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1822 — continued. 



Septembek 1st, 1822. The Bryans called for Bessy In 
the morning, to go see the Eosiere, at Suresne. Dined 
with them : a Frenchman of the party, a Royalist, who 
told of a girl he walked with last year, at the hal masque, 
being arrested while with him, for having a tri-colour 
ribbon on her gown; and (as he since found out) impri- 
soned six months ; no other offence, and it was by chance 
the poor girl put on the ribbon. Home early. 

3rd. Walked in. Dined at the Douglases'. Before 
dinner, Bessy and I went to order some of Rossini's operas, 
she having hoarded (by little occasional thefts from me) 
six Napoleons, which, with three more from the same 
source, which she lent me some time ago, are to be de- 
voted to this purpose. Ordered four, and some ballets. 
All went to the opera in the evening; " Otello." Papers 
thrown from the Quatri^me into the parterre, which 
proved to be a list of the jury at present sitting on the 
affair of the conspirators at La Eochelle. The Douglases 
drove us home. 

5th. Went in at two. Accompanied Bessy and Mrs. 
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4 DIAET OF [^TAT. 43. 

Bryan to the Diorama : a beautiful invention ; the artists, 
Daguerre and Bouton. Dined at the Bryans, and went 
all to the Opera Comique in the evening ; " Ninon chez 
Made, de Sevigne," and " Le Solitaire ; " the latter new, 
and no great things. Madame Prudher very charming. 

7th. A German called upon me, to ask my opinion 
with respect to some alterations he was about to make in 
an opera brought out by Spontini last year, at Berlin, on 
the subject of the " Feast of Boses," in " Lalla Bookh," 
but which Spontini thinks requires enlargement and an 
addition of incident to secure its further success. Being 
engaged to be in town at twelve, I took him to walk in 
with me, during which he explained his plan. An intelli- 
gent man ; spoke of Schultz (I think), a German composer, 
who has great reputation for ballads. Expressed great 
anxiety to hear some of the Irish Melodies, and promised 
me some of his country airs. Begged him to order for me 
from Berlin a set of the engravings the king has had made 
from the costumes worn at the Court F^te founded on 
" LaUa Kookh," as well as the translation of the poem by 
Baron Fouquet, author of " Ondine," &c. &c. Said that 
the style of this translation was so elaborate, so full of 
recherche words and compound epithets, that it was almost 
impossible, upon hearing it read, to understand it. Talked 
with much rapture of Pasta. Was with Lucy at twelve, 
in order to go with her to Massamino's singing school for 
girls, which she attends. Very few there ; there being in 
general between twenty and thirty. One very pretty 
little girl, full of wicked looks and coquetry, called Zoe, 
only fourteen years of age, sung very nicely, particularly 
the duet of Desdemona and Emilia, in " Otello." Lucy 
called for me at nine, with her mama, and drove me home • 
a delicious night. 
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Sth. Have done only between sixty and seventy lines 
this week. Went in to dine with the Bryans : Bessy 

not well enough to go. A son of at dinner ; a 

very rough-grained sort of gentleman, but came out with 
one or two things that smacked of the Irish esprit. Said 
that the Irish administrations of late (consisting of a liberal 
Lord-Lieutenant and a bigot Secretary, or vice- versa,) 
wore sometimes an orange coat with green facings, some- 
times a green coat with orange facings. In talking of 

■ , too, he said (what is, I think, perfectly true) 

that his patriotism is and always has been humbug ; and 
that the difference of the currency between English and 
Irish money would at all times be suflScient to decide him 
between Toryism and Whiggism. 

10th. Dined with the Douglases, in order to go and 
see Pasta in " Elisabetta." Had called in the morning at 
the Denons, to meet the artist, and give him instructions 
about the Inscription for the medal. * * * * j^q 
one at Douglas's but the Murrays. Kather a tnste dinner. 
The suspension of Lady Susan's annuity has thrown them 
into much embarrassment. Most sincerely sorry for Lucy, 
who is a fine creature. The opera a complete failure. 
Pasta could not reach the pitch of her part through the 
whole first act ; and the only thing worthy of herself was 
the cavatina at the end of the second. Quite mortifying 
to see her fail thus. Lucy and her mama drove me home ; 
near twelve when I arrived. 

11th. Have now completed 1600 lines. Do not mean 
to attempt any more till my return from Kouen. Have 
seen Bishop, who promises to have the " National Melo- 
dies " finished this week. Mr. Abbot called upon me, of 
whose coming I had notice from my father and mother, 
with a request that I would be very kind to him. Brought 
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6 DIAET OF [iETAT. 43. 

me a letter from Eees, who says that there is nothing 
wanting towards the arrangement of the last Bermuda 
claim but the consent of an insurance company in Edia- 
burgh, which meets but five times a-year ; that there is no 
doubt of its being given, and that I may count upon my 
liberation in a few weeks. Mr. Abbot is empowered by 
Harris (whose agent he is) to engage Catalani for Dublin. 
Offered to accompany him to her country house to-morrow. 
Dawson afterwards called with a friend of his, whose MS. 
translation of the " PuceUe " he had sent me to decide 
upon, and which I pronounced unpublishable. The author 
very gentlemanly and good-humoured about the matter. 
Mrs. Bryan took Bessy in. Called at the Burghershes ; 
saw Lady B. but for a short time, as she had begun her 
toilette for dinner at the Duke of Orleans'. Dined at 
Bryan's ; drove us home in the evening. 

12th. Went to Abbot's to breakfast. Arrived at 
St. Brice (the chSteau where Vallabrique lives) at twelve. 
Found that Catalani had gone to Paris the day before. 
Walked about the pretty grounds of the place for an hour 
and a half, while the horses rested, and then returned to 
Paris. Abbot mentioned two or three legal anecdotes. 
Judge Fletcher once interrupted Tom Gold in an argu- 
ment he was entering into about the jury's deciding on the 
fact, &c., when Gold, vexed at being stopped in his career, 
said, « My Lord, Lord Mansfield was remarkable for the 
patience with which he heard the Counsel that addressed 
him." " He never heard you, Mr. Gold," was Fletcher's 
^eply, given with a weight of brogue, which added to the 
effect of the sarcasm. The same judge, who, it seems is 
a very surly person, once said to an advocate, " Sir, Pll 
not sit here to be baited like a bear tied to the stake." 
"' No, not tied to the stake, my Lord," interrupted the 
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Counsel. He mentioned the excellent joke of Curran's 
upon a case, where the Theatre Koyal in Dublin brought 
an action against Astley for acting the "Lock and Key." 
" My Lords, the whole question turns upon this, whether 
the said ' Lock and Key' is to be a patent one, or of the 
spring and tumbler kind." Talking of jokes, there is a 
good story of Lattia's which I doubt if I have recorded. 
During the time of the emigrants in England, an old 
French lady came to him in some country town, begging, 
for God's sake, he would interfere, as the mob was about 
to tar and feather a French nobleman. On Lattin's pro- 
ceeding with much surprise to inquire into the matter, he 
found they were only going to pitch a marquee. Called at 
Catalani's on our arrival in Paris; found her ; asked us to 
dine at five, which we did. Her naivete and cheerfulness 
very delightful. Spoke of Pasta with enthusiasm, as the 
singer that had most touched her heart, next to her own 
master, Marchesa. I mentioned the defects of Pasta's 
voice : " Yes, but she can do beautiful things with it." 
Praised Mrs. Salmon for her church-singing. Very amusing 
in her imitation of the mincing-pincing style of talking 
among the French women. All went to the Feydean 
except me. Showed me a splendid box given her by the 
King of Prussia, containing the Medal- of Merit. Went 
from thence to the l)ouglases. Some conversation with 
Lucy, whose rapid change of looks within these few days 
is quite melancholy. 

14th. Walked in with Bessy. Called at the Forsters' 
to see our dear Anastasia, who has a bad cough ; have no 
doubt it will turn to a hooping-cough. Got my passport 
at the Ambassador's, and having left Bessy at Bryan's, went 
to the Ministre de I'lnterieur and the Pr6fecture to be vise. 
Was with Bishop at three o'clock, and went over all he 
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has done (nine) of the fourth number. Succeeded very- 
well with them. Seemed to think " Heaven knows what" 
a little too free for this work. Agree with him, and shall 
substitute another. At dinner had Duruset and Poole, 
besides Bishop's lady, who is rather a fine woman. Poole 
told of a man, who said " I can only offer you for dinner 
what the French call a lever (lievre) and a. pulley (poulet)." 
I said to Bishop that " this sort of dinner would do for 
our men of business, the mechanic Powers." After dinner 
they made me sing, and seemed to like it. Went thence 
to the Douglases, where Bessy dined. Curran^ too, had 
dined there. 

16th. "Was at Bryan's, ia the Kue d'Artois, before half- 
past six, though stopped at the barrier to have my trunk 
opened and examined. We started, in his carriage at a 
little after seven. A most heavenly day. The first sight 
of Eouen, on descending the hill, very beautiful ; the long, 
richly planted island in the river, the faubourg and villages 
over the plain opposite to the city, and the black, lofty 
towers of the cathedral, one of which (as our post-boy 
first told us in descending the hOl) had been struck by a 
thimder storm the day before and very much iojured, 
produced altogether a most striking effect in the bright, 
but indistinct, sort of light which sunset threw over them. 
Did the journey in eleven hours, six minutes. Drove to 

the Hotel de France, where 's unfortunate daughter 

(to see whom was the sole object of the journey) met us 
with as much easy self-possession as if she had been the 
best-conducted person in the world. The inn a wretched 
one ; my bed seemed to me to be damp. 

17th. All walked out for the purpose of seeing the 
cathedral, but, on account of the workmen being employed 
in repairing the late damages, were not admitted. Went 
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from thence to the Museum in the Hotel de Ville; a 

wretched set of pictures. M, L , a Rouen artist, the 

perpetrator of a great many of them, and of the best, 
perhaps. The catalogue has the audacity to give a bad 
copy of Raphael's glorious Dresden Madonna as an original. 
Dined wretchedly at oiu: inn, where the only comfort was 
a very good pianoforte in our sitting room, with some 
music books, oddly enough consisting for the most part of 
Stevenson's songs and mine. Went all to the theatre in 
the evening. The pieces were the "Coquette Corrigee" 
and the " Rlvaux d'Eux Memes." A Mademoiselle Le 
Grand the coquette. 

18th. Not at all weU. The filth of our inn very dis- 
gusting; the cookery poisonous. Went to the library; 
vacation time, and no permission to read, which is rather 
a disappointment, as I had some references to make, on 
the subject of angels, which I had hoped to have employed 
myself in here. The town allows 3000 francs a-year for 
additions to the library, whose fond seems chiefly theolo- 
gical. Another wretched dinner ; to the play in the even- 
ing. " La belle FermiSre " and " Un Moment d'lmpru- 
dence ; " the latter very good. Bryan mentioned a ridicule 
he once saw on " OteUo," where the harlequin says to his 
lamp, " Si feteins ta fiamme, fai mon briquet, mais on 
rHallume pas une femme comme une guinguette." To-day 
before dinner walked by myself to a height above the 
road, by which we first came in sight of Rouen, and had 
a magnificent view, not only of the city, but of the river 
to the left, studded with islands to a great extent. 

20th. Up before six, and off a little after seven. 
Arrived in town at seven, and found Bessy and Mrs. B. 
waiting dinner for us. Called in our way home for 
Anastasia, whose cough is now decidedly a hooping one. 



10 DIAEY OF [^TAT. 43. 

A letter from E.ees to say that we may safely return to 
England as soon as we like. 

21st. "Went into town pretty early to make some 
calls; one of them on the bookseller, who some time 
ago sent me an English poem, called " Cleon," and has 
now written to say that as I was pleased to express appro- 
bation of it, he trusts I shall not be less interested in its 
success for knowing that it was written by a young lady 
of seventeen, now his wife. A thorough take in; the 
first symptoms of which were his saying Elle est actuelle- 
ment plus agee; and the lady's own appearance in a few 
minutes quite dispelled any hope I might have had of 
seeing the youthful muse he led me to expect ; the lady 
being a rather elderly Jewess. Joined the Murrays after- 
wards at Marechal Soult's. 

22nd. The artist employed by Denon to engrave Grrat- 
tan's medal for me, called with the die. Abbot called and 
sat some time. Spoke with much warmth about my mother ; 
her warm-heartedness, her animation, the continual fresh- 
ness and energy of her thoughts and affections. AU very 
true, and, of course, delightful to hear. Dined at home. 
Have not yet resumed my work, 

23rd. Called on Abbot, and thence to Denon's. Upon 
my proffering a thousand francs to the medallist (which 
according to my impression was the prix convenu), he 
exclaimed, Ce rHest pas ga, diable, ce riest pas qa ; c^est 
cinquante louis, making the difference of ten napoleons, 
which I was obliged to pay. Denon seemed a little 
ashamed of the price, and suggested that I should porter 
ces deux cent francs sur le tirage, the striking being three 
francs cheaper for each medal than I had expected ; but 
this, though very French, was not my mode of doinw 
things. Denon, to console me, read us a notice on the life 
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of Puget, the sculptor, wliicli lie has writteii for some 
forthcoming work. Very neatly done. Puget, it seems, 
upon remarking the resemblance a mountain at Marseilles 
bears to a sitting figure, proposed to make out the form, 
and so realise the Mount Athos project, but met with no 
encouragement for his sublime undertaking. 

The statue of MHon at Versailles is by Puget, and one 
of his finest works. In talking of Claude Lorraine, 
Denon having said that his talent broke out at a late 
period of life, without any instruction whatever, I remarked 
that this rather lessened one's respect for the art, as in 
other subjects a certain degree of intellectual prepara- 
tion and instruction was necessary; he answered very 
livelily. Ah, oui, ilfaut de Vinstruction ■pour f aire de mau- 
vaises copies de ce qvHl a fait, mais — for original genius it 
requires no such thing; it is like your Shakspeare, &c., 
&c." "Went from thence with M. GaUi to the mint. 
Ordered sixty medals to be struck at two francs each. 
The miat keeps six (not included in the sixty). Tw;o 
must be given to the artist, one to Denon, and one to 
Mossop (the Irish artist from whose wax model the por- 
trait was taken) ; so that I shall have six over to pay the 
expenses of the tirage. Dined at the Douglases'. Com- 
pany in the evening. Had some conversation with Gal- 
latin, the American ambassador. Told me the Duke of 
"Wellington mentioned to him a day or two since, that 
Lord Londonderry had a similar attack of madness at the 
time of the Union in Ireland. 

27th. Called upon the Miss Dalys at Passy. Walked 
in the Bois de Boulogne. Dined at home. Have been 
reading Manon I'Escaut; rather disappointed; as yet 
there is no variety in the scrapes she and her lover get 
into. 
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28tli. Hare written since Tuesday (24tli) near sixty 
lines. Bessy very ill to-day. Emma Foster called ; saw 
her home on my way into town. "Went to the mint; 
received my sixty medals, and had the die biffe, or broke, 
which excited a great sensation in the mint ; it being, I 
take for granted, a rare occurrence. Told me the last 
time they had any such task was in destroying the timbre 
of Napoleon, and that there was a guard of soldiers both 
inside and outside the Bureau during the three days it 
took. Carried my medals and the broken die to Douglas's, 
and begged of Lucy to set about wrapping up each medal 
in separate papers for me. "Went to call upon "Wishaw, 
who was all kindness. Returned to Douglas's, and found 
the medals aU neatly papered, as I wished. Dined there, 
and went to the coach-office in the Rue du Bouloi, where 
I found Mrs. Branigan just arrived. Brought her to 
Passy in a hackney coach. 

29th. Lady Susan called for me in the morning to go 
and hear Douglas preach at the Ambassador's Chapel; 
was not ready. "Wrote some lines. "Went in at three to 
atone for my morning's failure, and heard D. at the 
Oratoire. The close -of his sermon very spirited. Dined 
at home. 

30th. Left Abbot's five medals, with one for Mossup 
(who modelled the head from which I had the medal en- 
graved), at Cumming's, in the Faubourg St. Honorg, to be 
taken over to Ireland to him. Bessy and Mrs. B. all day 
shopping in town. Called upon the Granards. Lady G. 
told me of her giving a note of mine to Count Orloff, who 
was in search of my handwriting. Dined at home. "Wrote 
a note to-day to M. Langles, head of the King's Library 
(which is now in vacance), to beg he would, if possible, 
show it to the Murrays before their departure. 
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Oct. 1st. A very civil note from Mons. LangMs, be- 
ginning, Je suit si heureux de vous donner une faihie preuve 
de ma haute estime pour voire personne et pour voire talent, 
Sfc. 8fc. Went in at twelve, and took the Murrays and 
Lucy to the Biblioth^que. Showed us the autographs. 
Told M. Langles I wanted to consult some books on the 
subject of Angels. Mentioned to me a translation by 
Laurence of the " Book of Enoch," and lent it me, toge- 
ther with the second volume of his own " Norden," which 
I asked him for. Particularly kind and obliging. When 
I spoke of the liberality of the French about books, he 
said, (Test pour cela que nous les avons. 

2nd. Walked a good while in the Bois de Boulogne. 
Met with rather an adventure ; girl singing the air from 
the " Solitaire," II voit tout, il sgdit tout, Sfc. A lovely 
soft day. 

3rd. Have at last' completed the 1700th line of the 

poem. Narrowly escaped M. , one of those wretched 

French literati who pester me. Had a large copy of Pro- 
pertius (which he is translating) under his arm. Went to 
the Ambassador's, Lafitte's, &c., and was at Bryan's at 
four, having bought two of the pieces to be given at the 
Yarietes to-night, where we have a box. Feared that 
Bessy would not be well enough to come in ; but at five, 
she and Mrs. B. arrived. Pieces at the Vari^tes, " Le 
Paris de Surenne," " Les Petits Acteurs," and " L'Actrice 
en Voyage ; " the last a premiere representation to show off 
little Jenny Yertpre, who was charming in it. 

5th. Am in much doubt and perplexity about my return 
to England, on account of the expense and of the difficulty 
I shall have in mustering the supplies. Bessy, however, 
making preparations to go with Mrs. Branigan the week 
after next. Dined at home. 
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8tli. Doing a few lines every day. "Wrote to Lord 
Strangford by a courier going off to the Duke of Welling- 
ton at Vienna. All went in to dine at Bryan's. The Dou- 
glases, Lord Trimlestown, and httle Byrne of the party. 
Byrne's story of the priest, saying to a fellow who always 
shirked his dues at Easter and Christmas, and who gave as 
an excuse for his last failure, that he had been very ill, and 
so near dying that Father Brennan had anointed him: 
" Anointed you, did he ? faith, it showed he did not know 
you as well as I do, or he would have known you were 
slippery enough without it." The Irishman's defence of 
the palavering reception given to the Eang in L-eland: 
" Well, faith, after all, you know the only way to deal 
with a humbugger is to humbug him." The King of 
France *, who asked one of his courtiers, why he had gone 
to England ? and on his answering, Pour apprendre a pen- 
ser," said quickly, " Les chevaux ?" (jpanser). Curran's old 
story of the piper cutting off the legs of the hanged man 
for the sake of the stockings, then leaving the legs behind 
him in a cow-house where he was allowed to sleep, and the 
woman supposing, on finding them there (he having gone 
off early), that the cow had eaten him up all but the legs ; 
the driving the cow to the fair, bidding a piper stand out 
of the way, because this was a cow that eat pipers, &c. &c. 

9th. Went in at two to sit to a French minature-painter 
for Galignani. Dined at Bryan's. Mrs. B., Lucy, and little 
Byrne of the party. Went to the Fran^ais afterwards 
to see Talma in " Eegulus," a three-act tragedy : Talma 
very fine. The " Grondeur" followed it, a wretchedly dull 
farce. 

10th to 18th. Must here take several days en gros, 

* Louis the XVth. 
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having been too much occupied to minute down the 
details. Received letters from the Longmans and Powers 
that at last decided me to go to England. Wrote to 
Goddard about the cottage, and received an answer offer- 
ing it to me at 251. a year for whatever term I chose. 
Wrote to say I agreed. Preparations for Bessy's de- 
parture. Completed 1800 lines of my poem, which I see is 
announced for the 1st of December. 

23rd. Up at six, and at nine my darlings started. 
Heaven bless them ! If ever creatures deserved that God 
should particularly watch over them, it is they. The day 
beautiful. Dined at Bryan's. The night stormy, and 
kept me thinking with much anxiety of the dear travellers. 
Home to Passy a little after eleven; the house looking 
very dreary. 

24th. Still very stormy. Dispatched off a letter to 
Calais by the post to beg of Bessy for the hundredth 
time not to venture across in bad weather. 

26th. Got a letter in the evening from my darling 
girl, announcing their safe arrival at Calais. Dined at 
Douglas's. 

28th, Packed up, and left the operation of surrendering 
the house &c. to my cook, Mary. Have taken lodgings 
at the Hotel de York on the Boulevard, and at 32 francs 
and half a week. Got a letter announcing Bessy's arrival 
at Dover. 

29th. Began the revision of my poem, and read " Suarez 
de Angelis," which M. Langles has lent me from the 
Bang's Library. Told me they have not got " Bonaven- 
tura de Alis Seraphim," which I also asked for. 

November 1st to 5th. Have not had time to keep any 
accurate diary of the next few days. Passed my evenings 
chiefly at Douglas's, and was in the morning occupied 
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with the revision of my poem, one half of which I sent off 
on Monday 4th, and the remainder on Thursday 7th. 
Not able, from want of time, to correct or fiU up the 
blanks for epithets in the latter half; must do it in the 
press. Idea of a farewell dinner to me resumed ; promises 
very weU. Hopes of Lord Granard, Vaughan (secretary 
to the Embassy), and some other Tories coming : Dou- 
glas most active and good-natured about it, and Lucy 
most anxious. Dined with Bryan twice. Stories of 
Lattin's. Lord Muskerry saying on his death-bed " that 
he had nothing to reproach himself with, having never 
through life denied himself anything." Dined with Lattin 
on the 4th: company, Douglas, Mr. and Mrs. Sartorius, 
Princesse Beauveau, and Nugent. Heard from Bessy of 
her arrival at the cottage, and her being welcomed by 
peals from the village bells. 

6th. Accompanied Lucy in the morning to the marche 
auxjieurs ; bought her a white japonica ; and breakfasted 
afterwards with Lady Virginia. Went out to Versailles 
to dine with Greathead: company, H. Smith, Grattan 
(with whom I went out), and Kenny. Smith told, after 
dinner, the dreadful ghost story of the woman with the 
black collar, &c. ; also about the Englishman at Calais, 
Pourquoi vous dites hem quand moi passe, &c. &c. 

7th. Dined with Douglas: Richard Power of the 
party: never was there anything like my surprise and 
delight at seeing him the other day, just arrived, and look- 
ing almost as well and strong as ever ; such a resurrection 
from the grave as I never expected to see. 

9th. Went to the Bibliotheque du Roi in the mornino- : 
introduced by M. Langles to M. Vonpradt, and took a 
hasty look at the Tarquin of Onkelos. Dined at Dou- 
glas's ; Dawson there too. Practised in the evening one 
or two things to sing at the dinner on Monday: civil 
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notes from several people about said dinner, whicli honest 
Douglas files : Sir C. Stuart has sent Nugent to say that 
If he is asked, he must certainly (rather than show any 
slight to me) come ; but that, for many reasons, he would 
rather that the invitation was not sent. This is quite as 
civil as could be expected from him in his situation. 
Supped at Douglas's; and stayed, as usual, late: Lord 
Trimlestown and Lattin came in in the evening. 

11th. The dinner took place at Robert's; about fifty 
sat down: Lord Trimlestown in the chair: among the 
company were Lord Granard, Sir Gr. Webster, Robert 
Adair, &c. CoUinet's band attended; the dinner one 
of Robert's best ; and aU went off remarkably well. In 
returning thanks for my health, I gave " Prosperity to 
England," with an eulogium on the moral worth of 
that country, which was felt more, both by myself and 
the company, from its being delivered in France, and 
produced much effect. Douglas, in proposing Bessy's 
health, after praising her numerous virtues, &c. &c., 
concluded thus : — " We need not, therefore, gentlemen, 
be surprised that Mr. Moore is about to communicate 
to the world ' The Loves of the Angels,' having been 
so long famUiar with one at home." In returning thanks 
for this, I mentioned the circumstance of the village bells 
welcoming her arrival, as being her triumph in England, 
while I had mine this day in France, and concluded thus : 
— " These, gentlemen, are rewards and atonements for 
everything. No matter how poor I may steal through 
life — no matter how many calamities (even heavier than 
that from which I have now been relieved) may fall upon 
me — as long as such friends as you hold out the hand of 
fellowship to me at parting, and the sound of honest 
English bells shall welcome me and mine at meeting, I 

TOL. IV. C 
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shall consider myself a Croesus In that best wealth, happi- 
ness, and shall lay down my head, grateful for the gifts 
Grod has given." In introducing the subject of the village 
bells, I said, " This is a day of vanity for me ; and you, 
who set the fountain running, ought not to complain of its 
overflowing." Lattin proposed the health of my father 
and mother, and mentioned the delight he had felt in wit- 
nessing my father's triumph at the dinner in Dublin. In 
returning thanks for this, I alluded to Southey's making 
his Kehama enter triumphantly in through seven gates at 
the same moment, and said : " This miraculous multiplica- 
tion of one gentleman into seven has been, to a great 
degree, effected by the toasts into which your kindness 
has subdivided me this day ;" concluding thus : — " I have 
often, gentlemen, heard of sympathetic ink, but here is a 
liquid which has much better claims to that epithet ; and 
if there is a glass of such at this moment before my good 
old father, it must, I think, sparkle in sympathetic reply 
to those which you have done him the honour of filling to 
him." In proposing the health of Richard Power (who 
was present), I spoke of him " as combining all that is 
manliest in man, with aU that is gentlest in woman ; that 
consistency of opinion and conduct which commands re- 
spect, with that smooth facility of intercourse which wins 
affection ; a union, as it were, of the stem and flower of 
life — of the sweetness which we love, and the solidity on 
which we repose." In alluding to the charitable object of 
the Kilkenny Theatre, I called it " that happy expedient 
for enlisting gaiety in the cause of benevolence, and extract- 
ing from the smiles of owe part of the community a warmth 
with which to dry up the tears of the other ; " the happiness 
we had enjoyed together at that time, " days passed in 
studying Shakspeare, and nights in acting or discussing 
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him; the happy freedom of those suppers {Tamquam sera 
libertas — late enough, God knows) where, as in the 
suppers described by Voltaire — 

La liberte, convive aimable 
Mit les deux coudes sur la table, 
Entre~le plaisir et I'amour. 

In proposing the health of Lord Trimlestown, spoke of his 
being particularly fit to take the chair at such a meeting, 
not only from our old acquaintance, &c. &c., but his love 
of literature, and " the success with which he had prac- 
tised it ; his intimate knowledge of French and English, 
which placed him as a sort of Janus between the two lan- 
guages, with a double-fronted insight into the beauties of 
each, and enabled him not only to make the wild tale of 
Atala resound, in language worthy of its sweetness, on 
the banks of the Thames, but to occupy himself (as I was 
proud to say he was doing at present) in teaching the 
story of ' Lalla Eookh ' to the lighter echoes of the Seine." 
A song was sung by Grattan during the night, which he 
had written for the occasion. Left them between one 
and two, and went to Douglas's, where I supped, 

13th. "Went to the Library in the morning, and 
worked very hard for two or three hours. Dined at Villa- 
mil's ; Dawson and Douglas of the party. Mrs V. sung 
some of her boleros to the guitar in the evening ; the 
last time of my hearing them God knows how long. 
Went to D.'s in the evening, and looked over some papers 
and music with L. ViUamil said, very prettily, that Bessy 
was quite a female Bayard, sans peur et sans reproche. 

14th. Went to Smith's, the printer, for the purpose 
of destroying the printed copies of my " Ehymes on the 
Koad," but he was not at home. Made arrangements for 
its being done on Saturday. . An account of my speech 

c 2 
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about England has appeared in Galignani. Grattan was 
preparing to give details of the whole dinner, the persons 
there, the speeches, &c. &c. ; but I put a stop to it, as, how- 
ever honourable to me, such publicity might give pain 
to many who were there (Tories, &c.), whose courage 
in going at all was very praiseworthy, and ought not to 
be put to any further test. 

15th. Breakfasted at D.'s, and went to the Library. 
What a shame I should not till now have availed myself 
of the facilities of this treasury ! Went at nine o'clock 
to Grattan, in order to sing to his wife (according to pro- 
mise), and found some men assembled, which was contrary 
to compact. Among others, a Capt. Medwin, a friend of 
Lord Byron's, who passed a great part of last year at Pisa, 
and has written a volume of poems. Tells me Hunt's 
whole family is living in the same house Avith B., and he 
believes Mrs. Shelley also and her children. 

16th. Went to Smith's, and set about tearing the 
sheets of the " Khymes," with the assistance of two 
journeymen and Grattan, whom I found there ; but finding 
that it would take me all the rest of the day (there being 
500 copies), entrusted the task of destruction to Smith's 
chief man, and came away. Grattan, very much amused 
with the operation, said, while we were about it, " How 
useful Doll Tearsheet would be here ! " 

18th. Started in the diligence at nine. Leicester 
Stanhope, one of my companions inside, and Lord 
Mountcashel in the galeria behind. Travelled all night. 
Took up some Frenchmen half-way, who went as far 
as Boulogne. A good deal of conversation with them ; 
complimented me much on the accuracy of my French, 
but said I pronounced it something like a German, 
and that, indeed, I looked much more like a German than 
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an Englishman. According to their imitation of the Gas 
con pronunciation, it consists very much in pronouncing (?) 
the final es. 

19th. Arrived between six and seven. Went to the 
Hotel de Bourbon, where, there being but the one bed to 
spare, I got rid of my fellow-travellers. Dined alone in 
my bedroom. Bad prospect for to-morrow. No steam- 
boat at this side ; nothing can get in or out of Dover. 
Dreadfully feverish at night, and haunted by tmnultuous 
dreams. 

20th. No steam-packet arrived. A French sail-boat 
to start for Eamsgate, but preferred waiting till to-morrow. 
Called upon Brummel. Saw his fine toilette (which the 
King gave him in the days of his favour) set out in a 
little bedroom, 8 feet by 9. Walked outside the town for 
some hours, translating a passage from St. Basil for my 
notes. Dined alone, and to bed early, having to be up at 
four for the steam-boat. 

21st. Sailed about seven. Arrived at Dover in about 
four hours. Had to get out into boats. The Captain 
had made some work about receiving my luggage on 
board, thinking it merchandise (three or four large packing- 
cases with my books &c. having come to Calais before me), 
and was begiiming to be very uncivil about it, till some 
gentleman aboard told him who I was. Found I could 
not get my things through the custom-house time enough 
to be off to-day. A long operation, but the people very 
civil. Kept the pieces of china which Young gave Bessy : 
but told me, if I sent a memorial to the Lords of the 
Treasury they would let me pay duty for them. Dined 

alone. 

22nd. Started at near eleven for town, having waited 
an hour for a little French milliner, who was going 

c 3 
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through the operation of the custom-house ; went without 
her after all. Eeached town about nine. Went to the 
George Coffee House, where I had begged the Longmans 
to get me a bed. Despatched a porter off to Mrs. Power 
for letters, which I expected to find from Bessy. Sent 
me word there were some, but I could not have them till 
the morning. Too tantalising this, as I had not heard 
from my dear things at home for more than a week. 

23rd. The letters from Bessy did not come till past 
ten, but aU, thank God, well. Called at Eogers's ; foimd 
he was at Holland House. Left a note for him to say I 
would go out and dine there to-morrow, if they would 
have me. Went to dine at Longman's. Found them in 
high spirits about the poem. Agree to my taking it down 
with me to Sloperton for revision. Left them rather 
early, and went to Drury Lane ; behind the scenes. 

24th. Had a note from Lady HoUand, to say that 
they will be glad to have me, but that I shall meet no one 
but themselves, as Rogers is obliged to dine in town. 
Called upon Shee, &c. Went to dinner at six. None 
but Lord and Lady H., and Allen. Conversation chiefly 
about the state of France. 

25th. Dined with Rogers, and went to Lady Holland's 
box in the evening to see Miss Kelly in Juliet. Yery 
bad ; but (as it seems) good enough for the public, who are 
delighted with her. Lord John EusseU (who is just 
arrived from Hastings) came into the box. Received his 
tragedy (" Don Carlos ") yesterday, and mean to keep the 
reading of it for Sloperton. Went behind the scenes. 
Told Miss Foote how much I had heard of her Desdemona; 
her answer very modest and sensible. Fixed to meet 
Lord J. next day at two. By the bye, the Longmans 
have made use of the 200Z. he has left so long in their 
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hands (the receipts of his "Life of Lord Russell ") towards 
paying this last Bermuda claim. I expected they would 
have advanced the money themselves; but it cannot be 
helped. Besides, he seems to have set his heart on my 
appropriating it in this way, and it is but owing to him in- 
stead of to them. 

26th. Went to the Foreign Office to get my two 
packets of medals. Gave Lord John ten for himself and 
the Duke, and, in spite of my resolutions to the contrary, 
allowed Rogers, too, to have five. Wished Lord J. to 
dine with me at Rogers's, but he had already engaged 
himself to Lord Bradford at Brookes's. Persuaded him 
however to get off this, which he did. Nobody at dinner 
but Rogers, he, and I. In the evening all went to the 
Duke's box at Covent Garden to see the " Two Gentlemen 
of Verona." Miss Tree charming in Julia, By the bye, 
Shee told me a bon-mot of Rogers's the other day. On 
somebody remarking that Payne Knight had got very 
deaf, " 'Tis from want of practice," says R. ; Knight 
being a very bad listener. 

27th. Have been in expectation of the Donegals from 
Brighton, and their nephew has been entreating me to act 
as mediator. They were to have arrived to-day, but are 
not. Had promised Lord J. to dine with the Hollands to- 
day, to meet him ; but offered myself to Murray instead, 
wishing to have some conversation with him. Found, 
however, it was a regular dinner party ; Mr., Mrs., and 
Miss D'Israeli, Mr. Hamilton, Newton, &c. Came away 
early in order to pack up. The Longmans have received 
an anonymous letter about my poem, beginning, " I con- 
jure the respectable house of L. R. H. O. and Browne to 
pause ere they, &c. &c. ;" and ending, " Beware of the fate 
of Murray and of Cain I " 

c 4 
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28th. Set off at seven in the coach for Cabie. Arrived 
at home between seven and eight, and found all well, 
except poor Bess, who looks wretchedly. Lost my great 
coat in leaving town. The dear girl has worked hard to 
get the cottage into order, and it is most neat and com- 
fortable. The change made in my study, by throwing the 
two rooms into one, a wonderful improvement. Most 
happy to be at home again. Oh quid salutis est, 8fc. 8fc. 

29th. Set busily about correcting and revising my 
"Angels," which the Longmans have had printed aU upon 
slips for that purpose. Walked with Bessy to see the 
Phippses, and got a wetting. 

Dec. 1st. Sent off the first sheet through Croker, who 
had offered me the use of his franks in town. This was 
the day announced originally for the publication ; and some 
people asked the Longmans (who of course were not aware 
that the 1st feU on a Sunday), whether the poem was so 
very sacred, that nothing less than a Sunday would do for 
its publication. 

'2nd. Walked to Bowood, and met Lord Lansdowne, 
who had rode to call upon me. Walked on to Bowood 
with me. A good deal of talk about France. His high 
opinion of the Due de Broglie. Saw Lady L. ; both aU 
kindness ; expressed the same alarm as others with respect 
to the title of my poem. Promised, if I could, to dine 
with them on Saturday. 

3rd. A letter from the Longmans to say they must 
have the whole of the poem and notes by the middle of 
next week, or they cannot get it out in time to supply 
the Christmas customers ; there are about 3000 copies 
already ordered. 

5th. Had a letter from Lord L., expressing his sur- 
prise at not having been caUed upon for the sum he held 
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at my disposal ; and saying that if I had been able to 
arrange everything " through the help of the Muse alone," 
he would rejoice at it, as he knew it was the mode most 
satisfactory to my own feelings ; but that if I had applied 
to any other person than him, he could not help feeling a 
little jealous, &c. Can anything be more thoroughly and 
sterhngly kind ? "Wrote him a short note to say I should 
inform him of all the particulars on Saturday. 

7th. Dined at Bowood ; company. Lord Malmesbury, 
the Barings, and Bowles. Lord L. mentioned Pitt's dis- 
like to Erskine, and his frequent attacks upon him. On 
one occasion, when E. followed Mr. Fox in a long speech, 
Pitt said, " The learned gentleman has followed his Eight 
Hon. Leader, running along the line of his argument, 
and, as usual, attenuating it as he went."* Baring, a 
sensible, good kind of man. Sung in the evening. Am 
afraid I shall be obliged to go to town, to expedite the 
flight of my Angels. Lady L. begged me to dine again 
on Thursday next, to meet Charles Grant, whom they 
expect. 

9th. A note from Lady Lansdowne to Bessy, to invite 
her to dinner to-morrow. Prevailed on her to say yes. 

lOtii. Went (in a hack chaise) to Bowood ; company, 
the Barings, Mr. and Mrs. A'Court, and some other 
people, whom I knew nothing about. Lady L. all kind- 
ness to Bessy. I sung in the evening, and so did one of 
the imknown ladies to the Spanish guitar. Baring, at 
dinner, applied the French phrase, un homme qui avait 
oublie de sefaire enterrer. 



* I have heard this metaphor from Lord Holland somewhat differ- 
ently, 83, " The Hon. and Learned Gentleman who followed the Eight 
Hon. Genleman, attenuating the thread of his discourse" — Ed. 
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11th. Sketcted out my preface and one or two notes. 

12th. Set off in the Eegulator for town, where I 
arrived between nine and ten. Had written to bespeak a 
lodging at Mrs. Soanes', where I found myself very com- 
fortably received. 

15th. Wrote to Lady Donegal, to tell her I was in 
town, and that if she could put off dinner for me till be- 
tween six and seven, I might, perhaps, manage to come to 
her. Answer in the affirmative. Went at half-past six ; 
found her pretty well, and all as kind as ever. Took 
Barbara a present of one of the Cupids sent me last New 
Year's Day, with which she was much delighted. licft 
them at half-past eight and returned home to work, at 
which I continued till past one, when I sealed up the last 
notes (written in far too great a hurry), and ordered the 
servant to take them in the morning to Paternoster Row. 

16th. Went after breakfast to call on Rogers. Thence 
to the Hollands ; asked me to dine. Walked out with 
Lord Holland to the Park. A wretched cold day, and 
even the sunshine of his conversation did not atone for the 
total want of it in the heavens ; besides, he walked so slow, 
and I had no great coat. He mentioned what his uncle 
one night said in a reply to Mr. Pitt : " The Right 
Honourable Gentleman seems to have a very high notion 
of his own abilities, and I must say it is the only one of 
his opinions in which I most perfectly coincide with him.' 
Dined at the Hollands. In the evening went with Lord 
H. and Henry to the play. 

I7th. Dined with Murray, to meet Wm. Spencer. 
The rest of the company, Harry Drury, the DTsraelis, a 
Mr. Coleridge, &c. &c. A long time since Spencer and 
I met before, and he is but little altered, either in looks, 
spirits, or good nature. Told some good anecdotes about 
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French translations from the Enghsh. In some work 
where it was said " the air was so clear, that we could dis- 
tinctly see a bell-wether on the opposite hill," the translator 
made bell-wether, le heau temps. Price, on the Picturesque, 
says, that a bald head is the only smooth thing possessing 
that quality, but that if we were to cover it over with 
flour, it would lose its picturesqueness immediately ; in 
translating which, some Frenchman makes it, une belle tSte 
chauve couronnee de fleurs. Scroope Davies called some 
person, who had a habit of puffing out his cheeks when he 
spoke, and was not remarkable for veracity, " The JEohan 
Lyre." Left them at eleven, almost suffocated with a 
severe cold, and more wine than was good for it. Found 
proofs waiting for me at home, and sat up till two o'clock 
correcting them. 

18 th. Passed the whole morning between Paternoster 
Eow and Shoe Lane, correcting the last of the revises. 
Dined at Lady Donegal's. Came home early and went to 
bed, which I much wanted. 

19th. Took my place for Sunday in the York House 
coach. Made an agreement for a hackney coach, and 
went out to Hornsey to visit the grave of our poor child 
Barbara, Bessy having heard it was much neglected. 
Found this not to be the case. Sought out the sexton, 
and bid him have it new sodded, giving him at the same 
time five shillings, and promising him more when I should 
come again. Went to Eogers's on my return, to say I 
would dine with him if he had room for me, and proposing 
to him, by Lady Holland's desire, to accompany me to her 
box in the evening to see a new opera. Three of his 
nephews at dinner. Left him early and went to Drury 
Lane. The opera very bad; Lady H.'s box fuU; the 
Tierneys, &c. 
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20th. "Went to Chantrey's, but did not find him at 
home. Croker called upon me in his carriage at half-past 
five, to take me out to his apartments at Kensington 
Palace to dinner. The company. Sir George Cockburn, 
Mr. and Mrs. Barrow, and Admiral Moorsom. Cock- 
burn's noli me tangere manner with me the few times I 
have met him since his advancement to office, highly 
amusing; somewhat less to-day however. Eidiculously 
enough, in looking round Croker's room before dinner, 
I saw a bust, which I took to be the King's ; on looking 
nearer, however, I found it to be myself, a cast from the 
bust in DubHn by Kirk. Mrs. Croker said several persons 
took it to be the King. Returned at night with Admiral 
Moorsom. 

21st. CaUed upon Bishop. Thence to the Longmans, 
where I found some copies of my book ready, and sealed 
up seven or eight of them for Paris; for Lucy, for 
Villamil, &c. &c. Called to take leave of the Donegals. 
Dined between seven and eight at the George Coffee 
House, and went home early. By the by, I have within 
this day or two (in order to enable me to get on for a little 
while) drawn upon Corry for lOOZ. at three months, 
meaning to take up the bill myself when it becomes due. 
Out of this, I gave 4QI. to Mrs. Power, as a set-off against 
the sum Power paid for my life insurance. 

22nd, Up before six, and off at seven. Arrived at 
home a little after seven, and found my darling girl pretty 
well, and her little ones bravely. 

23rd. "Walked over to Bowood, and took Lord L. a 
copy of my book. To-day it is published. 

24th. Arranging my books. 

25th. "Went with the two little ones to church ; Bessy 
not well enough to go. 
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26th. Eather fidgetty about the fate of my book. 
Bessy had a note yesterday from Lady L. with a present 
of some toys for the children, but not a word about the 
" Angels." Eather ominous this. "Wrote to Lady Donegal 
yesterday about some silver tissue for Mrs. Phipps's dress 
for the fancy ball, and said, " Don't say a word about the 
' Angels ' in your answer ; stick to the silver tissue." 

27th. An answer from Lady Donegal, with the follow- 
ing sentence in it, which, from the state of nervousness 
I had got into about my book, came upon me hke a 
thunderbolt. " You bid me not say anything about the 
' Angels,' but I must so far disobey you as to say that I am 
both vexed and disappointed, and I think that you will 
feel I am right in not allowing Barbara to read it." 
I never remember anything that gave me much more pain 
than this. It seemed at once to ring the death-knell of 
my poem. This at once accounted for the dead silence of 
the Longmans since the publication, for the non-appear- 
ance of the second edition, which I was taught to expect 
would be announced the third day, for Lord Lansdowne's 
reserve on the subject, for everything. My book, then, was 
considered (why or wherefore it was in vain to inquire) 
improper, and what I thought the best, as well as the most 
moral thing I had ever written, was to be doomed to rank 
with the rubbish of Carlisle and Co. for ever. Bowles, 
who was with me at the time, endeavoured most good- 
humouredly to soothe me, and, though he had not read the 
poem, gallantly made himself responsible that I could not 
have written anything to bring upon me such a censure. 
It was all in vain. I wrote off to the Longmans to beg they 
would teU me the worst at once, and to my mother, to 
prepare her for the failure which I now considered as 
certain. In this mood Bowles left me, and in about an 
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hour after, lucidly for my peace of mind. Lord Lansdowne 
and Byng arrived. Their coming was like an avatar to 
me. Lord L. declared, in the warmest manner, that he 
thought the poem not only beautiful, but perfectly un- 
exceptionable and pure, and that he had no hesitation in 
preferring it to anything I had ever written. Byng too 
(who two or three weeks since had expressed himself with 
some degree of alarm about the title), told me that, on 
reading the poem, he had instantly written off to some 
friends who felt the same apprehensions as himself, that 
" it might be safely trusted in the nursery." It is incon- 
ceivable the relief all this was to me, and not less so to my 
darling Bessy, who had seen the wretched state I was 
thrown into by Lady D.'s letter, and had in vain employed 
her good sense and sweetness to counteract its effect. 
Walked part of the way back with Lord L. and B. 

28th. Dined at Bowood; company, JekyU (just arrived 
with his two sons), Mr. and Mrs. Abercromby, Byng, 
Macdonald (the member). Miss Fox, and Miss Vernon. 
Lady L. spoke in raptures about the poem ; said they were 
all enchanted with it, and could not conceive how any 
imagination could contrive to extract an idea of impropriety 
from it. Lady L.'s favourite, the first story ; Miss Fox, 
and others, preferred the second. Jekyll more silent than 
he used to be, but still very agreeable. In talking of 
cheap living, he mentioned a man who told him his eating 
cost him almost nothing, for " on Sunday," said he, " I 

always dine with my old friend , and then eat so much 

that it lasts until Wednesday, when I buy some tripe, 
which I hate like the very devil, and which accordingly 
makes me so sick that I cannot eat any more tUl Sunday 
again." Said that when the great waterworks were esta- 
blished at Chelsea there was a proposal for having there 
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also a great organ, from wMch families migkt be supplied 
with sacred music, according as they wished, by turning the 
cock on or off; but one objection he said was, that upon a 
thaw occurring after a long frost, you might have " Judas 
Maccabeus " bursting out at Charing Cross, and there 
would be no getting him under. He said that it was an 
undoubted fact that Lord (?), the proprietor of Lansdowne 
House before the old Lord Lansdowne, had a project of 
placing seven and twenty fiddlers, hermetically sealed, in 
an apartment underground, from which music might be 
communicated by tubes to any apartment where it was 
wanted. Lord L. bore witness to the truth of this (with 
the exception of its being an organ instead of Jekyll's 
hermetically sealed fiddlers), and said that the pipes which 
had been already laid for this plan were found during 
some repairs that took place at Lansdowne House. 
"Walked home. 

29th. Received the " Literary Gazette," " Literary 
Chronicle," and " Museum," all containing reviews of my 
work, and all favourable enough. The last the least so, 
but (from its being connected with clergymen) the most 
useful, as giving me credit for a moral design in the poem. 
Wrote a letter to Lady Donegal, telling her the opinions 
of Lord Lansdowne, &c. &c., and of this journal, as a set- 
off against her own. 
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1823. 

January 1st. The coat (a Kilkenny uniform) which 
I sent to town to be new-lined for the fancy ball to- 
morrow night, not yet arrived. Walked to Bowood. 
Found Lady Lansdowne and JekyU, Lady L. again ex- 
pressing her strong admiration of the poem. Said she had 
proposed to the Bowleses to dine at Bowood on Saturday, 
and hoping that Bessy would have no objection to be of 
the party. 

2nd. Obliged to make shift for to-night, by transfer- 
ring the cut-steel buttons from my dress-coat to a black 
one, and having it lined with white silk. Dined with the 
Phippses. "Went in the same way as before ; ]\Irs. P. 
dressed as a Sultana, and looking very well. The ball at 
a Mr. Hardman's (a German), beyond Devizes : odd 
enough, and amusing, though in a small ill-lighted room. 
Two fine girls there, the Miss Holtons, the eldest beau- 
tiful. Not home till between four and five. 

4th. The day very wet. Had promised the Bowleses 
to meet them at dinner at Bowood to-day (Bessy having 
given up the whole plan), and go on with them to Brem- 
hill to stay till Monday, but sent an excuse, and offered 
myself to the Lansdownes for to-morrow instead. An 
answer from Lady Lansdowne, begging me to stay tiU 
Tuesday, and as much longer as Mrs. Moore could spare 
me. 

5th. Have received several newspapers with reviews 
of the poem; all very favourable. Dined at Bowood; 
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taken by the Phippses. Company, besides them and the 

Bennets, Mrs. Abercrombie, Misses Fox and Vernon, the 

Jekylls, Stanley (Lord Derby's son). Lord Auckland, and 

Macdonald, a young Irishman. Got nothing out of Jekyll, 

who was talking all the while to Phipps, except that when 

I offered my arm to him to help him down to dinner, he 

said, " This is making a mistress in Chancery of me." 

Sung in the evening several of the " Irish Melodies," 

which seemed to produce considerable effect. Slept 

there. 

6th. After breakfast had a good deal of conversation 

with JekyU. Quoted those lines written upon John 

Allen Parke, by a man who never wrote any verses before 

or since : — 

" John Allen Parke 
Came naked siark 

From Scotland ; 
But now has clothes, 
Andlives with beaus 

In England." * 

Mentioned Lord Cranley having been caught up, curricle 
and aU, by a crane, in Thames Street, and the verses to 
him which he (Jekyll) wrote on the occasion. A joke 
about the " Pigmies warring with the Cranes." Told of 
the actor saying by mistake, — 

" How sharper than a serpent's thanks it is, 
To hate a toothless child;" 

and old Parker who used always to say the " coison'd 
pup " instead of the " poison'd cup ; " and one night, when 
he spoke it right, the audience said, " No, no !/' and called 
for the other reading. A good deal of talk about Sheri- 
dan. Said that Mrs. S. had sung once after her marriage, 
at the installation of Lord North at Oxford; and as there 
VOL. IV. D 
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were degrees then conferring honoris causa, Lord 'S. said 
to Sheridan that he ought to have one uxoris causa. 
Spoke of Tickell's discontent with Sheridan ; his idea that 
S. might have brought him forward, but would not. 
Described Tickell's anxiety on the first night of Parlia- 
ment's meeting after the publication of his pamphlet 
" Anticipation." The laughable effect on the House of 
Col. Barry's speech; he being the only one (having just 
arrived from the country) ignorant of the pamphlet, and 
falling exactly into the same peculiarities which the 
pamphlet quizzed, particularly that of quoting French 
words and then translating them. At every new instance 
of this kind in his speech there was a roar of laughter 
from the House, which Barre, of course, could not under- 
stand. A friend went off to Tickell (who in his fidget had 
gone to bed in a coffee-house in Covent Garden) to tell 
him the successful effect of the pamphlet. His next 
pamphlet, " The Cassette Verte, &c." (?) was a failure. 
Said, from his own observation, Sheridan was a most 
painstaking writer. Knew it in the instance of his Pro- 
logue to the " Miniature Picture" (a piece written by Lady 
Craven, and first acted at Benham, but not successful on 
the public stage), which Sheridan corrected and altered 
over and over again. Jekyll wrote the Epilogue; and 
it was said, " that the frame was much better than the 
picture." Mentioned some lines which he (Jekyll) had 
written upon the Emperor of China's hint to Lord 
Macartney, that he had better hasten his departure, as the 
rainy season was coming on : — 

" The sage Chian-ki-ti 

Has look'd in the sky, 
And he says we shall soon have wet weather • 
So I think, my good fellows, 
As you've no umbrellas, 
You'ld better get hom&, dry, together ! " 
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Canning and some one else translated these lines into 
Latin verse, and the word they chose to express the 
want of umbrellas was very happy — vos inumbrelles video. 
They sent across the House to Jekyll one night to beg for 
the rest of the verses, and his answer was, " Tell them, if 
they want papers they must move for them. We find it 
very hard to get them even so." Set out to walk home 
find see Bessy, but, the rain coming on, turned back. 
Found Jekyll and Macdonald in the library on my 
return, and had some conversation, during which they 
laughed heartily at some stories I told them. After dinner 
?ung a good deal, and talked ; and had altogether a very 
pleasant evening. Lord L. mentioned the conclusion of a 
letter from a Dutch commercial house, as follows : — 
V Sugars are falling more and more every day ; not so the 
respect and esteem with which we are, &c. &c." Slept at 
Bowood. 

7th. At breakfast Jekyll told of some one remarking on 
the inaccuracy of the inscription on Lord Kenyon's tomb. 
Mors janua vita ; upon which Lord Ellenborough said, 
«' Don't you know that that was by Kenyon's express 
desire, as he left it in his will, that they should not go tO 
the expense of a diphthong?" He mentioned Eogers's story 
of an old gentleman, when sleeping at the fire, being 
awakeiied by the clatter of the fire-irons all tumbling 
down, and saying, "What! going to bed without one 
kiss," taking it for the children. Talked of Gen. Smith, a 
celebrated Nabob, who said, as an excuse for his bad 
shooting, that he had " spoilt his hand by shooting pea- 
cocks with the Great Mogul." Lord L- told of the same 
having written to put off some friends whom he had in- 
vited to his country seat, saying, "I find my damned 
fellow of a steward has in the meantime sold the estate." 

B 2 
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This Gen. Smith was the original of Foote's " Sir Mat- 
thew Mite" (his father having been a cheesemonger); and 
Jekyll told of some one having taken Foote to Smith's 
country-house on their way to town ; his sleeping there, 
and being treated with every civility by Smith ; and say- 
ing, before they were a hundred yards from his house, 
" I think I can't possibly miss him now, having had such 
a good sitting." Came away at one, after having been 
much pressed to stay another day. Found my darling 
Bess not very well on my return. Confessed to me she 
had not been able to sleep ever since, from the idea that 
I was offended with her about something in going away. 
Far from it ; I do nothing but bless her whenever I think 
of her. 

8 th. Have now done another sacred song to an air of 
Crescentinis, and have begun a third to an air of Koze- 
luck. Have begun reading books on Greece for the new 
plan I have relative to the Miscellany. Eaffenel's " Ac- 
count of the Revolution" seems a very fair one. In Lady 
Jersey's last note, she says, " I am very much in love with 
one of your Angels, but won't tell you which. Your poem 
is charming ; so like the Italian ; fuU of beautiful similes." 
Have had a letter also from Lord John, in which he says, 
" I am delighted with your poem. Fairly speaking, I 
think the second story the best, and the third a falling off. 
The verses are beautiful and full of imagination." He adds 
afterwards, " I am happy to find that all here agree with 
me in opinion. Lady Jersey, Luttrel, Agar Ellis, all 
like the 'Angels' exceedingly." It is curious to see the 
difference of tastes. Lord J. here says, " The third story 
is a falling off," and just before I received his letter, I had 
been reading a Review, in which the wise critic says, 
" The third story, which is unquestionably the best of the 
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three." Lord John, of course, is right ; it is a falling off 
after the second. 

9th. Eead and wrote. Eeceived a copy of last Sun- 
day's John Bull, in -which (as Avas to be expected) the 
"Angels" are grossly abused, and strong efforts made (which 
I rather fear may be but too successful in some quarters) to 
brand it with a character of impiety and blasphemy. This 
is too hard. Eeceived a letter also from Rees, in which he 
toentions a criticism of Miss Aikin's, somewhat of the 
same tendency. The old proverb, "Give a dog a bad 
name, &c. &c." Should not wonder now if the tide were 
to set decidedly against it. 

11th. Mrs. Phipps came. Said the " Angels " were torn 
to pieces yesterday at Locke's. Hardly any of the party 
had read it, but aU abused it. Was just going out to call 
on the Lockes. Found Mrs. L. at home. Said (Mrs. 
Phipps having given me leave) that I heard how actively 
I had been dissected yesterday. She made some awkward 
explanations, and I turned the whole matter carelessly 
into a jest. 

12th. "Went to Church with Bessy and the little ones. 
Called on Mr. Awdrey afterwards, who told me how his 
house had been haunted by my "Angels," that his daughters 
could do nothing else but repeat verses out of it. The 
Phippses and their nephew came to us in the evening, and 
supped. Have read MuUer's "Account of the Ionian 
Isles," and Charles Sheridan's pamphlet; written a verse of 
the Third Sacred Song, and begun words for a fourth on 
the sixtieth chapter of Isaiah. Macdonald called, accord- 
ing to promise, upon me this morning, and lunched. 
Walked back with him on his way to Bowood. 

13th. Brought up some arrears of this Journal. Eead 
Hughes's pamphlet on the Greeks. Have resolved now to 

D 3 
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adopt as a nucleus for my Miscellany the plan of " Letter 
from a young Irishman on his way to join the Greeks." 

14th. Eead and wrote a little. Walked over to Bo- 
wood, where I have promised to stay till Thursday. "Was 
to have taken Anastasia with me, but the weather too bad. 
Company at dinner. Miss Emily Napier, and her two 
nieces, the Miss Bennetts, natural daughters of the Duke 
of Eichmond (the reforming Duke), and Stanley. Dinner 
very agreeable. Miss N. mentioned a French lady, of 
whom she inquired, by way of compliment, "in what 
manner she had contrived to speak Enghsh so well ? " and 
the answer was, " I begun by traducing^' Lord L. in the 
evening, quoted a ridiculous passage from the preface to 
Mrs. Piozzi's "Retrospections," in which, anticipating 
the ultimate perfection of the human race, she says 
she does not despair of the time arriving " when Vice wUl 
take refuge in the arms of Impossibility." Mentioned alsp 
an Ode of hers to Posterity, beginning, " Posterity, gre- 
garious Dame;" the only meaning of which must be, a 
Lady chez qui numbers assemble, — a Lady at home. I 
repeated what Jekyll told the other day of Bearcroft, 
saying to Mrs. Piozzi, when Thrale, after she had called 
him frequently Mr. Beercraft, " Beercraft is not my name. 
Madam ; it may be your trade, but it is not my name.^^ 
Dr. Currie once, upon being bored by a foolish Blue, to 
tell her the precise meaning of the word idea (which she 
said she had been reading about in some metaphysical 
work, but could not understand it), answered, at last, an- 
grily, " Idea, Madam, is the feminine of Idiot, and means 
a female fool." Sung a good deal in the evening, 

15th. A very bleak, snowy day. The whole party 
played shuttlecock in the conservatory. I played with 
the Miss Bennetts. Lord L. and Stanley kept it up 2050 
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times. Wrote some letters. Walked a little with Lord L. 
before dinner. Mentioned the old Lord Liverpool (when 
Mr. Jenkinson) saying, in answer to some one who had 
called him, "That evil genius, who lurks behind the 
Throne," "Mr. Speaker, I am not an evil genius; I am 
not lurking behind the Throne. I again repeat, I am not an 
evil genius, but the member for Eye in every respect what- 
soever " (this last a familiar phrase of his). Stanley men- 
tioned, at dinner, that on Lord Harrowby's going down tO 
Brighton last year, the King (who was out of temper with 
his Minister) received him with a coldness almost rude, 
Baying, " You are come down my Lord, to see your son, I 
suppose." " Yes, your Majesty," answered Lord H., "and 
for that solely." In talking of Geneva, and the sort of 
miniature scale every thing is upon there. Lord L. said, 
that one time when he was passing there, they had con- 
trived to get up a little Catholic Question, a cession having 
been made to them from Savoy, of a village (Colonge, I 
believe), which made it necessary to discuss the privileges 
of these new Catholic subjects, &c. &c. Talleyrand's 
quizzing the Genevese, by saying that geographers had 
quite forgot in enumerating the parts of the world, Europe, 
Asia, &c. &c., to add a fifth part, Geneva. Mentioned the 
trial of Lord Capel in the State Trials, and the sympathy 
attached to his fate, as resembling very much that of 
Ney (?) Sung again ; went through quantities of the Irish 
Melodies. 

16th. Lord L. pressed me to stay over to-day. Made 
Bome excuses ; but he brought Lady L. to his assistance, 
who offered to drive me over to Sloperton, that I might 
get my letters, and tell Mrs. Moore of my intention to 
remain another night. Went with her and Miss Napier. 
Lady L, proposed to bring Anastasia too, and she would 

V 4 
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send the carriage back with her before it was dark. Bessy 
did not much like my leaving her for another night ; biit 
at last she consented, 'Statia could not be ready in time 
to go. Walked over to Bowood about four. Bessy went 
with me as far as Mrs. Phipps's, who is not very well. 
An additional guest at dinner to-day — a Mrs. Fuller, who 
has travelled a good deal in Greece. Sung a good deal in 
the evening. Read, when I went to bed, a little of " Cel- 
lini's Life ; " his father giving him a box on the ear to 
remind him of the salamander, &c. 

17th. In talking of Ricardo, at breakfast, some one 
mentioned that he had been buried, — which is the cere- 
mony among the Jews towards any one who quits their 
faith. The friends of the convert, too, go into mourning 
for him. Some talk with Mrs. Fuller, after breakfast, 
about Greece. Has been at Scio. The people there 
were highly civilised ; had two or three universities. The 
women pretty and coquettish, but ignorant, as the Greek 
women are. Lord L. sent me word from his room, that 
if I waited tiU after luncheon, he would walk home with 
me. Did so ; and he, Stanley, and Mrs. Fuller, left me 
nearly at home. Foimd Mrs. P., who slept at the Cottage 
last night, Phipps having gone to Bath. 

18th. Had written to the Longmans (who have ap- 
prised me that I must revise for a fifth edition, as they are 
almost half through the fourth), that if they thought it 
would not be too late, I could make the "Angels" com- 
pletely eastern, and thus get rid of that connection with 
the Scriptures, which they fear will, in the long run, be a 
drag on the popularity of the poem. Received a letter to- 
day, in which they say, " your idea is the very thing," 
and encouraging me to follow it up by all means. Took a 
long walk. Mrs. P. remained to dinner and sleep. 
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19tli. Turned over my « D'Herbelot," &c., for the 
project of turning the poor "Angela" into "Turks." 
Walked to Melksham. Phipps and his nephew came and 
dined in their way from Bath. Received, to my most 
agreeable surprise, a portrait of my dearest father, in wax, 
which some artist of the name of Moore has executed 
lately in Dublin, and sent to me from London. 

20th. Eeading " D'Herbelot." Have finished also 
Santa Eosa's account of the "Revolution of Piedmont," 
which I brought away from Bowood. A sad story, and 
told sensibly and interestingly. What an immortality of 
contempt such fellows as Prince Carignan* secure to 
themselves ! 

21st. Received a note from Lord L. with last night's 
" Courier," which contains the noble answer of the 
Spaniards to the Allies. 

22nd. Walked to Bowood. Saw Lord and Lady L. 
Asked him if his library contained Prideaux's " Life of 
Mahomet," and Beausobre's " Manicheism." Has only 
the latter. Disapproves of my .idea of orientalising the 
" Angels," as it would be a sort of avowal that I was 
wrong in my first plan, which does not strike Mm in the 
least. Shall think a little more about it. Lord L. walked 
with me on my way home. Talked of going to Bath 
some day next week, and wiU take me if I like to go. 

23rd. Received "Beausobre" from Lord L, and some 
gingerbread nuts for Bessy from Lady L. By the by, 
I have forgot to mention that in the course of last week, 
having written to Murray to have what was preparing 
for (or against) me in the '^ Quarterly," and saying that, 

* Prince Carignan was afterwards the rash and unfortunate, but 
not contemptible, Charles Albert ! — Ed. 
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from something wbloli dropped from Croker, I liad half a 
hope he might undertake me, I received a letter from 
Croker reminding me that we had both agreed no friend 
should ever review the work of a friend ; but that still, if 
he had time (which he had not), nothing would give him 
more pleasure than attempting to do justice to my poem, 
&c. &c. 

25th. Keceived a letter from Lady Donegal (to whom 
I have not written since my reply to her criticism), ex- 
pressing great anxiety lest I should be angry with her, 
and asking forgiveness most amiably. 

26th. Keceived a letter from the Longmans (to whom 
I had communicated Lord L.'s dissent from the plan of 
orientalising the poem), saying that they had again given 
it their best consideration, and that they continued to 
think such an alteration would materially serve me and my 
future works with the public. Wrote to Lady D. to say 
that I never had the slightest idea of being angry with 
her, &c. &c. 

27th. A deluging thaw and rain. Wrote up to the 
Longmans for Hyde's " Religio Persarum," " Philo- 
Judseus," "Martin's Travels," &c., for my notes. No 
stirring out of the house. 

29th. Lady Lansdowne called to take leave of Bessy, 
as their horses go up to town to-morrow. Full of kindness : 
offered her a chair-bed from the park for her confinement, 
&c. &c. 

30th. A letter from Lady D., expressing great pleasure 
at my having taken her frankness so good-humouredly, 
and saying that my last letter had "raised me, if possible, 
higher in their opinion than ever ; " that she could not help 
showing it to Rogers, who seemed to think the same of it. 
Copied out and sent off three sacred songs to Power. 
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31st. Lord L. came to bid us good-by: sat some 
time with me talking of the Spaniards, the approaching 
war, &c. Mean to write a few such poems as my " Dream " 
about the Holy Alliance. 

February 1st. Received from the Longmans the 
" Monthly Eeview," containing an article on the " Angels :" 
very twaddling ; and, though meant to be kind, will do the 
poem mischief, as it takes up the Puritan tone about it. 

3rd. Nothing particular, 

4th. "Walked over to Bowood to look at the " Memoires 
de 1' Academie " for the notes. Sat near an hour and a 
half in the library, reading and transcribing ; and brought 
a volume away with me. Dined at Phipps's. A Mr. 
Legge of the party. Asked me to come again to-morrow 
to meet a Captain Amyot. Keceived to-day four more 
reviews of my poem in the " New Monthly," " London," 
"Gentleman's," and "Old Monthly" Magazines; all 
favourable enough except the " London," whose violence 
luckily defeats its own purpose. 

5th, Sent up two sheets of the corrected " Angels." 

7th to 9th. AU passed at home, and almost entirely in 
the house, from the badness of the weather. Our deaf 
Tom not at all well ; took it for the measles at first, but it 
turned out to be an inflammatory cold, very common just 
now. Sent up more sheets of the " Angels." Have heard 
nothing of the Longmans for a long time, and fear my 
faithful correspondent, Eees, must be very ill. Received 
a letter from Miss Lefanu, with some very pretty verses 
in praise of my " Angels." 

' 10th, Answered Miss Lefanu, and said, if she had no 
objection, I would have her verses inserted in the " Morn- 
ing Chronicle," The uneasy sensations stiU continue, and 
alarm me a little. 
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lltL Bowles called, on his way to Bath. Is about to 
publish a poem anonymously, and wishes me to have it 
announced for him. Advises we should send our Anastasia 
to the Moravian Establishment near him. 

12th, to March 15th. Have now been more than a 
month sine lined, and during that time have not stirred 
beyond the gates of my cottage, not being able to take 
the least exercise on account of these very disagreeable 
pains, &c. My chief occupation has been writing the 
new notes for the " Angels," and my " Fables for the 
Holy Alliance," which have been frequently advertised 
and puffed since the commencement of this month. Re- 
ceived several more reviews of the " Angels," and the long- 
expected broadside from " Blackwood" among the mmiber, 
which is a tolerably murderous discharge, and (I must say 
for it) very ably served : another very abusive one in the 
" Monthly Museum," but ill done, and, therefore, not so 
mischievous. A memoir of me and a portrait in a new 
periodical called the " British Magazine ; " very flattering ; 
at least the memoir. Received a letter from Murray 
about my bond to him for the Byron Memoirs ; far from 
civil : returned an answer in kind, and have received no 
reply. Wrote to Lord John, with Bessy's request that he 
would stand godfather for her forthcoming production: 
answered in the affirmative. Sent me some verses of his 
about the French armament against Spain, ia which he 



*' And the part of the Eagle 's performed by the Goose," 
A long letter from Croker on the intended metamor- 
phosis of my " Angels " into Turks : very kind and sen- 
sible. Wrote two Irish Melodies for Power. Received 
an application (an attorney's letter in fact, but very civilly 
disguised) from the solicitor of the Middle Temple, on the 
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subject of my long-owing fees : shall pay them when I go 
to town. Two letters from Lord Byron, not at all as 
lively as formerly : indeed Douglas Kinnaird told me when 
I was in town that the vivacity of his correspondence is 
very much dimmed. Bessy went one day to Bath, at- 
tended by Hughes (as I was not able to go myself), and 
settled upon a school for our dearest Anastasia ; a Miss 
Furness's, where there are but five girls at present, and 
twelve the limited number. Bessy much pleased with the 
lady herself, and the general air of the establishment. A 
sad thing that the sweet child cannot be educated at home ; 
but there are no masters to be got ; and though I would 
willingly myself give up all the accomplishments in the 
world for the great object of keeping her heart and man- 
ners as they are now — pure, kind, and simple, — yet 
Bessy is naturally anxious about the cultivation of her 
mind ; and having done all she can for her herself, wishes to 
give her the advantages that every other child possesses : 
so we must send her. The I7th of this month (the day 
after her birthday) fixed for her going. A call or two from 
my neighbour, Mr. Awdrey, and occasional visits from 
Mrs. Phipps, are the only interruptions the quiet of this 
interval has received. Nor should I ask anything happier 
or gayer if these pains did not hang about me obstinately. 
Shall consult Astley Cooper when I go up to town. Had 
a letter from my sister Nell, in which she mentioned (and 
as a matter of course) my dear old father " going out to a 
party " somewhere with her : long may he be able to do 
so! Received a letter from Murray, explaining away 
most anxiously any appearance of ofience there might have 
been in his former one, and concluding " with the most 
unfeigned admiration and esteem," &c. On the 16th we 
kept my dear 'Stasia's birthday, and on the 18th Bessy took 
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her to school. Wrote to Woolriche to know whether he 
was likely to be In London the latter end of the month, 
as I was anxious to consult him. Eeceived an answer to 
say that the Duke of Bedford had got the gout, and 
seemed unwilling to leave Woburn ; but that, notwith- 
standing, if I would let him know my movements, he 
would manage to run up to town for a couple of days to 
me. Lingered on in this way, without taking any exercise, 
but still getting gradually better, till the 

27th. Left home in a chaise for town at 2 o'clock. 
Took Bessy and Tom with me as far as the corner of the 
road to Wans. Arrived at Newbury a little after six, 
where I slept. 

28th. Started in the Marlborough coach at half-past 
ten : alone all the way, and suffered much less inconveni- 
ence from the journey than I expected. Arrived at 
Hatchett's at six, and dined there. Found my lodgings in 
Duke Street comfortably ready for me. 

29th. Called at Sir A. Cooper's at ten. Out of town, 
and will not return till Monday. Breakfasted at the 
Greorge. Called upon Power, and returned home (all in a 
hackney coach) before one. Saw in the newspapers a 
work announced, called " Angelographia," by a clergyman, 
" On the Nature and Offices of the Holy Angels, partly 
Occasioned by two poems, lately published, the name of 
one of which, and the subject of both, is the ' Loves of 
the Angels.' " Had a letter from Lucy Drew, announcing 
her intention of being in London about this time. Dined 
at the George ; and home early. 

30th. At home and alone all day. Delicious weather 
for the Easter Sunday folks. Dined at the George, and 
home early. Employed in transcribing my Fables. 

31st. Called at Sir A. Cooper's in the morning, but 
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such crowds waiting for him that there seemed no chance. 
Breakfasted at the George, and returned, but still crowds. 
Determined to write and request an appointment. Power 
and Orme called upon me. Orme Tery smiling, parti- 
cularly when I read him some of the Fables, which he 
seemed to think would do. Made arrangements for money 
with him, taking up Corry's bill, &c. &c. Dined at the 
George, and home early. A civil note from Sir A. Cooper, 
fixing to-morrow at twelve. 

April 1st. Saw Sir A. Cooper, who apologised for 
" giving snch a man the trouble" of coming to him. Said 
there was no cause for uneasiness in the symptoms I felt. 
Kecommended me, among ■ other things, the use of the 
shower-bath. Begged me to let him see me again, " as a 
friend, if I would do him that honour." Altogether very 
courteous. "Walked afterwards (for the first time since I 
came to town) to Rogers's. Very agreeable. In talldng of 
the " Angels," said the subject was an unlucky one. When 
I mentioned Lord Lansdowne's opinion that it was better 
than " Lalla Eookh," said he would not rank it so high as 
the " Veiled Prophet" for execution, nor the"Firewor- 
shippers" for story and interest, but would place it rather 
on the level of " Paradise and the Peri." Asked me to 
dine with him, which I did; company, Wordsworth and 
his wife and sister-in-law, Cary (the translator of Dante),' 
Hallam, and Sharpe. Some discussion about Racine and 
Voltaire, in which I startled, and rather shocked them, by 
saying that, though there could be no doubt of the superior 
taste and workmanship of Racine, yet that Voltaire's 
tragedies interested me the most of the two. Another 
electrifying assertion of mine was, that I would much 
rather see " Othello" and " Romeo and Jidiet" as Itahan 
operas, and played by Pasta, than the original of Shak- 
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speare, as acted on the London stage. Wordsworth told 
of some acquaintance of his, who being told, among other 
things, to go and see the " Chapeau de PaiUe" at Antwerp, 
said, on his return, " I saw all the other things you men- 
tioned, but as for the straw-hat manufactory I could not 
make it out." Sharpe mentioned a curious instance of 
Walter Scott's indifference to pictures : when he met him 
at the Louvre, not willing to spare two or three minutes 
for a walk to the bottom of the gallery, when it was the 
first and last opportunity he was likely to have of seeing 
the " Transfiguration," &c. &c. In speaking of music, and 
the difference there is between the poetical and musical 
ear, Wordsworth said that he was totally devoid of the 
latter, and for a long time could not distinguish one tune 
from another. Rogers thus described Lord Holland's 
feeling for the Arts : " Painting gives him no pleasure, 
and music absolute pain." Wordsworth's excessive praise 
of " Christabel," joined in by Gary, far beyond my com- 
prehension. The whole day duU enough. Went away to 
call on Lady Donegal, whom I found pretty well, and 
very glad to see me. Mary Godfrey has been iU. Walked 
home, and had a restless night, as if I had exerted myself 
too much. Received from the Longmans a copy of the 
new " Edinburgh Review," in which Lord Byron and I 
are reviewed together, and very favourably. 

2nd. Lucy arrived with Mrs. H. Ogle. Called upon 
her. Called upon Lord Lansdowne; admired a pretty 
picture of a child by Sir J. Reynolds, of which he told me 
that, at the sale where he bought it, the day had been so 
dark and misty that people could hardly see the pictures, 
till just at one moment a sunbeam burst suddenly in and 
fell upon this, lighting it up so beautifully that the whole 
company broke, by one common consent, into a loud peal 
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of clapping. This sunbeanij lie added, cost him at least 
fifty pounds in the purchase of the picture. Saw Lady L. 
too, who was particularly friendly; just going out of 
town; and asked me to diae with them next Tuesday. 
Dined at Lady Donegal's ; and went nowhere else after- 
wards. 

3rd. Wet weather. Driving about in a hackney coach ; 
Lucy's ; the Temple, in order to ascertain the amount of 
the fees I owe. Begged of the solicitor to inquire for me 
how many terms I have got to serve for the English bar : 
think of being called, for the form of the thing. Dined at 
Longman's ; Power of the party. They mentioned, as a 
proof of Walter Scott's industry, that when he was editor 
of the " Edinburgh Annual Register," being allowed books, 
as is the custom, to cut up for extracts, &c., he would 
often, in order to save a book worth 15*. for his library, 
pass the greater part of the day transcribing the necessary 
passages. Home afterwards. 

4th. Called upon Lucy to go to Chantrey's, with some 
specimens of Douglas's casts from medals (a valuable dis- 
covery, as he thinks), in order to know Chantrey's opinion 
of the invention. Poor Chantrey, but just recovering 
from a long iUness; and his wife now dangerously iU. 
Seemed to think nothing whatever of Douglas's discovery, 
as a means of emolument. Went afterwards, in a hackney 
coach, with Lucy to Murray's, to show her his room and 
his pictures; thence to the Foreign Office. Dined at 
Mr. Monkhouse's (a gentleman I had never seen before), 
on Wordsworth's invitation, who lives there whenever he 
comes to town. A singular party : Coleridge, Rogers, 
Wordsworth and wife, Charles Lamb (the hero, at pre- 
sent, of the " London Magazine ") and his sister (the poor 
woman who went mad with him in the diligence on 
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the way to Paris), and a Mr. Eobinson, one of the minora 
sidera of this constellation of the Lakes, the host himself, 
a Mecsenas of the school, contributing nothing but good 
dinners and silence. Charles Lamb, a clever fellow 
certainly ; but full of villanous and abortive puns, which 
he miscarries of every minute. Some excellent things, 
however, have come from him; and his fri«nd Robinson 
mentioned to me not a bad one. On Robinson's receiving 
his first brief, he called upon Lamb to tell him of it. " I 
suppose," said Lamb, " you addressed that line of Milton's 
to it, ' ThoM first best cause, least understood.' " Coleridge 
told some tolerable things. One of a poor author, who, 
on receiving from his publisher an account of the proceeds 
(as he expected it to be) of a work he had published, saw 
among the items, " Cellerage, 3/. 1 Qs. 6d." and thought it 
was a charge for the trouble of sellinff the 700 copies, 
which he did not consider unreasonable ; but on inquiry 
he found it was for the cellar-room, occupied by his work, 
not a copy of which had stirred from thence. He told, 
too, of the servant-maid where he himself had lodged at 
Eamsgate, coming in to say that he was wanted, there 
being a person at the door inquiring for a poet ; and on 
his going out, he found it was a pot-boy from the public- 
house, whose cry, of " any pots for the Angel," the girl 
had mistaken for a demand for a poet. Improbable enough. 
In talking of Klopstock, he mentioned his description of 
the Deity's " head spreading through space," which, he said, 
gave one the idea of a hydrocephalous affection. Lamb 
quoted an epitaph by Clio Eickman, in which, after several 
lines, in the usual jog-trot style of epitaph, he continued 
thus : — 

" He well performed the husband's, father's part 
And knew immortal Hudibras by heart." 
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A good deal of talk with Lamb about De Foe's works, 
which he praised warmly, particularly " Colonel Jack," of 
which he mentioned some striking passages. Is collecting 
the works of the Dunciad heroes. Coleridge said that 
Spenser is the poet most remarkable for contrivances of 
versification: his spelling words differently, to suit the 
music of the Hne, putting sometimes " spake," sometimes 
" spoke," as it fell best on the ear, &c. &c. To show the 
difference in the facihty of reciting verses, according as 
they were skilfuUy or unskilfully constructed, he said he 
had made the experiment upon Beppo and Whistlecraft 
(Frere's poem), and found that he could read three stanzas 
of the latter in the same time as two of the former. This 
is absurd. Talked much of Jeremy Taylor; his work 
upon " Prophesying," &c. C. Lamb told me he had got 
170?. for his two years' contributions to the " London 
Magazine " (Letters of Elia). Should have thought it 
more. 

6th. Breakfasted at Eogers's, to meet C. Lamb. Ee- 
peated some of my " Fables," which they seemed to like. 
Called on Mrs. Story, Went out to Holland House, 
having had a kind note from Lady Holland, asking me to 
pass some days ; but answered that I would only stay over 
to-night. Found Lord and Lady H. with Lord Gran- 
ville. When he went away, repeated to them " Church 
and State," from my " Fables," which they seemed to like 
very much. Lady Holland went to dress ; and I repeated 
to Lord H. the " Looking Glasses," which he said was ex- 
cellent, " very radical, but very good." The " Dissolution 
of the Holy Alliance " did not seem to strike him much ; 
but he seemed pleased with the " Fly and the Bullock : " 
said they were like Swift. Company at dinner, Vernon 
and Lady Elizabeth, Lord Grey, Lord Howard de 
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"Walden^ and Sidney Smith. Smith told some stories of 
Judge Park ; his addressing the young woman in the 
court, " Young woman, don't stand so close to Mr. 
DoneUan ; it is'nt to the credit of any young woman to be 
so close to Mr. Donellan : " Mr. Donellan's demand for an 
explanation, &c. &c. In the evening. Lord HoUand 
assisted me to consult some books of Heraldry, in the 
library, for the exact number of the pearls on the dif- 
ferent coronets, which I wanted to ascertain for my 
"Epitaph on a Tuft-hunter." My Lady catechised me 
very kindly about my health ; wondered I could go to 
such a savage fellow as Astley Cooper ; cautioned me 
against the shower-bath; said that WiUis had declared 
he owed to it more patients than to any other cause. 
Sidney Smith very comical about the remedy that Lady 
H. is going to use for the bookworm, which is making 
great ravages in the library. She is about to have them 
washed with some mercurial preparation ; and Smith 
says it is Davy's opinion that the air will become 
charged with the mercury, and that the whole family will 
be salivated. " I shall see AUen," says Smith, " some 
day, with his tongue hanging out, speechless, and. shall 
take the opportunity to stick a few principles into him." 
Slept there. 

7th. Ordered a hackney coach to take me away ; but 
my Lady countermanded it, and said she would send me 
in the carriage. Made me repeat the " Looking Glasses," 
of which Lord Holland had told her ; said It was very 
Avitty. Gave me the engraving of her Napoleon's snuff- 
box. Her pretty daughter, Mary, and the Governess, 
came In with me in the carriage. 

8th. Wrote to Lady Holland for her box, to-morrow 
night, at the theatre, for Mrs. Ogle and Lucy. Dined at 
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Lord Lansdowne's: company, Misses Fox and Vernon, 
Sidney Smith, Jekyll, Hallam, &c. &c. Smith gave me a 
very cordial invitation to his house in Yorkshire. 

9 th. Dined at Power's, to meet Bishop, Jackson, the 
boxer, had called upon me in the morning, to know where 
that well-known line, " Men are but children of a larger 
growth," is to be found ; said there was a bet depending on 
it, and he thought I would be most likely to teU. Not, 
he said, in "Young's Night Thoughts." Promised to 
make out, if I could. Received a note from Lady Hol- 
land, enclosing the order for her box. Called upon by 
Lucy and Mrs. Ogle at eight, and went with them ; Ogle 
himself and C. Sheridan of the party. " Count Julian," 
and a melodrama, in which Miss Foote looked very 
pretty. 

10th. Dined at Eogers's. A distinguished party : S. 
Smith, Ward, Luttrel, Payne Knight, Lord Aberdeen, 
Abercrombie, Lord Clifden, &c. Smith particularly 
amusing. Have rather held out against him hitherto; 
but this day he conquered me ; and I now am his victim, 
in the laughing way, for life. His imagination of a duel 
between two doctors, with oil of croton on the tips of 
their fingers, trying to touch each other's lips highly 
ludicrous. What Rogers says of Smith, very true , 
that whenever the conversation is getting dtill, he 
throws in some touch which makes it rebound, and rise 
again as light as ever. Ward's artificial efforts, which 
to me are always painful, made still more so by their 
contrast to Smith's natural and overflowing exuberance. 
Luttrel too, considerably extinguished to-day ; but there 
is this difference between Luttrel and Smith — that after 
the former, you remember what good things he said, and 
after the latter, you merely remember how much you 
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laughed. Ward's delight at the report of bad news from 
Portugal (defeats of the Constitutionalists, &c.), very 
disgusting. "Went at ten, to join the Storys at Drury 
Lane, and saw a melodrama. Supped with them after- 
wards. 

11th. Dined early with Rogers and his sister, in order 
to go see " Simpson and Co." (of which successful piece, 
by the by, I brought the MS. from Paris). On our way 
to the theatre received a note from Lucy, fixing for me to 
come to Mrs. Ogle's in the evening. Rogers took me to 
Lady Spencer's box, to which he is a subscriber, and not 
a little proud thereof. 

12th. Was to have breakfasted with Lord Lansdowne, 
but sent him an excuse, Rogers having fixed for me to 
meet Barry Cornwall (Mr. Proctor) at his house ; a gentle, 
amiable-mannered person in very ill health, which has de- 
layed his marriage with a person he has long been in love 
with ; she, too, an invalid ; and somebody, the other day, 
described the two lovers supping together at nine o'clock 
on water gruel. Returned home at twelve, to copy out 
for the printer. Called on by Lucy and her maid to go 
to Davison (the printer, who has married the little gover- 
ness that lived with Lady Virginia). He wishes me to 
interest myself with Murray for him. Thence to Valpy, 
about my " Thesaurus," which I thought of exchanging 
for his " Classics ; " but find the latter would amount (what 
is already published) to 417. : requires consideration. 
After this to Longmans', where I gave my copy, and 
made them show Lucy the premises. Went, as Lord 
Lansdowne's guest, to dine at the King of Clubs ; Wishaw 
took me. Company — Sharpe, Lord Lansdowne, Lord 
King, William Smith, Luttrel, Payne Knight, Phillips, 
and Wishaw ; agreeable enough. Lord King amusing 
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about the Church, which is now the standing butt for all 
irreverent jokes. Lord Bexley's motto. Grata quies, is by 
Canning translated. Great Quiz. Payne Knight's opera- 
tions on the turbot ; thought of the preface to his new 
poem, where he says his senses are blunted by age. "Went 
afterwards to the opera with Lord Lansdowne ; Meroa- 
danti's " Claudio h Ellsa;" saw the last act in Lady L.'s 
box ; rather pretty, but not very striking. Went after- 
wards to join Mrs. Ogle and Lucy in the pit ; saw them to 
their carriage at the end, and then home. 

13th. Went to the Lansdownes' at half-past six, to 
be taken to Holland House to dinner. Company — the 
Duke and Duchess of San Lorenzo, Sir F. Burdett, Hob- 
house, Lord Arthur Hill, &c. Dinner too large to be very 
agreeable. Lady H.'s mystery in the evening; making 
me sit by her in the privileged chair, saying that I 
would be of use to her there, as she had got into a scrape ; 
then pointing vaguely to where a pretty girl (a ward, I 
believe, of Lord Holland's) sat, and muttering something 
about "the little god," &c.; all of which was so much 
Hebrew to me. Returned with the Lansdownes, whose 
carriage took me home. Was asked to the Harringtons' 
(to meet the Duke and Duchess of Leinster, who are ar- 
rived), but too late to go. 

14th. Received an impatient letter from Bess, which 
rather disturbed me, both on her account and my own. 
Perceive she is getting quite uncomfortable without me, 
and yet have quantities of things to do in town. Must 
manage as well as I can. Woolriche called while I was 
dressing, having just arrived ; thinks a shower-bath will do 
me service, though, as I told him. Lady Holland last 
night rather alarmed me about this remedy, by mention- 
ing that Willis said it has sent him more patients than 
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any other cause. "W. told me that Lord John is just 
arrived. "Went to dinner at Lansdowne House at half- 
past seven. Lord L. having asked me to dine quietly with 
themselves in his room before their assembly. He did not 
come from the House of Lords till about eight. Dined 
without dressing ; young Maedonald of the party. A 
good deal of talk about Ireland and the Irish parliament. 
I said that, notwithstanding the corruption of that parlia- 
ment, its existence was serviceable ia keeping alive (by the 
principles continually and eloquently broached in it) an 
active political feeling, a circulation of public spirit, which 
is the only antiseptic that can keep a country from decay 
and degradation, and which is now, in Ireland, totally gone ; 
that this is evident from the fact of there not being, in the 
convulsions which agitate her, one political motive to give 
the slightest degree of dignity to her tumultuousness ; 
that if there had not existed that parliament (bad as it had 
always been), there never would have been enough of 
public spirit generated to produce the grand spectacle 
which Ireland exhibited in '82. Lord L., who seemed to 
question all this, and to consider the getting rid of so 
profligate a parliament, at all events, a benefit, remarked 
that if the events of '82 were to be attributed to the 
influence of a parliament, there was no reason why that 
influence should not be progressive ; whereas, on the con- 
trary, public spirit had so retrograded from that period, 
that the profligacy developed by the measure of the Union 
was such as never had before disgraced any assembly or 
nation. To this I answered. That the interval between 
(occupied as it was by the agitation produced everywhere 
by the French Revolution, and which in Ireland ended in 
a bloody rebellion) was not a fair trial of the influence of 
such principles as triumphed in '82 ; that England herself 
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was " frighted from her propriety," and put in a position 
unnatural to her during that interval ; and that therefore 
we cannot possibly judge how far the dawn of independ- 
ence which rose upon Ireland in '82 might have brightened 
if it had not been overcast by this general convulsion of 
the whole civilised world. Sat talking a long time, 
though the assembly was commencing, and Lady L. came 
in two or three times to urge Lord L. to go and dress. 
Assembly not very large : saw numbers I knew. Talked 
a good deal with Lady Jersey, who was full of praise of 
the " Angels." Home pretty early. 

15th. Went down to Longmans' with more copy. Had 
reserved myself to-day for a dinner at the Ogles', and 
play after ; but no tidings of it. Left word for Woolriche, 
that if he was disengaged to-day, we might dine together. 
Called upon Lord John, but he had gone to the House. 
Called upon W. Spencer, to fix to-morrow to dine with 
him. 

16th, Woolriche called on his way to return to Wo- 
bum. To Longmans' with more copy. Called on Mrs. 
Story and the Donegals. Dined with W. Spencer. 
Spencer not in very high feather. Mentioned those two 
good linies, written, he said, on Madame de Genlis, though 
in general supposed to be on Madame de Stael : — 

" Elise se consume en efforts superflug ; 
La Vertu n'en veut pas, le Vice n'en veut plus." 

What Madame de Stael said of Paris, Cest la ville du 
monde ou on ■pent le mieux se passer du bonheur. Her reply 
to a man who, upon finding himself placed between her 
and a very pretty woman, said how lucky he was de se 
trouver place entre le Genie et la Beaute. Cest la pre- 
miere fois (said Madame de Stael) qu'on rriait hue pour ma 
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heaute. A long discussion upon French heroics : had in 
volumes of Eacine, &c. "Went afterwards to Miss Drum- 
mond's, where I sung a little with Lucy ; and from thence 
to Almack's: rather thin. Saw Mrs. Bennet and Miss 
Russell*, and an old London acquaintance of mirie, a 
pretty woman, whose name I forget. Talked some time 
with the Lady Greys ; stayed but half an hour ; home be- 
fore one. Have not been able to make out the source of 
the line for Jackson. Stewart Rose said some one had 
asserted it was in Koscommon ; but it is not. 

17th. Went to Power's with Lucy to choose some 
music ; thence to the Bazaar. Had gone in the morning 
to see Barbara Godfrey take her lesson of dancing, with 
my old acquaintance, Billy Jenkins. His poetical language 
very amusing ; begging her, in the Minuet de la Cour, to 
imagine him and herself as sylphs that had not met for some 
time ; the surprise, the recognition, &c. &c. ; the under 
part of the body alone to move, the upper to remain quiet ; 
to avoid looking like a quadruped, &c. &c. Received, on 
my return home, a note from the Longmans, full of panic 
at an opinion they have^ just had from their legal adviser, 
Turner, that the " Fables " are indictable, as " tending to 
bring monarchy into contempt." Dined at Lord King's 
(was asked also to Lord Essex's): company, Mr. Thos. 
GrenviUe, Payne Knight, Sharpe, Sir G. Robinson (who 
came from the House at the end of dinner, and brought us 
an account of Canning's foolish interruption of Brougham, 
" That is false," &c.), and a scientific gentleman whose 
name I could not make out. Conversation chiefly about 
grammar : Prior's " than her" and " than me" pronounced, 
with Lowth, to be wrong. Milton's " than whom " dis- 
cussed. Knight said that the test of soundness or propriety 
* Two daughters of Lord William Russell. 
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in phrases was translating them into Latia, that language 
being, beyond all others, the language of good sense. I 
quoted those lines of Lord Byron in the " Giaour " as de- 
fying all grammar, and yet impossible (for dramatic effect) 
of being altered for the better — 

" Faithless to him, he shrunk the blow, 
But true to me, I laid him low." 

Eobinson quoted, as another instance, the celebrated 
" Je t'aimais inconstant, qu'aurais-je fait fidele? " 

Told Sharpe of the Longmans' panic; thought it very 
absurd. Lady King offered to take me to Mrs. T. Hope's, 
where I had promised to go ; but went, instead, to Miss 
Drummond, where I found Mrs. Humphrey Butler and 
her daughters, &c. ; quadriUes going on. 

18th. Lady H.'s last note leaving me an excuse for 
considering myself as let off for to-day, resolved not to go. 
Went to the Longmans, and had a discussion with Turner 
on the subject of his opinion about the " Fables." The 
Longmans expected I should make alterations, but told 
them that was impossible. Asked Turner whether he 
thought the Constitutional Association (which is what he 
dreads) would be content with having the author delivered 
up to them. Said it was most probable they would. 
" This then," said I, " might settle perhaps all alarms, as I 
was perfectly ready to meet the consequences myself in 
every way ; though of there being any such consequences 
from the publication I had not the slightest apprehension." 
Left them to consider the matter. Bought the Bishop of 
Winchester's "Life of Pitt" for four or five and twenty 
shillings in Holborn. 

19th. Dined at Phillips's. Drove first, by mistake, to 
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his son's in Hill Street, wliere the servant who opened the 
door said, " Perhaps, sir, it is to Mr. Phillips's of Mount 
Street you meant to go, for we are going to dine there 
too." Company, Sidney Smith, the Greorge Phillipses, the 
Ordes, the Macdonalds, &c. Sidney Smith had that day 
gone through the ceremony at Lambeth, which it appears 
all persons must do upon receiving a second living : they 
are shut up by themselves, with pen and ink, and the 
choice of four subjects given them, on one of which they 
must write a Latin prose Thesis. This is reaUy a greater 
tax upon pluralists than I had supposed to exist ; for nine 
out of ten reverends must be sadly posed by the task. 
Not that their examiner is likely to be very strict. He 
says doubtless of these pluralists, Ubi plura nitent non ego 
paucis qffendar maculis. Found in Mrs. G. Phillips, 
whom I sat next, an old Derbyshire acquaintance, one of 
Lord "Waterpark's daughters. Smith and I walked home 
together. Had a letter from Lady H. to-day, to say I 
was expected yesterday ; my cover vacant, and a bed ready 
for me. 

20th. Called upon Rogers, and consulted with him 
about this hitch that has taken place in the publication of 
the " Fables." Advised me to require a decisive answer. 
Called at Lansdowne House ; saw Lady L., who was all 
amiabihty. Has offered me, by the by, the use of her 
shower-bath from the Park, till they go down themselves. 
It is delightful to see how that cold uncertainty which at 
first hung upon her manner towards me is clearing away, 
and giving place to a friendly, frank familiarity, which is 
both more becoming to her and far more comfortable to 
me. Home at two to receive Lord John, who has called 
two or three times without finding me. Wallced out 
with him. Called afterwards on Shee, the painter ; glad 
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to find that he has been pleased with the " Angels," Says 
he thought it the most beautiful thing I had ever written, 
or that ever had been written in that style ; but that I 
had given the world so much in the same strain they 
naturally must relax in their eagerness about it ; and that 
it was necessary for me now to change my hand. He is 
right. Dined at Sir G. "Warrender's ; company, Lady 
Saltoun and her daughters. Lord Lovaine, Lord Lyne- 
doch, Sir P. Doyle, &c. ; splendid dinner, both in cookery 
and service. Doyle's account of the Spaniards (corrobo- 
rated by Lord Lovaine), that there is no answering for 
what they will do or will not do ; they may all suddenly 
join the French, or start up as suddeiily in universal array 
against them. In the evening, Countess San Antonio, 
Lady Farquhar, and a rather pretty girl. Miss Bennet, 
Lord Ashley (very like Lord Byron), my old friend 
Beecher, &c. &c. There was a young man (Captain 
Somebody) who sang very sweetly. I sang several songs, 
besides an unhappy duet with the Countess San Antonio. 
Warrender most cordially and earnestly entreated me to 
make his house my home when I should come to London ; 
that I should be free after breakfast for the day, except 
upon some particular days, when he would lay an embargo 
upon me for a home dinner; all very kind. Was home 
before one. Lord Ashley walking with me the greater part 
of the way. 

21st. A sort of half promise to go to Holland House 
to-day ; having refused Lord Darnley on that plea, also 
one of the Vice-Presidents of the Covent Garden Fund 
dinner ; and ought to go there ; but determined for young 
Perry's, where I shall meet Kenny. Went down to 
Paternoster Bow to learn the final resolve of the Co. 
Told me they had, to satisfy themselves, submitted the 
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sheets to Denman, and would let me know Hs opinion as 
soon as they received it. Walked about St. James's to 
see the crowds the levee brought together. Company at 
Perry's, poor old doubled-up Skeffington, Beazley the 
architect, HiU, Kenny, and a gentleman whose name I 
forget, who sung in the evening to the pianoforte. Sung 
a couple of songs for them myself, though hating such an 
operation with he hearers ; and got home early. Found a 
note from the Eow, inclosing one from Denman to the 
attorney ; very clearly written, and saying (just as I ex- 
pected) that, though he could not guarantee against the 
foUy of people in prosecuting, he would venture to 
guarantee the result of such a prosecution, which had been 
anticipated by Horace and Pope — 

" The plaintiff will be hiss'd, 
My Lords the Judges laiigh, and you're dismiss'd." 

22nd. Met Lord John when I went out; walked 
together some time; promised to breakfast with him in 
the morning. Took my place in the coach for Thursday 
morning. Must, after all, leave my printing unfinished ; 
and the work, which was announced in all the papers for 
yesterday, will not be out now for a fortnight. Went 
down to the Longmans; had 60/. To Power's, on my 
way back, and looked over some music. To Mrs. Story's ; 
promised to dine with her to-day. Left them at eight 
to go to the opera. Went to Lady Lansdowne's box, 
and found there Lady Davy, Mrs. Orde, and the Due de 
Dalberg ; Lord L. himself afterwards came in. Sat some 
time in Lord Essex's box ; thence to Lady Farquhar's, to 
make my excuse for not calling this morning. 

23rd. Breakfasted with Lord John ; showed me a letter 
he received, a day or two ago, from the Duke, on the 
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politics of the day, very clearly written, and fuU of quite 
a youthful ardour on the subject. 

24th. Started at seven in the White Lion coach ; com- 
panions, an elderly military gentleman, and a poor sickly 
girl, brought up in France. Arrived at home at seven, 
and found my dear Bessy looking wonderfully well, but 
little Tom ill with a feverish cold. Had brought away a 
wrong portmanteau, and mine was gone on to Bath. 

25th. Got my own portmanteau; and sent oiF some 
corrected proofs to town. 

26th. Have determined to set up a little four-wheeled 
gig and pony, as I doubt whether I shall ever be able to 
take such long walks as I used. Consulted Phipps about 
it, who has promised to set inquiries on foot for me. 

27th. Saimtering about the garden with Bess. 

28tli. Sent off my preface and title. 

2Sth, 30th. Little or nothing. Eeceived a letter from 
the Longmans, suggesting the omission of the epitaphs, to 
which 1 readily acceded; except that upon a Lawyer, 
which I wished to have retained. 

May 1st. Walked over to Phipps's. They proposed 
going to Brickhill to show me Hughes's cottage. Mrs. P. 
drove me, and he rode. Dined with them on our return ; 
and they came home and played cards, and supped with 
Bessy afterwards. 

2nd. Borrowed a donkey, chaise from our neighbour. 
Farmer Gaby, and drove Bessy over to BrickhiU to see 
her friend, Mrs. Hughes, who returned yesterday evening. 
Met Dr. Hindley on the way (who has been aU kindness 
to my dear Bessy, both during the accident to her nose, 
and lately), and he seemed to think her expedition so far 
rather adventurous in her present situation. Went on^ 
however, and did not get back tiU eight o'clock. 



64 DIAET OF [^TAT. 43. 

4tli, 5th. Employed myself in bringing up tliis Journal. 
Have read since I came home Madame Campan's " Me- 
moirs of Marie Antoinette ; " a sad story. 

6 th. Received from the Longmans two copies of the 
" Fables," which are to be published to-morrow. Found, 
to my great mortification, that I had by mistake sent up 
the uncorrected slips instead of the corrected ones (they 
having sent me down two sets) ; in consequence of which 
the two last sheets are published exactly as the printer's 
devils left them, comme il a plu aux diables, with all those 
errors of my own, too, which I had corrected in the im- 
sent proofs. This is too provoking. Wrote off to the 
Longmans immediately, to bid them put a list of errata in 
the newspapers ; but too late for the post. 

7th. Corrected one of the copies of the " Fables," and 
despatched it to the Longmans, who seem to think another 
edition wiU be wanting instantly. 

8th. A notice of the "Fables" in the "Chronicle;" 
favourable, of course, but ill done. Dined at Phipps's. 
The General very gentlemanly. 

9th. A notice of the " Fables" in the " Times ; " done 
(as everything in that Paper is) with the utmost skiU. and 
good taste. Mrs. P. and the General called in their ride, 
and entreated me to join them again to-day ; which Bessy 
thought it would be but kind to do. Did so. Read them 
the "Looking Glasses" out of the "Times;" but it did 
not tell upon them. This is what I feared ; — those 
allegories are too abstract for common readers. Wretched, 
uncomfortable walks home these two nights from the bad- 
ness of the weather. 

11th. Wrote a song for the new musical work I mean 
to do for Power, founded upon Sappho's beautiful lines, 
TXvKsia fiUTsp, ov roi. Read " Clarke's Travels," " Dod- 
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well," &c. Mrs. P. called in the evening. Tom and I 
walked part of the way home with her. Keceived to-day 
three reviews of my book ; two of them (though I bid 
the Longmans send me nothing abusive this time) full of 
contemptuous (but at the same time contemptible) attacks 
upon it. These were the " Literary Gazette," and the 
" Museum;" in the latter, too, a heavy, canting (but 
rather respectful) essay upon the character of my poetry 
in general, repeating the old charge of its dangerous effects 
upon female minds, &c. The third review was that of 
which little Jessy the governess's husband is the pro- 
prietor, and kind of course. 

12th. Reading the Bishop of Winchester's " Life of 
Pitt," and some of the speeches of Fox and Burke. 

13th, A kind letter from Lord Lansdowne, enclosing 
one from Eogers, both speaking favourably of the "Fables." 
E. says that none of those who had read them (and he 
knew some who had read them twice) seemed to have 
been aware of the errors I mentioned to him. An article 
full of praise in the " British Press." 

14th. Wrote, between to-day and yesterday, another 
song for the musical work, the scene of which I mean to 
lay in Greece. 

15th. Begun another song to an air of my own, which 
Lucy used to like very much ; " Oh, Maids of Zion." Do 
not see any announcement of the second edition in the 
papers; another flash in the pan. Application from an 
upholsterer in Devizes to pay his bill, as he is distressed 
for money. Wrote to announce to the Longmans that I 
must draw upon them. A "John Bull" newspaper to- 
day (of course filled with abuse of the "Fables") sent 
from the same kind hand that forwarded' me this paper's 
attack upon the " Angels." Disappointed, however^ the 
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kind soul's Intentions (whoever he or she may be) by 
putting it in the fire, without looking at more than my 
name. 

16th. Finished " Oh, Maids of Zion." Eeceived the 
French translation of my " Loves of the Angels" with a 
most encomiastic notice of me and my works prefixed to it. 

17th. An account in the papers of the public meeting 
for the Greeks on Thursday. Sir James Mackintosh con- 
cluded a splendid speech by quoting (with most flattering 
mention of me) three stanzas from the " Torch of Liberty," 
in the " Fables.'' My name received with "loud cheering.'' 
This is gratifying. How I lament not having been able 
to attend this meeting ! Such an opportunity for me to 
speak in public may hardly ever again occur; the subject, 
the audience, — all would have been what I am most am- 
bitious of. The Phippses came in the evening; played 
cards, and supped. 

18th. Copied out my three songs, and a fragment of a 
fourth, and dispatched them to Power. Eeceived from 
the Longmans the " Scotsman " paper, in which there is 
most enthusiastic praise of me and the " Fables ;" says in 
one part, " If everybody felt as we do on the subject, the 
whole country would decree to him a crown of laurel." 
See in the " Times " report of the great meeting that when 
Mackintosh mentioned my name there was " much cheer- 
ing." Lady Lansdowne arrived at Bowood. 

20th. In returning from a saunter to Chitto [Chitway] 
Valley, met Lady L. and Lord Kerry, who had walked 
to call at the cottage ; but were not let in, Bessy beino-, 
they said, fast asleep. Turned about with her, and 
walked some way ; promised to come to Bowood before 
she goes. 

22nd, Began another song for the Greek work. Em- 
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ployed at intervals, for some days past, reading the 
speeches of Burke, &c., on the Hastings business, Bisset's 
" History of George III.," Bishop of "Winchester's " Life 
ofPitt,"8fC. 

23rd. Received a very kind note from Lady L., in 
which she says she had been charged by Lords Lans- 
downe, Holland, and Lord John (as weU as various 
others), to tell me how much my " Fables " were ad- 
mired ; that it was impossible to say in a note half of 
what she was charged with, but that the admiration of 
them was so cordial, it could not but give me pleasure ; 
and that when she was at Holland House, the two copies 
they had there were fought for. This is all very gratifying. 
I only wish the public would catch a little more of the 
same enthusiasm, and buy me up more rapidly. Sent to 
Lady L. a letter for Bogers, in which I begged of him 
to put down my name to the Greek subscription for 51. 

24th. My darling girl's symptoms became decisive 
after breakfast ; a message was dispatched for the midwife ; 
and, in little more than half an hour after she arrived, 
a little boy was bom. My anxiety rendered stiU more 
painful by the absence of the physician, who did not arrive 
till an hour after all was over, to Bessy's great delight, 
who has a horror of his being even in the house on these 
occasions. However all, thank God, was as well as pos- 
sible. Added a few lines announcing the event to several 
letters of Bessy's, which she had left open for the purpose, 
and wrote two or three myself. 

25th. Bessy doing marvellously weU, and the little 
fright (as all such young things are) prospering also. 
Wrote several letters, 

26th. Began another song. Mrs. Hughes came over 
to see Bess ; and dined with me. 

p 2 
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27tL Still no second edition of the " Fables,'' nor any 
letter to report progress, from the Longmans. Dined 
with the Phippses to meet Captain Amyot. Home at 
ten. 

28th. Being my birthday, dined in my dear Bessy's 
bed-room, who still keeps wonderfully well. Received a 
letter from Jeffrey in answer to mine about the " Edin- 
burgh Review." 

30th. Set off in Phipps's gig for Melksham; found 
there that I had left all my money at home ; borrowed a 
pound of P.'s coachman, and sent a note by him to Bessy, 
to forward me the money by the evening coach to Bath. 
Arrived, by the Devizes coach, at Bath at eleven o'clock. 
Called immediately on my darling Anastasia, at Miss 
Furness's ; took her out to walk. Showed me a pretty way 
through the fields. • Sweet child ! I could not help stopping 
every instant to look at her and kiss her. Weather very 
hot. Left her at home, and walked about Bath ; saw my 
name placarded on the walls everywhere. In one book- 
shop's windows saw a work entitled " A Miscellany from 
the works of Moore, Little, Byron, &c." William, our 
servant, arrived with my money at two, Bessy having 
dispatched him on horseback immediately. Had to stand 
a very intense stare from the Bath fashionableg in MUsom 
Street. Walked with Lady Burdett's little doctor to 
Sydney Gardens. Dined at the White Lion inn alone. 
Went afterwards to the theatre ; " Lover's Vows ;" Ameha 
played very naturally and prettily by a nice girl. Miss 
Carr. 

31st. Off at six in the White Lion coach. Amused by 
the fine dress, and plain, humble manners of a Mrs. Clarke 
(wife to a coach-owner in Bond Street), who, with her 
little child, was my only company. Her details of her 
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father-in-law's farm, &c. &c. Passed through Hyde Park 
Comer at twenty minutes past six, and arrived a,t Story's 
(with whom I had arranged to dine) at seven. Have only 
the garret in Duke Street, all the rest of the house being 
occupied. 

June 1st. Called at Eogers's: not in town. On 
Burdett, who is confined by the gout ; sat with him some 
time. Thence to Lord Lansdowne's, whom I saw also. 
To Lady Donegal's, with whom I promised to dine to-day ; 
told me of the different opinions about my " Fables ; " 
their admiration of some parts, and their lamentations over 
others, &c. &c. Thence to Lord Essex, whom I found 
descanting, over his luncheon, on the beauties of Baring's 
new house ; took me out in his cabriolet, after tempting 
me much to a desertion of Lady Donegal, by asking me to 
meet Brougham and Lady Jersey. Made several calls 
with him ; at Lady Jersey's (where we saw Lord J.) ; at 
Lord "W. Bentinck's, at Grey's, &c. Had some con- 
versation with Lord Grey on the subject of Spain, about 
which he desponds. Always pleased to meet Lord Grey. 
Walked through the Park. Called at Baring's ; showed 
me his house, which is not yet furnished ; his chimney 
pieces, by BartoUini, spoiled from over-polish; hopes to 
be able to un-polish them again. The bas-relief over the 
door, a cast from Thorwaldsen's " Triumphal Procession 
of Alexander." Thorwaldsen had hardly ever looked at 
a horse before he undertook to represent them here. 
Met Lady Davy, who asked me to dinner for the 15th; 
also Lady Farquhar, who told me Sir. G. Warrender had 
music to-night, and begged me to go. Had a note from 
Sir G. to the same effect while at dinner at Lady 
Donegal's, and reminding me, too, of my promise to take 
up my abode at his house, which he now meant to claim 

F 3 
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tlie perfonnance of. Went from Lady D.'s to Lord 
Essex's ; found Lady Jersey, and Brougham, and (what I 
did not expect) Lord John Eussell ; also a Miss Thellusson, 
with whom I sung two or three Italian duets. Walked 
away with Lord John — he to Lady Jersey's, who was at 
home, and I to Warrender's, where 1 found Miss Stephens, 
her niece, Mrs. Blackshaw, Captain Eatcliffe, &c. Supper 
and singing ; Miss Stephens seemed to like my singing 
exceedingly. Amused her by mentioning an " Essay on 
Music," which I had seen in some periodical publication 
in which the writer, after discussing the various styles of 
music, declares himself at the end for " Nature, Tom 
Moore, and Kitty Stephens ; " she expressed great delight 
at the alliance. Warrender again importunate on the sub- 
ject of my domesticating myself chez lui; promised I would 
answer for certainty in a day or two. Did not reach home 
till three ; and, on entering my garret (though small, and 
not very odorous), resolved to stick to it in preference to 
the baronet's fine chambers ; such charms has inde- 
pendence ! Lady Jersey told me that, in going to see 
her sister in the country to-day, she took my " Angels " 
with her to read the third or fourth time. 

2nd. Paid visits. Called upon Croker. Met Bowles, 
who wanted to take me off to dine with Linley in Fur- 
nival's Inn, where there was to be music; but too far 
for my existing engagements. Dined at Richardson's in 
Covent Garden ; weather become dreadfully wet and 
chilly. Home and dressed. Went first to Lady Farqu- 
har's ; a girl there with pretty features, but all awry, of 
whom some one said she was La Beaute Chiffonnee. A 
beautiful little girl, too. Miss Mathison, with that foreign 
cast of countenance which is such an improvement on con- 
tinental beauty, having good English fiesh and blood for 
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its substratum ; as the cookery of France In England is 
always better than in its native element, having the supe- 
rior English materials to show off its art and piquancy upon. 
Caradori and Curioni sung, but not very agreeably. Went 
from thence to Lady Jersey's, and heard (for the first time 
in my hfe) an Italian improvisatore, of the name of Pis- 
trucci. He had already done three or four subjects, of 
which one, " Don Quixote and the Windmills," must have 
been a puzzler to him. The subject on which I heard him 
was " Hero and Leander," which must have been part of 
his stock in hand ; but still the facility surprised me. He 
sung it through, and was accompanied by Mad. Eenaudin 
on the pianoforte. Went afterwards to a dance at Mrs. 
Bennet's (our M. P.'s wife) ; some pretty people there, 
among whom was Miss Houlton. 

3rd. Breakfasted with Kogers ; Constable, of Edin- 
burgh, the great publisher, and Bowles, of the party. In 
talking of the craft of bookselling. Constable said, " Mr. 
Moore, if you wUl let me have a poem from your pen, I 
will engage to sell thrice as many copies as the Longmans 
ever did, even of ' Lalla Kookh.' " Very encouraging this, 
and comes seasonably to put me in better conceit with 
myself. In conversing with me afterwards, he intimated 
his strong wish that I should connect myself with the 
" Edinburgh Review." In talking of Walter Scott, and 
the author of " Waverley," he continually forgot himself, 
and made them the same person. Has had the original 
MS. of the novels presented to him by the author, in 
forty-nine volumes, written with his own hand; very few 
corrections. Says the author to his knowledge has already 
received more than a hundred thousand pounds for his 
novels alone. Walter Scott apparently very idle : the 
only time he is known to begin to study is about three 
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hours in the morning before breakfast ; the rest of the day- 
he is at the disposal of everybody, and rarely retires at 
night till others do. "Went with Constable and Bowles to 
Sir George Beaumont's. A curious picture by Paul Pa- 
nini of the Picture Gallery of the Colonna Palace ; fine 
bas-relief of the Virgin and two children by Michael 
Angelo. Eaphael has borrowed this composition in one 
of his pictures. In talking of this, and saying that 
Eaphael was not very scrupulous about plagiary, bringing 
for instance, his " Paul preaching at Athens," which was 
borrowed from Masaccio, &c. &c.. Sir George mentioned, 
that some great craniologist (Spurzheim it was) on exa- 
mining Raphael's skuU, had found nothing remarkable but 
the organ of theft very strongly developed. Received ,an 
opera ticket from Lady Lansdowne. Went early to the 
opera, " Donna del Lago ; " visited about through the 
boxes. Lord Lansdowne's, Lord Essex's, &c. &c. Lord 
L. told me that Mad. Eenaudin sang very beautifully 
after I left Lady Jersey's last night ; Miss Stephens, too, 
sang at Lady Farquhar's. This is what one loses by run- 
ning about. 

4th. Breakfasted with Luttrel ; Sandford came in ; 
asked him (being of the Treasury) to get Bessy's china 
out of the custom-house of Dover for me ; said he would 
if I wrote an application to him in verse, not otherwise ; 
hardly worth this. Quoted from " Tristram Shandy " an 
amusing passage : " ' Brother, will you go with me to see 
some dead bodies ? ' ' I am ready, brother, to go see any 
body ? ' ' But these bodies have been dead three thousand 
years.' ' Then, I suppose, brother, we need not shave.'" 
Must see this passage. Luttrel read me part of a journal 
(a large volume) which he kept on Ms tour to Italy; 
seemed very clever. Thence to Longmans, and saw a 
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rough memorandum of my account on the " Angels " and 
the " Fables ; " much more satisfactory than I could have 
expected. They have very handsomely declined taking 
any thing to themselves beyond the mere commission, and 
accordingly have put to my credit 10001. for the " Angels," 
and 500Z. for the " Fables," being exactly the sums I 
would have originally asked for the copyright of the 
respective works. This is doing very well in so few 
months; it, however, merely clears away my debt to them 
without giving me any supply in hand. Went to Drury 
Lane, and had some conversation with Dunn, the treasurer. 
Dined at Sir J. Farquhar's. Went to Almack's at night ; 
full of beauty ; sat awhile with the Barings, whom I like ; 
Lady Jersey and Lady Tankerville sending various mes- 
sengers after me through the room. Found it was for a 
dinner on the 15th, which Lady Tankerville wished to 
secure me for ; but engaged. Some talk with Mrs. and 
Miss Canning. Lord John and I, reminding each other 
of our engagement to breakfast together in the morning, 
came away arm in arm, in order to be time enough, to 
the no small amusement of Mrs. Canning. 

5th. With Lord John before eleven. Met Brougham 
and the Duke of Leinster on my way to him ; Brougham 
going to Court, with his hair and beard fresh cut, " all 
shaven and shorn." Much talk with Lord John about 
my Sheridan work ; how far I should venture in pass- 
ing judgment on the political events of the time; better 
merely to draw my conclusions from the general and 
obvious features of every transaction, such as they 
appear on the surface of history, than, by attempting 
to trace negotiations or develop secret motives, run the 
risk of being falsified hereafter, when memoirs written 
by the actors themselves may appear, and prove that 
Vol. it. F* 5 
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I was completely on the wrong scent in my conjectures. 
An instance of this in Mr. Fox's " History," where 
he attributes to Argyle at one period during his in- 
yasion of Scotland, what the pubHcation of Sir P. Hume's 
" Memoirs " proves to have been completely unfounded. 
It is with respect to the attempt to release their friends 
who were prisoners, which Fox represents Argyle as 
anxious to undertake. It is supposed that Adam has 
actually written memoirs of those political events in which 
Sheridan and himself were engaged, and they will appear 
after his death. Lord John is about a work on the " Po- 
litical History of Europe ; " showed me some verses he had 
written about " Love and the Marriage Act ; " very good ; 
suggested some alterations. Called upon Burdett ; driven 
home to my garret. Sir G. Warrender called to say that 
he dined to-day exactly at six, on account of the opera. 
Afraid he should find out I was a garretteer, and return to 
his importunities ; but they showed him into the parlour, 
the proprietor of which was not at home. Dinner, con- 
sisting of Mrs. Blackshaw and Lady Farquhar. Opera 
(for Camporese's benefit), " Ricciardo," by Eossini, first 
time : several pretty things in it, but ill-performed ; the 
finale of first act very good ; the famous cruda sorte over- 
rated. 

6th. Breakfasted at the George. Called upon Mrs 
Story ; upon Murray, to beg him to make out my account 
and arrange with him about discounting my bills on Power. 
Went to see the picture of the Queen's Trial, and hap- 
pened to seat myself next Mr. Sheddon (my Bermuda 
friend), who looked a little awkward on finding me at 
his elbow; affected, however, to be very civil, and said 
that he had received from Bermuda some of the money 
he had advanced towards my release of the claims, adding. 
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that he was trying to get more from the same quarter for 
me : eredat JudcBus. Called upon Dr. Williams; glad to 
see signs of more prosperity about him. Dined at Lord 
Lansdowne's : company. Lord and Lady Cawdor, Sir J. 
Mackintosh, &c. &c. Hume, lately, at some meetings 
in referring to allegations made by some one who preceded 
him, called him the " honourable aUegator." A notable 
receipt for raising Newtons in France, suggested by 
Beyle (the author of " Histoire de la Peinture en Italic," 
&c. &c.) ; Pour avoir des Newtons, il faut semer des Ben- 
jamin Constants. Conversation about French words ex- 
pressing meanings which we cannot supply from our own 
language, verve given as an instance. Whether the 
vagueness may not (instead of their definiteness) be the 
great convenience we find in them ; just as Northcote, in 
looking at a picture, said " Yes, very good, very clever ; 
but it wants, it wants (at last, snapping his fingers), 
damme, it wants that." May not our use of verve, and 
such other words, be from the same despair of finding any- 
thing to express exactly what we mean ? Suggested this^ 
which amused them ; but they stood up for verve, as more 
significant than the snap of the fingers. Mackintosh's 
test of what is more excellent in art, " That which pleases 
the greatest number of people," produced some discussion ; 
differed with him ; may be true, to a certain degree, of 
such a sensual art as music, but not of those for the enjoy- 
ment of which knowledge is necessary — painting, for in- 
stance, and poetry. In the latter, he adduced as examples. 
Homer and Shakspeare, which certainly for universality of 
pleasing are the best, and perhaps the only ones he could 
mention. Mackintosh quoted in praise what Canning 
said some nights before, in referring to Windham, " whose 
illustrations often survived the subjects to which they were 



76 CIAKT OF C^TAT. 44. 

applied." If he had said stories instead of illustrations, it 
would be more correct, though not so imposing : illustra- 
tions can no more survive their subjects than a shadow 
can the substance or a reflection the image ; and as Wind- 
ham's chief merit was applying old stories well, to re- 
member the story without reference to its application, 
might be a tribute to Joe MiUer, but certainly not to 
Windham. Instanced Sheridan's application of the story 
of the drummer to the subject of Ireland, when remarks 
were made upon the tendency of the Irish to complain. 
The drummer said to an unfortunate man, upon whom he 
was inflicting the cat-o'-nine-tails (and who exclaimed 
occasionally, " a little higher," " a little lower "), " Why, 
do what I wUl, there is no such thing as pleasing you." 
Would any one think that he paid a compliment either to 
Sheridan's wit or his own, by saying that the mere cari- 
catures of this old story had survived in his memory the 
admirable application of them ? Thus it is that the world 
is humbugged by phrases. Mackintosh said that Pitt's 
speeches are miserably reported. He was himself present 
at the speech on the Slave Trade In '92 (which Mr. Fox 
declared was the finest he had ever heard), and the report, 
he says, gives no idea whatever of its merits. Burke's 
and Windham's the only speeches well reported ; being 
given by themselves. Went from thence to Devonshire 
House, where there was very bad music ; two new women, 
Castelli and Maranoni, execrable. The Duke, in coming 
to the door to meet the Duke of Wellington, near whom 
I stood, turned aside first to shake hands with me (though 
the great Captain's hand was waiting, ready stretched out), 
and said, " I am glad to see you here at last." A good deal 
of talk with Lady Normanton and Lady Cowper. The 
Duchess of Sussex, bantering me upon the two fine ladies 
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she saw so anxious to get hold of me the other night at 
Almack's (Ladies Jersey and TankerviUe), said that some 
one near her remarked, " See them now, it is all on 
account of his reputation, for they do not care one pin 
about him." While she spoke. Lord Jersey stood close 
beside her, and she was (or at least affected to be) much 
annoyed at finding that he had heard her. Sir Thomas 
Lawrence introduced me to Lady Waterford, who said we 
used to be acquainted, and asked me to her house on 
Monday night. ' 

7th. Breakfasted at Stephens's. Met, on turning a 
corner, my old, excellent friend Douglas (the admiral). 
Promised to run down and see him at his country 
seat before I returned to "Wiltshire. Called upon Mrs. 
Story ; on Murray, to settle my accounts and talk over 
my Sheridan task. Tried to see Creevey on the same 
subject, as I hear he knew a good deal of S., but could 
not. Dined at Longmans', to meet Constable and Kenny. 
Thence to Drury Lane, and had some conversation with 
Wenston, the stage-manager, who is collecting materials 
for a " History of the Stage," and is hkely to have something 
relating to Sheridan's connection with it. Promised me 
that I should look over his stores. Thence to the opera : 
Lady Lansdowne's box. In talking of a children's ball, 
lately given by Lady Jersey, she said, " How. little Tom 
would have shown off there ! " Must communicate this to 
Bess. To Mrs. Baring's box, where I found Prince 
Leopold, and was introduced to him : very gracious. 
Stayed in the Barings' box, after they left it, to see the 
ballet, till Lord Bective came, sent by my Lady, to take 
me across the house to her. Saw her out, and promised 
to go breakfast some morning. 

8th. Breakfasted with Lord John. Well said by 
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Bobus Smitt, to those who were inclined to take part 
against Plunkett, in his late contest with the Orangemen, 
" Would you pull down the house to destroy a single rat ? " 
Lord John said that he had heard of Sheridan's having 
walked about for several hours with Fox, trying to dis- 
suade him from the coalition with Lord North, and that 
the conversation ended with Fox's saying, " It is as fixed 
as the Hanover succession." * Called at Lady Donegal's. 
Drove out with Edward Moore, in his tilbury, to Lady 
Bective's. Her little Edward so reminds me of poor 
Dalton ! Went thence to call on the Cannings at Glou- 
cester Lodge (Moore driving about while I paid my visit). 
Canning himself engaged, but saw the ladles : Lord Ken* 
sington there. Told of his being with the King of Naples 
shooting larks ; said he was in expectation that Lord 
Spencer (who was of the party, and is famous for bringing 
down either keepers or dogs, or some part of the Company, 
whenever he shoots) would have bagged the king.] Took 
Moore to Chantrey's, who seems much broken by the 
illness of his wife. Some talk about the monument to 
Grattan, for which he is to be employed. Dined at Lord 
Lansdowne's: company, the Cowpers, the TankerviUes, 
Lords Essex, Caernarvon, J. Russell, E,oslyn, Lauderdale, 
Bob Adair, Lambton, and myself. Went in the evening 
with Lambton to see Lord Grey. No one there but 
Lord FitzwUliam. A good deal of talk about the pecu- 
liarities of the late Duke of Norfolk. 

9th. Breakfasted with Newton, to meet Kenny, Sat 



* This story, which I had heard, does not appear to be true. 

Ed. 

t Lord Spencer was a very good shot, and not likely to have 
" bagged the king." — Ed. 
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a little for my picture. Took them to see Kogers's house ; 
li. himself at home. A note from Lucy, to announce her 
arrival. Called upon her about two, and went with Mrs. 
Ogle and her to the Exhibition. Dined at Lord Essex's : 
company. Lord and Lady Jersey, Lord Auckland, and a 
whole family of Hibberts. Went to Lady Davy's : found 
them talking of Irving, the preacher ; Tierney the only 
one who seemed not quite pleased with him. Thence to 
Lady Waterford's, where I heard some good music : Eonzi, 
notwithstanding her thin reedy voice, very charming. The 
beautiful duet " Amor possente," well sung. Met several 
old Irish acquaintances ; Sir Edward and Lady E. Baker, 
Sir J. Beresford, &c. 

10th. Breakfasted at Eogers's, to meet Luttrel, Lady 
Davy, Miss Rogers, and William Bankes, who gave, as an 
apology for his being late, a visit he had had before he was 
out of bed from the Dean of Winchester, in most pious 
alarm about Lord Nugent's bill for the relief of the Roman 
Catholics. Rogers showed us " Gray's Poems," in his 
original handwriting, with a letter to the printer ; also the 
original MS. of one of Sterne's sermons. Remarkable, in 
comparing this with the printed one, to see how he had 
spoiled a passage in correcting it; calling the Jews (in- 
stead of the " thoughtless and thankless people," as he had 
it at first,) this " ungrateful and peculiarly obstinate 
people " (or " peculiarly perverse," I do not exactly recol- 
lect the printed words). Went thence to the private view 
of Watson Taylor's pictures. Most remarkable, the " St. 
John " of Parmigiano (the price of which Holwell Carr 
traced to me from 120Z. to 7000Z.), the brilliant landscape 
of Rubens, with the rainbow, two beautiful Hobbimas, a 
portrait by Murillo, Sir Joshua's " Mrs. Siddons as Tragic 
Muse." Thence with L. to Fetter Lane, &c. &c. Went 
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to Murray's for my account. Not very correctly drawn 
out ; left it to be revised ; has not given me credit for the 
200?. I left in his hands on the " Memoir " account. Dined 
at Sir C. Douglas's : company. Sir P. Codrington, Lord 
Strathmore, &c. Taken in for an evening party, and 
obliged to sing. Miss Doyle, a very pretty girl (who was 
not in existence in those days when Doyle and I were 
cronies), sang some Spanish things very pleasingly. Ran 
away as soon as I could, to the opera. Reminded by 
Miss Canning of my promise to give her some songs of 
mine. 

11th. Breakfasted with Rogers; Kenny and Luttrel 
of the party. "Witticisms of Foote. His saying to a cant- 
ing sort of lady that asked him, " Pray, Mr. Foote, do you 
ever go to church ? " " No, madam ; not that I see any 
harm in it." Called on Bishop. Dined at Luttrel's: 
Lord Cowper, Sandford, and a Mr. Vincent. Went to 
Almack's. 

12th. Breakfasted at Lady Donegal's. Went to W. 
Taylor's pictures. Phillips (the E,. A.) going over the 
faults of some of the pictures : the light in the portrait by 
MurUlo not falling as it would in nature ; Rubens's rain- 
bow not like a rainbow ; no country ever half so blue, 
&c. &c. Agreed with him perfectly ; but connoisseurship • 
in painting is to me a " sealed fountain ; " there seems to 
be no standard of merit in it but the price. Thought I 
was engaged to Agar EUis for to-day, and refused every 
other invitation in consequence. Met him going into the 
picture-room, and he said, " Don't forget me this day 
week," which dispelled the illusion. Suddenly freed for 
the day ; felt as if chains had fallen off me. This " pre- 
established harmony " of dinners, in which one is carried 
along so inevitably, day after day, becomes servitude at 
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last. Thought of offering myself to the Lansdowne^ but 
decided for Elchardson's Coffee-house in Covent Garden. 
Previously went to the British Institution, to meet Henry 
Grattan, with whom I had appointed, for the purpose of 
talking over the "Life " of his Father, which he has been 
engaged about, but which he seems half inclined to 
transfer to me. There is no task I should feel greater 
pride in. Found I could not fix him to any thing. 
Had a note from Hobhouse, saying it was the wish 
of the committee for the Spanish meeting to-morrow, 
that I should move or second one of the resolutions 
to be proposed. Went to Burdett's, where I found 
Hobhouse, and talked the matter over. The time too 
short now to prepare myself as I ought. It is not so 
much what one is to say, as what one is not to say, that 
requires consideration. Told them I would let them know 
in the morning. After dining, dressed and went to Mrs. 
Ogle's. Thence, very late, to Lady Lansdowne's assembly. 
The gallery opened, and the effect of it very fine. Lady 
Cowper, who had asked me to dine for Thursday (when I 
am engaged), proposed Friday — Saturday ; but bound for 
all. Lady Jersey, who stood by, said, " I have contrived 
to squeeze in a day." Some talk with Lord John about 
to-morrow. Mentioned to him my doubts whether it was 
quite in good taste for a person like me, neither a parlia- 
mentary man, nor a monied man, nor even a city man, to 
take any leading part in such a meeting. Did not quite 
agree with me, and I rather think the scruple is over- 
fastidious. 

13th. Breakfasted at home. Drove about with Lucy, 
and left my name at Peter Moore's, preparatory to my 
application to him for materials towards Sheridan's Life, 
In consequence of which found a note upon my table in 

VOL. IV. G 
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coming home at night, beginning, " Mr. and the Miss 
Moores are happy to renew their acquaintance with Mr. 
Thomas Moore, and will be happy to see him and Mrs, 
Moore," &c. &c. ; asking me for dinner to-morrow, or, if 
engaged, " to tea and supper " in the evening. Lucy said 
that at Miss Johnes's, in Portman Square, where I had 
Called to inquire about her, the servant told her afterwards 
that a " young gentleman " had been there to ask for her. 
What a take in upon the servant ! Went, at a quarter 
before one, to Mrs. T. Hope's ball. Insufferably hot, and 
every one panting for VauxhaU. Lord John told me the 
success of to-day's meeting. Regret now that I lost the 
opportunity. The resolutions were moved by Lord J,, 
Mackintosh, Brougham, and Lynedoch, &c. &o. Away 
at two. 

14th. Breakfasted with Rogers. Nobody but Kenny 
and Miss R. Story of a fellow who, upon being requested 
by a gentleman to carry his portmanteau from the boat', 
inquired his name, place of residence, &c. (as if for the 
purpose of performing the task), and then sent him a 
chaUeno;e for the insult. * * * 

15th. Breakfasted at home. Made some calls. Found 
Burdett limping about his garden. Expressed his regret 
at my not going to the meeting, and lamented the back- 
wardness of the great Whigs, Lords Grey, Lansdowne, 
&c. on this occasion. Spoke highly of the honesty and 
straightforwardness of Lord John and the rest of the 
Russells. Lady Davy had offered me a seat in her pew 
to-day, to hear the great preacher, Irving. Called upon 
Edward Moore, whom I had asked to drive me out to 
Hornsey to-day. Drove to the Hornsey church-yard, and 
saw my dear Barbara's grave. Nothing amiss but the 
looseness of the_ headstone, from the dryness of the earth. 
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Spoke to the gravedigger to look to it, and said I -would 
send him something by Edward Moore in a few weeks. 
Drove on to the foot of Muswell HUl, to look at the cot- 
tage I inhabited there, the only one I do not again see 
with pleasure. Thence to Kensington Gardens, where we 
walked to see the gay crowd. Dined at Sir Humphrey 
Davy's: company. Mackintosh, Lord Archibald Hamilton, 
the Barings, &c. Mackintosh's ideas of the separation 
there exists (or should exist) between poetry and eloquence. 
Granted to me what I said (in talking of Bacon) that 
poetry is naturally connected with philosophy, but adding, 
" and eloquence with logic." Find, to my no small alarm, 
that Mackintosh did not get the note I sent to him at the 
Crown and Anchor, informing him of my intention not to 
assist, and enclosing five pounds as my subscription. 
Rather a serious loss, this. Had promised Lady Tanker- 
yiUe to go in the evening (not having been able to dine 
with her), but did not. 

16th. Breakfasted at Lord Bective's. Affected a good 
deal by little Edward's singing to me (before Lord and 
Lady B. made their appearance) a little tune which he had 
himself composed, to words written for him by his poor 
father, part of which were as' follows : — 

" When I rise in the morning, I fervently pray 
To that Grod who protects me by night and by day, 
To bless my papa, who's in heaven above. 
And my dearest mama, whom I eqiially love." 

Something particularly melancholy in this line, written as 
it was by poor Dalton, in anticipation of his approaching 
death — and such a death I Dined by myself at Richard- 
son's, having set apart this day to pay a visit to my friend 
-Douglas in Buckinghamshire, but not having been able to 
effect it. Went out before ten to the Storys', to join their 

G 2 
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party to Vauxhall : night very chilly, and the whole thing 
dull. Met Keene there, who gave me most enthusiastic 
greeting. 

17th. Breakfasted with Power, and went with him to 
call on Bishop : not at home. From thence to Moore's, 
the artist who sent me the portrait of my father : found 
that he had made a sketch of my mother, which he gave 
up on finding that my sister Kate did not like it : it, how- 
ever, has a considerable degree of resemblance ; and I re- 
quested him to finish it for me. Called at Charles Kem- 
ble's ; found only her : fell down stairs in coming away, 
and strained my wrist. Dined at Lambton's, though 
scarcely able to dress, from the pain of my wrist, and 
totally without the power of cutting my meat at dinner. 
A strong political dinner: Lord Grey, Brougham, Hob- 
house, Denman, S. WiUiams, Creevey, D. Kinnaird, &c. : 
some talk upon the Queen's business, which would have 
been interesting from such authorities (her three defenders), 
but something turned it into another channel. Brougham 
seemed to think that she was not quite right in her head, 
and that the chief pivot her insanity turned upon was 
children. By this he accounted for the circumstance 
which Lady Douglas deposed to ; and most of which he 
believed to be. She was on the point of committing a foUy 
upon this very same subject when she died, which would 
have exposed her to much obloquy. From a violent fancy 
she took to a child of young Wood's (the son of the Alder- 
man), she was going to dismiss her valuable and most 
attached friends. Lord and Lady Hood, and put Wood 
and his wife in their places. Asked Creevey to meet me 
at Eogers's on Saturday morning to breakfast : promised 
he would. Found a card, on my return home, from Can- 
ning, inviting me to dinner on Sunday next : had called 
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this morning on Lord Essex to apologise for not going to 
CasHobury on Saturday next (as I half promised) to stay 
till Monday; so shall accept Canning's invitation. Did 
not go to the opera. 

18th. To Bishop's, and gave him the things I had done 
for our great work. "Went to Miss Linwood's exhibition. 
Dined at Lord Jersey's : company, Prince Esterhazy, the 
Morpeths, Granvilles, "William Eussells, and Morleys. Sat 
next Lady Wm. Russell. When I mentioned the story 
of the new opera (the " Ereischiitz"), which is making 
such a sensation in Germany, her look of enthusiasm, 
on remembering having read the story when she was 
young, became her prodigiously. Am sorry, however, to 
perceive that the continent has weaned her a good deal 
from England : her indifference about the House of Com- 
mons, and ignorance of what is going on there, drew from 
Lady Jersey a very well applied story of Luttrel's, about 
a man from India, who, on hearing the House of Com- 
mons mentioned, said, "Oh, is that going on still?" 
Called, on my way from dinner, to inquire about Lady 
Donegal, who has had another nervous attack: found 
them just going to bed. Made Barbara sing two or three 
songs, for me to hear what • sort of voice she has : very 
promising. 

19th. Breakfasted with Eogers : only Kenny ; Creevey 
did not come. Went with Kenny to hear him read his 
new piece to the actors at the Haymarket ; rehearsal of 
" Figaro" going on : very amusing altogether. Two lines 
in one of Kenny's songs for Listen rather amused me: 
talking of his hard-hearted mistress — 

" And when I kneel to sue for mercy, 
I meet with none — but wice-wersa.'' 
G 3 
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My five-pound note has at last reached Mackintosh's hands, 
and is acknowledged among the list of Spanish subscrip- 
tions. Dreamt last night that I saw Bessy falling out of 
a gig ; and find, from her letter, that she and Mrs. Phipps 
were to drive in our new pony carriage to-day to Buck- 
hill : wrote to her (as indeed I had done before) to beg 
she would not drive out any more till my return. Dined 
at William Ponsonby's : company, the Bouveries, Lord 
Besborough, Payne Knight, Sir T. Lawrence, Dibdin (the 
bibliographer), Heber, Wm. Spencer, &c. &c. Sat next to 
Lady Davy, and told her of her friend Lord Dudley, that 
(though I was not very apt to sUspect such things) it struck 
me that when I met him walking with the Duke of Wel- 
lington yesterday, his bow to me was more shy and evasive 
than usual. She said this was not like him, and could not 
be the case ; so probably I was mistaken. Told me that 
when my " Angels " appeared, she had a letter from him, 
saying that he was happy at last to see something of mine 
exhibiting higher powers of writing than he had been in 
general inclined to allow me. This confirmation of a 
suspicion which I have always had, that Lord Dudley 
holds but a mean opinion of my talents, is, of course, not 
calculated to lessen much the distaste which I own I have 
(notwithstanding many efforts to the contrary) invariably 
felt towards him. I am not given to dislike people, and 
therefore tried hard to be pleased with him ; but it would 
not do. Wm. Spencer, as usual, amusing. Knight men- 
tioned what old Lady Townshend used to say about her 
son's anxiety to trace the antiquity of his family ; that he 
ought to be prouder to have sprung from the loins of old 
Koger Townshend than from Chilperic, King of the 
Franks. Had received a note from Lady Dacre two or 
three days ago, asking me this evening ; and at the same 
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time begging me to fix a day to dine with them ; adding, 
with very skilful flattery, " you must excuse my worrying 
you in this way ; I do not so much run after the poet for 
my own self as the patriot for Lord Dacre." 

20th. Breakfasted with Lord John, who seems to have 
nearly made up his mind to go to Ireland with me. The 
party promises most agreeably : we are to join the Lans- 
downes at Killarney; Lord Kenmare has invited us to 
make his house our quarters ; and the Cunliffes, who are 
also going, expect us to pay them a visit in our way 
through Wales. "Went to Power's ; to Longmans'.- Called 
at Charles Kemble's, and saw the Miss Siddonses ; himself 
at the theatre ; went there, having heard that he is anxious 
to show me a piece from the Spanish, which he thinks 
might be made something of. It is called "Figlia dell' 
Aria," which sounds romantic; but turns out to be the 
story of Semiramis ; and the machinery, Venus and Diana, 
&c. &c. ; what poor Lewis used to call " the tag, rag, and 
bobtail of the classics ; '' wont do. Went with E. Moore 
to look after a house in a little passage of Pall Mail, whose 
top windows look into the Park, and which may be had, 
he says, for forty guineas a year ; begged him to inquire 
further about it. Dined at Alex. Baring's: company. 
Brougham, Lord Dudley, Adair, Lord John Russell, &c. 
Struck with the difference between Brougham and Lord D. ; 
the jpormer so natural, the latter so painfully artificial: 
the one, a vast Niagara of intellect, overflowing for ever, in 
spite of itself, from a thousand reservoirs ; the other, hke 
the cascades in his own neighbourhood at Hagley, got 
up ostentatiously for the occasion, artificial in his liveliest 
flow, and making up by preparation and dexterity for the 
shallowness and penury of his supply. These latter terms, 
I, of course, use as comparing his powers with those of 

G 4 
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Brougham ; for that Lord D. is no ordinary man, with all 
my distaste to him, I must allow. A good deal of talk 
about law ; its contradictions and uniateUigibleness ; how 
far it would be practicable to get rid of these absurdities ; 
the danger that would arise to property from any change 
in its forms; various suggestions for this purpose. Re- 
marks upon the system of registering the conveyance of 
property, which exists in Scotland, and in Yorkshire, 
and Middlesex; preference people have for estates in 
register counties. Yet Blackstone is against the extension 
of this plan, as he thinks more disputes arise from the inat- 
tention of parties, &c. &o., than are produced by the want 
of registers. Went from thence to Lady Cowper's, where 
were the Lansdownes, Jerseys, Morpeths, &c. ; some talk 
with Lord Cowper. Left with the Agar-Ellises, who set 
me down at Lady Cork's. Had not been two minutes in 
the room before Lady Cork came to me with the (junior) 
Duchess of Rutland, entreating me to sing. Begged a little 
respite, under the pretence of having run and put myself 
out of breath ; and the moment they left me, actually did 
run ; making altogether about three minutes and a half that 
I was in the house. A letter from Bessy to-day, to say, 
that in spite of my dream, she had got very Safely and 
pleasantly over her drive. 

21st. Have drawn from Murray 120Z. of the 300?. bill 
upon Power at six months, which he has discounted for 
me. Went to the Greek Committee ; Hume in the chair ; 
hardly any answers to the 2000 letters they have sent about 
to solicit subscriptions ; no feeling in the country on the 
subject. Hume begged me to put some papers about 
Napoli di Romania, &c., which he gave me, into a proper 
form for publication. Called, by appointment, on Con- 
Stable ; long conversation with him ; most anxious that I 
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should come to Edinburgh ; and promise's that I shall pros- 
per there. The "Review " (he told me in confidence) is sink- 
ing ; Jef&ey has not time enough to devote to it ; would 
be most happy to have me in his place ; but the resig- 
nation must come from himself, as the proprietors could 
not propose it to him. Jeffrey has 700?. a year for being 
editor, and the power of drawing 2800Z. for contributors. 
Told him that I could not think of undertaking the editor- 
ship under lOOOZ. a year, as I should, if I undertook it, 
devote myself almost entirely to it, and less than lOOOZ. 
would not pay me for this. He seemed to think that if 
Jeffrey was once out of the way, there would be no diffi- 
culty about terms ; read me a letter he had just received 
from his partner on the subject, in which he says, " Moore 
is out of all sight the best man we could have ; his name 
would revive the reputation of the ' Review ;' he would 
continue to us our connection with the old contributors, and 
the work would become more literary and more regular ; 
but we must get him gradually into it ; and the first step 
is to persuade him to come to Edinburgh." All this (evi- 
dently not intended to be seen by me) is very flattering. 
22nd. Called upon Edward Moore to ask him for the 
use of his tilbury in dispatching two or three calls. 
Before driving out, had gone with Moore to Warwick 
Chapel, where we heard the latter part of the service, 
and most solemn and touching it was. It seemed to 
come with more effect over me, after the restless and 
feverish life I have been leaxiing ; and brought tears in- 
stantly from the very depths of my heart. Music is the 
true interpreter of the religious feelings ; nothing written 
or spoken is equal to it. Took my place in the Regulator 
coach for Tuesday morning. Had a note yesterday from 
Lady Holland (they having just returned from Paris) to 
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ask me to sleep there to-nigkt and stay over to-morrow. 
Sent out my clothes, with a note to say I would sleeps 
and would breakfast there in the morning, hut could not 
stay to-morrow. Made an arrangement with a hackney 
coach to take me out to Gloucester Lodge, and from 
thence to Holland House at night. Took Chinnery with 
me. Arrived first, and found Mrs. and Miss Canning, 
with whom (and Canning himself, who joined us soon) I 
had some agreeable conversation. In talking with Miss 
Canning about girls reputed clever, mentioned the Miss 
Copley I met the other day ; " You will see her at dinner," 
she said. Company, Lord Melville, Sir Joseph Copley 
and his two daughters. Lord Hervey, Lord Kensington, 
Lady Caroline Wortley, and Stuart "Wortley himself, who 
(among other disagreeable things about him) took the seat 
next Miss Canning, which was Intended by her for me. 
Sat next Lord Melville, who did not condescend to say a 
word to me, until he heard my name mentioned, then 
became very civil and communicative. Dinner altogether 
rather flat; though I now and then caught a sly thing 
said by Canning, who was at a distance from me. When 
we went up to coffee, took an opportunity of asking C. 
whether what Dennis O'Brien had told me of his sending 
100/. to Sheridan (in consequence of an application from 
the latter, a short time before his death) was true. Said 
it was ; that soon after his return to England, S. sent him 
(I believe to the House of Commons) a draft upon him 
for lOOZ. to' be accepted, which, upon learning the state 
Sheridan was in, he did. Sat down together on the sofa, 
and had a good deal of talk about S. ; said he had always 
thought that S. was the author of the Prince's famous 
letter about the Eegency ; and even remembers, though a 
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boy at the time, hearing some passages of it from Sheridan 
before it appeared; though this might have happened 
without its being actually written by him. Agreed with 
me that it was in a chaster style of composition than he 
usually adopted; though in the passage, "that an ex- 
periment should be made in my person," &c. &c. seemed 
to think there were traces of Sheridan's finery; never 
understood it was by Sir Gilbert EUiot. S. did nothing 
good for many, many years before his death ; the passage 
in his speech about Bonaparte, "Kings were his senti- 
nels," &c., wretched stuff; said he seemed to have been 
spoiled by "Pizarro." Was sure that he might have 
come in advantageously with Lord Sidmouth, and be- 
lieves that an offer was made him to that effect. What 
makes his resistance to this more meritorious was, that he 
totally differed with the Whigs on the subject of Lord 
B-) and thought that they ought to have joined him, as 
the only means of keeping out Pitt. Altogether found 
Canning very communicative and amiable. Showed, as a 
specimen of the progress of the arts in Sierra Leone, an 
attempt at a female figure, a sort of parody on the Venus 
de Medici, with a long neck like a corkscrew, and every 
thing else most grotesque and comical. Said that Wilber- 
force gazed on it with delight. On my taking leave, he 
begged I would ascertain whether he was at home when- 
ever I came to London. Arrived at Holland House a 
little after eleven, and found only my Lord and Lady, 
and Allen. Lady H. told me she had found the sister 
of the late Due de Eichelieu (Madame de JumiUac, I 
think) busily employed in translating my " Loves of the 
Angels." Lord John arrived soon after me, and after 
him Lord and Lady William, who had been at the 
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Duchess of Kent's, where they met all the princesses. 
Some conversation, and to bed. 

23rd. Conversation at breakfast upon the peculiarity 
of Frere's humour. Lord "W. Russell directed my atten- 
tion to an order from the Horse Guards in to-day's news- 
paper, beginning thus : " His Majesty has been graciously 
pleased to approve of the discontinuance of breeches," &c. 
Came away between twelve and one ; called at Lord Lis- 
towel's in my way ; anxious that I should dine there to-day 
to meet the Bectives, but could not. Went about various 
commissions. Foi'got to mention that two or three days 
ago Dr. Williams called upon me, and insisted on repaying 
the ten Napoleons I lent him in Paris, which tells well for 
the state both of his morals and his purse. Dined at 
Story's at seven ; Newton of the party. Left with him ; 
doubting whether I should go home, pack up, and to bed 
for two or three hours; or give up sleep for the night 
entirely, as I must be up so early. Determined on the 
latter, and agreed to meet him at Richardson's to supper 
at twelve. In the interval he went to the British Gallery 
and I to the Haymarket. Home at half-past one, chilly 
and sleepy ; continued packing tiU three, when I lay down 
for an hour. 

24th. Off in the coach at six ; a very pretty person of 
the party. Arrived at Calne a little after five, and ex- 
pected to find our new carriage (as Bessy promised) in 
waiting for me. Set off to walk home; met our man 
William on the way, who told me that the carriage could 
not come on account of something that was the matter 
with the harness. Sent him on to Calne, and walked 
home, which I found rather fatiguing after my sleepless 
night. Met by Bessy at the door, looking very 111, and 
her face and nose much disfigured; upon inquiry the 
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secret came out, that on Sunday evening (the evening 
before last), she and Mrs. Phipps and Tom drove out in 
the little carriage (which Bessy herself had driven two or 
three times before), and in going down by Sandridge 
Lodge the pony, from being bitten, they think, by a 
forest-fly, set off galloping and kicking, without any pos- 
sibility of being reined in, threw them all into a ditch, ran 
off with the carriage to Bromham, and knocked both it 
and himself almost to pieces. Much shocked and mortified, 
though grateful to God that it had not been worse. 
Bessy, in protecting little Tom in her arms, came with 
her unlucky nose to the ground, which is much swollen, 
though (as Dr. Headly says, who has seen it) not broken. 
The rest of the party escaped with some bruises. What a 
strange coincidence with my dream ! It was a great effort 
for me to compass the expense of this little luxury ; and 
;such is the end of it. 

25th, 26th, &c. to July 5th. It is needless to note 
each particular day, as all are alike. The horse-doctor 
gives hopes of the pony's recovery, and the carriage is to 
be made as good as new for two guineas. Took to reading 
over the Sheridan papers, and preparing myself to resume 
my task ; shall take it up at the trial of Hastings. Read 
Mill's History over again; Burke's speeches, &c. &c. ; 
and, after dinner and supper, got through a very pretty 
novel with Bessy, called the " Favourite of Nature." 
There is another (called " Osmond") by the same author, 
which she has read during my absence, and was much 
affected by it. Wrote one or two songs for Power; 
'? Slumber, oh slimiber," "There is a bleak desert;" and 
sent him up what I had written before, " The halcyon 
hangs o'er ocean." 

July 6th and 7th. Received a letter from Lord John 
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to say that he must give up his intention of going with me 
to Ireland, on account of Lord Tavistock's precarious state 
of health; but begging me not to mention this as his 
reason. A sad disappointment, and changes the aspect 
of my journey considerably. 

8th. Bowles called ; made him stay dinner. Quoted 
this odd passage from an article of Sidney Smith's in the 
" Edinburgh Review : " " The same passion which peoples 
the parsonage with chubby children animates the Armioian, 
and burns in the breast of the Baptist." Recommended 
Mosheim's account of the first age of Christianity as a 
more interesting work than his "Ecclesiastical History." 
Much talk about the Establishment, after dinner, and the 
attacks now made upon it. Said that the Calvinism of 
one of the Articles is considerably neutralised by another 
that followed it (the 16th I believe); accounts for the 
introduction of the Athanasian Creed by the necessity 
under which the Reformers found themselves of answering 
the objection made to them by the Catholics, that they 
were about to get rid of Christ and the Trinity altogether ; 
the same motive influenced Calvin in burning Servetus ; 
denied that the Church had shown itself hostile to liberty, 
and instanced the spirited conduct of Magdalen College 
and Dr. Hough in their contest with James II., which 
Mr. Fox, he said, had not done justice to. A thorough 
Churchman. Bowles, and his efforts at liberality both on 
pohtics and religion, quite diverting from their abortive- 
ness. Asked me to meet the Ricardos at dinner on 
Friday. 

9th. Promised to dine with the Phippses on Saturday, 
to meet a large party whom they have invited. 

10th. Bowles arrived while we were at breakfast, to say 
the Ricardos have fixed Saturday instead of Friday ; very 
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amusing in his agonies and exclamations, when he found 
I was already tied to the Phippses. Promised, however, 
if he could not put off the Eicardos, to come to him on 
Saturday. 

11th. Eeading and scribbling. Have begun to write 
about Sheridan; taJce him up at the trial of Hastings, for 
which I have prepared myself by reading all the books 
I have on the subject over again. A note from Bowles to 
say the dinner is to be to-morrow. 

12th. Went to Phipps's at one, and found the Miss 
Walkers and their mama and brother ; sung a good deal, 
and so did the girl ; some of my duets she did very prettily 
with me. Left them at four in tremendous rain (the 
Walkers having lent me their carriage) to go to Bowles's. 
Company at dinner, — Mr. and Mrs. Clutterbuck, and 
Mr. and Mrs. Ricardo ; the women very pretty and 
amiable. Mrs. E,. is more than pretty, and may be called 
lovely; her manners, too, very agreeable. Bore chiefly 
the frais of the conversation at dinner. After dinner 
sung, and was joined by Mrs. E. in a duet or two. Slept 
at Bowles's. 

13th. A letter which Hughes produced from his son 
at breakfast mentioned a work of Dr. Routh's upon the 
" Fathers of the Middle Ages," which puzzled Bowles 
and me a good deal. Looked over the " Chronological 
Catalogue" at the end of Mosheim's History; was sur- 
prised to_ find that I knew somewhat more of many of 
these ecclesiastical Worthies than my reverend friend. 
Bowles showed me some verses written upon BeUs in 
Nares's " Dictionary " (article. Clamour) which, he said, 
first made him in love with poetry when he was a child. 
Begged him to come and christen our young one, which 
he promised to do on Monday. Said he would choose for 
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his text to-day my words, " Fallen is thy throne, O Israel," 
which I sung last night, and which is one of his greatest 
favourites. Told him I believed these words were not in 
Scripture, and that he had better not venture to make 
them his text. He, however, introduced them thus (for 
he preaches always extempore): — After quoting "By the 
waters of Babylon," he said, " Such was the pathetic song 
of the Jews when they mourned over their lost country ; 
but a still more pathetic song might be founded on that 
period, when they saw their temple itself destroyed, 
&c., and when they might say, ' Fallen is thy throne, 

Israel.'" He introduced this line more than once. 
Left him in a chaise at two, and called at Bowood to 
see Lady Lansdowne, who is some days arrived; found 
her at dinner with the children. By the by, Mr. Bowles 
copied out those pretty lines of his for me from Miss 
Bailey's " Miscellany," " When last I saw thee, thou 
wert young and fair," which he wrote to the lady whom 
he was so violently in love with when he composed his 
first sonnets, and went abroad in despair of not being able 
to marry her from the narrowness of their circumstances, 

1 was with him at Bath when he saw her for the first 
time after an interval of thirty years, and when the Hnes 
in Miss Bailey's book were written. Went over to 
Awdrey in the evening to ask him to stand as proxy for 
Lord John to-morrow. A very pretty letter from Lady 
Donegal, giving me instructions as to what I am to see at 
Killarney. 

14th, Awdrey breakfasted with us ; and Bowles ar- 
rived soon after. The little fellow baptized " John 
Russell." 

15th. Writing some of the " Sheridan ; " and reading. 
Keceived another translation of the " Loves of the Angels" 
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by a Madame Belloc, with a most flattering letter from 
herself, and a most laudatory preface to the translation ; 
also a letter from Mrs. Hutchinson in the same packet, 
informing me that Madame Belloc, besides being so clever, 
is young and pretty. Madame BeUoc says that there are 
two other persons employed in translating the "Angels" 
into verse. 

16th. Walked over to Bowood, and saw Lord L., who 
arrived last night, and means to be off to Ireland on 
Friday; said that he had not yet arranged his plan of 
operations, but would let me know them before he went 
away. 

17th. Received after dinner a most kind letter from 
Lord L., telling me that if I would join him at Killamey or 
Kenmare any time between the 1st and 10th, he would en- 
sure me at the latter place such accommodation as the locale 
afforded, and I should find him in a good inn at the former ; 
that from thence he could manage to bring me as far as 
Limerick, where we should part tiU he reached Dublin, 
from which place he would bring me back home into 
Wiltshire. A splendid present of fruit came with the 
note, for Bessy. Sent me also Baron Fain's book about 
Napoleon. 

18 th. Tried over the Spanish music sent me by Mr. 
Quin ; the " Canciones Patrioticas " (which he pronounces 
to be the best) very common stuff. Foimd, however, 
three pretty tirannas. Bead and wrote. 

20th. Employed ia copying out what I have written 
about Sheridan this week past, and what I wrote before 
I went abroad about his speeches in Parliament. 

21st. Writing letters and making preparations for my 
departure to-morrow. Bessy much saddened and out of 
sorts at my leaving her for so long a time ; but stiU most 

TOl. IV. H 
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thoughtfully and sweetly preparing every thing comfort- 
able for me. 

22nd. Dined at two ; and at half-past three set off ir 
a chaise for Bath, taking my dear Anastasia with me, ti 
leave. her again at her school: arrived between six and 
seven ; and having deposited her at Miss Fumiss's, went tc 
the White Hart. Saw, in walking through Bath, the 
new cantos of " Don Juan ; " bought a copy of the shilling 
edition ; also a number of " Cobbett," and two numbers ol 
the " Literary Examiner." Supped at nine, and read, 
with my brandy-and-water, two of the cantos : some pretty 
things in the first ; but altogether there is a falling off, 
both poetically and ethically. 

23rd. Off at a quarter-past seven, in the coach, for 
Birmingham: an old gentleman my only companion for 
the greater part of the way. Read my " Cobbett," which 
was very amusing ; then my " Examiner ;" then began 
" Bead's Tour through Ireland." Arrived at Birmingham 
about eight ; went to the Hen and Chickens ; thence to 
the play, where I saw " Simpson and Co." Supped : a 
very bad inn ; wretched bed : hate Birmingham altogether. 

24th. Disappointed of a place in the mail, by which 
means I lose a day ; obliged to go by the coach. Met 
Moore of Birmingham (my old music-meeting acquaint- 
ance), who invited me most earnestly and kindly to their 
approaching festival. Set off in the coach at eleven; 
lucky enough to find in it Casey, the Irish barrister, whom 
I found very agreeable the whole way. Arrived at 
Shrewsbury at five ; thought it better to go on in a chaise 
to Oswestry, and let the coach take us up there in the 
morning. Dined at Oswestry at nine, and finished a bottle 
of strong port between us. 

25th. On the arrival of the coach, found that, from some 
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mistake with respect both to Casey's place and mine, we 
were to be forwarded together in a chaise. A third person 
was attempted to be put in with us; but upon Casey's 
making serious lawyer-Uke speeches on the subject, they 
were forced to give in, and we set off comfortably together 
in the chaise: a good deal of conversation all the way. 
Curran, in speaking of Baron Smith's temper, and the re- 
straint he always found himself under in his company, said, 
" I always feel myself, when with Smith, in the situation 
of poor Friday when he went on his knees to Robinson 
Crusoe's gun, and prayed it not to go off suddenly and shoot 
him." Story of an Irish fellow refusing to prosecute a man 
who had beaten him almost to death on St. Patrick's night, 
and saying that he let him off " in honour of the night." 
Of his overhearing two fellows talking about Lord Corn- 
waUis when he was going in state to the theatre of Dublin ; 
and accounting for his not going early by the fear of being 
pelted. " True enough," says one of them, '' a two-year old 
paving-stone would come very nately to compose his other 
eye" (Lord C. having a defect in one of his eyes). As- 
sistant barrister keeping an old woman in jail, and having 
her up now and then (always sending her back again upon 
some excuse or other), in order to prolong the commission, 
and continue his pay. Examination of a witness: — 
" What's your name ? " &c. &c. " Did you vote at the 
election?" "Tl did, sir. — "Are you a freeholder?" 
"I'm not, sir." — " Did you take the freeholder's oath?" 
"I did, sir." — "Who did you vote for?" "Mr. Bowes 
Daly, sir." — " Were you bribed ? " "I was, sir." — " How 
much did you get ? " " Five guineas, sir." — " What did 
you do with it?" "I spint it, sir." — "You may go 
down." " I will, sir." Bowes Daly, upon being told this, 
said it was aU true except the fellow's having got the 
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money. Of an ald-de-camp, during an expedition of 
the lawyers' corps into the county Wicklow, riding up 
to ask the reason of a halt ; they made answer by 
some one, " It is the law's delay ; " and upon the corps 
being ordered to take ground to the right, one of 
them saying, " Here now, after having aired my mud, I 
am obliged to go into damp wet." Story of Keller an- 
swering some one who came into court to look for Gould, 
having searched him everywhere without being able to 
find him, Aurum irrepertum et sic melius positum. Dined 
at Bangor ; and slept at that most disagreeable of aU inns, 
Spencer's, at Holyhead. 

26th. Sailed in the Ivanhoe; took to my berth and 
peppermint lozenges, but felt deadly sick all the way. 
Came in a chaise (Casey and I), from Howth, and broke 
down when near Dublin ; got into a jaunting-car, and 
arrived at Casey's, where I dined. Never shall forget the 
welcomeness of his good mutton broth, to which was added 
some very old port, and an excellent bottle of claret. 
Went afterwards in a hackney-coach to Abbey Street. 
Found my dearest father and mother watching for me at 
the window ; my mother not looking so well as when I last 
saw her, but my father (though, of course, enfeebled by 
his great age) in excellent health and spirits. Sweet httle 
Nell, too, quite well. Called at Bilton's Hotel, to inquire 
after the Lansdownes; and found that Lady L. had been 
very ill and in her bed for two or three days past. 

27th. Called upon Lord L. Asked me to dine with 
him at Franks's (his agent's) to-morrow, but am engaged 
to Casey ; promised to dine with him on Tuesday. Dined 
at home, and walked about a little in the evening. 

28th. My mother expressing a strong wish to see Lord 
Lansdowne, without the fuss of a visit from him, I engaged 
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to manage it for her. Told him that he must let me show 
him to two people who considered me as the greatest man 
in the world, and him as the next, for being my friend. 
Very good-naturedly allowed me to walk him past the 
windows, and wished to call upon them ; but I thought it 
better thus. Dr. Percival having declared Lady L. fit to 
travel, they intend to start on Wednesday, and will give 
me a seat in the carriage with them. Went and bought a 
travelling cloak, as Jupiter Pluvius stiLL continues his 
operations. Called upon Lady Morgan, who is about to 
publish a Life of Salvator Rosa ; has heard that Lord L. 
has some Salvators, and wishes to know the particulars of 
them. Walked about with Corry. Dined at Casey's: 
company, Tickell, Hare, the Fellow, Corry, and some 
others. Forgot to mention that Casey, during my jour- 
ney, mentioned to me a parody of his on those two lines 
in the " Veiled Prophet " — 

" He knew no more of fear than one, who dwells 
Beneath the tropics, knows of icicles." 

The following is his parody, which I bless my stars that 

none of my critics were lively enough to hit upon, for it 

would have stuck by me : — 

" He knew no more of fear than one, who dwells 
On Scotia's mountains, knows of knee-buckles." 

On my mentioning this to Corry, he told me of a remark 
made upon the " Angels," by Kyle, the Provost, which I 
should have been equally sorry any of my critics had got 
hold of: — "I could not help figuring to myself," says 
Kyle, " all the while I was reading it, Tom, Jerry, and 
Logic on a lark from the sky." Few such lively shots from 
our University. Dinner not very agreeable, owing chiefly 
to the FeUow, who mentioned the great increase that has 
taken place since my time in the number of the students ; 
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and seems to think that the outpouring of such a portion 
of cultivated intellect upon society will produce rather a 
dangerous swell in the public mind (not his words), Corry 
and I went afterwards to the theatre, to join my father 
and mother and NeU, whom Harris has made free of the 
house, to their very great pleasure and delight, particularly 
my dear father's, who told me, in his playful way, that he 
was so fond of it, he had some idea of going on the stage 
himself. Went behind the scenes with Abbot. He and 
Corry came home and supped with us. Saw this morning 
a poor fruit-woman on the steps of a door, eating her own 
currants ; while another who was passing by and observed 
her said, " That's one way of carrying on trade." 

29th. Paid visits to Mrs. Smith, 8cc, &c. Saw Henry 
Webster, who told me Lord WeUesley would like to see 
something of me before I left Ireland, and bade me leave 
my name at the Castle ; which I did. Dined at Lord 
Lansdowne's : company, Corry, Charles Fox, Henry Web- 
ster, and Franks. Lord L, mentioned an epigram, com* 
paring some woman, who was in the habit of stealing 
plants, with Darwin ; the two last lines were — 

" Decide the case, Judge Botany I pray ; 
And his the laurel be, and hers the Say." 

30th. Off at half-past seven ; we in the open carriage, 
with four horses, and the valet and Lady L.'s maid in the 
chariot with a pair after us. The pret'ty cottages in the 
neighbourhood of Lord Mayor's Place, near Johnstown, 
very creditable to him. Fine Gothic window at Castle 
Dermott-Geraldine, The river Barrow, from Carlowy 
rather pretty ; remembered the Irish poet's lines to it : — 
" Wheel, Barrow, wheel thy winding course." Dined and 
slept at KUkenny, at our old club-house, now turned into 



JCLT, 1823.] THOMAS MOOEE. 103 

an inn. "Went with Lord and Lady L. to see the Castle, 
whose thick walls, and deep windows, and tapestry, de- 
lighted her exceedingly. The man, in showing us the 
country from the top of the tower, said, " That house be- 
longs to rich Maguire, who is very poor and distressed." 
Walked with Lord L. about the town, and recollected the 
days of my courtship, when I used to walk with Bessy on 
the banks of the river ; looked into Cavenagh's, where she 
and her mother and sister lived, and where we used to 
have so many snug dinners from the club-house. Happy 
times ! but not more happy than those which I owe to the 
same dear girl stUl. Fine round tower annexed to the 
Cathedral. 

31st. Ran to the post-office before starting, to know if 
there were any letters for Lord L. or me; post-master 
answered, " I am sure there are not, sir ; being two such 
great public characters, if there had been any I shotild 
have remarked them." Saw at CoUan, for the first time 
in my life, some real specimens of Irish misery and filth ; 
three or four cottages together exhibiting such a naked 
swarm of wretchedness as never met my eyes before. The 
ruined house of KiUcash, on the road, that once belonged 
to a Mr. Buller, struck me both from the appropriateness 
of its name (Kail-cash), and the dreary, shaven look of the 
country round it : not a bush left standing. These recent 
ruins tell the history of Ireland even more than her ancient 
ones. A line of mountains aU along the way. Knocklofty 
a very gentlemanlike-looking place, and its vicinity com- 
fortable and credTtable. Head in the Eoad-Book the fol- 
lowing euphonious designation : " Mr. Clutterbuck, of 
Killgroggy." Arrived at Lismore Castle to dinner ; re- 
ceived by the duke's agent. Col. Currie, who, with his 
family, lives in the Castle. My old acquaintances, Dean 
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and Mrs. Scott, came to dinner. The Lansdownes being 
strangers to all these people, the evening passed rather 
tamely. Mrs. S. told some Irish stories. One, of a con- 
versation she overheard between two fellows about 
Donelly, the Irish champion : how a Miss Kelly, a young 
lady of fine behaviour, had followed him to the Curragh, 
to his great battle, and laid her gold watch and her coach 
and six that he would win ; and that when Donelly, at one 
time, was getting the worst of it, she exclaimed, " Oh, 
Donelly, would you leave me to go back on foot, and not 
know the hour?" on which he rallied, and won. How 
the Duke of Wellington said to Donelly, " I am told you 
are called the hero of Ireland ; " " Not the hero, my Lord, 
but only the champion." Walked with Col. Currie before 
dinner to the school, and heard the boys examined. He 
has succeeded in removing the objections of the Catholic 
priest to the introduction of the Bible, which is one of the 
great obstacles to schools in other places. Part of this 
Castle supposed to be the rooms which Sir W. Raleigh 
inhabited when commissioner for the government of Mun- 
ster. Some talk next morning with Currie about the 
country. Is surmounting a good deal the objections to 
the Scotch plough ; the potatoes about here planted in the 
English way; 40.s. freeholders the great curse of the 
country ; no getting rid of them ; nobody would incur the 
unpopularity of a proposal to disfranchise so large a portion 
of the population ; such a change would remove one of 
the chief objections to Catholic emancipation. 

August 1st. Intended to have gone down the Black- 
water, from Cappoquin to Youghal, but could not, on 
account of the violent rain. Took to the close carriage. 
Found luncheon prepared for us at the College at Youghal, 
another house of the Duke's. Got into the open carriage 
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again at Middleton. Youghal an interesting-looking 
place : saw some pretty faces out of the windows there, 
which were a rarity. The approach to Cork by Glanmire 
magnificent ; a sort of sea avenue up to the town, with 
beautiful banks on each side, studded over with tasteful 
villas ; gives a " note of preparation," however, which Cork 
itself by no means comes up to. Drove to Conway's, and 
dined and slept. 

2nd. O'Driscoll, author of the " Views of Ireland," 
came to breakfast; left him and Lord L. together, and 
walked out. "Went to the booksellers', Edwards and 
Savage ; bought a travelling map of Ireland ; told me 
there was not much demand for books, and that their chief 
gain was by other articles, stationery, &c., &cc. One of 
them went with me to the Commercial Rooms, where I 
read the papers. There is another institution called the ■ 
Chamber of Commerce, a sort of secession, on political 
grounds, from this ; the Chamber of Commerce the liberal 
one. Purchased a book of Orange, or " Williamite, " 
songs, at a little shop, where the man told me that the 
WiUiamites had much increased; confirmed to me by 
Edwards, who said that some Orange Lodges, dormant 
since the year '98, had lately been revived. Find since, 
that Edwards and Savage were Orangemen themselves. 
The Tithes Leasing BUI not acted upon, as no landlords 
will venture to be responsible for the tithes of their te- 
nantry. A specimen of the good to be effected by the 
linen manufacture evident at Dingle, where, on one side of 
the bay, all is comfort in consequence of it, and on the 
other side, all is misery without it. Have heard since, 
however, that the manufacture there is on the decline. 
"Walked about with Hickson, the brother of Lord Lans- 
downe's agent. On my mentioning to him what has been 
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dinned into my ears all along about Lord L.'s being a bad 
landlord, lie said, " If there be the least ground for that 
assertion, believe me, it must be the agent's fault alone ; as 
never was there a representation made by my brother, 
with respect to the propriety of reductions or allowances, 
that Lord Lansdowne did not promptly assent to them." 
"Was rejoiced to hear this, as it has all along vexed and 
puzzled me to hear such imputations cast upon one whom 
I know to be so just and humane. Went to the Dyke 
Walk, which is one of the best ornaments of the town. 
Afterwards with Lord L. to Beamish and Crauford's 
brewery ; had the whole explained ; thence to the Institu- 
tion, where a relative of Davy and of the same name is 
the acting person. A poor display of Cork science : among 
the curiosities is the jack-boot of a French postilion! 
O'DriscoU and Hickson dined with us. In talking of the 
state of the country, O'DriscoU asserted that there was a 
regular organisation among the lower orders all over the 
south ; that their oath was only " to obey orders," and 
that instructions came from Dublin ; that their objects 
were chiefly to get rid of their landlords and establish the 
Catholic religion. This, though coming from such autho- 
rity, appeared to me exaggerated and incredible. Took 
leave of Lord and Lady L., who start for Kenmare in the 
morning, where, if I can, I shall join them about the end of 
the week. 

3rd. The Lansdownes set off before I was up. Re- 
ceived a petition, in prose and verse, from a drunken 
scribbler of Cork, who signs himself " Roderick O'Conner, 
the last of all the Bards," and in one sense of the phrase, 
truly so. The following are some of his lines : — 
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" Which has more renown, 
Moore or Lansdowne, 
One a coronet — t'other a laurel crown ? 
Needy and poor, I come to Moore ; 
Romantic author of ' Lalla Eookh,' 
On thy bard with pity look." 

Sent the " last of all the bards " five sMUings. Set off in 
the steamboat for Cove (to see my sister Kate Scully) 
between ten and eleven. Saw the view to more advantage 
there than before, as the Glanmire side, which is the most 
beautiful, was now brought into the picture, with its fine 
seats, Demkittle, Lotabeg, Lotamore, Lota, &c. &c. ; 
Amethyst Kock on the opposite bank. Shown a house 
held on the Bang's life, the proprietor of which cannot 
insure the royal life ; such insurance being forbid by the 
law, as coming, I suppose, under the charge of compassing 
and imagining " the King's death." Saw Smith Barry's 
flag flying on his tower, and was told his fortune is rated 
at 40,000/. a year; this Orange gentleman left his card for 
me at Cork. Some gentlemen aboard the boat inquired 
with anxiety how long I meant to remain at Cork on my 
return, as it was the intention of the inhabitants, they 
said, to pay me some public tribute, if I would allow them 
the opportunity. Arrived at Cove about half-past twelve. 
Walked with Mr. Mark (a gentleman who introduced 
himself to me in the boat) to see Mrs. Conner's cottage, 
"which is very high, and commands a fine view of the 
Harbour. Spike Island (in fortifying which, 1,100,000/. 
having been laid out, it was found at last this expenditure 
was all useless, as the island is commanded by another 
point) ; Magazine Eock (in whose excavations below the 
sea powder is kept), &c. &o. Kate and her husband 
received me with much delight ; she quite well and grown 
fat ; John not so well. About two, we all embarked 
aboard the steamboat to take a cruise up the Carrigaline 
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river, whose windings are very pretty ; went up as far as 
Mr. Newnliam's fishing cottages. John Scully disbelieves 
O'DriscoU's account of the organisation of the people; 
says it is merely a war of the poor against the rich ; con- 
demns the new Tithe Bill, as tending, if it was enforced, to 
make the clergy a greater burden than ever ; the omission, 
however, of the compulsory clause, has fortunately rendered 
it a nullity. Is contented with the laws about tithe as 
they are, if the poor people could only enforce them by 
obliging the parson to take his tithe in kind; means of 
course, that they might be embarrassed in this process, so 
as to leave them but little either of gain or comfort. The 
cotters, however, are too poor to enter into conflict with 
the parson; besides, the latter always has them in his 
power by holding over their heads those notes which they 
pass to him for their tithes from year to year. The valu- 
ators never will let the people know their demand upon 
them till the corn is acttially in. A ship, called the 
" Barrosa," lying now in the harbotir, to take out 300 
settlers to the Cape of Good Hope ; this the only one, 
besides the Admiral's, now at Cove. John remarked 
upon the misnomer of settlers applied to the Irish, who 
are always un-settling both at home and abroad. Walked 
with John and Kate in the evening ; all the fashionables 
abroad ; had to stand such broadsides of staring, as discon- 
certed even me, used as I am. 'Twas the same yesterday 
in Cork ; and amusing enough to see, when I walked with 
Lord Lansdowne, how distracted the good people's atten- 
tion was between the peer and the poet ; the former, 
however, as usual, had the best of it. Slept at a very com- 
fortable little inn kept by a widow woman. 

4th. After breakfasting with Kate and John, set off in 
the steamboat for Cork ; the day tolerably fine, and the 
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view magnificent. A great pity there is not some fine 
architecture to meet the eye at the bottom of this approach; 
if they had turned the new custom-house, with a handsome 
fa9ade, towards the water, it would have enriched the 
scene incalculably. Forgot to mention that, before I 
started this morning, a deputation of eight or ten gentle- 
men of Cove waited upon me to request I would name a 
day, either now or before I left the south, to dine with 
the inhabitants ; answered that I hoped to return this way, 
and would, in that case, have great pleasure in accepting 
their invitation. John told me there were two or three 
Orangemen in this deputation, which I was glad to hear. 
An intelligent young man aboard the steamboat, who 
went also up the Carriagaline river with us yesterday, on 
my mentioning my intention of setting ofi" for Beecher's 
to-day, said he was going to MaUow too, and would, if I 
chose, secure a place for me in the coach when he took his 
own. Walked a little about Cork ; visit from the French 
Consid. Off in a sort of diligence to Mallow at half-past 
two ; went outside with my boat friend, whose name I find 
to be Sullivan. Country barren and dreary till within 
some miles of MaUow : the first thing at all pretty, a 
house of Mr. Williamson's *, on the Clydagh, a beautiful 
stream. Near it are the ruins of a preceptory of the 
knights of St. John of Jerusalem, called BaUynamona 
[Ballinamona]. A good deal of conversation with my 
companion upon the state of the country ; says there is a 
strong feeling among the lower orders, that if they per- 
severe in their present harassing and violent system, the 
Church must give in ; that Deism is spreading very much 

* " This was a lodge of Lord Muskerry's. The whole valley from 
BaUynamona (or Mourne Abbey, the ruin nearly opposite to Mr. 
Williamson's) to Mallow, is very beautiful." 
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among the common people. Beecher's gig met me about 
a mile from Mallow ; and I arrived at BaUygiblin to a late 
dinner; found Lyne, an old college acquaintance, just 
arrived too. He mentioned old Rose having once asked 
Sheridan what he thought of the name he had just given 
his little son, " George Pitt Rose," and Sheridan replying, 
" Why, I think a Rose by any other name would smell 
as sweet." Mrs. Beecher's sister sung in the evening ; and 
so did I a little. 

5th. Nick Beecher drove me in the curricle to Mallow. 
Pretty view from the lodge ; the glen on one side, 
through which the Blackwater runs, under the high 
wooded grounds of Ballyellis ; Mr. Jephson's old tower 
covered with ivy, but spoiled by the fine gilt clock, 
Asked Beecher whether he thought it true that Deism has 
got among the lower orders ; says it is not impossible ; 
such phrases are continually in their mouths as the " Re- 
ligion of the heart," " God is the only judge, &c. &c." 
Explained to me (being himself a clergyman) the different 
modes of getting the tithes. The most peaceable way is 
by lettings, where the parson (either himself or his agent) 
bargains with them for a certain sum to be paid in lieu of 
the tithe ; frequently he sunmions them before the Eccle- 
siastical Court, which is the most vexatious and expensive 
mode to the poor people ; or he may have them before 
any two magistrates, — whose jurisdiction, however, does 
not extend beyond cases of ten pounds. The story about 
the fight at Skibbereen true ; Morrit, the clergyman, who 
is in continual warfare with his parishioners, is an English- 
man. The average of the seven years, in the new Com- 
position Bill, unfair, because it comprehends the years of 
highest value. One good in this Act is, that by the applot- 
ments being made on the whole parish, including the 
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agistment tenants or graziers, the proportion that the 
poorer tenants have hitherto paid will be considerably 
reduced. Thinks he will himself be able, by taking a 
fairer average, to make some such composition, to be 
regulated every three years by the price of wheat, and 
rise or fall with it. In reply to my inquiries as to the 
secret organisation of the people, is of opinion that they 
^are, to a certain degree, organised; the oath they take is, 
"■ to be secret and to be ready." Very little regard to 
truth among the lower orders ; are tolerably educated ; at 
least most of those under forty. Went to Ballyellis, and 
to another pretty place ; and in returning called at a 
pretty cottage where Beecher's sister lives. Mrs. Beecher 
not able, from rheumatism, to dine with us to-day. In 
the evening read the new Tithe Act, and find that the 
oath which Dean Scott objected to so much the other day 
is that which the commissioner is empowered to put to the 
parson (as well as to the parishioner) for the purpose of 
coming at the truth with respect to the average value of 
the tithes, &c. &c. 

6th. A letter from my dearest Bess. Some more talk 
about the spread of Deism among the people ; instances 
known in which fellows have given up going to mass, and, 
upon being addressed by the Methodists (as loose fish likely 
to come into their net), answering that their intention was 
not to belong to any church. Walked with Lyne to see 
Lohort Castle ; high and narrow, the outworks gone ; be- 
longs to Lord Arden ; lunched there, and was introduced 
to Mr. Cotter, the clergyman of the place, who has invented 
a new musical instrument, which he calls the Basso Hiber- 
nicon, of the serpent family. Walked over to his house 
with him to hear it; a dreary spot called Castlemagner, 
from a ruin (named after one of Cromwell's generals) 
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which stands on a bank above the stream. The property 
Immediately here Lord Limerick's, who within twenty 
years has shorn down every tree around ; and left no signs 
of life but a few wretched cottages. The parson's own 
house, a waste and ruinous concern ; and the embrasure in 
the haU door, to fire through, speaking volumes for the 
comfort of his neighbourhood. Had his wife down to 
accompany the display of his Basso upon a wretched little 
old pianoforte. The instrument very sweet and powerful, 
and will be, I have no doubt, an acquisition to bands and 
orchestras ; it is seventeen feet long. Told me he took 
it over to London, and played on it before the officers of 
the First Life Guards, taking the precaution of covering 
it with cambric muslin lest the invention should be bor- 
rowed. What a treat for Francis Conyngham, &c. ! A 
parson from the county Cork with his huge Hibemicon 
wrapped up in cambric mushn ! Lyne quoted to me Lord 
BeUamont's description of Kerry, " All acclivity and decli- 
vity, without the intervention of a single horizontal plane ; 
the mountains all rocks, and the men aU savages." Story 
of the hunted stag of KiUarney coming near where Lord 
Avonmore (then Attorney-General) and Dr. O'Leary were 
standing, and O'Leary saying, " How naturally instinct 
leads him to come to you to deliver him by a nolle prosequi." 
The name of Captain Rock is said to be the initials iZoger 
O'Connor, ^K'ing. A vast deal about me in the Cork 
newspapers. Amongst other things, a letter from my own 
" Zaraph," describing the way in which he watched over 
me through Cork, his amusement, at the Commercial 
Eooms, in " seeing the matter-of-fact merchants staring at 
the Poet." Another paragraph says, after stating that 
Lord and Lady Lansdowne had walked about the streets 
of Cork, « We observed Mr. T. Moore (of poetical cele- 
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brity) leaning on the Marquiss's arm. "We shall only 
remind him of his own lines^ how — 

Sooner or later, all have to grieve 
Who waste their morn's dew in the beams of the great, 
And expect 'twill return to refresh them at eve." 

7th. Started in the gig with Nick Beecher at eleven, 
in order to be time enough to catch the KiUarney coach 
at Mill Street. Passed the Castle of Kanturk, which is a 
much more considerable edifice than that of Lohort. Met 
Mr. Leader, who has a property in this neighbourhood. 
Made me a speech which was rather unseasonable, I being 
in a hurry. " This is the region, Mr. Moore, of which 
Sir James Mackintosh said, that religious persecution has 
completed in it what confiscation had begun. From the 
Shannon to the Blackwater all the ancient proprietors 
swept away, &c. &c." The coach just setting off when we 
reached MiU Street, and, to my horror, full. On Beecher, 
however, speaking to the company inside, and mentioning 
who I was, they consented to take me in. Found 'twas a 
party that had taken the coach to themselves, servants and 
all, eleven in number. The ladies very civil. One of them, 
a Mrs. Barton, whose husband, a guardsman (I think), 
was outside. The other her sister, with a brother, two 
young Cavendishes (Lord Waterpark's sons), and a Mr. 
Hort, a friend of Lord Lansdowne's. What luck ! Found 
that my "Fables" was one of the books they had made 
provision of for rainy weather at KUlarney. Arrived at 
Lord Kenmare's at four. Lord L. out on the lake with 
Mr. Sullivan (Lady Harriet's son), who has been here two 
or three days, and goes to-morrow. The dinner very 
good, and Lady Kenmare very pleasing. 

8th. The weather rather favourable. Drove down to 
VOL. IV. I 
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Koss Island, and embarked on the Lake at eleven. Lady 
Kenmare's first time of being on her own lakes, having 
been but ten days here, and reserving her debut (as she 
says) for my coming. Landed on Inisfallen, and enjoyed 
thoroughly its loveliness. Never was anything more 
beautiful. "Went afterwards to Sulhvan's Cascade, which 
was in high beauty. Curious effect of a child on high, 
crossing the glen ; seemed as if it was flitting across the 
waterfall. The peasants that live on the opposite bank 
come over with fruit when strangers appear, and their 
appearance, with their infants, stepping from rock to rock, 
across the cascade, highly picturesque. Mr. Galway (Lord 
Kenmare's agent) and his wife at dinner. Instance of 
the hospitality of the poor cotters, that it is the practice 
with many of their families to lay by, each individual, 
every day, one potatoe and a sup of milk for the stranger 
that may come. Intended riots at fairs (from the spirit of 
sept-ship) have been frequently put a stop to by orders 
from Captain Eock. Sung a little in the evening. 

9th. Wretched weather. Made an attempt, however, 
with Lord and Lady K., to see the Upper Lake, and, in 
spite of the weather, was enchanted with the echo at the 
Eagle's Nest, and the view from Dinis [Dinas or Dinish] 
of the old Weir Bridge on one side, and the plank bridge 
over the entrance into Turk [Tore] Lake on the other. 
This river, between the lakes, delicious. On reaching 
the Upper Lake could see nothing, from the shroud of 
mist and rain that was over everything. Lunched at 
Hyde's cottage, and returned by Turk Lake. Found the 
weather in this region much better, and paid another visit 
to Inisfallen. 

10th. Eead Smith's " Kerry.'' Was waited upon by 
a deputation of the gentlemen of Killamey, to request I 
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would name a day to dine with them ; but my stay is tod 
short to do so. At three, drove out with Lady Kenmare. 
Called at Mr. Herbert's of Carinane, who showed us a 
large and most satisfactory map of the laJses, not pub- 
lished. Thence to Mucross. Saw the abbey, with its 
sculls, and the tomb of the O'Donoghue, who died lately. 
A sort of hermit lived some few years since in the abbey, 
planking up the recess which formed his lodging with 
coffin boards. Used to dine about with the gentlemen 
of the neighbourhood. Drove through those beautiful 
grounds, where the ars celandi artem has been exerted with 
wonderful effect ; as I understand all this lovely and 
katural-looking disposition of the grounds has been the 
product of much toil and enormous expense, not less than 
30,000?. having been laid out upon them. Visited th6 
pretty cottage on Turk Lake, which is to be let, and any- 
where else, but in wretched Ireland, would be an Elysiiim. 
The new road from Kenmare is to pass close behind it» 
Drove through the grounds to the copper-mines, and quite 
enchanted with their endless variety of beauty. Dined at 
eight ; only Lord and Lady K. A note for her from the 
Lough Lane Club, proposing to give her a stag-hunt 
whenever she might desire. Persuaded her to fix Wed- 
nesday, in the hope that the Lansdownes, who come on 
Tuesday, may stay for it. O'ConneU's brother was one of 
the deputation that came to me this morning. 

11th. A letter from Lord Lansdowne, to say that he 
cannot stay longer than Tuesday. Much inclined to give 
him up for the stag-hunt. To-day too stormy for the 
lakes. Took a walk through the town of Killarney, joined 
by Galway, with whom I had some conversation about the 
state of the country. Thinks the great object of the 
people is to get rid of the profit that is made upon tbem 

I 2 



116 DIAKT OF [iETAT.44. 

by sub-letting. The gentlemen are the most troublesome 

tenants, and the worst pay. , the swaggering patriot, 

who holds considerable property from Lord K., cannot be 
made pay by lore or law. Says it is most ungentleman- 
like of Lord Kenmare to expect it. This reminds me of 
an epigram I heard the other day made upon him and 
O'Connell, when the one hesitated about fighting Sir C. 
Saxton on account of his sick daughter, and the other 
boggled at the same operation through the interference 
of his wife. 

" These heroes of Erin, abhorrent of slaughter, 
Improve on the Jewish command; 
One honours his wife, and the other his daughter. 
That their days may be long in the land." 

The rental of Lord Kenmare's property, 23,0007. a year ; 
but so encumbered in various ways, that he has but 7000?., 
rather precariously paid, to spend. Drove with Lord and 
Lady K. to their park, and walked about. A very 
pretty glen, with the river Devenagh running through it. 
O'Connell and his brother came to dinner. Says the 
facilities given to landlords, since 1815, for enforcing their 
rents, have increased the misery of the people ; par- 
ticularly the power of distraining upon the crop. Men- 
tioned a case, which occurs often, of a man, or his wife, 
stealing a few potatoes from their own crop when it is 
under distress, being put in prison for the theft as being 
felony, when at the worst it is but rescue, and kept there 
till the judge arrives, who dismisses him as improperly 
committed, and he is then turned out upon society, 
hardened by his wrong, and demoralised by the society he 
has lived with in prison. The facility of ejectment, too, 
increased since 1815. On my inquiring into the state of 
intellect and education among the lower orders, said they 
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were full of intelligence. Mentioned, as an instance 
Hickey, who was hanged at a late Cork assizes, a common 
gardener. He had fired at a boy, who he thought knew 
and might betray him, and his gun burst, and carried 
away three of his fingers, which were found on the place. 
A man, in seeing them, said, " I swear to those being 
Hickey's fingers," on which Hickey was taken up, and his 
guilt discovered by the state of his hand. This fellow was 
a sort of Captain Eock, and always wore feathers to 
distinguish him. During his trial, he frequently wrote 
notes from the dock to O'Connell (who was his counsel), 
exhibiting great quickness and intelligence ; and when 
O'Connell was attempting to shake the credibility of the 
boy, who was witness against him, requested him not to 
persevere, as it was useless, and his mind was made up to 
suffer. Said that a system of organisation had spread some 
short time since through Leinster, which was now con- 
siderably checked, and never, he thought, had extended to 
the south. He knew of an ofier made by the chiefs of this 
Leinster organisation, through some of the bishops (I be- 
lieve), to him (O'C), and by him to the Government, that 
they would turn out for the Lord Lieutenant, against the 
Orangemen, if necessary. Says that Lord Wellesley 
forwarded the notification to the English Government, but 
no answer was of course returned. Thinks the population 
of Ireland under-rated, and that it is near 8,000,000. Dif- 
ference between the two archbishops that died lately ; him 
of Armagh, whose income was 20,000?. a year, and who 
left 130,000Z. behind him, and Troy, the K. C. archbishop 
of Dublin, whose income was 800/. a year, and who died 
worth about a tenpenny. Shows how cheap archbishops 
may be had. On my remarking the numbers of informers 
now coming in as inconsistent with that fidelity which he 

I 3 
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attributes to the lower orders, says it is always the case 
when an organisation is breaking up, as the late one is ; 
never, whUe it is going on. Even now the depdts of useful 
arms are preserved, it is only the broken, used-up ones, 
that are informed on or delivered up (as it is with the old 
stills). The Church possesses 2,000,000 of green acres. 
His conversation with Judge Day : " What remedy is 
there for Ireland's miseries?" — O^C. "I could teU you 
some, but you would not adopt them." — J. D. " Name 
them." — O'C. "A law that no one should possess an 
estate in Ireland who has one anywhere else." — J. D. " I 
agree to that." — O' C. " That tithes should be abohshed." 
^J. D. ." I agree to that." — O'C. " That the Catholics 
should be completely emancipated." — J. D. " I agree to 
that." — O'C. " That the Union should be repealed." — 
J. D. " I agree to that too." — O' C. " Very well, since 
that is the case, take a pike and turn out, for there is 
nothing else wanting to qualify you." Mentioned a joke 
of Norbury's to Judge BaUy lately, when they were com- 
paring ages, "You certainly have as little of the Old 
Bailey about you as any judge I know." 

12th. A beautiful day at last. Went with Lord Ken- 
mare to see the Upper Lake. The whole scene exquisite. 
Loveliness is the word that suits it best. The grand is less 
grand than what may be found among the Alps, but the 
softness, the luxuriance, the variety of colouring, the Httle 
gardens that every small rock exhibits, the romantic dis- 
position of the islands, and graceful sweep of the shores ; 
■ — all this is unequalled anywhere else. The water-lilies 
in the river, both white and yellow, such worthy in- 
habitants of such a region ! Pulled some heath on Ronan's 
Island to send to my dear Bessy. Lunched at Hyde's 
cottage, and met there the party I joined in the coach. 
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and who were going on to Dunloe Gap. Sorry not to go 
with them, as I shall lose that feature of the Lakes. The 
echos much clearer, and more like enchantment, than the 
last day, and (as Lady Donegal expressed it in her letter 
of instructions to me) " quite take one out of this world." 
Just home in time to receive the Lansdownes, who give 
a most delightful account of the prosperity of the town of 
Kenmare. Cannot stay for the stag-hunt to-morrow. 
Lord L. gave me a letter he received for me, poetry from 
Tipperary. In much doubt whether I shall give up the 
stag-hunt to-morrow ; on one side there is the pleasiu*e of 
travelling with the Lansdownes, and the difficulty of 
getting on by the Limerick road without them; on the 
other, there is the stag-hunt, and my promise to Lady 
Kenmare. To-morrow morning must decide. 

13th. A fine day for the hunt, but preferred the Lans- 
downes. Started after breakfast. Lady L.'s resolution 
in chmbing to the top of the abbey at Ardfert, though in 
evident fear of giddiness. The windows of the abbey 
very perfect ; the narrow lancet windows of the cathedral. 
At Lixnaw visited the ruins which the Kerry family 
inhabited ; a spacious and formal dwelling. Lady L. 
wished to sketch it, but could make nothing of such a 
wilderness of chimneys. A pretty summer-house, however, 
which she took, is the monument of the Earl of Kerry, to 
preserve which LordL. has been left the farm around it, 
about forty acres, being all that he inherited with the 
title ; the Earl of Kerry having sold all his estates for a 
life-annuity. The family lived here in feudal state ; the 
old Earl and Countess dining by themselves, and when in 
company being the only persons sitting on chairs, the rest 
having tabourets. Had their Board of Green Cloth like 
royal personages; the shutters of the windows inlaid with 

I 4 
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silver. Beyond Listowel got out to walk through the 
wood by the river to the Knight of Kerry's house, where 
we were to dine and sleep. The name of his place Bal- 
linruddery. The walk most beautiful, being high over 
the river (Feale) and wooded. Hickson (Lord L.'s agent) 
and his brother came along with us from Killarney, and it 
is another brother, a clergyman, who lives in Fitzgerald's 
house during the absence of the family, and who, with his 
wife, received us at dinner. The house a mere cottage, 
but gentlemanlike and comfortable, and the place alto- 
gether beautiful, worthy of its excellent and high-spirited 
owner, from whom, by the by, I received a letter enclosed 
to Lord L. to-day, expressing his regret that he is not 
in Ireland to assist his constituents in doing due honours 
to me on my arrival among them. Excellent salmon at 
dinner. The evening most silent and sleepy. Forgot to 
mention that on my arriving at Tralee this morning, a 

poetess, a Miss , who was evidently lying in wait 

for me, had a book popped into my hand at the inn, with 
a note full of the usual praises of my talent and diffidence 
in her own. The binding very pretty, and will, at least, 
look well in my library. Had some conversation with 
Lord L.'s agent, who tells me that considerable reductions 
and allowances have just been made to the tenants ; that 
three gales are due, and that Lord L. has done more 
altogether than any landlord in Kerry, except Judge Day. 
The latter has, not long since, remitted a whole gale to 
his tenants. 

14th. Off between nine and ten. The bridge of Lis- 
towel, which had been broken down, was within a few 
days propped up for the Judges. Thought, as it had 
been sub judice, we might venture. The view of the 
Shannon, as we came upon it from Tarbert, very striking. 
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The place of Sir R. Leslie here, on an island, beautifully- 
situated. Had been invited to lunch at Mr. Eice's, of 
Mount Trenchard (the father of Spring Rice), and arrived 
there about two. A fine old gentleman. Told us of the 
magnificence of the last Earl of Kerry; of his being 
attended always out of Dublin by his tradesmen as far as 
Naas, where their bills were paid, and then met on his 
return at the same place by the same cortlge. Fine sweep 
of the river before Eice's house, and a pretty place, be- 
longing to a Mr. Scott, in a wooded bay on the opposite 
side. Passed through Adare. Quantities of ruins, no 
less than five or six, which, from the Limerick side, have 
a most romantic effect through the trees. Arrived at 
Limerick (coming this last stage very quick) at seven : 
Swinburne's hotel. Lord L.'s account of his Kerry 
tenantry. His chief difficulty is to keep them from under- 
letting. Some, who pay him but 8Z. or 10/., will let their 
small portion out in corners to poor wretches, who marry 
upon the strength of this pied-a-terre, and swarm the little 
spot they occupy with children. These are they who put 
the key in the thatch in summer, and go begging about 
the country, and, under the name of " Lord Lansdowne's 
tenants," bring disgrace upon him and his property. 

15th. "Walked with Lord L. to see the spot where the 
bridge is to be, connecting Limerick with the county 
Clare, and with his property, which will be, of course, a 
great advantage to him. Eeceived a note from another 

authoress, a Miss , saying she wished me to call upon 

her. Did so. A very handsome, showy person; has 
published a novel, " Isabel St. Albe," dedicated to Scott, 
and is about to publish another, which she proposes to 
dedicate to me. "Wallsed with her to see Mr. Eoche's 
curious gardens, made on the roof of the great corn-stores. 
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which he lets to government. Was already discovered to 
be in Limerick, and saw the staring and running begin. 
Had taken my place in the Dublin mail for three o'clock^ 
and was not a little gratified to find, on passing the Com- 
mercial Rooms in it, a number of gentlemen drawn up on 
the flag-way, who all took oif their hats to me as I went 
by. A priest in the coffee-room, before I started, introduced 
himself to me ; told me how much he admired everything 
I had written ; had aU my books in his possession, &c. &c. 
Is the priest of Castlebar ; and said how comfortably the 
people in the west get on by means of the linen trade, 
in which they have been greatly helped by the money 
received from the English charitable subscriptions. An 
intelligent young man in the mail, who came as far as 
Nenagh, and (as I found on his leaving me) had put him- 
self on the coach upon knowing that I was to be a pas- 
senger by it, and had come thus far with no other motive. 
Found him very useful in pointing out the different gen- 
tlemen's seats. Mentioned the very high character Lord 
Clare had held in this neighbourhood as a humane land- 
lord and kind master. Arrived at Eoscrea about eight, 
where I dined and slept, having secured a place in the 
coach to take me on to-morrow morning. The Lans- 
downes, after a short stay at Limerick and Mount Shan- 
non, will proceed to Mr. Cosby's, in the Queen's County 
(where I was invited to meet them), and thence, in the 
course of about eight days, to Dublin. 

16th. A small round tower at Roscrea, and a very 
fine ancient portal, which serves as a gate to the church ; 
the ruins of a castle in the town. Started about ten 
o'clock. The curious rock, with ruins on it, in the neigh- 
bourhood of Maryborough, called Dunamase. Sorry not 
to be able to stop and see it. Dined at Naas, and arrived 
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in Abbey Street before ten. Found a letter from Lord 
John, directed to Sloperton, dated the 6th, saying that 
he had changed his mind about the journey to Killarney, 
and would now be very happy to accompany me; pro- 
posing we should set out the 16th, this very day ! Letters 
also from dear Bess ; aU well at home, thank God ! 

17th. Walked about a good deal. Called on P. 
Crampton, and found him laid up on the sofa. His story 
of the boy wishing for a place under goveanment; his 
powers of " screeching free-stone." " Sure, its me you 
hear in Dublin every Wednesday and Friday. Did you 
ever hear me ? " &c. Told him how perfectly all my sus- 
picions of Bushe were cleared away by his conduct since 
he became a judge, by his last charge in particular. An- 
swered that Bushe had always been kept down till now by 
Saurin, and was unable to show himself. Lord Farnham 
saying, during the Queen's trial, that he would not make 
up his mind till he had heard one Italian witness, who had 
often been mentioned, and who might be expected to 
throw much light on the matter, "one Polacca." Dined 
at home, and had Abbot to dinner. Said the great griev- 
ance of the law in Ireland lay in civil process ; the delay 
of the sub-sheriffs ; their being bribed to hold the writ 
suspended ; ought to be forced to file it immediately, as in 
England. Lord Landaff used to pay regularly 1500/. 
a year to the sub-sheriffs of his county, to keep off" execu- 
tions, but has lately discontinued this, and mounts guard 
upon his house instead. 

18th. Made a number of calls. Stared and run after 
at every step. Dined at home : the Abbots to dinner. 
Went (all of us) to the theatre in the evening to hear 
Catalani. Went to her dressing-room, and met there 
Stevenson, who most unfortunately goes out of town to- 
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morrow, not to return for some time. Had brought over 
some sacred songs for him to arrange, which this will, I 
fear, put out of the question. Abbot brought Mrs. A. 
and my sister EUen to introduce to Catalani. Her kind- 
ness to Nell, calling her la soeur d^Anacreon. A good 
trait in Catalani, the veneration she always felt for Grattan, 
and when told of his death she burst into tears. On 
Abbot making her a present the other day of one of the 
medals of him, she kissed him. Grattan was always an 
ardent admirer of hers, and Catalani showed Abbot a letter 
of his in French to her, which she keeps treasured ia a 
splendid box, and had either the policy or good taste to 
say she preferred it to all the tributes she has from kings 
and emperors. The letter expresses a hope that, after 
having enchanted the world with her song, she may be 
called late to add to the melody of heaven. The Abbots 
supped with us ; and my dearest father and mother seemed 
perfectly happy. Had a MS. book and note this morning 

from another poetess. Miss ; and a letter from a 

Mr. Clarke, of Limerick, enclosing a poem of his to me 
(which has appeared in the Limerick paper), rather good. 

19th. Called upon Miss , and found her (for a 

poetess) pretty well. Said " she was afraid I should 
think her a very bold girl for writing to me." * * * * 
Called this morning upon Lover, the artist, who is anxious 
to take my picture ; but have not time. "Went also with 
Abbot to see the machinery of the Bank, which is most 
curious and beautiful, and does great credit to Oldham, 
who presides over it, and has invented some of its most 
interesting contrivances. Had a letter from Lord Lans- 
downe to say he will be in town on Friday or Saturday. 

20th. Called upon Lover, with Curry and Jerry 
Bushe. Took us to see some pictures in Dawson Street, 
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which were collected with a view to an Institution, but 
without success. A very delightful picture by Northcote 
of a girl riding on an ass; also Sir Joshua's portrait of 
Primate Robinson, very striking. Dined at Abbot's ; a 
large party — Vallebraque and Catalan!, Harry Harris, 
Sir Charles Geisicke of the Dublin Society, Magee of the 
Evening Post, Dr. Letton librarian of the D. Society, 
my father, mother, and Ellen, &c. Catalan! took a vio- 
lent fancy for my dear mother ; overheard her saying to 
Yallebraque, cette dure Madame Moore. Gave me a long 
account, in the evening, of her quarrel and reconciliation 
with the King of Bavaria. 

21st. Paid a visit to Mason, who has sent me, with a 
very flattering letter, a copy of his three-guinea book on 
St. Patrick's Cathedral. Went to see the Rev. Mr. Pome- 
roy's pictures ; some of them very good indeed. Dined at 
Lady Morgan's : company. Lords Cloncurry and Dunsany, 
CauMeld (Lord Charlemont's brother), old Hamilton 
Rowan, and Burne the barrister. The style of the 
dinner quite comme il faut. Lord Cloncurry mentioned 
his having interceded with Lord WeUesley for the pardon 
of a man who had been, with several others, found guilty 
of a murder at Athy, but who, there was every reason to 
think, was completely innocent. A priest, riding up to 
Dublin, for the same purpose of intercession, died on his 
arrival from the over-haste with which he had travelled. 
Lady Morgan mentioned, that Owen had brought her one 
day a pattern of the sort of short tunic or shift which he 
meant the people of his parallelograms to wear, hinting, as 
a secret, that this was only a preparatory step to their not 
wearing any clothing at all : she hung it up, she said, in 
her drawing-room, to exhibit it. In the evening a most 
crowded soiree — Ladies Cloncurry, CecUia Latouche, &c. 
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Lady Clark's little girls sung with an Italian, and I also 
sung two or three songs. Introduced to Mr. Hughes, the 
American Minister to Sweden, who has been here' a few 
days. Catalan! came late ; and I took flight on her 
appearance, seeing strong symptoms of being asked to sing 
for her. Took leave of Corry this morning, who starts for 
Wales to-morrow. 

22nd. Called upon Joe Atkinson, &c. &c. Saw Henry 
"Webster, who has been down to the county Wicklow to 
communicate to Lord Wellesley the time of Lord Lans- 
downe's arrival. Thinks Lord L. ought to go down to 
him before his departure, and wished that I should go with 
him, as Lord Wellesley has expressed a regret at his not 
being in town to see me. Was anxious I should translat'e 
some Greek ode he had, &c. &c. Dined at home with my 
dear family. Went to walk in the Kotunda Gardens in the 
evening, but being alone could not stand the staring I had 
to encounter; one man, whom I did not at all know, 
seized my hand, and held it while he made me a speech. 
Was off in a few minutes : should Hke to have sauntered 
there a little longer, listening to the music, as the scene 
altogether brought back young days of courtship and care- 
lessness to my mind. Heard, in passing their hotel, that 
the Lansdownes had arrived. 

23rd. Called upon the Lansdownes. He goes down 
to Lord Wellesley to-morrow, and wiU sail certainly on 
Monday. Begged him, if Lord W. mentioned me, to say 
how flattered I had been by his kind messages. Went 
to the theatre, but did not arrive till the curtain was fall- 
ing ; saw Catalani in her dressing-room, and handed her 
to her carriage ; a crowd outside waiting to see her, who 
said " God bless you ! " as she passed. 

24th (Sunday). Breakfasted with Abbot, who gave 
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me the « Anti-Union," ScuUy's « Penal Laws," &c. Took 
my old portmanteau to Milliken's, that he may pack 
in it the books I have bought and send it after me ; found 
Eees there, who kindly asked me did I want any money. 
A note from Lady Lansdowne, to say that they mean to 
set off for Howth this evening at eight, and will take me 
if I choose ; . otherwise, I may join them there in the 
morning. Determined on having the last evening with 
my friends at home, and ordered a bed at Morrisons, ia 
order to be nearer the Howth coach in the morning. 
Dined at home ; packed up after dinner, took my farewell 
supper with them, and off for Morrison's. 

25th. Coach called for me at a quarter after seven. 
Skinner, in whose packet we sail, the only, passenger in it. 
Told me of the havoc these English commissioners are 
making in the Post Office. So much the better ; it is the 
great seat of Orangeism ; and Lord WeUesley says he 
knows that all the libels against him, during the late row, 
were circulated gratuitously through the medium of the 
Post Office. Found Lord and Lady L. aboard. Took 
immediately to my berth, and was in Holyhead in about 
seven hours, where we dined, and set off immediately 
afterwards for the first stage, Mona House. 

26th. Stopped at Bangor Ferry, Lord L. having a 
letter to Mr. Wilson, the director of the works of the 
bridge, to show and explain the operations to us. Enor- 
mous uadertaking, and never, I think, to be completed, 
though there seems, as yet, no doubt entertained of its 
success! It is a little extraordinary, however, that, ac- 
cording to Mr. Wilson's account, they have not yet made 
up their minds as to the mode of carrying the chains 
across, the great, and, in my mind, insurmountable dif- 
ficulty. Went down into the rock, where the pins or 
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bars, by wMch the chains hold, are fixed. Arrived to 
dinner at Llangollen, in the beautiful inn overhanging the 
water; my bedroom commanded the same view. Much 
amused with the folly of those who have scribbled in the 
book kept here. Among the late transits was one which 
called up rather melancholy thoughts ; " Earl and Countess 
of Bective, Lord Taylor (the infant), and Master G. 
Dalton," in her hand-writing. 

27th. Off early, and arrived in the evening to dinner 
at Worcester. Sauntered by myself through the town a 
little afterwards. Lord L. mentioned an amusing blunder 
of Madame de Stael's, when in England, in mistaking 
Charles Long for Sergeant Lens (who had just refused 
some situation from the Government), and complimented 
Long (who is the most determined placeman in England) 
on his disinterestedness. 

28th. Walked with Lady Lansdowne after breakfast 
to a china-shop, where Lord L. afterwards joined us. On 
Lady L.'s buying a pretty pastile-burner for herself (price, 
a guinea). Lord L. bought the fellow of it for Bessy, and 
bid me give it to her from him. Went out of our way a 
little for the purpose of seeing the beautiful view from 
Froster, which is of the finest kind of EngUsh prospects, 
extensive, rich, cultivated, animated, with a noble river 
wafting numerous sails through its hedge-rows and corn- 
fields. By some mistake at Gloucester we were sent 
wrong, and lost about ten miles of our road. Met at 
Malmesbury by Lord L.'s horses, and near Chippenham 
by Lord Kerry, riding. At Chippenham I parted M'ith 
them, and took a chaise for Sloperton, where I arrived 
between seven and eight, and found Bessy and her little 
ones, thank Heaven, quite well. Thus ended one of the 
pleasantest journeys altogether I have ever taken. It is 
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in travelling with people that one comes to know them 
most thoroughly, and I must say, that for every good qua- 
lity both of temper and mind, for the power of enjoying 
what was enjoyable, and smoothing all that was disagree- 
able (though this latter quality, it is true, was rarely put 
to the trial), for ready attention to whatever was said or 
proposed, and for those piacevoli e bei rag'ionamenti, which 
make (as Ariosto says) the roughest way seem short, I 
have never met any two persons more remarkably distin- 
guished than those I have just travelled with. 

29th, 30th, &c. &c. Set about reading for the little 
work upon Ireland, which I mean to despatch ; must work 
for Power too. Borrowed " Wakefield upon Ireland " from 
Lord Lansdbwne, who, in sending it to me, begged I would 
look over it as speedily as I could, because, with all its 
faults, it was his dictionary of reference on many subjects 
which he had to correspond about with his agents, &c. 

9th. Lord L. called just as we were preparing to set 
ofi" to Devizes to dine with the Hugheses. Said he had 
read my translation from Catullus of the " Pseninsularum 
Sirmio " (which I had mentioned to him as, in my own 
opinion, pretty well done), and expressed himself highly 
pleased with it. Company at Hugheses, Col. HuU, and 
Mr. Mayo, the chaplain of the jail. Col. H. said that 
the missionaries were laughed at in the East Indies, and 
the few wretched creatures of whom they made con- 
verts nicknamed " Company's Christians." Came over- 
land from India. In crossing the Desert he and his two 
friends brought a good supply of Sneyd's claret, and 
used to finish a magnum or two every evening. Sneyd's 
claret in the Desert ! times are altered. 

1 0th. Sent an Irish Melody to Power yesterday, be- 
ginning "When vanquish'd Erin," to the tune of the 
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" Boyne Water," which I have long wished to give a 
different colour to ; this is green enough. 

11th. Reading hard and fast upon Irish subjects. 
Just finished " Newenham," which I borrowed from Lord 
L. on sending him back " Wakefield." 

12th. Dined at the Lansdownes. The Phippses took, 
as company, besides them and ourselves, the Bowleses, the 
Joys, and the Duncans. Bowles's comical description of 
" Young Angel riding after a red herring " very amusing 
at dinner. Mr. Duncan mentioned, that Blackstone has 
preserved the name of- the judge to whom Shakspeare 
alludes in the gravedigger's argument, " If the water 
comes to the man, &c. ; " must see this. Sung in the 
evening. On Bessy telling Bowles that Mrs. Phipps and 
she meant to go hear him preach some Sunday, he asked 
us all over to breakfast and dinner to-morrow. Agreed 
to go. 

13th, Set off at nine in Phipps's carriage. Bowles 
took for his text (as he promised yesterday he would) the 
" impotent man" at the Pool of Bethesda; sermon very 
interesting. Showed us about his place afterwards. I 
took a volume of Johnson's " Poets " with me, and walked 
through the fields to Calne till dinner-time. Lord Lans- 
downe came to dinner. In looking over the library, I 
mentioned that it was singular enough that Sir J. Browne, 
the exposer of vulgar errors, should himself have been a 
witness on a trial for witchcraft, and given testimony to 
the existence of witches in Germany. Bowles said he had 
discovered in the names that occur throughout the " Tales 
of the Genii " the anagrams of those of some of the au- 
thor's (Ridley's) friends. I cannot, however, perceive any 
of them. 

17th. Received my books after dinner, and amused 
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both Bessy and myself by reading over in the " Antho- 
logiaHibemica" poems I sent to it when I was but twelve 
and thirteen years of age. " Our esteemed correspon- 
dent, T. M.," diverted Bessy exceedingly. Received a 
note from Lord L., sending me the last volumes of " Las 
CasaSj" and asking me to fix a day to dine. 

18 th. Read four of the Irish pamphlets since last 
night. Walked into Devizes in order to draw for 100/. at 
three months, on the Longmans. Got an order for 42?. 
of it to send to Bath to pay the half-year of Anastasia's 
schooling. Found Mr. and Mrs. Hughes come to dinner 
with us on my return home. Walked to Phipps's with 
Bessy in the evening, making about twelve or thirteen 
miles to-day. 

19th. Sent off an Irish Melody to Power, beginning 
" Quick ! we have but a second ! " Reading pamphlets 
on Irish affairs ; M'Nevin's " Pieces of History," Curry's 
Reviews, &c. &c. 

20th to 23rd. Have begun writing my " Irish Tour," 
but get on very slowly, though I was in hopes I should 
be able to dispatch it in a few weeks, and get back to 
« Sheridan." 

24th. Walked to Bowood ; found them at home, and 
took a long walk with them and Oakden across the park to 
the Calne road. Lord L. mentioned a book called " A 
Journey to the Moon," which he had given a commission 
for at the Fonthill sale. The man's method of flying to 
the moon was by means of little phials filled with dew, 
which he hung about him, and which were exhaled up by 
the morning sun, and carried him with them. Lord L. 
said it had given the idea of Swift's " Gulliver ; " but I 
mentioned Lucinus's " True History" as the original of aU 
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this class of fictions. Talked of " The Journey Under- 
ground," &c. 

25th. Sent an Irish Melody to Power, beginning 
" Sweet Innisfail." 

27th. Started for Melksham on foot at seven, ia order 
to catch the Bath coach. Bessy to join Mrs. P.'s carriage. 
Arrived at Bath between eleven and twelve ; breakfasted 
at the York House, and went thence to my dear Anas- 
tasia, whom I found in trouble. Great complaints against 
her from the schoolmistress for inattention to her lessons. 
Perceived the schoolmistress had mistaken her disposition, 
and supposes that it is obstinacy prevents the child from 
answering what she knows ; when, in fact, it is the con- 
fusion arising from a strong feeling of reproof or disgrace 
that puts all her ideas to flight, and makes her incapable 
of any thing while she is in that state. Lectured my dear 
little girl very gravely as I walked with her to meet her 
mama, who also was as serious as she could be about it, 
though feeling all the while, with me, that the school- 
mistress had (as she herself used to do) mistaken the child's 
disposition. Home at seven. 

28th. Wrote away as fast as my slow prose pen would 
let me. The Awdreys came to take leave, and Miss 
Awdrey gave me a pretty sketch she has made of the 
cottage. In the evening took Tom a long walk with 
me. 

October 1st. Dined at Bowood. FeUowes called to 
take me. Bev. — Ashe and his pretty daughter, and two 
other parsons. Talked of the sepulchres of the Hunger- 
fords at Farley (Colonel Houlton's place). The bodies 
preserved in pickle. The shoulder of a Lady Margaret of 
the family uncovered, and found firm and white. An 
antiquarian introduced a quill into it, in order to extract 
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some of the pickle, and taste it, which he did ; and his 
only remark was, that it was « very stimulant." Talked- 
of Beckford ; the passion he and some other men have had 
for the mere spending of money. Johnes of Hafod in 
Wales delighted when he heard his magnificent house was 
burnt down, because the sum for which he insured it 
(30,000?.) would be forthcoming, and he coxild begin to 
spend again. 'Lord L.'s new statue (by "Westmacott) of the 
beggar woman and child just arrived ; gave 500 guineas 
for it. 

2nd. Wrote three verses of an Irish Melody for Power, 
beginning " 'Twas one of those dreams," and sent it up to 
him ; also a page or two of my Irish work. "Walked about 
all day, and enjoying the fresh sunny weather. 

3rd. "Walked over with Bessy and Mrs. Phipps to call 
upon our new neighbours, the Starkeys. 

4th- Left home at three to walk to Buckhill, before 
my dinner at Bowood. An Irishman, who called upon me 
some days ago to beg I would get some "ginteel situation" 
for him, has just written to me from Bristol to say that he 
came from Ireland expressly with the sole hope of my 
assisting him, and that he now has not money enough to 
pay his passage back again. Begged of Hughes to let his 
agent at Bristol pay the man's passage, and see him on 
board. Met Lady Lansdowne and Lady Cawdor in the 
lane to the school, returning from their drive. Lady L. 
gave me the key of the grounds to walk through on my 
way back. A glorious evening : walked backwards and 
forwards in the lane for half an hour, observing the efiect 
of the setting sun upon the foliage. Company at dinner. 
Lord and Lady Cawdor, Mr. Grenville, and the Bowleses. 
Felt rather a restraint at dinner from the little hitch there 
has been between me and Mr. Grenville about Sheridan's 
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letters. In talking of ghost stories. Lord L. told of a 
party who were occupied in the same sort of conversation ; 
and there was one tall pale-looking woman of the party, 
who listened and said nothing ; but upon one of the com- 
pany turning to her and asking whether she did not believe 
there was such a thing as a ghost, she answered, Si fy 
crois ? oui, et mSme je le suis ; and instantly vanished. 
Bowles very amusing; his manner of pronoimcing Cata- 
lani's speech about Sheridan at Oxford, that he had beau- 
coup de talent, et tres peu de beaute, convulsed us all with 
laughter. Mr. GrenviUe mentioned that the last Mrs. 
Sheridan used to say, " As to my husband's talents, I will 
not say anything about them, but I will say that he is the 
handsomest and honestest man in all England." Bowles 
told the ghost story from Giraldus Cambrensis. An 
archdeacon of extraordinary learning and talents, and who 
was a neighbour of Giraldus, and with whom he lived a 
good deal, when they were one day talking about the dis- 
appearance of the demons on the birth of Christ, said, " It 
is very true, and I remember on that occasion I hid myself 
in a weU." 

5th. Meant to have walked home to see Bess, but the 
morning too wet. After breakfast, being alone with Mr. 
GrenviUe, broached the delicate subject of Sheridan, by 
saying that I had some letters of his (Mr. G.'s) which 
I should long since have sent to him but for the hurry in 
which I was obliged to leave England. This brought on 
a conversation about S., in which I found him very kind 
and communicative. S. after his marriage lived at a 
cottage at Burnham (East or West, I don't know which) ; 
and at a later period of his life, when he and Mrs. S. 
were not on the most peaceable terms, Mr. GrenviUe has 
heard him saying half to himself, " Sad, that former feelings 
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should have so completely gone by. Would anything 
bring them back ? Yes, perhaps the gardens at Bath and 
the cottage at East Burnham might." Was very agree- 
able when a young man, fuU of spirits and good-humoured ; 
always disguising his necessities and boasting of the pros- 
perity of his views. His jealousy of Mrs. S. more from 
vanity than affection. Fox took a strong fancy to her, 
which he did not at all disguise; and Mr. G. said it 
was amusing to see the struggle between Sheridan's 
great admiration of, and deference to. Fox, and the sen- 
sitive alarm he felt at his attentions to her. At the 
time that Mr. G. and his brother left Bath to go to 
Dublin, old Sheridan was acting there ; and Lord Town- 
send (the Lord Lieutenant), wishing that they should see 
him in " King John," ordered that play ; but on the morning 
of the representation, wrote them a note to say he had 
just had a letter from Mr. Sheridan, informing him that he 
had been thrown out of his carriage the day before, and 
had strained his shoulder so violently, that it was impossible 
for him to act King John, — but rather than the young 
gentleman should be disappointed, he would appear in a 
comedy, and play, as well as he could, " Sir Charles Easy." 
This a joke of Lord Townsend's. Great Queen Street 
was where S. lived when he became connected with the 
theatre. Story of the "Manufacturer of Shows" from 
Stafford, who was witness on a petition against Lord 
Auckland's Commercial Treaty with Ireland. Story of 
the elector asking S. for a frank, and another doing the 
same inunediately, saying, " I don't see why I'm not to 
have a frank as well as John Thompson." " What direction 
shall I put upon it ? " said Sheridan. " The same as John 
Thompson's, to be sure." Thinks S. used, when a young 
fellow, to pick up a guinea or two by writing for news- 
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papers, which is confirmed by the fragments of letters of this 
kind among his papers. Lived at a coffee-house in Maiden 
Lane. Is this "the Bedford" to which I find Grenville's 
and other letters directed ? Mr. Gren-ville heard Erskine 
ask Fox, the day before his (E.'s) first speech in the House 
of Commons, what kind of coat he thought he had best 
wear on the occasion, and whether a black one would be 
best. Fox answered him with perfect gravity, and said, 
" As he was oftenest seen in black, that would be perhaps 
the best colour," but laughed heartily when he went away. 
I showed him and Lord L. an item in the Index to Wake- 
field's " Ireland," where it is quietly said, " Catholics will 
in a few years exterminate the Protestants." At dinner 
it was mentioned that Lord Alvanly said Sir WiUiam 
Scott was Hke a conceited Muscovy duck, which is excel- 
lent; better than Canning's comparison, who said he was 
like a turtle in a martingale. Mr. G. described Lord 
North's method of looking through his notes when he had 
lost the thread of his discourse, talking in his oratorical 
voice all the while, " it is not on this side of the paper, 
Mr. Speaker, neither is it on the other side." In talking 
of Mirabeau, Lord L. said he had been told by Maury, 
that one time when Mirabeau was answering a speech of 
his, he put himself in a reasoning attitude, and said, Je 
nCen vais renfermer M. Maury dans un cercle vicieux ; upon 
which Maury started up, and exclaimed. Comment ! veux- 
tu m'emhrasser ? which had the effect of utterly disconcerting 
Mirabeau. In the evening wrote out some verses in Lady 
L.'s album, and sung with Lady Cawdor. Slept there. 
Upon my expressing my intention of going before break- 
fast in the morning, Lady L. insisted I should not. 

eth. Stayed breakfast, and set out soon after; Lord L. 
having asked me to come over again the end of the week. 
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to meet Lord John, who is coming, and the Knight of 
Kerry. Mr. Grenville and I parted most amiably. Visits 
from the Starkeys and Henry Joy on my return ; the 
latter to ask me to dine with him on Wednesday. 

7th. "Wrote letters, and sauntered about in the sweet 
sunshine all the rest of the day, stringing together a few 
{very few) sentences of my Irish work. 

9th. Phipps drove me to Bath to see my dear Ana- 
stasia. A dreadful thunder-storm on our way : took 
shelter in a public'house. My dear little girl quite well, 
and everything cleared up between her and her school- 
mistress ; stayed some time with her. Lunched at Phipps's 
mother's. Went to different shops to look after a lamp 
which I wish to purchase for my study, and left Bath 
at past three. 

10th. Bessy and Mrs. P. drove to Devizes in our 
little carriage with a pony hired of a carpenter in our 
neighbourhood. Have determined to change the plan of 
my Irish work, and make it a " History of Captain Kock 
and his Ancestors," which may be more livelily and cer- 
tainly more easily done. But all I have already written, 
by this change, goes for nothing. 

11th. Head O'Hallaran's " History of Ireland" for my 
new plan, and wrote a little. 

12th. While dressing to walk to Bowood, Lord John 
came. Sent away his horses and we walked there by 
Chitway ; delighted with the country round me, the day 
being most favourable for it. Much talk about Ireland ; 
told him my plans for a work on the subject. Company at 
dinner. Lord Aberdeen and Eogers (who came together from 
Lord Bathurst's), Abercromby and his son. Lady Harriet 
Frampton (sister to Lady L.) and her daughter, Mr. 
Strangways, brother to Lady L., and Lord John. Dinner 
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rather noisy ; very little conversation. The evening some- 
what better. Told Lady L. of an extract I saw from a 
work on the genealogy of the Earls of Kerry, mentioning 
the fondness which Thomas, the first Earl, had for Kerry- 
stone buttons, and giving some poetry commemorative of 
said buttons. Lord John mentioned that, when in Spain, 
an ecclesiastic he met told him of a poor Irishman who 
had lately been travelling there, to whom he had an oppor- 
tunity of showing some kindness ; but from the Irishman not 
knowing Spanish they were obliged to converse in Latin. 
On taking his leave, the grateful Hibernian knelt down 
and said to the Churchman, Da mild beneficium tuum. 
" No, no," replied the other, " I have done as much as I 
could for you, but that is rather too much." Talked of 
McDiarmid's " Lives of Statesmen ; " K. praised his 
account of Lord Straiford. Of GUpin's writings ; his " Life 
of Cranmer." The unfitness of Cranmer for the scenes he 
was thrown into; his elegant habits; wearing gloves at 
supper whenever he did not mean to eat anything. Spoke 
of Lingard's " History of England ; " reign of Philip and 
Mary very curious. Allen has detected him (it seems) in 
falsifying, or rather giving a false colour to, his authorities ; 
particularly about the vices of the clergy, which he con- 
trives to suppress or soften oiF. This is, I suppose, in the 
Reports of the state of the monasteries made in the time 
of Henry VIII. * * * Allen's hatred to the Swiss for 
their late conduct to the exiles. Wishes he could get 
musicians to play the " Kanz des Vaches " aU through 
London to see if it would have the effect imputed to it of 
sending them all home. I looked over Murphy's " Ara- 
bian Antiquities of Spain." The apartments of the Alhamra 
or Alhambra (for he spells it both ways), though they look 
so imposing in engravings, are all very small. One of the 
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fine buildings of Granada given is a coal-house, Casa de 
Carbon, House of Charcoal. Asked Lord John as to his 
progress in the work he has been employed in. Promised 
to let me read what he has done. Slept there. 

13th. Read some of McDiarmid's " Life of Lord 
Strafford" before breakfast. Some talk with Abercromby 
about it ; agreed with me, that though one could not help 
admiring the vigour and talent with which Lord S. carried 
on his government in Ireland, it was the duty of an histo- 
rian to reprobate the violent principles upon which it was 
all founded, and that to speak of it in the softened tone 
McD. did, was more culpable than even the original com- 
mission of the wrongs, as the latter had at least the excuse 
of passions, ambition, &c. &c. A good deal of convert 
sation after breakfast arising from Southey's remark in his 
" History of the "War in Spain and Portugal," that Pitt 
and Fox were both overrated men. I said Lord Chat- 
ham's was a fame much more independent of party and 
circumstance than theirs ; that there were several men in 
their time nearly equal to them in debate, and superior to 
them in general talents ; but, that Lord Chatham stood out 
from the canvass of his age alone. Nor was he indebted, 
as each of them was, to the adoption of his name by a 
party for that kind of corporate celebrity which such an 
association always gives. Lord Aberdeen rather contested 
all these points with me. Rogers produced some English 
verses of Lord Grenville's, to the surprise of all the party, 
who seemed to agree that he was one of the least poetical 
men they could point out. The verses were a paraphrastic 
translation of the lines at the beginning of the " Inferno," 
O degli altri poeti onore e lume, and very spiritedly done. 
After luncheon, went with Lord John to his room to look 
over the MS. of his French work. Walked out with him 
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and Rogers. E,. complained of the disposition of the walk 
along the water, without any trees between to break the 
view of it into glimpses ; said he had been talking to Lord 
L. about it, but in vain. Sung a little for Lady Harriet 
Frampton and her daughter before dinner. Sung in the 
evening. Lord Aberdeen produced a fac-simile (which 
Mr. Bankes has sent him) of two or three lines from a 
papyrus MS. of Homer, found lately wrapped round a 
mummy. Must be older than any of those we have, 
though they have accents, which are looked upon by some 
to be a modem invention. 

14th. Got up early and walked home before breakfast. 
Morning delicious. Brought away Lord John's MS. with 
me, and read some of it. Bather too heavy and prolix in 
some parts, particularly his account of the Jansenists and 
Jesuits;- but the anecdotes of the court of Louis XIV., 
and his character of the nobility of that time, very striking 
and interesting. Put pencil-marks where I thought the 
style wanted mending. Wrote some of my " Captain 
Rock." After dinner walked with Bessy to the village, 
and left her to drink tea with the Falkeners. A kind 
letter from Croker to-day, sending me a large Paris affiche 
of my publications, which he thought might amuse me, 

15th. Various disturbances. Could do but little. Took 
Bessy to Bowood to dinner, she looking uncommonly welL 
Company the same, with the addition of the Barings and 
the Knight of Kerry. "Was glad to see Lord John topk 
Bessy out to dinner, as I knew she would feel more com- 
fortable with him. Day very agreeable. Have seldom 
seen my dear girl in better looks, and her plain barege 
gown particularly becoming. Told me in coming home 
that all the women admired it exceedingly, and were very 
kind to her. Lord L, asked me to come to breakfast in 
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the morningj as the Knight of Kerry is obliged to leave 
them. 

16th. Set off for Bowood at nine. Rogers came half- 
way to meet me ; very agreeable and in high good humour. 
After breakfast heard the various criticisms on Cockerell's 
door to the new chapel. Baring agreed with Mr. Gren- 
viUe's remark, that the door would look neater if the small 
knots were removed. Kogers thought they ought to be of 
the same colour as the wood, which the ancients would have 
made them by having the whole in brass, as the door of 
the Pantheon is. The door-case is copied exactly from a 
temple in Athens. Conversation about the architects, 
Cockerell, Smirke, and Wilkins ; the first and last too 
little acquainted with the common part of their art, the 
conveniences, &c., of a house ; and Smirke, on the contrary, 
too much hacked and vulgarised by the common part to 
succeed as he ought in the ornamental ; a combination of 
the two would be perfection. The Knight of Kerry, 
after breakfast, told me of a curious dialogue which Lord 
WeUesley mentioned to him as having passed between 
Archbishop Magee and himself. Magee, in protesting 
against the Tithe Bill, and other innovations on the Church 
of Ireland, said that the fate of the English Church was 
involved in that of the Irish one. "Pardon me," says 
Lord WeUesley, " the two Churches differ materially ; for 
instance, the English bishops wear wigs, and you don't 
wear any. I'll wig you, if you don't take care." '[Qie 
knight seemed to think he did right in employing this persi- 
flage, as the best method of getting rid of Magee's remark. 
Lord L. wanted me to stay dinner, but I promised to 
come to-morrow. Saw Rogers and Lord Aberdeen off to 
Longleat, and returned home to dinner, having, before I 
came away, pointed out to Lord John the alterations both 
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in the plan and particular passages in his work which 
seemed to me necessary. Very sleepy in the evening, 
and could do nothing but read over Leland's " History of 
Ireland," which Lady L. lent me. My Irish harp arrived 
from Ireland, and a little one of two octaves with it for 
Anastasia. 

17th. Finished a verse of an Irish Melody and dis- 
patched it to Power ; did nothing else. Dined at Bowood ; 
the Barings, Abercrombies, and Lord John, with the addi- 
tion of George Fortescue. Said that Canning and Lord 
Sidmouth had been at Cirencester (Lord Bathurst's), be- 
fore he left it ; Canning very absent and silent. In talking 
of the way in which any criticism or ridicule spoils one's 
enjoyment ever after of even one's most favourite passages, 
I mentioned a ludicrous association suggested to me about 
a passage in Haydn's " Creation," which always recurs to 
me to disturb my delight at it. In that fine morceau, 
" God said. Let there be light," there is between these words 
and the full major swell, into which the modulation bursts 
upon " and there was light," a single note of the violin, 
which somebody said was to express the " striking of the 
flint." After dinner Lady Lansdowne said to me, in re- 
marking upon the good looks Bessy is in now, " How very 
pretty she is! it's qnite refreshing to see any thing so 
pretty." Was escaping about ten o'clock, but George 
Fortescue came after me with a deputation, as he said, 
from the ladies, to beg I would sing one song before I 
went. Ketumed and sung a good deal. Walked home. 
Quite an Italian moonlight. 

19 th. Set off at about eleven in my little pony car- 
riage, with the carpenter's pony, and the carpenter himself 
to drive me. Arrived, by dint of hard beating, in three 
hours at Warminster. Took a chaise there, and got to 
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Bennet's before six. Company at dinner, Heber, Sir 
Alexander Mallet, a Miss Partridge, and the Phippses. 
Heber said be bad beard from Dr. Henley (wbo wrote 
tbe notes upon "Yathek"), tbat tbe foundation of tbis 
romance was certainly some Persian manuscripts, wbich 
came into Beckford's possession, and whicb be translated 
into Frencb as an exercise. Do not believe tbis ; tbe 
design, as well as style, is all western. In talking of false 
quantities, mentioned an instance of Sir J. Mackintosh 
pronouncing ludicra witb tbe i sbort, in a quotation from 
Virgil, neque enim levia aut ludicra petuntur prcemia. 
Canning's borror wben Heber mentioned it to bim. 
Mackintosb's defence was tbat be bad " decomposed " it ; 
i. e., made prose of it. In talking of Lord Grenville's 
verses, said tbat be had seen a good many of bis Latin 
verses ; mentioned particularly bis verses on tbe deatb of 
bis dog Tippoo ; also some verses of Pitt's, made in con- 
junction with Canning, on Sir F. Eden. 

20tb. Set oflf to walk to Fonthill between eleven and 
twelve o'clock. No sale going on to-day, being Monday. 
Very much struck by tbe singularity and fancifulness of 
tbe Abbey. Tbe ascent up tbe stairs at tbe grand entrance 
particularly striking, and the elFect of tbe coup d'mil above 
and around, as you stand under tbe lantern, quite new and 
beautiful. Went up to tbe top of tbe tower, and sat on tbe 
chimney to look at the extensive prospect. Took luncheon 
in the servants' ball, which is converted into a coffee-room 
by the restaurant from Bath, who has estabHsbed himself 
here. Several parties at different tables in this dark 
vaulted place gave quite the idea of banditti. Walked 
about the grounds, and caught several beautiful views of 
tbe Abbey, combined with tbe woods, and tbe small lake 
in a little valley under it. Met HaUam, and Mr. 
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Addington (Lord Sidmouth's neptew), who had come ex- 
press from London to see it. Benet asked them to dinner, 
which rejoiced ine, as it gave the rational talkers a 
majority. Heard an imitation of a storm on the organ; 
very wonderful ; done in the manner of the Abbe Vogler. 
"Walked home in time to dress for dinner. Talked of 
Latin verses ; those of Jortin's, Qucb te sub tenerd. Whether 
the couplet beginning, Tu cave Lethao, or Te seguar, 
should be the concluding one. The former certainly is 
better for an ending, from its point and workmanship, 
but the natural flow of feeling is in favour of Te sequar 
being the conclusion. Mentioned some Latin verses 
quoted by Taylor in his " Holy Living," which he 
never could find out the source of, addressed to PanchariUa. 
Said I believed they were Bonifonius's, that being, if I 
recollect right, the name of his poetical mistress. Hallam 
mentioned some pretty verses by Markham, in the " Ad- 
venturer," which I must look for. H. told of a quotation 
of Pitt's, one day at dinner, when Canning, and, I believe, 
Frere, were trying par mechancete to get G. EUis to speak 
of the " RoUiad ; " he having, in his time of Whiggery, 
written in it, and the severe character of Pitt being from 
his pen. Pitt, from the upper part of the table, over- 
hearing their efforts to introduce the subject, leaned 
across, and said to G. Ellis, Immo, age, et a prima, die, 
hospes, origine nobis. The hospes here very happy, as 
addressed to a new convert. He might, too, have gone on 
to erroresque tuos. Talking of Sheridan's habit of borrow- 
ing other people's jokes, H. mentioned some one having 
said, " I don't know how it is, a thing that falls flat from 
me seems quite an excellent joke when given at second- 
hand by Sheridan. I never hke my own bon mots tiU he 
adopts them." Endeavoured to sing in the evening to a 
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wretched pianoforte, four notes of which were (as Sir A. 
Mallet said) " in Chancery." 

21st. E-ose early, and breakfasted with Phipps before 
the rest of the company, in order to drive over and see 
"Wardour, Lord Arundel's place. Day delicious. Fine 
ruin of the castle which Lady Blanche defended. Her 
picture in the house ; very feminine-looking. A portrait 
of Hugo Grotius, too, very different from what I had con- 
ceived him, fat and rubicund : the chest must have been of 
no common size in which he effected his escape from 
prison. The chapel at Wardour very handsome. Home 
in time to attend the ladies to the sale at ronthlll. Stayed 
there tiU five. In coming away the setting sun lighted up 
the windows of the Abbey most beautifully. Immediately 
after dinner set off for the Abbey to see it illuminated ; 
went in the carriage with the five ladies. The effect of 
the octagon and the lantern very striking, and with a 
sufficiency of light, the whole would be magnificent. In- 
troduced to Lady Arundel, as I was to-day at the sale, by 
his own wish, to Lord Arundel. Told ghost stories to the 
ladies all the way home. Got Mrs. Benet to let me have 
a cup and saucer out of a broken set she bought, in order 
to take home some little memorial of Fonthill to Bessy. 
Regret so much she could not come here with me. 

22nd. Up at seven, and set off in a chaise for "War- 
minster, taking with me several volumes on tithes, which 
Benet has lent me, besides his own Controversy on the 
same subject with Archdeacon Coxe. By the by, Heber 
repeated to me, in going up to bed last night, some pretty 
verses of Cyril Jackson's, in which he talks of Curtatis 
Decimis. 

24th. Tom's birth-day. He was to have had a party 
on the occasion, and to have celebrated in due form his in- 
VOL. ly. L 
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auguration into breeches, which takes place this day ; but 
the illness of Hannah prevents all but the assumption of the 
toga virilis, in which he is at this moment strutting about, 
as proud as any fiye-year old gentleman in the kingdom. 
Mr. Britton to breakfast. Showed me a sketch-book of 
Thomas Hope's, full of beautiful bits of architecture from 
Italy. Wrote some of my Irish work. A letter from 
Anastasia, who is much better, and (like a true little Irish 
girl) thanks mama " ioT putting off Tom's birth-day for her." 
Sauntered about in the sweet valley of Chitway, enjoying 
all the sunniness and leafiness that still lingers around us 
so deliciously. Wrote in the evening. 

28th. Bessy went to Bath for Anastasia. Walked to 
pay a visit to the Starkeys. The Dr. asked me to dine, 
and I did; amused with his odd stories of himself after 
dinner. Home early, and found Bessy and her little ones 
fast asleep in bed. Looked at them, and blessed them. 
Saw that 'Statia was looking as well as ever. 

29th. Insisted upon having the nurse into the house 
for Russell to sleep with, as Bessy has brought on, by her 
restless nights with him, the erysipelas she suffered so 
much with in Paris, from the same cause with Tom. 

30th. Tremendous weather. Sent off to Power, either 
yesterday or to-day, words to a Spanish air, beginning 
" Oh, the joys of our evening Posada." Walked through 
the storm to Phipps's, and got completely wet. Wanted 
me to stay and sleep, but refused, and ventured out 
through such a night as has seldom been witnessed. To 
add to the horrors, lost my way, and was obhged to re- 
trace my steps for a considerable distance in the very 
teeth of the tempest, fearing every moment that my 
lantern would be blown out, in which event I should have 
to wander about till morning. 
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31st. The havoc of last night visible every where, 
Trees blown down in all du-ections. Bath coaches endea- 
vouring to come this way, instead of their customary 
roadj but obliged to return. Read and wrote. Saw a 
tree which had fallen over the path I came last night. An 
Horatian escape this ! 

November 1st. Read and wrote. 

2nd. Walked with Bessy in the evening, 'and called 
upon the Starkeys. 

3rd. Had a pony from Calne to try ; and Bessy and 
Mrs. Phipps drove to BuckhiU. Walked on before them, 
and as far as the Park ; and took 'Statia to call upon Lady 
Lansdowne, who showed me a good epigram Lord L. had 
sent her from London ; the two last lines of which are, — 

" D'AngoulSme se donne k Dieu 
Et Donnadieu se donne au Diable." 

Walked from thence with 'Stasia to leave her with 
mama at Buekhill, and returned myself home on foot. 
The pony does very well : think of exchanging my other 
for her, if I can manage it. 

4th. The celebration of Tom's birth-day, which was 
deferred till to-day, again frustrated by the bad weather ; 
none of the children came, nor any body but the Phippses, 
who dined and supped. Played with our little ones in the 
evening. 

5th. Had promised Bowles to go and dine with him 
to-day, but the weather so bad, that it was impossible to 
venture in my gig; so gave up all thoughts of it, and 
dined with Bess at two. A little after four, however, 
arrived a chaise ordered by Bowles ; so was obliged to go. 
Company at dinner, Mr. and Mrs. Lysons and their two 
daughters (from Gloucestershire), Mr. Clarke (the Win- 

L 2 
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Chester man, who wrote a pamphlet against Brougham on 
the Education question) and his wife, and Mr. Hume, the 
Vicar of Calne. Day very pleasant ; music in the evening. 
Mr. L. and one of his daughters sung duets. " God save the 
King," it seems, has been at last ascertained to have been 
composed by a man of the name of John Bull in the time 
of James I. The pretty melody simg in churches to the 
" Evening Hymn" was composed, Bowles says, by TaUis, 
the famous musician in the reigns of Henry VIII., 
Edward, and Mary, whose responses to the Litany are 
still performed in cathedral service. Talked of the beauti- 
ful words there are to some of Purcell's things ; the four 
following lines charming : — 

" We heard the nightingale, the lark, — 
And all around seemed blithe and gay ; 
We ne'er grew sad till it grew dark, 

And nothing mourned but parting day." 

Mrs. L. and her daughters sung "Verdi prati" to the 
English words. Slept there, as did the Lysonses. 

6th. The L.'s started after breakfast. Tried over 
some of Purcell's songs for Bowles ; one that I sung at 
first sight rather surprised him; and with "Mad Bess" 
he was enchanted. Said my performance of these things 
(he being all for the old school) had elevated his opinion 
of my musical powers exceedingly. Proposed to him to 
undertake with me a set of biographical notices of these 
old composers ; said he would. Looked over Hooker for 
the splendid passage about Law ; found it near the be- 
ginning. Looked over J. Taylor's "Living and Dying" 
for a fine passage about the setting sun, which Mrs. Bowles 
says Irving has borrowed in one of his sermons. Could 
not find it ; but discovered in Irving the extraordinary 
description of Paradise, in which he introduces an allu- 
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slon to me ; " Angels, not like those Three, sung by no 
holy mouth." His own Paradise, however, almost as 
naughty a one as either I or Mahomet could invent. Set 
off for home between two and three, and arrived to dinner. 
Find that the man with whom I wished to swap ponies 
requires five pounds with mine. 

7th. Sent to the man to offer four pounds ; says that 
my servant mistook him, and that it is six pounds he re- 
quires, allowing but six guineas for mine, which cost me 
thirteen ; the poor man's luck always. Sent off to Power 
a song, words and music by myself; " Let thy joys 
alone." 

8th. Eead and wrote. Made up my mind to give the 
six pounds, and sent William with it; so that my new 
pony now stands me in about twenty pounds. 

10th. "Working away ; find my Irish work more 
troublesome than I expected from the historical detail I 
have undertaken at the beginning of it. 

14th. Bessy drove over to Buckhill to ask them to the 
reHques of yesterday. Hughes and his daughter came, 
and Mrs. P. Sent a song to Power, beginning, " Being 
weary of love." 

15th. Dined at Phipps's; though Bessy at first refused, 
this being her birth-day, and it having long been a fancy of 
hers that she was to die at the age of thirty, which she 
completed to-day. Company, the Bowleses, Ldckes, Dr. 
Starkey, Mr. Fisher, Edmonston, &c. 

16th. My dear girl, who acknowledged that the fancy 
about her dying at thirty had haunted her a good deal, 
gave me a letter which she had written to me in con- 
templation of this event ; fuU. of such things as, in spite of 
my efforts to laugh at her for her nonsense, made me cry. 

L 3 
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Went to church. Dr. Starkey offered us the pew the 
Hugheses used to occupy. 

23rd. Eead and wrote. Have received a portrait of 
my dear mother to match that of my father ; and though 
it does not do her justice, there is, in particular lights, 
enough of resemblance to make it very precious to me. 

28th. Bessy drove me to Buckhill, where the Bowleses 
met me in their carriage. Arrived with them in Bath at 
about half-past two. Raining all day. Walked to see 
my dearest Anastasia, and found her quite well. The 
Knight of Kerry had come the day before, to ask her to 
dine with his children, and accompany them to the opera. 
Called upon the Knight, and thanked Mrs. F. for her 
kindness to my little girl. Dined with the Bowleses at 
the White Hart, and B. would give me a bottle of claret. 
To the opera in the evening, where my greatest pleasure 
was looking at Anastasia, in the front of a box opposite to 
us. Opera, " II Turco ; " Eonzi de Begnis charming. 

29th. Breakfasted with the Knight of Kerry. Thence 
to Anastasia. Performed some commissions, and started 
with the Bowleses at one. A good deal of conversation 
about the religion of the Church of England. James's 
introduction of the words " verily and indeed " into the 
Catechism, respecting the Eucharist, unlucky, as amount- 
ing very much to the same thing as the Popish belief. 
The scholastic word Trinity introduced late into Chris- 
tianity, and productive of much mischief. In the contest 
with the Unitarians, Athanasius's Creed is one of the 
weapons which the Church wields as authentic, though 
considering it all the time a forgery. Owned that these 
inconsistencies were unlucky. Does not think Locke was 
inclined to Arianism ; praised his preface to the Epistles. 
Arrived at Buckhill about four, and found my little gig in 
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Waiting. Hughes, who had been asked to meet me at Dr. 
Starkey's to-day, came with us, and (as there was no time 
for me to go home to dress) we proceeded straight to 
Bromham. Company, the Phippses, Hughes, and our- 
selves. The P.'s left us at home at night. 

December 4th. Power arrived after breakfast. Brought 
me some of the things Bishop has done for the Greek 
work,- besides copies of the " Irish Melodies " and " Sacred 
Songs," the latter of which he wishes to have first out. 
My own little glee, in the Greek work, " Here, while the 
moonlight dim," goes very prettily. Asked the Phippses 
to dinner, as Power had brought fish and oysters with 
him. 

5th. Bessy drove Power through Bowood to Buck- 
hiU, while I finished some verses of the incomplete songs 
for him. The Phippses again dined with us, to finish the 
fish ; also Hughes. 

6th. Looked over the different works with Power. 
Happy to find that his zeal for the continuance of our 
engagement together has not the least relaxed. Made 
some arrangement with him to facilitate the payment of 
my Christmas bills. After dinner a chaise arrived, to 
take him to Devizes, to catch the mail. Left us at half- 
past five. 

7th. Beading « Selden on Tithes," &c. 

10th. Walked over to Bowood, to call upon Lord Lans- 
downe. Wrote, during my walk, a new verse to one of 
my " Sacred Songs." Miss Fox and Miss Vernon at 
Bowood, Lord L. walked the greater part of the way 
back with me. Showed him Croker's letter to me, 
begging I would ask him, in case there should exist 
among his papers any letters of Col. Barre's, that he 
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would have the goodness to give me one of them, for 
Croker to bind up with a portrait of Barre in Cadell and 
Davis's Collection. Said he would look when in town, 
and will give one, if he has it. Says the reputation of 
England on the Continent has sunk considerably, with 
one party, for having shown an inclination to oppose them 
without being (as they think) able to venture ; and with 
the other, for having given them hopes of assistance, and 
then left them in the lurch. The famous Gentz spoke 
to Wishaw in an affected tone of concern for the embar- 
rassments that England is surrounded by, particularly in 
respect to the state of Ireland; and said it was rather 
strange that a country which took such mighty interest in 
the way other powers governed their dominions, should not 
have learned better how to manage her own. 

11th. Sent off to Power three of the " Sacred Songs," 
fit for the press. "Went with Phipps to dine at Walker's, 
at Melksham, to meet my old Moorish acquaintance, 
Ombark. A good deal of talk at dinner about the Maho- 
metan religion, and religion in general. In the evening 
looked over some sermons with Walker. Compared the 
strutting and labouring style of the fashionable Irving 
with that of Hall, the famous Leicester preacher. Read 
over some of the very pleasing passages in Home's preface 
to his work on the Psalms : that where he compares the 
Psalms to the Garden of Paradise, and another, where he 
speaks of the delight the task had afforded him. A httle 
affectation in such sentences as, " very pleasantly has it," 
&c. &c., but altogether full of sweetness and elegance. 

13th. Beautiful day. Employed about my chapter of 
" Tithes," but walking about the fields all the while. 

14th. Eeceived a note from Croker, proposing that I 
should belong to a new club for literary and scientific per- 
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sons, to be formed on the model of the United Service, &c. 
"Wishes me to propose it to Lord Lansdowne also, and 
says, " We should not feel that we did our duty to the 
proposed institution if we did not express to Lord Lans- 
downe and to you the wish of aU the present members of 
the committee that his Lordship and you should belong to 
us." "Wrote my long-threatened letter to my deputy at 
Bermuda. 

15th. "Wrote a letter to Lord Byron, on his long 
silence to me ; saying that I could not account for it unless 
it arose from " one of those sudden whims against the ab- 
sent which I have often dreaded from him ; one of those 
meteor-stones which generate themselves so unaccountably 
in the high atmosphere of his fancy, and come down upon 
one, some fine day, when one least expects to be so lapi- 
dated ; begging, however, if I am to be in the list of the 
cut dead, he will tell me so, that I may make my funeral 
arrangements accordingly." Lord Lansdowne called ; 
walked part of the way home with him. Promised to 
dine at Bowood on Friday. 

19th. Drove over to Bowood to dinner: company. 
Lords Malmesbury and Arundel, Bailey, a Scotch lawyer 
whose name I forget. Miss Fox, and Miss Vernon. 
In the evening Lord M. produced an original letter of 
Locke's to a Mrs. Springer; very prosy indeed. A 
curious statement also of the husband of this lady (a soli- 
citor) having fallen down ill in the street, and a rough 
copy of the Exclusion Act found upon him, which, with 
the rest of his papers, was laid before the council. Sir 
Robert Sawyer, who had assisted in drawing up this Act, 
caught a glimpse of his own hand-writing (having inter- 
lined this very copy), and accordingly, huddling up the 
papers, proposed that each of the Law Officers should 
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carry a certain portion of them home with him, in order to 
examine their contents more carefully, taking care that 
this unlucky copy should be among his own share. Talked 
of the correspondence between Newton and Locke, given 
by Stewart in his Preliminary Dissertation to the Encyclo- 
pedia. Lord L. read them out. The abandon of New- 
ton's contrition, for having once said, upon hearing that 
Locke was ill, " it were better he were dead," very in- 
teresting even in its weakness. He signs himself " Your 
unfortunate friend." Locke's answer thought by some of 
our party cold and stiff, but it has, perhaps, quite suffi- 
cient kindness, with certainly a considerable' portion of 
dignity. Verboseness is its great fault, as it is of most of 
Locke's writings, except (as Lord L. remarked) in a sort 
of a report of a debate at which he was present, inserted 
in his works, where he has given one of the concisest and 
clearest specimens of reporting that perhaps exist. The 
feeling of Newton against Locke was in consequence of the 
injury he thought Locke's theory of innate ideas in- 
flicted on the cause of morality. Looked at the Uttle 
casts by Hemming, a Scotch artist, of the Phigaleian and 
Elgin bas-reliefs. Was expected to sleep to-night, but 
the weather being very clear, drove home. Lord L. will 
belong to this new club, but bid me impress upon Croker 
strongly the necessity of keeping it select, as we shall 
otherwise be overrun with all the pretenders to literature 
and the arts, than whom there is not anywhere a more 
odious race. 

21st. Went at two to assist at the opening of the new 
domestic chapel that Lord Lansdowne has built. Bessy 
most anxious to go, but prevented by the want of a new 
bonnet ; Bowles's sermon much too long and desultory. 
The organ a very good one. Wanted me to dine, but re- 
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turned home. Lord and Lady L. walking some part of 
the way with me. 

22nd. Eead and wrote. Our dear Anastasia came 
home for the holidays. Made my first appearance on 
horseback for these nine or ten years. Rode to meet 
Bessy, who was at Devizes. Met the Phippses half way 
and rode back with them, the little pony going very well 
in company. 

25th. This being Christmas Day, allowed our servants 
to have their friends to dinner. A large party, and most 
uproariously jolly in the evening. The Phippses supped 
with us. 

26th. All dined at Dr. Starkey's. Danced and sung 
in the evening. 

27th. Abercromby (M.P. for Calne) and young Mac- 
donnel called upon me from Bowood. Walked part of the 
way back with them. A good deal of conversation about 
Ireland. Told them my plan of Captain Eock's Me- 
moirs, which Abercromby said was a very " clever 
thought ; " urged upon me the importance of setting the 
BebeUion of '98 in its true points of view, as an event 
purposely brought about by the Government. Macdonnel 
mentioned some curious proofs of the increase of the Ca- 
tholic population in the north. Dined all at Phipps's. 
The same sort of Christmas party as yesterday. 

28th. Drove over to Bowood to dinner : company. 
Lord Auckland and sister, the Abercrombys, Macdonald 
(member), the Yernon Smiths, Knight of Kerry and 
son, &c. Dinner very agreeable; sung in the evening; 
slept there. Forgot to mention that I received a letter 
from Charles Sheridan a day or two since, which seems 
to throw a new difficulty in the way of my " Life of 
Sheridan." He still considers himself as having a claim 
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on Murray for a share of the profits (to be given to the 
family), in consideration of having allowed the use of the 
papers, a claim which Murray is, not disposed to admit. 

29th. Walked home after breakfast, for the purpose of 
getting C. Sheridan's letter, to consult Lord L. upon it. 
Dinner again most agreeable. Sung a good deal in the 
evening ; Rossini, PurceU, my own, &c. &c. Had some 
more talk with Abercromby about Ireland. "Was happy 
to hear him say that his father, if bid to select from his 
whole life the portion he was most proud of, would have 
named the time of his command in Ireland. Slept there. 

30 th. After breakfast had some conversation with 
Lord L. upon the subject of C. S.'s letter. His advice 
pretty much what I had anticipated : evidently of opinion 
that I shall have no reason to be sorry even if obhged to 
sacrifice all the trouble I have taken, and give up the task 
entirely. Much pressed to stay over to-day, but returned 
home to dinner. Lord Auckland, Smith, and Macdonnel 
walked the greater part of the way with me. 

31st. Wrote to Sheridan. Had a kind letter from 
Jeffrey, expressing some fears lest his last to me should 
have contained something I did not like, as I had not 
answered it, and entreating me to help him out with an 
article or two for the next number of the " Review." This 
I cannot do. 
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1824. 

Januaet 1st. Edward Moore comes to-morrow. 

2nd. Moore arrived early. Walked with him to Bo- 
wood, to give him a glimpse of the house ; to Bromham 
Church, too. The Phippses dined to meet him, and young 
Starkey, the Doctor being ill with gout. 

3rd. "Went into Devizes (B. Moore and all) to see the 
gaol. Practised at the treadmill, and did not find it so 
very bad ; to light men, with pliant limbs, it is not one 
tenth of the punishment it must be to those who are heavy 
and stiff. Moore went on to Bath. Walked home. 

6th. Had a little dance in the evening for the Starkeys, 
Phippses, and Hugheses. Our annual present from Power 
of a twelfth-cake gave rise to much fun ; and the whole 
party, children and all, remained till late. 

9th, Walked over to Bowood to dinner. Had been 
asked for yesterday to meet Lord Suffolk, " whom," says 
Lord L. in his note, " you will find a Whig to your heart's 
content, if not something more," and Lord Duncan. The 
latter went to-day. Company, the Suffolks, and Byng, 
just arrived. Sung in the evening. Slept there. 

10th. Meant to have returned home, but they made a 
point of my dining again to-day. Walked to Phipps's, 
where Bessy met me with the gig to take me to Devizes, 
it being necessary I should draw for money to-day. Left 
me at the foot of Devizes HiU. Drew upon Power for 
150Z. at two months. Went to some of the tradesmen to 
ask for their bills. Walked back to Bowood, which is 
about seven miles, maldng in all about ten or eleven. 
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through dirty and slippery roads. The Suffolks gone, 
only Byng^ and Lord Fitzharris, who, with his tutor, ar- 
rived to-day. Sung a little. Slept there. 

11th. Returned home after breakfast, and worked a 
little. 

15 th. Dined at Hughes's at Devizes, Bessy and I, 
and the Phippses : company, Mr. Bingham (a nephew of 
Bowles's), young Awdrey, and Mr. Powell. Bingham 
clever and talkative. Much conversation about tithes; 
amount generally to near a third of the rent. Sung in the 
evening; so did Mr. Bingham, some of Burns's and of 
mine, with a good deal of spirit. Suspect the article Miss 
Hughes gave me the other night, which is on vocal music 
and very cleverly done, to be by Bingham. It is for 
Bentham's new Review (the "Westminster"), and has 
abundance about me in it, aU very flattering. Received a 
long letter from Abercromby about my Irish work, in 
which he seems to take a good deal of interest. 

17th. Lady Lansdowne called to see little RusselL 
Asked us to dine at Bowood this day week, and insisted 
on sending the carriage to take us there and back. 

20th. Bess had a chaise to take our dear Anastasia to 
Bath. In walking met Lord L. riding ; he sent back his 
horses, and we had a long walk together. Mentioned an 
article in the " New Monthly," which he thought might 
be Luttrel's, about Voltaire and Rousseau, following up 
my opinion of the latter in my " Rhymes on the Road," 
and speaking of me with praise. This led to conversation 
about Voltaire; his bonhomie, his benevolence, and the 
interest he took to the last in every improvement of the 
condition of mankind. In talking of his religious opinions, 
I said that line might be applied to him, a force d'esprif 
tout lui parut matiere ; for he was himself the best argu- 
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ment against materialism that could be furnished, from the 
unimpaired vivacity which his mind continued to possess 
when his body had become merely a shadow. 

24th, Dinner at Bowood: company, the Phippses, 
Bowleses, young Talbot, and ourselves. Day agreeable. 
Bowles's story about the two Catholic girls that had been 
Protestants, and were inchned to be converted back again. 
His bidding them read Chillingworth, and one of them 
marrying an Irish labourer, who beat ChUlingworth out of 
the field, and kept her Catholic still, &c. &c. , Talk about 
Chillingworth. His saying that if any one could answer 
his book against the Catholic Church, he should not be 
ashamed to show the world the example of a " second con- 
version," he having been originally a Papist. Neale, in 
his " History of the Puritans" (Bowles said), has given a 
false account of Laud's conduct on the condemnation of 
Prynne, and has suppressed what both Whitelock and 
Rushworth have stated of his kindness to Prynne on that 
occasion, and Prynne's thanking him for it. Praised 
"VVhitelock's book. Lord L. said his father had told him 
that one day in calling on Lord Chatham he found he had 
been setting his son, Pitt, to make an abstract of White- 
lock's memorial as a task. How much more sensible than 
to set a boy to make dull Greek or Latin verses, as Lord 
GrenvUle or Lord Wellesley would probably have done ! * 
Lord L. mentioned "Whitelock's Embassy to Sweden as 
interesting, though little read. He gives a minute account 
of the proposal of the embassy to him, of his conversation 
with Mrs. Whitelock abed about it, &c, &c. Sang a little 
in the evening, 

28th, Eeceived a letter from Lord Lansdowne, written 

* Lord Grenville and Lord Wellesley hardly deserve such a 
remark. — Ed, 



160 DIARY OF [^TAT. 44. 

just as he was starting for town, and sending me the 
charge of the Archbishop of Cashel, which contains some 
statements with regard to the reputed wealth of the 
Irish Church, which. Lord L. says, I ought to look to, so 
as not to fall Into the errors on this subject which Hume, 
&c. have committed. 

29th, 30th. Bowles called upon me. Walked part 
of his way home with him. Long conversation about the 
Church, which he defends through thick and thin. Re- 
ceived a letter from Mr. Bingham, sending me the first 
number of the " "Westminster Review," acknowledging 
rather a severe article in it upon me, to be written by him, 
and making a very candid and manly explanation on the 
subject. 

February 1st. Dined at Dr. Starkey's with his son 
John and Phipps. Answered Mr. B., and sent him a 
paragraph to put into " The Times," &c., in order to coun- 
teract the impression of what his article states with respect 
to my feelings towards the Americans. 

2nd, 3rd. Working hard. 

11th to 26th. From this to the 27th had no time to 
attend to my Journal, being so closely occupied with the 
" Captain," which I had promised the MS. of to the Long- 
mans much sooner. Sent up the copy of the First Book 
about the 19th or 20th, and told them I should be up my- 
self with the rest by the end of the following week. Found 
myself very hard run towards the conclusion, and obliged 
to leave the transcribing till I shotild go to town. Our 
dear little Russell, who becomes prettier every day, has at 
length cut two teeth, which mama insists upon my record- 
ing in this Journal. Wrote to Sir J. Newport to say I 
was coming, and meant to ask his assistance in furnishincr 
me materials for my work. 
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27th. Set off from Calne in the York House coach. 
Two gentlemen and a lady my companions. One of the 
gentlemen, I found as we approached town, was a Lord, 
evidently a naval one: knew intimately my old friend 
Admiral Douglas. The young lady (who was with my 
Lord) was met by a gay chariot at Kew Bridge, to take 
her home. What a change has taken place in coach com- 
pany within these few years! Arrived a little before 
seven ; and after depositing my things at my lodgings in 
Duke Street, went to Edward Moore's, who had dinner 
prepared for me. He has fitted his house up very ele- 
gantly, and had it lighted from top to bottom to display it 
to advantage. Brownlow (Lady Damley's brother) was 
the only other guest. "Wrote to Sir J. Newport (from 
whom I had, before I left home, received a very kind 
answer, expressing his readiness to assist me in every 
possible way), announcing my arrival, and saying I should 
be with him next morning. 

28th. Immediately after breakfast called upon Sir J. 
Newport, and had a good deal of conversation with him. 
Sent me various House of Conunons papers, Reports of 
the Board of Education, accounts of schools, &c. &c. 
Called upon Lord Lansdowne. Saw a pretty picture he 
had just purchased, by a young Scotch artist, Graham ; 
the subject, Scott's " Rebecca." A Mr. Toole came in. 
Talked of Shee's tragedy, rejected by the new licenser 
(G. Colman), and the Duke of Montrose's most un-ducal 
letter, which is now the reigning topic. Lord L. asked 
me to dinner to-day, to meet Spring Bice, Macdonald, &c. 
but had long eiigaged myself to the Longmans. Called 
upon the Donegals. Dined at Longmans ; company, Shee, 
Abbot (the actor), &c. Rather amusing. Shee told us 
he had got five hundred guineas for the copyright of his 
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rejected play. Abtot, in coming away -wltli me in a 
hackney coacli, remarked how lucky Shee was, as the sort 
of success that his play was calculated to obtain would 
not have been half so profitable as the grievance had 
turned out. " The fact is," said he, " aU that about liberty 
is gone by. It won't do any longer." This, though 
spoken professionally, is but too true also politically. It 
is gone by ; thanks to the Spaniards, the poltroon Neapo- 
litans, &c. &c. "Went to the opera (Lord L. having given 
me a ticket in the morning), but was refused admittance, 
having gaiters on. They were French gaiters, and I 
■flattered myself were, like French curl-papers, invisible, 
but it was not the case. Went home. 

29th. Set to work at transcribing. Have an"immensity 
of work before me. The new materials from the papers 
given me by Sir J. Newport to be got in. Rogers called, 
and asked me to dine with him to-day to meet Luttrel 
and Lord John, but had promised Power. Macdonald 
called. Power, too, who is full of impatience for the 
finishing of the " Sacred Songs " and " Irish Melodies," so 
that I shall have this also to perplex me. At home all 
day till dinner, when I had a hackney coach and went to 
Power's. Corrected and looked over some songs in the 
evening. Then to Kogers's; found Luttrel, Lord John, 
Mrs. Graham, Miss Rogers, and Lady Davy. Talked of 
Lord Byron marching with the Greeks. By the by, I 
forgot to mention that, before I left home, I had a letter 
from Lord B., written just as he was starting for Misso- 
longhi, in which he says that he means to take the field with 
the Greeks, and adds, " If famine, pestilence, or a buUet, 
should carry off a feUow-warbler, mind that you remember 
him in your smiles and wine." It is said that the Greek 
Committee have written to him requesting him not to fight ! 
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March 1st. Hard at work. Lord John called, and sat 
with me some time. Remarked that it would be a very- 
apt quotation for the Orangemen, in case of the accession 
of the Duke of York to the throne, " Now is the winter 
of our discontent made glorious summer by the sun of 
York." Talked of the high character Lord Lansdowne 
bears, even among people one would least expect it 

from : for instance, and , both so much more 

Violent, and yet both expressing to Lord John their strong 
confidence in Lord L. and their warm admiration of his 
conduct. Dined at Lady D.'s, and home early. Jekyll 
says that people who inflict long speeches upon the country 
gentlemen in the House might be prosecuted under Mar- 
tin's bill for " tormenting dumb animals." 

2nd. Find that my close confinement for these two 
days does not agree with me, and walked in the Park a 
little after breakfast. Luttrel called, and sat a good 
while with me, which, though very agreeable, interrupted 
my work a good deal. Dined with Moore tite-a-t&te to 
go to the opera. Went to Lady Lansdowne's box, after 
having seen the Divertisement from the front of the pit. 

4th. Went out with Rogers, and paid nvunerous visits. 
Called at Lord Essex's, and sat some time; at Lady 
Jersey's, who asked us to go there to-night, it being her 
birth-day. Brougham has bargained for a broiled bone 
for supper. Intended to dine at a coffee-house, for the 
purpose of being home early, but, Rogers being ofi" at 
seven for his " Antient Music," did stiU better. So dined 
with him, and worked in the evening. 

5th. At work all day. Lord John came. Showed 
him some of the proof-sheets of the " Captain," with 
which he seemed much amused. By the by, was pleased 
to hear from Rogers that Luttrel said, " If any body can 
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make such a subject lively, Moore wIU." Wrote to teU 
the Donegals I would dine with them to-day. Played 
and sung with Barbara after dinner, and thence to Lady 
Lansdowne's assembly. Was introduced to Falk, the 
Dutch ambassador, a frank, sensible man. A good deal 
of talk with the Duchess of Somerset, who introduced me 
to her pretty daughter. Told the Countess San Antonio 
how disappointed I was she had not asked me to hear 
Eossini the eveniag before. Said she had no idea I was 
in town, and to make up, invited me to come on Sunday 
morning, and hear him try over his opera " Semiramide." 
Was to have dined with Lord Auckland to-morrow, but 
gave it up, on finding his sister was not to be at home, 
and promised Lord Essex to dine with him. Luttrel and 
I walked home together. Have been inquiring, since I 
came to town, about Charles Sheridan, in order to know 
what is to be done as to the " Life," but cannot find him 
out. 

6th. The proprietor of the " European Magazine " 
came, with a letter of introduction from Shee, requesting 
that I would enable him to give a portrait and memoir of 
me in the next number of his magazine. Also Moore, 
the sculptor, called, begging me to sit to him before I 
leave town. Walked a little in the Park, and again 
before dinner with Byng. Dined at Lord Essex's ; com- 
pany, Hayter, the painter, De Koos, &c. To the opera 
in the evening. 

7th. Breakfasted at Power's, in order to look over 
and correct proofs, &c. &c. Thence to call on Luttrel, 
to go to the Countess San Antonio's, where we arrived 
(according to appointment) at one. Lady Caroline Worsley 
and her son came soon afterwards. I sung a little to 
them. Kossini did not come till near three. Brought 
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witli him Placcij Curloni, and CoccM ; Mercer came after- 
wards ; and we joined in the choruses of the " Semiramide." 
Rossini, a fat, natural, jolly-looking person, with a sort of 
vague archness in his eye, but nothing further. His 
mastery over the pianoforte miraculous. A good scene 
ensued upon the entrance (without leave) of Count Van- 
dramin (?), bringing in, of all people. Sir Thomas Farquhar. 
The Countess's burst of anger and bad Italian at the 
Count, and her perseverance till she got both the intruders 
fairly out again, was aU very diverting, and seemed to 
amuse Eossini a good deal. Her volley of Italian ad- 
mirable. Said " Sir Thomas Farquhar, indeed ! " who was 
only eccellente par contare i denari. Rossini remarked, 
after they were gone, on the unfitness of persons who 
were not connoisseurs as audience at prova or rehearsal, 
because they "did not know enough to make allowance 
for the blunders and slovenliness that always necessarily 
occurred on such occasions." Dined at Holland House, 
taken by Abercromby and Wishaw. Tierney, at dinner, 
breaking out about " LaUa Rookh." " Upon my soul, I 
must say (though Moore is present) that's the prettiest 
thing I ever read in my life." Lord Holland amused at 
Tierney's manner of saying it, " as if he was afraid Moore 
wouldn't agree with him." Some taUt with Lord Holland 
after dinner about Carte's " Ormonde," which he has just 
been reading. Seems to fear that I will lean too much to 
the Catholics in my Irish work. Mentioned (what I was 
not aware of) that Cromwell had, at first, on going to 
Ireland, hesitated between the two very opposite plans of 
either attacking the Catholics with fire and sword (as he 
eventually did), or of giving a certain sanction and esta- 
blishment to their religion. This, I think he said, is 
mentioned in Carte. 

M 3 
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8tL Called upon Murray to ask him to cash a bill 
upon Power for me, as he did last year. Had told me at 
that time it was no favour whatever ; hut now refused, 
saying he should have occasion for all the money he could 
muster up for some time. "Went to Longmans; asked 
them whether, if Charles Sheridan should take away the 
Sheridan papers from Murray, they would have any 
objection to undertake the work. Said not, if it did not 
appear to be interfering improperly with Murray. Dined 
at Lord Lansdowne's ; company. Lord Essex, the Cawdors^ 
Luttrels, &c. &c. Talked of the Duke of Montrose being 
called the " Goose," when Lord Graham (in the EoUiad). 
Lord North, one night, when, as usual, asleep, was waked 
to be told that Lord Graham was going to speak. " No, 
no," says Lord North, " he'll not speak till Michaelmas ! " 

9th. Went out to look after some Scotch songs for 
poor Lucy Drew, who has been long suffering with severe 
illness ; packed them off to her through the Foreign OfEce. 
Called upon Croker; had some talk with him about his 
new club. Dined at Lord Auckland's; no one but his 
sisters, Luttrel, and Mr. Baring "Wall. In talking about 
Stephen Kemble, whose sole quaUfication for acting 
Falstaff was his being able to do it without stuffing, Lut- 
trel said, " The most difficult character I know to act 
without stuffing is a fillet of veal! I have seen it 
attempted, but it failed." 

10th. "Walked about for two hours; met Hallam. 
Dined at Mrs. Tighe's ; company, Jekyll, Lord and Lady 
Belhaven, Lord James Stuart, "William Spencer, &c. &c. 
Talked of the manner of concluding letters. WUHam 
Spencer quoted a French letter, in which the writer, 
complaining of a hurt he had received in his jambe, goes on 
avec laquellefai Thonneur, Sfc. Sfc. Jekyll told of a letter 



March, 1824.] THOMAS MOOEE. 167 

from the Duke of , when abroad, complaining how 

much the whole party had been bitten by bugs : " Lady 
Mary is also much bitten. The only person that has 
escaped is he who has the honour," &c. &c. Stopped for 
half an hour to Mrs. Tighe's assembly in the evening; 
some very pretty people there. Home early, as I am 
obliged to be every night, for the purpose of rising early 
to my work. 

13th. Have four invitations to dinner to-day. Among 
others to Abercromby, whom I am sorry to lose. Com- 
pany at Longman's, Mr. Jerdan (the editor of the " Lite- 
rary Gazette"), Mr. Mill (who has written about Hindos- 
tan), &c. Had a letter from Tom Campbell this morning, 
expiressing his great regret at not being able to join the 
party ; says in it, that he dreamt the other night I told 
him I was occupied about a great poem, and hopes it is 
not merely ovKos ovsupos. "Went to the opera ; found the 
Duchess of Hamilton, and Souza, in Lady Lansdowne's 
box ; had it all to myself when they went away, and pre- 
pared to enjoy the ballet alone ; but Souza returned, and 
spoilt my treat. Charles Sheridan called when I was 
dressing for dinner to-day, and fixed to come up again 
from Hampton Court on Wednesday, for the purpose of 
settling definitely about the " Life." 

14th. Had but a short walk in the Park. Dined at 
Sir H. Davy's; company, the Lansdownes, Lord and 
Lady Colchester, Sir John Mcholl, and Stratford Can- 
ning. Story of Lord Coleraine taking off the hat of the 
person walking with him, instead of his o^n, when bowing 
to some one in a shower of rain. Had a long discussion 
about divining rods. Mentioned a magnetiser in Paris 
who professes to correspond by means of the magnetic 
fluid (which he sends in a parabola over the tops of the 
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houses) with a young lady in the Kue de EichelieUj him- 
self living in the Place Louis Quinze. Sometimes the 
fluid is intercepted by other people in its way. The same 
professor of magnetism also produces a sympathetic feeling 
in his patients, hy means of a lurid atmosphere, which sur- 
rounds him and them. Performed this experiment with a 
man's wife in the dark, the husband himself being of the 
party, but not able to perceive the atmosphere, which was 
only visible to the wife and the magnetiser. Some com- 
pany in the evening, among whom was Tom Campbell. 
Talked to him about " Capt. Kock," and hoped he would 
give it a lift in his Magazine, as I felt more than an 
author's anxiety about its circulation and success. Pro- 
mised to do so. Spoke of the diuner intended to be given 
to the Greek deputies ; anxious that I should be in town 
for it, as he wished I should undertake the giving of Lord 
Byron's health. Went from thence with Lord Lovaine to 
Sir G. Warrender's, where there was music; Begrez, 
Mad. Vestris, Caradori, &c. &c. Among the company 
was the Duke of Wellington, Princes Polignac and 
Lieven. 

15th. Walked out a little. Dined at Orme's. It 
turned out very agreeable; particularly in the evening, 
when there was a very gay assemblage of faces, quite new 
to me, and some of them very pretty. Sung a good deal, 
and danced a quadrille afterwards with a beautiful little 
girl, the daughter of a Circassian ; there were two of them 
(Miss Bruces"), and both quite worthy of a mother from 
Circassia. Had been asked to Lord Alvanley's to hear 
Kossini, but thought it wisest to stay where I was ; and 
accordingly remained to supper. 

16th. Dined with Lord Damley, "to talk," as he 
said, " over the woes of Ireland." Is very anxious for 
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Toj book before his motion on the state of Ireland ; and 
it ought to have been out long since; but it takes an 
immense time transcribing, and I am interrupted every 
moment ; besides, it swells out, in copying, to a much 
greater extent than I had anticipated. Found, on going 
up stairs, Madame Biagoh at the pianoforte, and symp- 
toms of music ; at which I took fright, and ran away to 
the opera with Lady Davy. 

17th. Charles Sheridan came according to appoint- 
ment ; expressed himself anxious that, at all events 
(whether he could secure better terms for his brother's 
family or not), the work should be taken out of the hands 
of Murray. Advised him, however, to sound Murray as 
to what he would be willing to give before he finally 
decided. Left me to do so ; and returned in an hour 
with the intelligence that Murray would offer nothing ; 
that he considered the thousand pounds to me cleared 
everything; and that, accordingly, Charles Sheridan had 
signified to him that the papers would be transferred into 
other hands. Agreed to try the Longmans, and to let 
Sheridan know the result on Saturday, S. saying many 
flattering things about his luck in being in such honour- 
able hands as mine, &c. &c. Luttrel said, in the course 
of conversation, " What a prodigality of invention there 
is in mankind ! only think, to invent such a language as 
Greek, and then let it die ! " 

18th. Hard at work. Called for by Lady Davy to go 
to dinner at HaUam's ; sat next to a pretty girl at dinner. 
Miss Morse ; Rogers and Spencer of the party. In the 
evening went to Mrs. Stewart Nicholson's to hear Eossini 
(who receives fifty guineas a night for these parties). 
Sung his song in the "Barbiere," "Figaro qjxk" admirably ; 
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sung also " Assisa al pie d'un salice," and " Mi manca la 
voce," with Colbra, &o. 

19th. Breakfasted with Power, to look over proofs. 
Mrs. Spottiswoode's carriage came for me at five to take 
me to dinner at her father's (Longman's) at Hampstead. 
Told Longman and Eees what had occurred about the 
" Life ; " and E-ees appointed to meet C. Sheridan on the 
subject at my lodgings to-morrow. Sung in the evening, 
and home. 

20th. Sheridan and B,ees met, and had their consulta- 
tion ; and Rees's proposal was, that besides making up my 
thousand pounds to me, they would agree, after the sale of 
1000 copies quarto and 1500 octavo, to give Mrs. T. 
Sheridan's family half the profits of all further editions 
that might be printed. C. Sheridan asked a little time to 
consider, and said he would let us know his determination 
in a day or two. Dined at Holland House ; taken out by 
Lord John Russell in his cabriolet. Company, Lord 
Jersey, Luttrel, Byng, young Wortley, &c. Brought 
back by Byng ; went to the opera. Adair told to-day of 
Sheridan's saying, "By the silence that prevails, I con- 
clude Lauderdale has been cutting a joke." Some talk 
with Lord HoUand about Junius and Churchill, in which 
I said I would much rather, for my pleasure, read the 
latter than the former. " Aye, that's the jingle ? " (think 
he said). 

21st. Obliged to leave my writing, and walk out in the 
rain, to try and get rid of a headache. Have called 
several mornings upon Sir J. Newport, who has lent me 
several other House of Commons papers. Dined at 
Orde's ; company, Hobhouse, "W. Spencer, &c. &c. "Went 
from thence (taken by the Ordes) to Miss White's ; Captaiii 
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and Mrs. Cater and Mrs. William Baring there, singing 
duets and glees without accompaniment, there being no 
pianoforte. Wanted me to sing, but only took a part in 
one or two glees. Promised to dine with Miss White on 
Sunday next, if I should stay so long in town ; fixed 
with Newton (who was here) to breakfast with him in the 
morning. 

22nd. Breakfasted with Newton ; and sat to him after- 
wards. Told me Lord Lansdowne had been to see his 
pictures, and thought mine very like. Returned home to 
write. Woblriche came, having arrived in town with the 
Duke of Bedford yesterday. Dined at Sir H. Davy's; 
the Ordes, Sir — Willoughby, Capt. Spencer, &c. In 
the evening, the Belhavens, Mrs. Tierney, &c. Sung a 
good deal ; Lady Davy sobbing violently at "Poor broken 
heart ! " The Lansdownes came late ; sung my new song, 
" Sing, sing," for the third time, to them. 

23rd. Lord John called upon me ; walked out. Dinner 
at Rogers's to meet Barnes, the editor of " The Times ; " 
company. Lords Lansdowne and Holland, Luttrel, Tierney, 
and myself. Barnes very quiet and unproductive ; neither 
in his look nor manner giving any idea of the strong 
powers which he unquestionably possesses. Dinner very 
agreeable ; Lord Holland, though suifering with the gout, 
all gaiety and anecdote. A nmnber of stories told of Lord 
North. Of the night he anticipated the motion for his 
removal, by announcing the resignation of the Ministry ; 
his having his carriage, when none of the rest had, and 
saying, laughingly, " You see what it is to be in the 
secret;" invincible good humour. Fox's speech on the 
Scrutiny, one of his best, and reported so well, that Lord 
Holland said, " In reading it I think I hear my uncle's 
voice." Lord H.'s story of the man stealing Mr. Fox's 
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watch, and Gen. Fox laughing at him about it, &c. &c. 
Lord H.J too, told of a gentleman missing his watch in the 
pit one night, and charging Barrington, who was near him, 
with having stolen it. Barrington, in a fright, gave up a 
watch to him instantly ; and the gentleman, on returning 
home, found his own watch on his table, not having taken 
it out with him ; so that, in fact, he had robbed Barrington 
of some other person's watch. Went to the opera with 
Lord Lansdowne ; Mrs. Baring (whose box I sat in some 
time) renewed very kindly her invitation to me and Mrs. 
Moore for the summer, and begged we should bring the 
two little ones with us. Barnes, this evening, asked me 
to dine with him on Sunday next, and Rogers advises me 
to get off my engagement with Miss White, and go with 
him, as he is a person well worth cultivating ; have refused 
Lord Lansdowne also for Sunday, but rather think I shall 
take Rogers's advice. 

24th. Dined with Watson Taylor : company, C. Ellis, 
Planta, Wilmot (the Under Secretary), Jekyll, Lord 
Ancrum, Lady Sandwich, the Davys, &c. &c. Got near 
Jekyll and Wilmot, and found it agreeable enough. Story 
of Lord EUenborough's saying to a witness, " Why you 
are an industrious fellow ; you must have taken pains with 
yourself; no man was ever naturally so stupid." Con- 
versation about the negroes ; Davy's opinion that they are 
decidedly an inferior race, and that it would take many 
generations of high culture to bring them to a level with 
whites. It required, he said, forty generations to make a 
wild duck a tame one ; and to bring the negroes to the 
perfection of civilised whites, would take nearly the same 
lapse of time. Sir Humphry talks wildly sometimes, and 
de omni scibili. Went from thence to Mrs. Hope's ; had 
promised her I would sing, and got hastily through two 
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songs, but refused any more, as there were too many- 
people assembling. Found there the Hollands. Lord H. 
asked me whether I could get him the particulars relative 
to the attainders of Harvey and Colclough in Ireland ; as, 
now they are revising the Scotch attainders, he thinks 
something might be done with respect to these Irish ones ; 
said I would inquire. "Was to have gone to Mrs. 
Mitchell's ball, but did not. 

25th. Lord Belhaven called upon me between four and 
five to take me to the House of Lords to hear Lord 
Kingston's motion about tithes ; walked down with him. 
Much frfn expected from Lord Kingston's account of 
the terrible tithe-proctor " Cruel Delany ; " but liord 
Harrowby produced more laughter by his seriousness 
about it, than any of the others did by their jokes. Asked 
to dinner in the House both by Lord Essex and Lord 
Auckland ; but was engaged to Lord Cawdor. Com- 
pany at Lord C.'s, Seymour Bathurst, Lady Georgina 
Bathurst, Lord J. Thynne, Greville, &c. Sat next Lady 
Georgina, and found her very agreeable ; talked of a pro- 
logue written by Canning last summer, for a charade 
acted while he was at Saltram : during which time, they 
said, he seemed to have resumed all his former vivacity. 
GreviUe repeated the prologue, which turns chiefly on 
allusions to craniology, and is pleasant enough ; but might 
have been written by any other lively member of society 
as well. Introduced to Lord Bath, in the evening, who 
expressed a wish to see me at Longleat, 

26th. Woolriche called ; walked out. Dined at "Wil- 
liam Maddocks's: an immense dinner, chiefly of "Welch 
people; knew none of the company, but Lord Limerick 
and Lord Kinnoul. Singing in the evening ; Linley and 
Mr. and Mrs. Gattie (formerly Miss Hughes) ; I sung a 
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good deal and was mucli lauded. Went from thence to 
Mrs. G. PhiUipps's assembly. Quite ridiculous the swarms 
of invitations that beset me ; entreated that " I would fix 
a day, however distant," &c. &c. Met my old friend Ad- 
miral Douglas, who wants me to meet Lord Exmouth at 
his house, some twenty miles from town, to-morrow ; but 
it is impossible. 

27th. Was to have dined at Holland House to-day to 
meet General Mina; but found myself so hard run with 
my printing and transcribing that I could not spare the 
time. C. Sheridan (who wrote to me a day or two since, 
communicating his assent to the proposal of the Longmans, 
and enclosing a copy of an agreement for them to sign) 
called this morning, and received from me the paper signed 
by them ; so that I have now only to give Murray a draft 
upon the Longmans for the money I have had of him 
(about 350^.), and transfer the MS. at present in his hands 
(containing the early part of the " Life") from him to them. 
Dined alone at Eichardson's; and returned home to work 
in the evening. 

28th. Walked a little in the Park after breakfast. Dined 
with Barnes in Great Surrey Street, beyond Blackfriars 
Bridge, having written the day before yesterday to explain 
to Miss White, and promised to come to her in the evening. 
Company at Barnes's, a Secretary of the French Embassy, 
Hay don the painter, and a Scotch gentleman whose name I 
could not make out, but who is also a chief writer for " The 
Times." Barnes more forthcoming a good deal than he was 
at Rogers's. Spoke of that day, and said how much he was 
delighted with Lord Lansdowne, whose unaffected modesty 
struck him as particularly remarkable in a person of such 
high talent and rank; was also very much charmed with 
Lord HoUand, as far as regarded the liveliness and variety 
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of his conversation; but considered his manners so evi- 
dently aristocratic and high, as to alarm the pride of persons 
in his (Barnes's) situation, and keep them on the alert lest 
this tone should be carried too far with them. Told him 
that this latter apprehension was altogether groundless, as 
Lord Holland's good nature and good breeding would be 
always a suflScient guarantee against any such encroach- 
ment : but, at the same time, could not help agreeing with 
him (though rather surprised at his perceiving it so soon 
through all the cheerfulness and hilarity of Lord Holland's 
manner) that there is actually a strong sense of rank and 
station about him; while, notwithstanding the greater 
reserve and discretion of Lord Lansdowne's conversation 
and address, there is not anything like the same aristocratic 
feeling in him as in Lord Holland ; indeed, few noblemen, 
I think, have less of this feeling than Lord Lansdowne. 
A- good many stories about Lord Ellenborough. Went to 
Miss White's ; found Rogers, Tierney, Wordsworth, 
Jekyll, &c., who had dined there; told Rogers what 
Barnes had said about Lord Holland ; made me repeat it 
to Tierney, who seemed to think it very extraordinary, 
and to have quite a different opinion himself; looking upon 
Lord Lansdowne, as, if anything, the more aristocratic 
man of the two. 

29th. Had half promised to dine with the Davys to- 
day, but gave it up, in order to work in the evening. 
Told Moore I would come and eat a cutlet tite-a-tite with 
him ; found, however, that, in the interim, he had asked 
two men to meet me, Prendergast, M.P., and Bonham. 

30th. Dined with Bingham at Gray's Inn; company, 
Mrs. Austen, a Mr. Gattie, and another gentleman; all 
Benthamites, and quite different from other people. The 
lady talked political economy; told me she had taken a 
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young Frenchman in hand ; had tried to "get Mill and 
Bentham into his head, but that he said they were " too 
clear for him." How far he must carry his heau ideal of 
the unintelligible ! 

April 1st. Have been finishing the preface to " Cap- 
tain Rock" these two mornings in bed, and hurried over 
some of it clumsily enough ; took down the last copy to 
the Longmans myself. Forgot to mention that yesterday 
I received Murray's account, and that, between the money 
he advanced me and th6 books he has supplied me with, it 
amounts to 350/. Has written me also a note, begging that 
I would apply to Douglas Kjnnaird for the assignment of 
Lord Byron's " Memoirs," which he continues, he says, to 
withhold from him, leaving him no security for his property 
in them. In consequence of this, called upon Kinnaird; 
read over the assignment with him and Hobhouse; and 
they being of opinion that there was no objection to letting 
Murray have this instrument in his possession, till such 
time as I should be able (according to my intention) to 
redeem the " Memoirs " altogether, I brought it away with 
me. Called upon Murray, but did not find him at home. 
Asked to Lord Belhaven's and several other places to-day, 
but could not go in consequence of an early and odd en- 
gagement I had made to accompany Lord Dillon to a 
coterie of blue stockings at Paddington. Dined with the 
Lansdownes, who were going to the Matthewses, and from 
whom I could therefore get away in time. Called upon 
by Lord Dillon at eight, and went to Paddington. 

2nd. Breakfasted with Newton. Went from thence to 
Murray, and gave him the assignment. 

3rd. Breakfasted again with Newton, in order to meet 
Russell the actor, who had promised me a dress to take 
down with me to Bath, Bessy having expressed a wish to 
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go to a masquerade there on Monday, and I having agreed 
to meet her in Bath for the purpose. Excellent this; 
having an appointment with my wife at a masquerade ! 
Promised me a Figaro's dress. 

4th. Up at half-past five and off in the White Lion 
Coach at a quarter before seven ; two shrewd solicitors my 
companions : much talk about public characters ; and evi- 
dently puzzled to make out who I was ; seemed for some 
time to think I was Hobhouse. Arrived in Bath at the 
"White Lion between seven and eight ; supped, and to 
bed, a good deal fatigued; my last two days in town 
having been fuU of worry and bustle. 

5th. Bessy and Tom arrived between eleven and 
twelve. The dear girl has not been at all well for some 
weeks, but as brisk and alive as usual, notwithstanding. 
Went to see dear Anastasia, and took her and Julia 
Starkey to see the panorama of the Coronation; ordered 
our dominoes for the night, my Figaro dress being given 
up. Dined at Mr. T. Phipps's ; home and dressed. The 
masquerade, as a spectacle, beautiful, and when we were 
allowed to cast off our masks very agreeable; the room, 
with the booths for refreshments on each side, better 
Imagined and managed than any thing of the kind I ever 
saw, and no expense spared to make all perfect. Bessy 
delighted ; and danced towards the end of the night with 
Tom Bayly. Not home tiU between six and seven in 
the morning. 

6 th. Walked about Bath with Bayly. Had visits 
from the Holtons, Mrs. Elwin, &c. &c., and left Bath for 
home at three. Met Dr. Crawford, by the by, and made 
demonstrations of feeing him for his visits to 'Statia ; but 
he took me aside, and said he hoped I would not rob him 
of this opportunity of showing what he felt towards me, 
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and that he was most cheerfully ready to attend her in the 
same way whenever she might require him. Very kind 
this. Glad to be at home after my five weeks of anxiety 
and bustle. 

9th. Eeceived copies of " Captain Rock," which is pub- 
lished to-day. Rees tells me in his letter that Lord 
Liverpool sent for a copy yesterday morning ; this was on 
account of Lord Damley's motion on the state of Ireland 
last night. Notices of the work to-day in " The Times" 
and " Morning Chronicle ; " the former of which devotes 
one of the leading articles to me. Very flattering. The 
" Chronicle " gives near two columns of extracts. 

10th, Had people in the evening. Jiohn Starkey just 
arrived, and joined them. 

11th. A letter from Lady Holland, full of the warmest 
praise of " Captain Rock," which she says abounds with 
*' wit and sprightliness : " the historical part she calls "a 
chef-d'ceuvre of perspicuity and pleasantry." Had John 
Starkey and his sister to dinner ; sung to them in the 
evening. 

12th. Working at my " Sacred Songs." Received a 
letter from the Longmans, which I ought to have had 
yesterday, saying that at their sale on Saturday there 
were so many " Captain Rocks" ordered they should find 
it necessary to print off a second edition of a thousand on 
Monday (to-day); and that if I had any corrections to 
make they would be in sufficient time by being sent off 
immediately. This, of course, out of the question now; 
but proceeded to make some corrections upon the chance 
of being time enough. 

13th, Finished my hasty correction of the work, and 
sent it off. Started at three o'clock for Farley Abbey 
(Colonel Houlton's place), in consequence of a promise 
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made at the masquerade that Bessy and I would pay them 
a visit of a few days this week ; Bessy, however, not well 
enough to go. Went in my little gig as far as Trow- 
bridge, and took a chaise from thence ; did the four miles 
in less than twenty minutes. Company at dinner (besides 
their three fine girls and John Houlton), Colonel Davy, 
Mr. Elwyn of Bath, and a Mr. Langford. Mr. Elwyn 
mentioned (what I have heard Lord Lansdowne tell) of a 
French exposition, in which some coiffeur exhibited an 
image of a bald head, with a Cupid hovering over it, and 
about to let a new-invented wig fall on it; the motto 
underneath, Le genie repare les torts du terns. Young 
Houlton and the third girl sung, in the evening, Cima- 
rosa's duet of " Se non credi" very well; and Isabella 
played some airs on a two-stringed guitar beautifully. I 
tried to sing, but the pianoforte so loud and harsh that 
I could not manage it. 

14th. Walked about the grounds with Mrs. Houlton 
and the girls; and was much delighted. Saw the ruins 
of the old castle and chapel, and the mummies of the 
Hungerfords. One of these broached some time since by 
an antiquarian, who introduced a quill into Lady Mar- 
garet's shoulder, and tasted some of the liquid from it, 
which was strongly aromatic. The first Speaker of the 
House of Commons is lying there, perfect still. A fine 
monument of the time of Charles I. in high preservation 
in the chapel. The Phippses arrived to dinner ; the day 
very agreeable, and could hardly be otherwise. A pretty 
house, beautiful girls, hospitable host and hostess, ex- 
cellent cook, good champagne and moseUe, charming 
music; what more could a man want? The nursery 
pianoforte was brought up in the evening, and I sang to it 
with somewhat more success ; Isabella, too^ had recovered 
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her voice, and sung as well as played, forming a picture 
like one of Stothard's, as she hung over her guitar. 

loth. Had some music after breakfast. I sung a good 
deal ; one of the songs, " Could'st thou look as dear," 
sent poor Mrs. P. out of the room. Again visited the 
ruins ; and set off with the Phippses, to return home, at a 
little after two. Stopped at Trowbridge to call on Crahbe,. 
but he was not at home. On my return found letters 
from Lords Holland, Lansdowne, John Russell, and Dillon, 
about my book. Lord Holland says, " It has far surpassed 
my expectations; and my expectations were very high.. 
It is so full of wit and argument, learning, and feeling." 
He then proceeds to some details with respect to Pirst 
Fruits, which I wish I had known before I published. 
Lord Lansdowne says, " Every one that I have seen is 
delighted with your book;" and Lord John begins his 
letter, "Success! success! The ' Captain' is bought by 
every body; extravagantly praised by Lady Holland; 
deeply studied by my Lord," &c. &c. Dillon says it is 
the finest thing since Swift, &c. &c. All this very en- 
couraging. 

16th. Answered Lords Holland, &c. ; and sent off 
some things to Power. 

18th, Had a letter from Rees, telling me that the 
second edition was published, and 550 of it ordered. The 
corrections had not arrived in time, but would appear in 
the third edition, which they were soon about to put to 
press. 

20th. Odd enough, no attack yet upon me in " John 
Bull ! " My task now writing additional verses for the 
new number of "Irish Melodies;" have also to find airs- 
for two more, there being as yet but ten that I shall 
retain ; pretty airs deplorably scarce. 
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23rd. A letter from Rees, Inclosing one frona MiUiken, 
the Dublin bookseller, in which he speaks of the great 
sensation produced by the " Captain" in Ireland. " The 
people," he says, "through the country are subscribing 
their sixpences and shillings to buy a copy ; and he should 
not wonder if the work was pirated." Milliken's letter 
also contains an order for a further supply of copies, which, 
when executed, Eees says, wiU leave but 100 on hand; 
so that he expects the third edition will be called for on 
Saturday (to-morrow). 

24th. Have written two new Irish Melodies, " She 
sung of love," and " Oh bear me to that gloomy lake," 
which completes the number. 

25th. Drove to Bowles's to dinner. Left my gig at 
Hughes's, and walked with H. to Bremhill ; found Bowles 
suffering, more from nervousness and apprehension, than 
from real illness ; is horrified by some extracts he has seen 
from " Captain Rock." 

29th. Dined at Dr. Starkey's. Had a letter from Lord 
Lansdowne, in which he says he has not heard a single 
dissentient voice as to the merits of " Captain Bock." 

May 1st. Mrs. Bowles called, with a General Peachey ; 
asked me to go back with her to dinner, which I did. 
Walked from Money's through Bowood to Bremhill ; found 
Bowles in the same nervous state as before, but laughed 
him out of it ; and he was as hearty and lively at dinner 
as ever. Would insist that he was a Whig ; a Whig of 
Burke's school. I said, " Yes, such a Whig as Burke was 
after he turned," Took my book to leave with him, but 
he refused to read it. His paper, the " St. James's 
Chronicle," abuses it, he tells me, most violently ; and he 
will read the abuse readily enough, though he won't the 
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book. General Peachey, who is a nelglibour of Southey's, 
mentioned some amiable traits of him. 

3rd. Went to Bath, Bessy and I and Mrs. Phipps ; the 
post-horses took us there in somewhat less than an hour 
and three quarters. Went with Bayly to the rehearsal of 
a play which the amateurs of Bath give to-night for some 
benefit ; all very anxious that I should stay for it. Our 
darling Anastasia walking about with us. Went to Uphanas 
to look over the newspapers ; find that "John Bull" has 
at last taken notice of me ; but shabbily enough ; expected 
he would have shown better fight. The " Westminster 
Review," too, has an article about me, written, I rather 

think, by ; quantum svff. of praise, but so managed 

on the whole as to be disparaging. Had a cold dinner at the 
inn ; and left Bath at six o'clock. A letter from Lord 
Byron at Missolonghi ; has had an attack of epilepsy or 
apoplexy ; " the physicians," he says, " do not know which ; 
but the alternative is agreeable." 

4 th. Still writing verses for the new number of " Irish 
Melodies." JReceived the "Irish Observer" (O'DriscoU's 
new paper), with an article about " Rock" in it, highly lau- 
datory. Received, too, under Lord Lansdowne's frank, a 
letter from the Secretary of the Catholics of Drogheda, 
thanking me in their name for my " able and spirited ex- 
position of their wrongs," &c. &c. This is gratifying and 
satisfactory, as I rather feared the Cathohcs would not 
take very cordially to the work on account of some infi- 
delities to their religion which break out now and then 
in it. 

10th. Called upon Lord Lansdowne : told me he had 

the other day (in consequence of the passages quoted 

in " Captain Rock " from the Report of the Hibernian 

• Society) refused to take the chair at the meetino- of 



Mat, 1824.] THfOMAS MOORE. 183 

that society, unless a pledge was given that no morfe 
such attempts at proselytism should be made. Talked 
of Stanley's speech, the other night, in defence of the 
Church of Ireland ; I said he had misrepresented me with 
respect to my estimate of Church livings, and that I had 
some thoughts of putting a paragraph in the paper to cor- 
rect him. Saw Lady L. ; congratulated me on what she 
calls " the complete success " of " Captain Eock." Met 
Newton, who spoke of Lockhart (Sir W. Scott's son-in- 
law), now in town ; said he met him and some other 
" Blackwood's Magazine " men lately, and was surprised 
to find (notwithstanding their tone in print) with what 
liberal praise they spoke of me ; asked me to meet Lock- 
hart at breakfast to-morrow. Bursts of congratulation 
from every one I meet on the success of " Eock : " Lord 
Essex, Lord Cowper, aU loud in praise of it. Dined at 
Longman's to meet Murray (Bessy's brother-in-law), an 
agreeable, sensible man. 

11th. Breakfasted at Newton's with Lockhart ; found 
him agreeable. Told of Sir "W. Scott once finding Crabbe 
and some Scotch chieftain (in his full costume) trying to 
converse together in French, Crabbe having taken the 
tartan hero for a foreigner, and the other, on being 
addressed in French by Crabbe, supposing him to be 
an Italian abbe. Called upon at Newton's by Murray*, 
with whom I walked for some time, talking of our respec- 
tive wives, and praising them a Venvi. Dined at the 
Wiltshire Anniversary. Sir F. Burdett was to have been 
in the chair, but detained at the House. Gordon, M.P. 
for Cricklade, took it. My health given and drunk with 

* Who married Mrs. Moore's sister. — Ed. 
N 4 
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.great cordiality : Indeed it was almost the only toast that 
seemed to rouse the party to anything like enthusiasm. 
Made them a speech; said that the possession of a thatched 
cottage and half an acre of garden was the only claim I 
had to being accounted a Wiltshire gentleman. Irishmen, 
however, could take many disguises. An Irish Colonel, 
once, upon meeting a man whom he thought he recognised 
in the uniform of the 42nd Regiment, said, " Plow's this? 
you are an Irishman, arn't you?" "Faith I am, your 
Honour." " And in the uniform of a Scotch regiment ? " 
" Yes, your Honour, I am what they caU a lamb in wolfs 
clothing." I should have said that Gordon, in proposing 
my health, alluded to " Captain Eock," saying that I had 
lately appeared in a new character, that of a writer of 
statistics. 

12th. Breakfasted at Rogers's. Told me it had been re- 
marked invidiously, that the only persons I had praised in 
" Captain Rock " were Peel and Canning, and that some had 
defended me (most probably himself) by saying, " It is a hard 
case that Moore, who has been abusing people all his life, 
should not be allowed to praise a little now." Carpenter 
(who has been costive enough in his praises since I ceased 
to publish with him) said to me, speaking of " Rock," " Sir, 
there is but one opinion as to its cleverness among men of 
all parties ; it has placed you high too upon a ground 
which many were not inclined to think you could ever 
occupy." Lunched with Bennet, while he was dining. 
Overtook Mrs. T. Sheridan alone on her way to Almack's 
for her ticket ; gave her my arm, being on the same 
pursuit. Went to the Literary Fund Dinner, of which 
I was a steward. Surprised on finding so large a portion 
of its directors and visitors to be persons whose names 
I had never heard before; in short, the only downright 
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literati among them, were myself and old George Dyer, 
the poet, who used to take advantage of the people being 
earthed up to the chin by Dr. Graham, to go and read his 
verses to them. X(ord Lansdowne in the chair, and Lord 
John Russell next him ; I sat opposite to them. Lord L. 
gave my health in a most flattering manner, and nothing 
could be more warm than the reception it met with from 
the company ; made them a long speech, which was in- 
terrupted at almost every sentence by applauses. It had 
been proposed to me before dinner to take the chair after 
Lord Lansdowne, who was obliged to go away early, but 
I declined it. Left with him and Lord John, who went 
to the French play, while I went home to refresh and 
dress myself again for Almack's. Everybody there, and 
all overflowing to me with praise of "Kock." A good deal 
of conversation with Lord Downshire, who said he thought 
it would do considerable good; that Englishmen, in 
general, knew nothiag of the history of Ireland ; that he, 
himself, brought up as a boy in England, was for a long 
time ignorant of everything relating to Ireland, except 
that it was the place where his estates lay ; that this book 
wiU turn the attention of En^ishmen to the subject. 
Stanley came to me, and, with much earnestness, said that 
Lord Lansdowne had mentioned to him my idea of his 
having quoted and misrepresented me, but assured me 
that all he quoted from me was the assertion with respect 
to the incorrectness of the pamphlet on the wealth of 
the clergy. Praised Lady Grantham's beauty to Miss 
D'Est^, who lost no time in mentioning it to her, and 
I was, in consequence, by Lord G.'s desire, introduced to 
her ; asked me for Friday. A note from Lord Jersey to 
tell me that Lady J. and her little child were doing very 
.well, and adding, that both he and Lady J. thought 
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" Captain Rock" one of the cleverest l)ooks ever pub- 
lished. 

13th. Drove to Hampstead to see Miss Eobinson ; 
strange scene. Dined early with Kees in order to go to a 
party at Longman's in the evening. E,ees asked me had 
I called upon Murray yet to complete the arrangement 
entered into when I was last in town for the redemption 
of Lord Byron's "Memoirs;" said I had not. Told me 
the money was ready, and advised me not to lose any 
further time about it. 

14th. A letter in the "Morning Herald" to-day about 
rny speech at the Literary Fund, accusing me of having 
represented Napoleon as a friend to the liberty of the 
press. What absurdities malice will, in its blindness, rush 
into ! Calling at Colbourn's library to inquire the address 
of the editor of the " Literary Gazette," was told by the 
shopman that Lord Byron was dead. Could not believe 
it, but feared the worst, as his last letter to me about a 
fortnight since mentioned the severe attack of apoplexy or 
ejMlepsy which he had just suifered. Hurried to inquire. 
Met Lord Lansdowne, who said he feared it was but too 
true. Recollected then the unfinished state in which my 
agreement for the redemption of the " Memoirs" lay. 
Lord L. said, " You have nothing but Murray's fairness 
to depend upon." Went off to the " Morning Chronicle " 
office, and saw the " Courier," which confirmed this most 
disastrous news. Hastened to Murray's, who was denied 
to me, but left a note for him, to say that " in consequence 
of this melancholy event, I had called to know when It 
would be convenient to him to complete the arrangements 
with respect to the ' Memoirs,' which we had agreed upon 
between us when I was last in town." Sent an apology to 
Lord King, with whom I was to have dined. A note 
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from Hobhouse (which had been lying some time for me) 
announcing the event. Called upon Rogers, who had not 
heard the news. Eemember his having, in the same 
manner, found me unacquainted with Lord Nelson's deathj 
late on the day when the intelligence arrived. Advised 
me not to stir at all on the subject of the " Memoirs," but 
to wait and see what Murray would do ; and in the mean- 
time to ask Brougham's opinion. Dined alone at the 
George, and in the evening left a note for Brougham. 
Found a note on my return home from Douglas Kinnaird, 
anxiously Inquiring in whose possession the "Memoirs" 
were, and saying that he was ready, on the part of Lord 
Byron's family, to advance the two thousand pounds for 
the MS., in order to give Lady Byron and the rest of the 
family an opportunity of deciding whether they wished 
them to be published or no. 

15 th. A gloomy wet day. Went to D. Kinnaird's. 
Told him how matters stood between me and Murray, and 
of my claims on the MS. He repeated his proposal that 
Lady Byron should advance the 2000 guineas for its 
redemption; but this I would not hear of; it was I alone 
who ought to pay the money upon it, and the money was 
ready for the purpose. I would then submit it (not to 
Lady Byron), but to a chosen number of persons, and if 
they, upon examination, pronounced it altogether unfit for 
publication, I would burn it. He again urged the pro- 
priety of my being indemnified in the sum, but without in 
the least degree convincing me. Went in search, of 
Brougham ; found him with Lord Lansdowne ; told them 
both all the particulars of my transaction with Murray. 
B. saw that in fairness I had a claim on the property of 
the MS., but doubted whether the delivery of the assign- 
ment (signed by Lord Byron) after the passing of the 
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bond, might not, in a legal point of view, endanger it. 
Advised me, at all events, to apply for an injunction, if 
Murray showed any symptoms of appropriating the MS. 
to himself. No ansvrer yet from Murray. Called upon 
Hobhouse, from whom I learned that Murray had already 
been to Mr. Wilmot Horton, ofiFering to place the " Me- 
moirs" at the disposal of Lord Byron's family (without 
mentioning either to him or to Hobhouse any claim of 
mine on the work), and that Wilmot Horton was about to 
negotiate with him for the redemption of the MS. I then 
reminded Hobhouse of all that had passed between Murray 
and me on the subject before I left town (which I had 
already mentioned to Hobhouse), and said that whatever 
was done with the MS. must be done by me, as I alone 
had the right over it, and if Murray attempted to dispose 
of it without my consent, I would apply for an injunction. 
At the same time, I assured Hobhouse that I was most 
ready to place the work at the disposal, not of Lady Byron 
(for this we both agreed would be treachery to Lord 
Byron's intentions and wishes), but at the disposal of Mrs. 
Leigh, his sister, to be done with by her exactly as she 
thought proper. After this, we went together to Kin- 
naird's, and discussed the matter over again, the opinion 
both of Hobhouse and Kinnaird being that Mrs. Leigh 
would and ought to bum the MS. altogether, without any 
previous perusal or dehberation. I endeavoured to con- 
vince them that this would be throwing a stigma upon the 
work, which it did not deserve ; and stated, that though 
the second part of the " Memoirs " was full of very coarse 
things, yet that (with the exception of about three or 
four lines) the first part contained nothing which, on the 
score of decency, might not be most safely published. 
I added, however, that as my whole wish was to consult 
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the feelings of Lord Byron's dearest friend, Ms sister, the 
manuscript, when in my power, should be placed in her 
hands, to be disposed of as she should think proper. They 
asked me then whether I would consent to meet Murray 
at Mrs. Leigh's rooms on Monday, and there, paying him 
the 2000 guineas, take the MS. from him, and hand it 
over to Mrs. Leigh to be burnt. I said that, as to the 
burning, that was her affair, but all the rest I would 
willingly do. Kinnaird wrote down this proposal on a 
piece of paper, and Hobhouse set oif instantly to Murray 
with it. In the course of to-day I recollected a circum- 
stance (and mentioned It both to H. and K.) which, inde- 
pendent of any reliance on Murray's fairness, set my mind 
at rest as to the validity of my claim on the manuscript. 
At the time (April 1822) when I converted the sale of the 
" Memoirs" into a debt, and gave Murray my bond for 
the 2000 guineas, leaving the MS. in his hands as a 
collateral security, I, by Luttrel's advice, directed a clause 
to be inserted in the agreement, giving me, in the event 
of Lord Byron's death, a period of three months after such 
event for the purpose of raising the money and redeeming 
my pledge. This clause I dictated as clearly as possible 
both to Murray and his solicitor, Mr. Turner, and saw the 
solicitor interline it in a rough draft of the agreement. 
Accordingly, on recollecting it now, and finding that 
Luttrel had a perfect recollection of the circumstance also 
{i.e. of having suggested the clause to me), I felt, of course, 
confident in my claim. Went to the Longmans, who 
promised to bring the 2000 guineas for me on Monday 
morning. Paid eleven shillings coach-hire to-day, and 
got wet through after aU. Dined with Edward Moore, 
finished a bottle of champagne, and home. Was to have 
dined to-day with Watson Taylor to meet the Phippses. 
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16tli. Called on Hobhouse. Murray, lie said, seemed 
a little startled at first on hearing of my claim, and, when: 
the clause was mentioned, said, " Is there such a clause ? " 
but immediately, however, professed his readiness to com- 
ply with the arrangement proposed, only altering the sum, 
which Kinnaird had written, " two thousand founds^' into 
'•" two thousand guineas" and adding " with interest, ex- 
pense of stamps," &c. &c. Kinnaird joined us, being 
about to start to-day for Scotland. After this I called 
upon Luttrel, and told him all that had passed, adding 
that it was my intention, in giving the manuscript to Mrs. 
Leigh, to protest against its being whoUy destroyed. 
Luttrel strongly urged my doing so, and proposed that we 
should call upon Wilmot Horton (who was to be the re- 
presentative of Mrs. Leigh at to-morrow's meeting), and 
talk to him on the subject. The utmost, he thought, that 
could be required of me, was to submit the MS. to the 
examination of the friends of the family, and destroy all 
that should be found objectionable, but retain what was 
not so, for my own benefit and that of the pubhc. Went 
off to Wilmot Horton's, whom we luckily found. Told 
him the whole history of the MS. since I put it into 
Murray's hands, and mentioned the ideas that had occurred 
to myself and Luttrel with respect to its destruction ; the 
injustice we thought it would be to Byron's memory to 
condemn the work wholly, and without even opening it, 
as if it were a pest bag ; that every object might be gained 
by our perusing and examining it together (he on the 
part of Mrs. Leigh, Frank Doyle on the part of Lady 
Byron, and any one else whom the family might think 
proper to select), and, rejecting all that could wound the 
feelings of a single individual, but preserving what was 
innoxious and creditable to Lord Byron, of which I assured. 
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him there was a considerable proportion. Was glad to 
find that Mr. Wilmot Horton completely agreed with these 
views ; it was even, he said, what he meant to propose 
himself. He undertook also to see Mrs. Leigh on the 
subject, proposing that we should meet at Murray's (in- 
stead of Mrs. Leigh's) to-morrow, at eleven o'clock, and 
that then, after the payment of the money by me to 
Murray, the MS. should be placed in some banker's hands 
till it was decided among us what should be done with it. 



[I have omitted in this place a long aecount of the destruction 
of Lord Byron's MS. Memoir of his Life. The reason for 
my doing so may be easily stated. Mr. Moore had consented, 
with too much ease and want of reflection, to become the depo- 
sitory of Lord Byron's Memoir, and had obtained from Mr. 
Murray 2000 guineas on the credit of this work. He speaks 

'i of this act of his, a few pages onward, as "the greatest error 
I had committed, in putting such a document out of my 
power." He afterwards endeavoured to repair this error by 
repaying the money to Mr. Murray, and securing the manu- 
script to be dealt with, as should be thought most advisable 
by himself in concert with the representatives of Lord Byron. 
He believed this purpose was secured by a clause which Mr. 
Luttrel had advised should be inserted in a new agreement 
with Mr. Murray, by which Mr. Moore was to have the 
power of redeeming the MS. for three months after Lord 
Byron's death. But neither Mr. Murray nor Mr, Turner, his 
solicitor, seem to have understood Mr. Moore's wish and in- 
tention in this respect. Mr. Murray, on his side, had con- 
fided the manuscript to Mr. Giffbrd, who, on perusal, declared 
,it too gross for publication. This ojunion had become 
known to Lord Byron's friends and relations. 

IJence, when the news of Lord Byron's unexpected death 
arrived, all parties, with the most honourable wishes and 
consistent views, were thrown into perplexity and apparent 
discord. . Mr. Moore wished to redeem the manuscript, and 
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submit it to Mrs. Leigh, Lord Byron's sister, to be destroyed 
or published with erasures and omissions. Sir John Hob- 
house wished it to be immediately destroyed, and the repre- 
sentatives o£ Mrs. Leigh, expressed the same wish. Mr. 
Murray was willing at once to give up the manuscript on re- 
payment of his 2000 guineas with interest. 

The result was, that after a veiy unpleasant scene at Mr. 
Murray's, the manuscript was destroyed by Mr. Wilmot 
Horton and Col. Doyle as the representatives of Mrs. Leigh, 
with the full consent of Mr. Moore, who repaid to Mr. 
Murray the sum he had advanced, with the interest then 
due. After the whole had been burnt the agreement was 
found, and it appeared that Mr. Moore's interest in the 
MS. had entirely ceased on the death of Lord Byron, by 
%vhich event the property became absolutely vested in Mr. 
Murray. 

The details of this scene have been recorded both by Mr. Moore 
and Lord Broughton, and perhaps by others. Lord 
Broughton having liindly permitted me to read his narrative, 
I can say, that the leading facts related by him and Mr. 
Moore agree. Both narratives retain marks of the irritation 
which the circumstances of the moment produced ; but as 
they both (Mr. Moore and Sir John Hobhouse) desired to 
do what was most honourable to Lord Byron's memoiy, 
and as they lived in terms of friendship afterwards, I have 
omitted details which recall a painful scene, and would 
excite painful feelings. 

As to the manuscript itself, having read the greater part, if not 
the whole, I should say that three or four pages of it were 
too gross and indelicate for publication ; that the rest, with 
few exceptions, contained little traces of Lord Byron's genius, 
and no interesting details of his life. His early youth in 
Greece, and his sensibility to the scenes around him, when 
resting on a rocMn the swimming excursions he took from 
the Pirseus, were strikingly described. But, on the whole, 
the world is no loser by the sacrifice made of the Memoirs of 
this great poet.j — J. R. 
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18th. Dressed in a hurry, having been invited this 
week past to meet the Princesses at Lady Donegal's 
at two o'clock. Found there Col. Dalton, the attendant 
of the Princess Augusta; and soon after their Royal 
Highnesses came, viz., Augusta, Mary (the Duchess of 
Gloucester), and Sophia of Gloucester. The rest of the 
party were Jekyl, and Lady Poulteney and her daughter. 
Sung for them, and then the Princess Augusta sung and 
played for me ; among other things, new airs which she 
had composed to two songs of mine, " The wreath you 
wove " (rather pretty) and " The Legacy ! " She played 
also a march, which she told me she had " composed for 
Frederick" (Duke of York), and a waltz or two, with 
some German airs. I then sung to her my rebel song, 
" Oh, where's the slave ! " and it was no small triumph to 
be chorused in it by the favourite sister of his Majesty 
George IV. * * * We then sat down to luncheon ; and 
it was quite amusing to find how much at my ease I felt 
myself; having consorted with princes in my time, but not 
knowing much of the female gender of royalty. A good deal 
of talk about Lord Kenyon. Jekyl said that Kenyon died 
of eating apple pie crust at breakfast, to save the expense of 
muffins ; and that Lord EUenborough, who succeeded to 
the Chief Justiceship in consequence, always bowed with 
great reverence to apple pie ; " which," said Jekyl, "we used 
to call apple pie-ty." The Princesses also told of how " the 
King" used to play tricks on Kenyon, sending the De« 
spatch Box to him at a quarter past seven, when he knew 
Kenyon was snug in bed ; being accustomed to go to bed 
at that hour to save candle-light. Altogether the repast 
went off very agreeably. Gave up my other engagements 
and dined with Woolriche, at Eichardson's. I ought to 

VOL. IV. o 
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have mentioned that in the course of my conversations 
these two days past with Hobhouse, he frequently stated 
that, having remonstrated with Lord Byron the last. time 
he saw him on the impropriety of putting a document of 
the nature of these memoirs out of his own power. Lord 
B. had expressed regret at having done so, and alleged 
considerations of delicacy towards me as his only reason 
for not recalling them. This, if I wanted any justification 
to myself for what I have done, would abundantly satisfy 
me as to the propriety of the sacrifice. 

19th. A statement in "The Times" to-day; true as 
to the leading facts of the destruction of the MS. and my 
repayment of the money to Murray, but incorrect as to 
other particulars. Occupied about the insurance of my 
life. Dined with the Bryans, and went to Mrs. Story's 
in the evening. Not well. 

20th. Went to breakfast at Holland House. Lord 
John and Sydney Smith there. Smith told me, in speak- 
ing of " Captain Rock" (which he had not yet read), that 
he once drew up a little manual of Irish History, much, 
as he conceived, in the same spirit and intention. Went 
from thence to pay a visit to Canning ; driven part of the 
way by Lord John ; not at home ; left card. Met Stan- 
hope (Lord Mansfield's son-in-law), who asked me whether 
the statement in "The Times" was true. Told him the 
two chief facts were ; on which he said, " You have done 
the finest thing that ever man did — you have saved the 
country from a pollution." Here I stopped him, and as- 
sured him that this was a mistake ; that there was but 
very little of an objectionable nature in the first or prin- 
cipal part of the memoirs, and that my chief objection to 
the total destruction of the MS., was the sanction such a 
step would give to this unjust character of the work. A 
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clever letter to day from Corry about " Rock ; " thinks me 
too Catholic. Dined at Lord Charlemont's : company. 
Lord and Lady "Wicklow, Lord EUenborough, Caulfield, 
&c. Went to Lansdowne House; a large assembly. 
Duke of Gloucester said to me, nearly in the words of 
Stanhope, "You have done the handsomest and finest 
thing that ever man did ; " spoke also of " Kock," and said 
he feared there was but too much truth in it. The Duke 
of Sussex, too, very civil : said he had a quarrel Avith me, 
because I never came to see him. Walked about a good 
deal with the Phippses, to point out to them the lions of 
the party. Long conversation with Luttrel, who has 
had a letter from Wilmot Horton, urging my accept- 
ance of the money back again from Murray: Luttrel 
strongly of opinion that I ought to take it. Repeated my 
determination not to do so ; but promised to talk with him 
on the subject in the morning. The most ridiculous state- 
ments going about these two days ; one, that the parties 
broke by force into my lodgings, and carried oifthe MS. ; 
another, that Hobhouse had held me down with all his 
might while they were burning it. By the by, met the 
Misses Law this evening at Lord Charlemont's, and found 
them all kindness to me, notwithstanding my sad offences 
against their father. 

21st. Breakfasted with Luttrel. Discussed the offer 
of W. Horton over, but he could not convince me. My 
views of the matter simply these : from the moment I was 
lucky enough (by converting the sale of the MS. into a 
debt) to repair the great error I had committed, in putting 
such a document out of my power, I considered it but as a 
trust, subject to such contingencies as had just happened, 
and ready to be placed at the disposal of Lord Byron, if 

o 2 
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he should think proper to recall it ; or of his representa- 
tives, if, after his death, it should be found advisable to 
suppress it. To secure this object it was that, at 
Luttrel's suggestion, I directed a clause to be inserted in 
the agreement with Murray, giving me a lapse of three 
months after the death of Lord Byron to raise the money 
and redeem my deposit. That the clause was not in- 
serted, as I intended, was a strange accident, and would 
have been to me (had the omission been discovered in 
time to take the disposal of the MS. out of my hands) a 
most provoking one. But, luckily, by the delay in pro- 
ducing the agreement, I was enabled to proceed exactly 
as if all had been as I intended ; and to restore, of my own 
free will, and without any view to self-interest, the trust 
into those hands that had the most natural claims to the 
disposal of it. Were I now to take the money, I should 
voluntarily surrender all this ground, which I had taken 
so much pains to secure to myself; should acknowledge 
that I had put the MS. out of my power, and surrendering 
all the satisfaction of having disinterestedly concurred in a 
measure considered essential to the reputation of my friend, 
should exhibit myself as either so helplessly needy, or so 
over-attentive to my own interests, as to require to be 
paid for a sacrifice which honourable feeling alone should 
have dictated. Luttrel proposed our calling upon Hob- 
house, assuring me, at the same time, that no one could be 
more kindly disposed towards me than Hobhouse was. I 
felt glad of the opportunity, and we went ; the meeting 
very cordial. Talked again over the offer of the family, 
and Hobhouse (to whomWilmot Horton had also appealed 
on the subject) concurred with Luttrel in urging it on me. 
I went over, as strongly as I could, my reasons against it ; 
and at last Luttrel, with a candour that did him much 
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honour, said, " Shall I confess to you, my dear Moore, that 
what you have said has a good deal shaken me ; and if you 
should find (but not till after you have found) that Lord 
J. Russell and Lord Lansdowne agree with these views of 
yours, pray mention the effect which I freely confess they 
have produced on me." This avowal was evidently not 
without its influence upon Hobhouse, who, after a little 
more conversation, looked earnestly at me and said, " Shall 
I tell you, Moore, fairly what I would do if I were in your 
situation ? " " Out with it," I answered eagerly, well 
knowing what was coming. " I would not take the money," 
he replied ; and then added, " The fact is, if I wished 
to injure your character, my advice would be to accept it." 
This was an honest and manly triumph of good nature, 
over the indifference (to say the least of it) to my repu- 
tation, which must have dictated his former advice. He 
then talked of Murray's dissatisfaction at the statement in 
the " Times ;" on which I offered to draw up a paragraph 
correcting its errors, and giving Murray full credit for 
having at first declined receiving the money, when proffered 
to him. Did so, to the satisfaction of both L. and H. and 
took it to the " Times " office. Went to Longmans' to 
finish my Insurance transaction, and brought them round, 
without much difficulty, to approve of my refusal of the 
money; this was a great point gained, and more easily 
(considering their commercial views of matters) than I ex- 
pected. Dined at Lansdowne House. Went early for the 
purpose of consulting Lord L. with respect to my refusal 
of the money, or rather to tell him what I meant to do ; 
for, having made up my mind, it would have been mockery 
to affect to ask advice. Told him therefore, at starting, 
that though I should be most delighted to have the sanction 

o 3 
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t)f his opinion, yet that nothing could change my own 
views of the matter. Had but little time, however, for my 
statement to him and Lady Lansdowne before the company 
arrived. The party were the Hollands, the Gwydirs, the 
"William Eussells, the Cowpers, the Duke of Argyle, and 
Sydney Smith. Saw in my short conversation with them, 
that both Lord and Lady L. were strongly for my taking 
the money. Went off at ten o'clock to Paddington; 
a rather strange scene. Forgot to mention that one of the 
days I called upon D. Kinnaird, he read me a letter he 
had just received from a girl, entreating of him (in con- 
sideration of her family, who would be all made vmhappy by 
the disclosure), to procure for her her letters, and a minia- 
ture of her, which had been in the possession of Lord 
JByron. Told Kinnaird I could guess the name of the 
lady, and did so. Forgot to mention that Hobhouse told 
me W. Horton had said, that " if there was any power 
in law to make me take the money, he would enforce 
it." 

22nd. Was early with the Lansdownes. Went over 
all my reasons for the refusal, but did not make much im- 
pression on them ; begged me to consult Abercrombie, and 
hear what Lord John had to say on the subject. Met 
Murray in St. James's Street, who said, taking me by the 
hand, " I hope there is no objection to me shaking hands;" 
received this coldly, and said, I hoped he was satisfied 
with the statement in the " Times " to-day ? " Pretty 
well," he answered ; but added there were dreadful state- 
ments against him going about, and that Lord Lansdowne 
(who of all men, he should be most sorry to have think 
ill of him) had said such things of him the other day at the 
Literary Clubj that he had thought it due to himself to 
write a letter to his Lordship on the subject. I answered. 
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" Mr. Murray, you need not fear any injustice from Lord 
Lansdowne, who is well acquainted with every particular 
of the transaction between you and me from beginning to 
end. As to this last aflfair, I am ready to bear testimony 
that your conduct in it has been very fair." So saying, 
we parted. Went home. Lord John called upon me, 
fuU of AVilmot Horton, who had been working at him too 
on the subject ; was of opinion that there existed no 
objection whatever to my taking the money. A long con- 
versation ; said he would think over what I had said 
against our next meeting. Went to E-ogers's, and found 
him and his sister equally inclined with the rest to consider 
my refusal of the money as too romantic a sacrifice. Re- 
capitulated my reasons, much more strongly and eloquently 
than I could ever put them to paper. Saw they were 
both touched by them, though Rogers would not allow it ; 
owned that he would not receive the money ia such a case, 
but said that my having a wife and children made aU the 
difference possible in the views he ought to take of it. 
This avowal, however, was enough for me. More mean 
things have been done in this world (as I told him) under 
the shelter of " wife and children," than under any other 
pretext that worldly-mindedness can resort to. He said, 
at last, smiling at me, " Well, your life may be a good 
poem, but it is a damned bad matter-of-fact." Dined at 
Lord Belhaven's ; company. Lady Uxbridge, Lords Dun- 
can and Maitland, &c. &c. Sung a little before I went to 
the Opera. That beautiful person. Lady Tullamore (who 
came in the evening), so affected at " Poor broken heart," 
that she was obliged to leave the room, sobbing violently. 
Lady Belhaven took me to her : told her how little reason 
she had to be ashamed of feeling music so much, &c. &c. 
Too late for " Tancredi." A long statement of the whole 
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transaction of the burning, &c. in the " Courier " this 
evening, affecting to be very minute, but full of falsehoods, 
suppressing, too, the material fact of my having paid the 
money, and leaving it to be implied that the whole merit 
of the sacrifice lay with Murray. Evidently the manu- 
facture of one of Murray's clerks. Lady Mansfield at the 
Opera. Asked me to dine with her early next Tuesday to 
see the whole of " Tancredi." Promised to get off from 
Lord Auckland's, if I could. 

23rd. A bouncing lie in " John Bull" to-day ; says that 
it was Mrs. Leigh's friends redeemed the MS., and that 
"in the meantime little Moore pockets the money." In 
writing a note to Hobhouse I said, " for God's sake don't 
let any one contradict that lie in ' John Bull ' to-day ; its 
worth any money." Had reserved this day and to-morrow 
to go and pay a visit to Admiral Douglas, but gave it up. 
Walked about, and made calls. Dined by myself at the 
George, and having one hoiu- before Countess St. Antonio's 
j)arty, went to the Houltons. Found them at home, and 
sat listening to Isabella's guitar, and singiag to them till it 
was too late for the Countess'. Home early. This morn- 
ing Bryan delighted me with a piece of intelligence, which 
showed the kindness of his heart, as much as it made mine 
happy. He means to put out a thousand pounds to in- 
terest for my dear Anastasia, to whom he considers his duty 
of godfather transferred, since the death of poor Barbara. 
Said that he would not have mentioned this to me, but 
that he thought it might be some relief to my mind now in 
the sacrifice I was making : presented me also with a gold 
repeater ; evidently much pleased with my conduct in this 
transaction, though he, at first, thought with the rest that 
I ought to take the money. 

24th. Called upon Lord Lansdowne. Found him 
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strongly of opinion that I ought to give some public con- 
tradiction to the statement in Saturday's " Courier," and 
the " Observer " of yesterday. However I might despise 
it myself, and however little impression it might produce 
upon him and those who knew the circumstances, " yet to 
others it conveyed the idea that Murray had the whole 
merit of the sacrifice, and that the money was not paid by 
me." "Went to consult Luttr el and Hobhouse, who thought 
a short statement from myself was the best mode of setting 
all right. Drew up one, and took it to Barnes ; who 
undertook to send a copy of it to the " Chronicle."' Called 
at Longmans'. Went home, and sent copies of the state- 
ment to Hobhouse, Luttrel, Frank Doyle, and Wilmot 
Lord John, who came in while I was thus occupied, took 
charge of the inclosure to Wihnot Horton, as he was going 
to the House of Conunons. Informed them all that there 
would be time enough before ten that night to make any 
alterations they might suggest in the statement. Drove, 
with Edward Moore to the Regent's Park, with which I 
was enchanted, never having seen it before. Dined with 
him in order to keep myself open for the evening. Re- 
ceived, while at dinner, notes from Doyle and W. Horton, 
both entreating me to defer my statement, and reconsider 
my resolution against receiving the money. " You are, I 
think," says Doyle, " (though from motives of high honour) 
mistaken in your view of the matter." W. Horton re- 
quested that I would at least wait for a narration of the 
whole proceedings, which he would draw up against twelve 
o'clock next day, and transmit to me for the purpose of 
being shown to Lord Lansdowne, and my other friends, 
before my final decision should be taken. Drove off with 
E. Moore to the "Times" and "Chronicle" offices, to 
countermand the statement. Found Barnes on his Pa- 
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noptlcon of Europe : and were a good deal interested by 
seeing the great machine of the political world at work* 
Wrote a slight paragraph, ad interim, to counteract the lies 
that are afloat ; thence to the " Chronicle," and did the 
same ; struck by the more scatter-brained appearance of 
the " Chronicle " establishment. Called on the Auck- 
lands this morning, who promised to dine early enough 
for the Opera to-morrow. 

25 th. W. Horton's narrative not having arrived at one 
o'clock, went out. Called upon Lady Mansfield, to say 
that Lord Auckland held me to my engagement, and pro- 
mised to dine early enough. Lady Caroline sang Omhra 
Adorata for me ; much improved since I heard her in Italy. 
On my return home found W. Horton's narrative (as he 
calls it), detailing the circumstances of Murray's having 
called upon him on the Saturday after the news of Byron's 
death arrived: his offers to place the MS. at the disposal 
of the family, upon receiving the sima he had given for it : 
W. Horton's taking time to consult the family on the sub- 
ject: my interview with him on Saturday; and so on 
through the whole of the circumstances that ensued. All 
very fairly and truly stated. The point, however, on which 
he founded his argument for my accepting the money 
was, that as the property was now proved to have been in 
Murray, and a negotiation, or rather a parole agreement 
for the purchase of it had taken place between him and 
Murray on Saturday, he had thus a prior claim to me, and 
Murray had no right to part with the MS. to me, or any 
one else under such circumstances. That, therefore, the 
obvious and natural way of settling the matter was for 
Murray to give me back my money, and for the family to 
be allowed to proceed in the arrangement they had begun 
with Murray. I inclosed the narrative, according to his 
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desire, to Lord Laiisdowne ; at the same time telling Lord 

L tliat it had made no difference whatever in my views 

of the transaction. Dined at Lord Auckland's : company. 
Miss Villiers, Macdonald, &c. Went pretty early to the 
Opera, Countess St. Antonio, in reproaching me for not 
having come to her the Sunday before, desired that when- 
ever I heard that she was at home I should consider myself 
invited, whether I received cards or not. 

26 th. Had written part of my answer to W. Horton 
yesterday. Breakfasted with Lord John, and took it with 
me to finish it there. Found Lord John converted to my 
opinion with respect to the refusal of the money. Went 
from thence to Lord Lansdowne, who also (under the new 
view which the narrative gave him of the transaction) ap- 
proved of my not taking the money. He had thought 
before it was from the family I was to receive the re- 
muneration, and in that case he still said he saw no objec- 
tion to my receiving it ; but in the manner it was now 
proposed to repay me, namely, by having the money given 
back to me by Murray, he certainly agreed that I was 
right in declining it. Was rejoiced at the sanction of his 
concurrence, though not perfectly understanding the dis- 
tinction he drew ; for, after all, it was the family that 
would actually pay the money in both cases. Went to 
Moore's, where I finished my answer to Wilmot Horton. 
His argument of a " prior claim to the purchase " was easily 
despatched, I then went over much of what I have already 
stated: my views in converting the sale of the MS. Into a 
debt : my precaution in ordering a clause to be Inserted in 
the agreement, giving me a power of redeeming It after 
Lord B.'s death, all for the purpose of keeping the trust in 
my own hands, and enabling me either to restore It to 
Lord Byron, If he should change his mind with respect to 
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its destination, or, in the event of his death, placing it at 
the disposal of those most naturally interested in all that 
concerned him. Had the omission of the intended clause 
been sooner discovered, I might have found some difficulty 
in acting up to these intentions, but luckily the ignorance 
in which we were left with respect to the terms of the 
agreement, left me free to pursue the course which I had 
always resolved upon, and to put self-interest completely 
out of the question in concurring with the other friends 
of Lord Byron in a step thought so necessary to his own 
feme and the feelings of those he left behind him. With 
respect to the argument used by some of those who advised 
my acceptance of the money, that Lord Byron, having 
given me these memoirs for my benefit, the family were 
but making good to me the intentions of their relative : I 
said that if Lord Byron were himself alive, and should say 
to me, " Here, Moore, was a gift which I meant for your 
advantage ; circumstances have frustrated my intention, 
but I insist on your receiving from me an equivalent," I 
would, without hesitation, have accepted such an equiva- 
lent from the hands of my friend ; but I acknowledged no 
such right to make me a present in persons with whom I 
had not even the honour of being acquainted ; nor could I, 
by deriving profit from a work which they had pro- 
nounced unfit for publication, lend my sanction to the 
old satirical proverb, bonus odor nummi, let it come from 
whatever source it may. This (with a few acknowledg- 
ments, of the delicate manner in which Mr. Horton had 
conducted himself through the negotiation), was the 
substance of the answer which I despatched to him, 
and the chief of the reasons which I alleged for declin- 
ing to receive the money in any shape, or through any 
channel whatever. Drove with Moore in his cabriolet, and 
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left the letter at W. Horton's myself. Thence to the 
" Times " and " Chronicle " offices with my statement, 
which I now felt myself at fall liberty to publish. Dined 
with Rogers at six, to meet a party who were going to the 
Ancient Music : Lord Essex, and Miss CapeU, Miss Ste- 
phens, Sir P. Codrington, Dr. Woolaston, &c. &c. Left 
them at half-past seven, and went to dine at Lord Wick- 
low's, where I met the Aberdeens and Charlemonts. 
Sung a little in the evening. 

27th. My letter in the " Morning Chronicle," " Herald," 
" Post," and " Times." Called upon W. Maddocks, found 
Peter Moore with him, who promised me materials about 
Sheridan. Met Lord Lansdowne ; said my letter was quite 
right, but that he still grudged the money. Called upon 
Admiral Douglas, and fixed to come to him on Sunday. 
Went at one o'clock to the Comte de la Garde's, who has 
translated my "Melodies" into French with French airs, 
and fixed this morning for me to hear them. A large 
party, chiefly English, assembled. Madame Castelli and 
her husband sung the Melodies, and Ciarchottini accom- 
panied ; also a French girl on the harp, and a flute player 
from the French opera. At the conclusion a Cantata was 
sung with full accompaniments, written and composed for 
the occasion in honour of me; words by M. la. Garde, the 
music by Signer Castelli. Rather an embarrassing ho- 
nour ; did not know how to look while they were shouting 
out C^est nommer Moore a la posterite ! Adair was among 
the audience. Dined at Lord Belhaven's ; company. Lord 
and Lady Cathcart, &c. &c. Lord Caernarvon said to me, 
while they were singing a quintet, " Really I don't see 
any difference between this and any other kind of noise." 
Talked with Frankland Lewis about my affair with W. 
Horton; he said, my conduct in it was perhaps rather 
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" cMvalrous ;" but that I was, of course, the best judge of 
what my own feelings required. 

28th. Was to have dined at Lord Cowper's, but went 
to Sir H. Davy's ; company, Lord and Lady Darnley, An- 
drew Knight, &c. &c. Had called in the morning on 
Devereux, the busy Catholic, and found Eneas Macdonnel 
with him, who thanked me for the way in which I had 
mentioned his pamphlet in Eock. Sir H. Parnell, by 
the by, made the same sort of acknowledgment the other 
day for my mention of his speech. "Went to Mrs. Turner's 
in the evening ; heard the " wonderful boy " Listz. 

29th. Dined at Lord Fortescue's ; sat next Lord 
Ebrington, who talked to me abundantly about " Captain 
Eock," as did also Sir J. Newport, who never ceases prais- 
ing it. "Went to the Opera, and sat in Lady Lansdowne's 
box. 

30th. Off at eight to Douglas's, near Uxbridge; a 
most cordial reception from him and his wife, but a wretched 
cold spoiled my enjoyment of the evening. 

31st. Returned to town at half past twelve. Dined at 
Moore's to meet the Phippses ; company, "Washington Irving 
(just arrived from Paris), Lattin, and Beecher. Lattin 
amusing after dinner. 

June 1st. Dined with "WUbraham, joined Mrs. Story 
and Irving at the play afterwards. 

6th. Started between seven and eight, and arrived at 
Bath between nine and ten, having gone out of our way 
to take a son of Major Armstrong's from school. Bessy 
met us at the York House. 

8th. Called upon Edward Moore's mother and sister, 
and promised to go again to-morrow to be introduced to a 
Catholic Bishop, Dr. Baynes. 

9th. "Was presented to the Bishop, who is a violent 
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admirer of " Captain Kock." Showed me a letter from the 
famous Dr. Doyle, in which he " My Lords " and " Lord- 
ships," his brother Baynes, in every line. 

10th, Bessy and I set off for the cottage before the 
Bryans, who were to dine with us, but who did not arrive, 
from an accident happening to their wheels, tiU between 
five and six. Seemed really delighted with our little esta- 
blishment. Left us for Chippenham, on their way to Holy^ 
head between eight and nine. 

12th to 14th. Nothing remarkable. Nervous and lan- 
guid from the agitation in which I was kept in town. Or- 
dered some tonic draughts from the apothecary, which were 
of service to me. 

15th. "Went to Bath, Bessy, Mrs. B. and I to the 
Music Meeting. Met Irving, who had come there to join 
us. He and I dined together (the ladies having dined 
before we left home), and all went to the evening concert, 
which was not very good. 

16th. AU went to the Music at the Cathedral; the 
Mount of Olives very dramatic. Some of Bowles's " Ark," 
composed for the occasion and performed ; wretched. Bessy 
and Mrs. B. returned home afterwards, taking Anastasia 
with them ; and Irving and I dined with Mr. Elwyn. Com- 
pany, Mr., Mrs., and Miss Houlton, and Dr. Crawford. 
Went to the concert in the evening. 

17th. Called upon Vallebraque; Catalani not visible; 
gave me an order for the Messiah to-morrow ; not likely to 
make use of it. Irving and I set out for the Cottage be- 
tween ten and eleven. Took Irving after dinner to show 
him to the Starkeys, but he was sleepy and did not open 
his mouth ; the same at Ely wn's dinner. Not strong as a 
lion, but delightful as a domestic animal. Walked him 
over this morning to call on Lord Lansdowne (come dowQ 
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in consequence of Lord King's illness), who walked part 
of the way back with us. Read me some parts of his new 
work " Tales of a Traveller." Rather tremble for its fate. 
Murray has given him 1500/. for it; might have had, I 
think, 2000Z. Told him the story which I heard from Ho- 
race Smith about the woman with the black collar, and the 
head falling off; thought it would do well for his ghost 
stories ; but mentioned H. Smith having told me he meant 
to make use of it himself; probably has done so in the 
" New Monthly Magazine." 

18th. Irving full of the woman with the black collar ; 
intends to try his hand at it. Resolved to leave us this 
evening, though evidently much pleased with our httle 
quiet establishment ; owned he did not expect to find us in 
such perfect comfort. After dinner walked with him to 
BuckhiU to meet the coach, having sent his baggage there 
before us. Missed the coach and took a chaise to Bath, 
intending to proceed to his sister at Birmingham to-morrow. 
Forgot to mention that, during the last week of my stay 
in town, I heard from Moore, the artist (to whom I was 
sitting for a model), of an old 'friend of mine being in 
London ; one whom I knew at Bermuda, when she was 
about eighteen or nineteen, and I three and twenty, and 
never had seen, or even heard of her since. Moore said 
she had expressed a strong wish that I should call upon 
her, which I did, and the meeting was, from a variety of 
considerations, interesting to me. She had been mar- 
ried some time to a Major Moore, brother to General 
Moore, with whose wife I found her. Time has made 
considerable alteration in her, but stiU the soft black eyes 
remain. 

1 9th to 30th. The two or three ensuing weeks may be 
taken en gros, as they were diversified by little that calls for 
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detail. I resumed my Sheridan task, and worked at it 
with tolerable industry, writing with more facility and 
quickness than usual. Forgot to mention that before I 
went to town, Charles Sheridan had written to say that he 
had been requested by Lord Fitzwilliam to allow the Bi- 
shop of Rochester to have the Westminster Hall Speech 
for his forthcoming " Life of Burke." Told him when in 
town the objections I saw to his complying with such a 
request ; the injury it would do to our work by taking 
away the novelty or rather authority which this authentic 
report would give us, the voluminousness of It, &c. &c. C. 
Sheridan, however, said, that having promised it, he could 
not be off his word ; and, besides, he thought it would be 
creditable to his father's fame to have this speech placed 
beside those of Burke's upon equal terms; those of the 
latter upon this occasion not having been dressed up for 
publication, like his other great speeches. Upon my men- 
tioning, however, his intention to the Longmans, they said 
they should consider it as a breach of his agreement with 
them, if he gave any papers furnished for our work, into 
other hands till we had first published them. Wrote also 
some songs for Power, " Go and forget what now," and 
" Thou lovest no more ;" besides correcting the proofs of 
a new edition of the " Irish Melodies." B,eceived several 
letters from Rees, partly concerning inquiries connected 
with " Sheridan's Life " in which I employed him, and 
partly to urge my immediate application to Lord Byron's 
family, and to all other sources likely to furnish them, for 
materials towards my intended " Memoirs of Byron." 
Answered that I would do so, as soon as the funeral was 
over, but that it would be indecorous tiU. then. Looked 
over the Journals, &c. I have of Byron's, and find much 
in them that may be made use of. Received an appli- 

VOL. IV. P 
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cation (through Mrs. Hutchinson) from Madame Belloe, 
the translator of the " Loves of the Angels," requesting 
that I would allow her to have the translation of my " Life of 
Byron," whenever it appears ; her letter most enthusiastic. 
Answered most graciously, and told her I had heard of her 
beauty ; said also to Mrs. Hutchinson in my note, " your 
fair friend is too faithful a translator to deserve more than 
half of the title. La belle Lifidelle, which somebody gave 
to one of the versions of old Amyot.'' "Went one Sunday 
to Bowles's church (Mrs. B. with us), and dined with him. 
Bowles still wild against " Captain Rock ;" has begun an 
answer to it, part of which he read to me, " all in good 
humour," as he pathetically says, when he is most bitter. 
Received a copy of " Captain Eock detected;" suspect it 
to be by a friend of my Sister Kate's, O' Sullivan; to- 
lerably abusive of me; but worse of Lord Lansdowile, 
which I regret for many reasons. Have now seen the 
following comments, reviews, &c. of Captain Rock: — 
" Blackwood's Magazine," intended to be very fatal, but 
overcharged and inefficient ; calls the work " duU," " weak," 
&c. &c. " The London Magazine," laudatory. " West- 
minster Review,'' half and half. " Universal Review," 
have not seen, but hear from Bowles that it is powerful 
against me. Baron Smith's " Prefatory Notice," very 
flattering to the talent, but thinks the work likely to be 
mischievous. To these and the newspapers, may add 
Stanley's notice of me in the House of Commons ; and the 
Bishop of Limerick's in the House of Lords. The latter 
quoted my words, " It has been called an omnivorous church 
(hear, hears) ; a preposterously rich church (hear, hear). 
The noble lords, who cheer these expressions, if they knew," 
&c. &c. At a Baptist Meeting, also, the other day, some 
reverend gentleman did me the honour to quote it thus : 
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*' In that most pestilent and detestable book the ' Me- 
moirs of Captain Rock ;' " this is charming. Have received 
two copies of verses from women about it ; one anonymous, 
and the other from the little Paddington Sappho. The 
fourth edition reduced to two or three hundred, and the 
Longmans about to print a fifth. Answered a letter I 

had received from a Miss Sophia in France, ex- 

' pressing the most passionate feelings about Lord Byron's 
death, and entreating, me to inform her of the particulars ; 
whether he suffered much pain ; whether he had any friends 
with him, &c. &c. Gave her aU the information I could. 
Keceived a letter in English from some German (whether 
female or male, don't know) near Dresden, beginning " As 
you are not only the first poet in the world, but also the 
best man," and inclosing me a letter to transmit to Lady 
Byron, signed with a most unpronounceable name, Graff 
■ Whackerback, or some such horror. Sent the letter to 
Lady Byron through Frank Doyle. 

July 1st to 9th. Began to think whether it would be 
necessary for me to go up to Lord Byron's funeral. Wrote 
to Hobhouse, who told me his own wish had been to have 
him buried in Westminster Abbey ; but that Mrs. Leigh 
had decided for Newstead, and that therefore the only 
mark of respect would be sending carriages. 

9th. Saw in the papers that the friends of Lord B. 
would accompany the funeral out of London, and deter- 
mined to go up ; wrote to Rogers to-day, to know what 
his intentions are ; cannot, however, wait his answer, which 
would not arrive till Sunday (the day after to-morrow), 
and the funeral is to be on Monday. Eesolved to start 
to-morrow morning. 

10th. Mrs. B. went with me in the gig to Buckhill, 
where I took the coach and arrived in town five minutes 

p 2 
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after six; no rooms at 15 in Duke Street; was obliged to 
go to a glazier's opposite. Dined at Richardson's. Called 
at Power's, who showed me a thing caUed the "John 
Bull Magazine," in which there is a long rigmarole, pro- 
fessing to be an extract from Lord B.'s " Memoirs." 
E.ees told him that people believe this to be genuine; 
people win believe anything. Called and left my name 
at Hobhouse's. 

11th. Called on Rogers after breakfast; said he had 
written in answer to my letter, that I need not disturb 
myself to come up, as there was no occasion. Hobhouse 
had asked him to go in one of the mourning coaches, but 
he did not intend it ; seemed inclined, however, to change 
his mind : and at last I persuaded him to accompany me 
to the funeral. Called upon Lord Lansdowne, who 
was surprised to see me. Walked with Edward Moore. 
"Was with Rogers again at four, to go with him to dine at 
Highbury (his brother's). A good deal of talk in the 
hackney coach about Burke, Pitt, and Pox ; seemed to 
think Fox's opinion was right as to Burke's changing his 
style after the Westminster Hall Speech of Sheridan; fired 
out impatiently at my hinting that I thought Bm-ke and 
Sheridan men of more real talent than Pox and Pitt; 
politics and party alone having given the latter a station 
above them. He said that William Pitt in speaking of 
Fox had called him " the greatest of us all." Forgot, by 
the by, to tell him (what I think I heard from Tierney), 
that Pitt thought Sheridan a man much superior to Mr. 
Fox. Company at dinner, Offley and his daughter, and 
Mrs. Roo-ers and her son. Conversation about the arts ; 
the history of which (R. says), Offley knows more than 
any one. Returned at night in the stage ; found a letter 
from the undertaker requesting me to go as mourner, and 
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fixed nine to-morrow niorning as tHe hour. Agreed to 
breakfast with Rogers at eight. 

12 th. "Was with Rogers at half-past eight. Set oiF for 
George Street, "Westminster, at half-past nine. "When I 
approached the house, and saw the crowd assembled, felt a 
nervous trembling come over me, which lasted till the 
whole ceremony was over ; thought I should be ill. Never 
was at a funeral before, but poor Curran's. The riotous 
curiosity of the mob, the bustle of the undertakers, &c., 
and all the other vulgar accompaniments of the ceremony, 
mixing with my recollections of him who was gone, pro- 
duced a combination of disgust and sadness that was 
deeply painful to me. Hobhouse, in the active part he 
had to sustain, showed a manly, unaffected feeling. Our 
coachful consisted of Rogers, Campbell, Colonel Stan- 
hope, Orlando (the Greek deputy), and myself. Saw a 
lady crying in a barouche as we turned out of George 
Street, and said to myself, " Bless her heart, whoever she 
is ! " There were, however, few respectable persons among 
the crowd; and the whole ceremony was anything but 
what it ought to have been. Left the hearse as soon as it 
was off the stones, and returned home to get rid of my 
black clothes, and try to forget, as much as possible, the 
wretched feelings I had experienced in them. Stanhope 
said in the coach, in speaking of the strange mixture of 
avarice and profusion which Byron exhibited, that he had 
heard himself say, " He was sure he should die a miser 
and a bigot." Hobhouse, to-day, mentioned as remark- 
able; the change in Byron's character when he went to 
Greece. Finding that there was ardour enough among 
them, but that steadiness was what they wanted, he in- 
stantly took a quiet and passive tone, listening to the dif- 
ferent representations made to him, and letting his judg- 
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ment be properly informed, before he either urged or took 
any decided course of action. Campbell's conversation in 
very bad taste ; among other subjects talked of poor Bowles, 
calling him " rascal," &c., upon which Rogers took him up 
very properly. Fixed with Stanhope to come to break- 
fast with Rogers on Wednesday. Walked with R. into 
the park, and met a soldier's funeral, which, in the full 
state my heart was in, affected me strongly. The air the 
bugles played was, " I'm wearing awa, like snow-wreaths 
in the thaw." Walked down to Paternoster Row, and 
dined with Rees. Told him I had consulted Rogers with 
respect to my applying to the family for materials, and 
that his decided opinion was, that I should make no such 
movement at present ; and that he thought I would rather 
injure my chance by doing so than otherwise. Rogers, by 
the by, in expressing this opinion to me, spoke as if there 
was something more in his mind than he chose to commu- 
nicate. He said, " I entreat of you to take no step of this 
kind tiU /release you. I have particular reasons for it." 
Have little doubt, though I did not say so to him, that this 
mystery relates to some plan of the family for settling the 
2000/. on little Tom. A la bonne heure; so I am not con- 
sulted on the subject, it is not for me to interfere. Went 
from Paternoster Row to call upon the Morgans. Found 
Lady Morgan half-dressed, and had the felicity of seeing 
the completion of her toilette ; looking, however, much 
more at her handmaid (Morgan's pretty daughter) than at 
herself. From thence went to Mrs. Story's, and supped 
with her. I and the girls went to Yauxhall : a most de- 
licious night. Rogers told me of Burke taking a tour on 
foot with his brother, and when they came to two branch- 
ing roads Burke held up his stick to decide which they 
should take. The stick said Bath. Burke went there and 
w-is married. 
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13th. Breakfasted at our new club, the Athenaeum. 
Galled on Mrs. Montgomerie, who had written to the Cot- 
tage to say she had a parcel from Lucy for me. Her ac- 
count of poor Lucy very disheartening: told me, and 
cried while she said so, that there was little hope of her 
getting through the autumn. Lucy's own account, how- 
ever, is much more cheering, and this I will try to believe. 
Gave me a little memorandum book, which L. sent by 
her for me. Walked about with Woolriche. Asked by 
Bennet to dine with him ; but dined with Rogers and his 
sister. Thence to the Opera, Lord Lansdowne having 
given me a ticket. Sat quietly, for a wonder, at the front 
of the pit, and heard almost the whole of the " Donna del 
Lago ; " Ronzi charming. In looking over Bogers's " Com- 
mon-place Book " with him this evening, found some highly 
curious records of his conversations with eminent men, par- 
ticularly Fox, Grattan, and the Duke of "Wellington. 
Grattan thought that Mr. Fox's best speeches were during 
the American war; his best time about 1779. Quoted 
several fine passages from Lord Chatham. " I care not 
from whence the wind comes," &c. &c. (which I must pro- 
cure from E.), and the passage about the intention of the 
Americans to resist, " I am pleased to hear," which Grattan 
thought surpassed anything in Demosthenes, " Mr. Pitt," 
said Grattan, "is a discreet man; he is right nine times 
for once that Mr. Fox is right, but that once of Mr, Fox 
is worth all the other nine times of Mr. Pitt." * * * 

14th. Breakfasted with Bogers to meet Leicester Stan- 
hope. Much talk about Lord Byron, of whom Stanhope 
saw a good deal at Missolonghi. Byron entirely guided in 
his views by Mavrocordato ; " a mere puppet in his hands ; " 
MavTocordato always teazing him for money, tiU Byron 
hated the very sight of him. The story of Byron's giving 

p 4 



216. DIAKY OP iMTXT.iS. 

four thousand pounds to raise the siege of Missolonghi 
not true. A little money goes an immense way in Greece. 
A hundred pounds might sometimes be the means of keep- 
ing a fleet or army together. Mavrocordato appointed B. 
to command the army of western Greece. Stanhope 
thought this appointment of a stranger injurious to the 
dignity of the Greek nation, and told B. so, which an- 
noyed him. S. expressed the same to some members of 
the Greek government, who said it was done by Mavro- 
cordato, without consulting them. In the passage from 
Cephalonia, the ship, aboard which were Count Gambia, 
Byron's servants, packages, &c. &c., was taken and carried 
into a Turkish port; but, by some management, got off again, 
Byron himself, next morning, at break of day, got close in 
with a Turkish frigate, which, however, took his small 
vessel for a fire-ship and sheered off. B. gave but little 
money. After his severe attack, when he was lying ner- 
vous and reduced in bed, insurrection took place among 
the Suliots, who would frequently rush into his bedroom 
to make their remonstrances. Byron would not have them 
shut out, but always listened to them with much good 
nature ; very gallant this. Asked Stanhope as to his 
courage, which I have sometimes heard the depreciating 
gossips of society throw a doubt upon ; and not long ago, 
indeed, was told of Lord Bathurst's saying, when some- 
body expressed an apprehension for Lord Byron's safety in 
G reece, " Oh, never fear, he will not expose himself to much 
danger." Stanhope said, on the contrary, he was always 
for rushing into danger; would propose one day to go 
in a fire-ship ; another time, to storm Lepanto ; would 
however, laugh at aU this himself afterwards, and say he 

wished that (some one, I don't know whom, that was 

expected to take a command) would come and supersede 
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him. Stanhope had several stormy conversations with 
him on business. In one of them Byron threatened to 
write a pasquinade against him ; and Stanhope begged 
him to do so, and he would give him a hundred pounds 
for the copyright. Said it was an extraordinary scene 
when the leeches had bit the temporal artery in his first 
attack ; the two physicians . squabbling over him, and he, 
weak as he was, joking at their expense. Capt. Parry 
was his favourite butt at Missolonghi. Went from Kogers 
to call on Charles Sheridan ; mentioned to him the objec- 
tions of the Longmans to the speech being given out of 
my hands ; said he had promised Lord FitzwUliam, and 
would rather break the agreement with the Longmans 
than fail in his word to him ; told me, however, I might 
delay giving the MS. a little longer, as Lord F. was told 
it could not be had, till I was quite done with it. Went 
off at two o'clock to the Chapter Coffee House, where 
Eees had got me a private room for the purpose of looking 
through the old pamphlets in search of something about 
Sheridan. Stayed there till five, but got very little. Dined 
at Longmans' : company. Archer (bookseller from Dub- 
lin), Abbot (the actor), Oldham (from the Bank of Ire- 
land), &c. &c. Oldham told some good Irish stories. Had 
fixed to go with Mrs. Story to VauxhaU, but a tremend- 
ous storm of rain, thunder, and lightning put it out of the 
question. 

15thi Breakfasted with Newton, and sat to him. Called 
upon Lady Lansdowne, who asked me to dine quietly with 
them, but was engaged to Rogers. Called, and sat some 
time with Lady Jersey, who also wished me to dine with 
her to meet Lord Grey ; found Agar Ellis there, who offered 
me a ticket for Garcia's benefit in the evening, if I would 
call for it at his house. Dined at Eogers's; company, 
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Newton, Kenny, and Leslie, the painter. Expected that 
Irving, who arrived to-day, would be of the party, but he 
dined with W. Spencer. Kenny brought to K.'s a copy of 
a letter from Trelawny, in which there is such a curious 
account of Lord Byron's conversation with him about his 
courage. "Went to the Opera ; sat in Mrs. A. EUis's box, 
and Lady Jersey's. Lord W. Russell in the latter, who 
talked about Woolriche, and praised him. The opera, 
" Semiramide ;" first time in England, and very imper- 
fectly performed. Interesting to see Rossini himself pre- 
siding in the orchestra, and his anxious looks at the choruses, 
&c. &c. 

16th. Breakfasted at Holland House. Asked Lord 
Holland several questions about Burke, suggested to me 
by reading Prior's " Life of Burke " on my way to town. 
Burke very anxious (Lord H. says) for the Coalition. 
The fifty-four articles of Impeachment against Fox were 
written by Burke before the separation. In his " History 
of the English Colonies," Burke suggested (Lord H. thinks} 
American taxation. Burke always a jobber. Advised me, 
in giving Sheridan's character, to take into account the 
much looser notions of conduct that existed in his times ; a 
strictness at the present day, of which they had not then 
any idea. The laxity of principle in the higher classes per- 
vaded all Europe, and might be traced to the dissolute Court 
of the Regent. The consequence was, the people lost their 
respect for the higher classes in France. Acknowledged 
that in England, George III., by the decency of his private 
life, and Mr. Pitt ("though a drunkard") by his freedom 
from the more glaring irregularities of high Kfe, kept up 
the tone of, moral conduct, and that so far Pitt did more 
service to England than Mr. Fox (though so much more 
amiable) could ever have done, because the example of 
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the latter rather tended in the other direction. Mr. Fox 
was never a member of the Friends of the People ; never a 
Reformer, in the sense of those who think the people have 
a ?right to change the representation. When he was for 
Reform in 1797, " meant really Revolution," because he 
thought that a Revolution of another kind was coming on, 
and preferred, of the two, a popular one. His speeches at 
the time prove this. Has papers, which if weU grounded, 
go to prove that the breach with Burke had such an 
effect on Mr. Fox, that but for party ties, he would at 
that time have left Parhament altogether ; the breach, if 
not brought about, considerably widened and embittered, 
by Sheridan, Grey, &c. Sat with Lady Holland some 
time in her own room. Joined by Lord H. and talked of 
Lord Byron. B. shocked by Lady H.'s calling her son 
Henry " hoppy-kicky," &c. His fancy and liking for per- 
sons who had this deformity; mentioned that Stanhope 
told me of his having taken into favour some Count in 
Greece who was thus deformed. Lord H. related the cir- 
cumstances of his speaking to Byron about the attack upon 
Lord Carlisle. Byron's horror when he mentioned the per- 
sonality of the line*, &c. which had never occurred to him 
before ; left him resolved to make an amende for it, and (as 
Lord HoUand supposes) in the dedication of the " Corsair" 
to me, which he was just then about to write. But the 
very next day came out the attack upon Byron in the " Cou- 
rier," which totally changed his conduct as he might be sup- 
posed (he feared) to have been bullied into the reparation 
of this abuse. Lord Holland's remark on the singularity of 
all the best writers of Comedy having written their plays 
so early in life. This would prove that Kveliness of fancy is 

* Alluding to a line on Lord Carlisle in " English Bards and Scotch 
Keviewers." — Ed. 
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more necessary for the task than knowledge of the world. 
Left them to meet Kenny by appointment. Lord Holland, 
by the by, having told me that when I came, in my " Life 
of Sheridan," to the period of the Whig Administration, he 
would (if I pleased) look over what I said on the subject, 
not for the purpose of communicating anything to me, 
which he could hardly do, but in order to prevent me from 
falling into error. Fixed with Kenny to meet Mrs. Shelley 
at breakfast with him to-morrow. Called upon Peter 
Moore, but ineffectually. Dined at Miss White's ; com- 
pany, Stratford Canning, Hallam, Captain Basil Hall, Lady 
C. Lindsay, Mrs. Tighe, and her sons ; agreeable enough. 
A good deal of talk about Burke. HaUam mentioned ^«e 
speeches of his, among which the choice was bewildered. 
Newton, Lrving, and others in the evening. Sung to as 
ugly a group of old damsels (with the exception of Lady 
Listowel) as ever were brought together. Irving said that 
I ought always, on such occasions, cry " Send out for some 
girls, and I'll sing for you." 

I7th. With Kenny a little after ten. Mrs. Shelley very 
gentle and feminine. Spoke a good deal of Byron ; his treat- 
ment of Leigh Hunt, by her account, not very good. Made 
some remarks upon him in a letter to Murray, which reached 
Hunt's ears, and produced an expostulation from him to 
Byron on the subject ; B.'s answer aristocratical and eva- 
sive. Asked her whom she thought this person could be, 
whom Sir Egerton Brydges had announced to the Long- 
mans as about to bring out a sort of Boswell diary of 
Byron's Conversations, having lived much with him, and 
noted down all he had said. Supposed it must be a Mr. 
Barry, a partner in the bank at Genoa, with whom Byron 
used to sit up, drinking brandy and water, and tell him 
every thing; did not think it could be Captain Med- 
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win. The Gulccioli refused a settlement from him (ten 
thousand pounds, I think). Spoke of the story of the girl 
in the Giaour. Founded (as B. has often told me) on the 
circumstance of a young girl, whom he knew himself in 
Greece, and whom he supposed to be a Greek, but who 
proved to be a Turk ; and who underwent on his account 
the punishment mentioned in the poem ; he met her body 
carried along in the sack. Must inquire of Lord Sllgo 
about this, as B. once showed me a letter of his upon the 
subject. Sung to Mrs. Shelley and Miss Holcroft, who was 
with Kenny. All walked together to Newton's, where we 
found Irving. Had despatched in the morning a note to 
Edward Moore to know whether I might ask Irving, New- 
ton, and Kenny to dine with him to-day ; answer, to say 
I might. Walked about with Irving ; called at Power's, 
&c. &c. Wrote to Mrs. Story to say we should all sup 
with her to-night. Dinner at Moore's (Fitzroy Stanhope 
making the sixth) very agreeable ; the supper rather too 
much after it. Kenny to-day mentioned Charles Lamb's 
being once bored by a lady praising to him " such a charm- 
ing man ! " &c. &c. ending with " I know him, bless him ! " 
on which Lamb said, " Well, I don't, but d — n him, at a 
hazard." Rogers yesterday, as an instance of broken me- 
taphors, quoted a line of Croker's In his " Talav6ra," " a 
column of the flower of France." 

18th. Breakfasted at the Athenaeum. CaUed upon 
Peter Moore, and found him at last. Told me a good 
deal about Sheridan, some of which I have noted in my 
memorandum books. Gave me the printed repoi;ts rela- 
tive to Drury Lane, and told me that Burgess has all the 
deeds of that property from the beginning. Must apply 
to him. Mentioned the art with which S. got possession 
of his friend Ironmonger's house at Leatherhead, advising 
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him to go to France, and he would take house, fur- 
niture, &c. &c. off his hands for five years. Ironmonger 
obliged to come home on account of Bonaparte's sortie 
from Elba, and had great difficulty in getting possession of 
his house again. Sheridan, he says, raised 30,000Z. by 
new shares. When S., after the theatre was ia Whit- 
bread's hands, went down to Stafford, they told him that 
if he could manage to raise 2500Z. it would secure his 
election; S. drew upon Whitbread for the sum, but it 
was refused. S. paid his way at Stafford most punctually, 
and I forget how much Moore said it had cost him ; must 
ask again. Took a hackney coach and went off to Pad- 
dington, in consequence of a note from Miss R. Walked 
about the garden with her for an hour. Waited on Pad- 
dington Green for Mrs. Story, who had promised to meet 
me in her carriage there; and then walked into town. 
Called at Power's. Newton and Irving came to my 
lodgings between five and six; and all went off together 
to dine at Lord Listowel's ; rather a dull party. 

19th. Off at a quarter before seven for home. Found 
all well on my return, and Mrs. Branigan stiU with 
Bessy, but Anastasia gone back to school. Forgot, by the 
by, to copy down from my pocket-book some things 
Rogers told me of Sheridan. S. said to him twice that 
every sentence in the " Stranger," as it is acted, was 
written by him. Can this be true? E. saw Sheridan's 
pantomime of " Robinson Crusoe," the first act of which 
was very good; Grimaldi, as "Friday," excellent. She- 
ridan annoyed at school by being called a player boy and 
an actor. Said he never saw Garrick on the stage ; never 
saw a play all through. Garrick played against the 
" Duenna," and some actor said, " The old woman will 
break the heart of the old man." Mr. Fox thought that 



JiTLT, 1824.] THOMAS MOORE. 223 

Tom Sheridan ought to have accepted the Kegistrarship, 
but some of the violent of the party (Lady R. Spencer, 
E. thinks, among others) advised the rejection of it. On 
some one asking S., after the Westminster Hall Speech, 
" Why he had mentioned the ' luminous page of Gibbon,'" 
he replied, with a wink, " I said voluminous." Hobhouse, 
at Byron's funeral, told me that he looked at the corpse at 
Hanson's desire, who thought it necessary some one be- 
sides himself should see it, and that there was hardly a 
trace of identity left. Could hardly believe it was he ; the 
, mustachios, the puffy face, the shaggy eye-brows, &c. 
The brains weighed a third or fourth more than is usual. 

20th to 26th. Set to work at Sheridan. Lord Lans- 
downe called on me this week (the 22nd I believe), and I 
walked part of the way home with him. Told me that 
before he left town he had a long statement and a heap of 
.papers from WUmot Horton on the subject of the money, 
stiU insisting that I had no right to pay the money, and 
that I ought to receive it back again. " I am afraid you 
will be angry with me (said Lord Lansdowne), but I 
gave it as my opinion that you ought to receive the money." 
On inquiring the new points in their statements which 
decided him for this opinion, I found that they had dwelt 
a good deal upon Murray's protest against being paid the 
.money, and that Lord L. in his answer told them he 
should have been a good deal embarrassed in coming to 
: the conclusion he did if there had been anything like a 
free acceptance of the money on Murray's part, as that 
would have been, so far, an acknowledgment of the right 
of property in me, on the total absence of which they 
furnished their argument for my taking back the money 
from him. On my mentioning now, however, to Lord L. 
that Murray (after a no very strong protest) not only took 



224 DIARY OF [iETAT. 45. 

the money himself, but ordered his clerk to bring the 
account of interest, &c. &c., and furnished me with the 
materials for drawing on Rogers for the amount ; not only 
this, but that he sent the draft to Rogers the next morning, 
in due course, for payment. Lord L. acknowledged that 
these circumstances materially changed the ground on 
which he gave his opinion, and said that he should lose no 
time in writing an explanatory letter to say so. Asked 
me to dine next Tuesday to meet Dumont. Sent to 
Power this week the poetry for two songs ; one, " Array 
thee, love, array thee ! " and the other, " As once a Grecian 
maiden wove." 

27th. Dined at Bowood : company, Dumont, Lord and 
Lady King, Hickson and Mahony (both from Ireland). 
It was mentioned that the Bishop of Limerick, in his late 
tedious speech, had his notes written on cards, and the 
Chancellor said to Lord L., " I have always hated cards, 
but never saw a pack I took such an aversion to as that." 
They thought the Bishop never would have done, and 
when he did stop. Lord Kiag cried out distinctly " bravo ! " 
Dumont, in talking of poetry, said, quoting from some one. 
La difficulte, cest la dixieme Muse. I mentioned some 
verses in which this is illustrated by the jet-d^eau, which is 
made stronger and higher by pressure. He remembered 
the verses, and repeated them. Came home at night. 

28th to Aug. 2nd. "Working at Sheridan. Lady Lans-_ 
downe called one of these days, and asked us to dine next 
Tuesday to meet the Hollands, who came on Monday. 
Bessy had gone to Bowles's to hear some music from the 
Moravians. Had a letter from John Scully, informing 
me that the author of " Rock Detected " is the Rev. Mr. 
Mortimer O'Sullivan, so that I guessed right. Expressed 
great admiration of " Captain Rock," which he says will do 
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more for the fame of its author and the good of Ireland 
than any book that ever was published." 

3rd. Bessy and I dined at Bowood; she not a little 
alarmed at the encounter with Lady Holland, who, how- 
ever, was all graciousness to her. Some ludicrous verses 
quoted at dinner ; among others the following by Rogers 
on Theophilus : — 

» 
When Tm drinking my tea 
I think of my The, 
When I'm drinking my coffee 
I think of my Offee ; 
So, whether I'm drinking my tea or my coffee, 
I'm always a thinking of thee, my Theoffy. 

Lord H. mentioned some one being defied to find a rhyme 
for Carysfort ; and writing — 

Fm writing a note to my uncle Carysfort, 

He has got the gout, and is gone to Paris for 't. 

In talking of people who prepared their conversation. 
Lord Lansdowne mentioned a Frenchman who once dined 
at his father's, and who, taking him aside when they stood 
up from dinner, said, " There are one or two things which 
I had prepared to say to-day ; but as there was not time 
or opportunity to bring them in, I will, if you will aUow 
me, tell them now to you." In the evening talked with 
Lord HoUand about Sheridan. Burke, though very 
magnanimous in forwarding Mr. Fox when he appeared 
in the arena of politics, did not feel the same to Sheridan, 
but regarded him with great jealousy. There are proofs. 
Lord H. says, that Burke, after leaving office upon Rock- 
ingham's death, was negotiating for a sinecure place with 
Lord J. Cavendish, who stayed in some time after him for 
the transaction of business; the proof of this is in the 
unpublished " Memoirs of Walpole," which Lord H. has in 
VOL. IV. Q 
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his possession. Sheridan's strong wish to make his power 
felt in politics grew still stronger in his latter days from 
vanity and disappointment. Lord H. knows of no regular 
application from S. to see Mr. Fox when he was dying ;. 
never heard of his refusing to see him; though, at the 
same time, is sure that he would not have liked it. Thinks 
Sheridan was slow in argument ; did not all at once see 
your drift. Looked over the new etchings to the story of 
" Fridolin" with Bessy, while Lady Holland explained 
the story. Came away before ten, promising to go to 
luncheon to-morrow. 

4th. Went to Bowood at two ; met by Rogers half- 
way. Sat with Lady Holland, Rogers, and Allen in the 
garden talking. Offered Lady H. our little pony-chaise 
for to-morrow. Went with Lady Lansdowne and Mary 
Fox into the garden to eat strawberries. Lady H. and 
Rogers anxious that I should stay dinner, but, though 
having a general invitation, did not like to do so without 
a special one. Stayed till five o'clock, when Lady L. very 
kindly pressed me to stay, and ordered Rogers not to let 
me go ; but I felt somehow as if I had forced the invita- 
tion from her by staying so late, and thought it better to 
come away. Found Bessy at Phipps's waiting for me, 
and the Phippses just sitting down to dinner. Joined 
them at it, and returned home early. Lady Holland, to- 
day, spoke highly of Bessy's beauty. 

5th. Drove in the gig to breakfast at Bowood. Talked 
with Lord H. and R. afterwards about Sheridan. Ques- 
tion as to the things I might tell. Rogers mentioned that 
S.'s father said, " Talk of the merit of Dick's comedy ! 
There's nothing in it. He had but to dip the pencil in 
his own heart, and he'd find there the characters of both 
Joseph and Charles," Lord H. thought I might intro- 
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duce this as an exemplification of the harsh feeling the 
father had towards him, which was such that " he even 
permitted himself to say," &c. &c. Must say something 
kind "of Tom Sheridan ; his case a hard one ; brought up 
amid aU the splendour attached to his father's name, and 
the extravagance of his mode of living ; left without edu- 
cation or example, yet turning out so amiable. Lord H. 
mentioned a letter from the Prince to the King, after the 
first Kegency question, exculpating himself; has a copy ; 
does not think it has been printed. At the time of Mr. 
Fox's assertion about the Prince's marriage with Mrs. F., 
the Prince wanted Grey to contradict it, but Grey re- 
fused ; upon which the Prince said " Then I must get 
Sheridan to say something." The Prince did authorize 
Mr. Fox to contradict the marriage, though he after- 
wards denied it. Lord H. saw a letter from Monkton 
in answer to an appeal S. made to him, and saying, that 
BO far was S. from being under any pecuniary obligation 
to him (Monkton), that if the balance was fairly struck, 
it would prove to be rather the other way. His pride 
on being told by some physician that he had a very large 
heart. The Prince's reason for not going near Sheridan 
latterly was, that he feared his influence over him. The 
Prince, when the King last went mad, kept aloof from 
the Whigs, which Lord H. now thinks he was right in, 
though they all thought differently then. Never saw 
even S., though S. wished to have it supposed he did. S, 
latterly, though having his house in SavUle Row, lived 
at an hotel, and used to chuckle at the idea of the 
bailiffs watching fruitlessly for him in SavUle Row. 
" They talk (says S. one day to Lord H.) of avarice, lust, 
ambition, as great passions. It is a mistake ; they are 
little passions. Vanity is the great commanding passion 

a 2 
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of all. It is this that produces the most grand and heroic 
deeds, or impels to the most dreadful crimes. Save me 
but from this passion, and I can defy the others. They 
are mere urchins, but this is a giant." Proposed to Lord 
Lansdowne to stay dinner, and he said he expected I 
would. When I told Lady Holland why I did not stay 
yesterday, she said, I guessed it was so ; England is the 
only country where such things could happen." Walked 
with Dimiont and Rogers. D. mentioned Piron's reply 
to Voltaire, on his boasting that he did not hiss his tra- 
gedy, Quand on bailie, on ne siffle pas. Rogers quoted 
Lord Chatham's saying, on some motion which he made 
and in which nobody seconded him, " My lords, I stand 
alone ; my lords, I stand like our first parent, naked but 
not ashamed." Name of a novel, " Delia, by the author of 
Julia." It was at Osterley, the parish (?) where Child 
lived, and where Sheridan had a house, that he wrote the 
sermon for O'Beirne to preach; poor O'Beirne throwing 
his voice most pointedly into Child's pew. Child had 
leen harsh in punishing some poor person for making 
free with a few vegetables ; and the text (R. says, though 
this differs from O'Beirne's own account to me) was " it is 
easier for a camel," &c. &c. A storm coming on before 
dinner. Lady L. begged I would send home to say I 
should sleep at Bowood ; I did so. Our pony chaise used 
to-day by Lady Holland in going over the pleasure- 
grounds ; the set-out excellent ; the poor pony led slowly 
along, with Allen walking on one side of the procession 
and Dumont on the other. 

6th. After breakfast had again some conversation with 
Lord H. about Sheridan. S.'s comparison of Lord Sid- 
mouth's administration to Theseus, taken from a letter of 
Gilbert Wakefield to Mr. Fox. Looked for " Wake- 
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field's Letters" in the library, and after a long search 
found it. The letter in which this was is evidently omitted, 
but Mr. Fox, in his answer, alludes to it; and LordH. 
clearly recollects having seen it, and heard his uncle read 
it. Told me a good deal about Sheridan's conduct in the 
jEirst negotiation of Lords Grey and Grenville for coming 
into power after the Regency; their remonstrance, and 
Sheridan's representations to the Regent upon it; all of 
which I have written down in one of my memorandum 
books. Also a whole account of Canning's early connec- 
tion with Sheridan, which I have written down in the 
same book. Lord H. mentioned a translation which ho 
had just made of a Greek epigram, but did not recollect 
nor know where to find the original. It struck me I had 
quoted it in the notes on Anacreon, and that it was written 
by some poet whose name began with an A. Looked 
through the index of the Anthologia, but could not find it. 
Walked home at two, and Rogers accompanied me to the 
Cottage ; looked over Bessy's books, kissed the children, 
and was very amiable. 

7tL Interrupted by visitors aU the morning ; Bowles, 
with Archdeacon Nares, Nugent, &c. &c. What am I 
to do? 

8th and 9th. Contrived to send off yesterday two songs to 
Power ; one with music of my own, " When the Balaika; " 
and the other words for Bishop to set, " I come from a 
land in the sun-bright deep." 

10th. Worked at Sheridan a little. Lords Holland, 
Lansdowne, and Belgrave, called near our dinner-time ; 
was denied to them. Lord H. left weird that he meant to 
leave Bowood to-morrow morning. 

11th. Drove over to Bowood at ten in the morning. 
Told Lord H. that the verses I meant were those by 

Q 3 
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Ariphron, 'Tryisia, nrpsff^vra fia/capcov. Saw the Hollands 
off before twelve. Talked with Kogers and Lord John 
(who arrived on Sunday last); talked of Chatham. Rogers 
quoted what he said when commenting on a speech of the 
king's, which was known to be the joint composition of 
Lord Holland and Lord Mansfield * ; " Here rolls the 
Rhone, black, turbid, and rapid; while here steals the 
Saone, whispering, with flowers on its banks." People 
used to repeat these beautiful things that Lord C. had 
said as they walked up Parliament Street. Pitt's style 
very unlike ; more suited to business. Courtney said 
of Pitt's speeches, that " they were like Lycurgus's money 
ihat did not pass out of Sparta;" this very pretty, but not 
true, as Pitt's speeches did tell through the country. 
Lord John proposed to me to go to Longleat, when he 
and the Durazzos go there from Bowood ; shall do so if 
I do not go to the Salisbury music meeting. Rogers sets 
off to-morrow for town. 

12th. After writing a few sentences of Sheridan, set 
off to dine at Bowood, Bessy leaving me there, in her way 
to BuckhiU. Company, Lord Belgrave and Lady Eliza- 
beth, Lord John, and the Durazzos. Lord L. told me in 
the evening that old Sheridan once gave a very bad cha- 
racter of Richard Brinsley to his father Lord Shelburne ; 
said he was a person not to be trusted. Lord S. met old 
Sheridan out riding when he had this conversation with 
him ; and it happened on the very day of the dismissal of 
Lord North's administration ; Lord S. finding on his return 
home, the message relative to the formation of a new one. 
Talked with him of the opinions of Fox on the Regency ; 
Pitt's evident exultation when Fox committed himself in 

* More properly, I believe, Mr. Fox (afterwards Lord Holland) 
and the Duke of Newcastle. — Ed. 
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his first speech on that subject; slapped his thigh in triumph, 
and said to some near him (from whom Lord L., as well 
as I could understand, heard it), " I'll unwhig the gen- 
tleman for the rest of his life." Sung a good deal ; tried 
over some Italian things with Madame Durazzo. Slept 
, there. 

, 13th. At breakfast, Madame Durazzo, in talking of 
poor Miss Bathurst (who was drowned at Rome), men- 
tioned that Talleyrand in reading an account of it (in which 
, it was said that her uncle plunged in after her, and that 
M. Laval was in the greatest grief), said, " M. de Laval 
aussi s'est phnge, mais dans la plus profonde douleur." 
Walked home, the Lansdownes having made it a point that 
1 should return to dinner. Bowles came about our lodg- 
ings for Salisbury Music Meeting ; but Bessy has given 
up her desire to go. Walked back in the rain to Bowood; 
the same party as yesterday. Singing in the evening. Slept 
there. Went after breakfast, with the ladies, on the roof 
of the house, to see the prospect ; visited, too, all the bed- 
rooms. Lady E. Belgrave having expressed a wish for a 
verse of " Oh, come to me, when dayhght sets," written out 
by myself, did it for her. Lord John told me that Crabbe 
(who was here the beginning of the week, and whom I 
had but a glimpse of,) said that I was " a great poet when 
I liked." My pony carriage arrived to .take Lord John 
and me to the christening of our little RusseU, which he 
had fixed for to-day; after the ceremony. Lord John 
lunched with us. Showed him some parts of my Sheridan 
work, which he seemed to like. Told me he had heard 
from Dudley North (one of the managers of Hastings' trial), 
that when the managers used to retire to take any doubtful 
point into consideration, Burke used to say, " Now let us 
defer to the superior wisdom of Mr. Fox." Drove Lord 

q4 
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John back to Bowood, and returned to dinner. Mentioned 
what Brougham said lately, in allusion to the adoption by 
the Ministers of all the Whig measures, " The fact is, we 
are in power, and they are in place." Had some people, 
Hughes, Phipps, &c. to tea and supper ; sung for them ; a 
Miss Miller, too, sung some French songs very sweetly. 
The Lansdownes have invited Bessy to dine to-morrow, 
but she does not seem inclined to it ; " Tell h'er," Lord L. 
said to-day, " we have nothing to offer her but a haunch 
of venison, and Lord John." 

14th. Sent an excuse to Bowood. Worked at She- 
ridan. 

15th. Lord John and the Durazzos called in their way 
•to Longleat. Madame Durazzo full of amiable praises of 
every thing she saw ; the children, library, &c. &c. Wanted 
to take me out with them, but I promised to join them on 
Thursday. Walked with Bessy in the evening. 

16th. Writing away. Luttrel and his sister, Mrs. Scott, 
called ; had invited them and Nugent to come to dine to- 
morrow, but they go to Longleat. Received a very amus- 
ing letter from Washington Irving. 

17th. Writing a little. Began a song for Power on a 
subject from " Valerius Placcus ;" the transformation of 
CEa into an island. 

19th. Set off in my pony carriage to go to Longleat; 
arrived at Warminster about three ; lunched, and left that 
in a chaise for Longleat. Approach to the house by this 
road very magnificent. Found Crabbe just going out to 
walk, when I arrived ; joined him ; the gardens about the 
house beautiful. Company at dinner ; the Durazzos, Lord 
John, Lady Clarendon, Luttrel, and Nugent, Miss Copley, 
Lascelles and Lady Louisa, and the Belgraves. Rather 
stiff and formal during dinner ; the silence of the master 
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of the house, and the largeness of the company naturally- 
producing this effect, Crabhe told me of his visit to Wal- 
ter Scott while the King was in Edinburgh ; the King 
drinking a glass of wine with Scott to the health of the 
Ladies of Edinburgh, on being presented by him with 
some offering from them ; Scott's begging of the King to 
allow him to have the glass as a memorial ; and his letting 
it fall and break to pieces just as he reached his own door 
with it. Crabbe said this seemed to be a prognostic of the 
disfavour which he fell into with the King, who did not 
appear to like his pushing himself forward so officiously. 
Talking in the evening with Luttrel on some peculiar 
phrases of the Scotch ; they say a man is married upon 
such a one. Sung, Lady Louisa joining me in some 
things ; and so did Lord Belgrave. The first appearance 
of formality vanished, and all very agreeable. Lady Bath 
cried at " Oft in the stilly night," and was obliged to leave 
the room ; told me afterwards it was because this song had 
been frequently sung to her by her sister, Mrs. Seymour, 
who is not expected to live long. 

20th. After breakfast walked through the grounds with 
Lord John and Madame Durazzo ; she very agreeable. 
Lord J. mentioned what Voltaire said in his answer to an 
address presented to him by the College of some little town 
which called itself ^lle de V Universite de Paris. " I have 
no doubt of it," said Voltaire, " and certainly 2ifille ires sage, 
qui r^a fait jamais purler d'elle," Lord John reminded 
me of the circumstance mentioned by Lord Byron in his 
" Memoirs," of his receiving a letter from some young girl, 
dying in a consumption, who said she could not go out of 
the world, without thanking him for all the pleasure his 
works had given her," &c. &c. Talking of mistakes 
made by private actors ; " I would'nt give that for you 
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(snapping his fingers)," being all spoken, stage directions 
and all, in the same manner. The old Lord Lansdowne, 
in some private plays, always said, " I'll spoil your intrigue 
(aside) ;" pronouncing intrigue, too, as three syllables. I 
mentioned the actor who could never be got to say, " stand 
by, and let the cofiin pass," but, instead of it, always said 
" stand by, and let the parson cough." Had music again 
in the evening ; Lady Louisa sung " Dost thou remem- 
ber," with me, very sweetly. Lady Bath mentioned the 
ridiculous anecdote Madame de Genlis tells of her losing 
her way between London and Dartford ; and promised to 
look for the book it is in to show it to me. Looked over 
with Lord John Russell, to-day, some of the proof-sheets 
of his new work. 

21 St. After breakfast prepared to set out with M. and 
Madame Durazzo to see Fonthill, and attend mass at 
Wardour to-morrow. Lord John stays in the meantime 
at Longleat, and will meet us in our way back to Bowood 
at Warminster, on Monday. Lady Bath produced Ma- 
dame Genlis's book ; and on my asking her for the loan of 
it, begged me to keep it entirely. It is evident, I think, 
from her account of her nocturnal wanderings, and the 
proceedings that followed, that it was all a concocted 
trick of Sheridan's to keep her some time longer in 
England. Set off between one and two; arrived about 
four at Hindon. Despatched the letter we had from 
Lord Lansdowne to Lord Arundell, accompanied by one 
from myself, asking the hour of mass to-morrow. Set 
off for Fonthill; and to make sure of our admission 
there, drove first to Bennet's. No one at home but 
Anna, who represented her father's hospitality most wor- 
thily ; asked me where we meant to sleep, and on my 
Baying at Hindon (though she knew neither who nor how 
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many were the party), exclaimed, " That is impossible ; 
papa and mamma will be home from Salisbury in an hour 
or two, and you must all come here." Despatched a man 
and horse, bearing a note to Captain Philipps (the agent 
of Farquhar), in consequence of which he attended us, 
and showed us marked civility. Durazzo's astonishment 
at the oddity of Fonthill, exclaiming at every step, Je ne 
conqois pas. Un homme doit avoir le diable au corps pour 
batir une maison comme qa. Heturned to the inn at seven ; 
a good plain dinner. Durazzo went soon to bed, and left 
me with Madame, who was very agreeable. Gave me a 
whole account of the delirium which followed a typhus 
fever she had some years since ; and which lasted so long 
after the fever, that it was thought her mind was gone. 
Her idea all the while was that angels were inviting and 
opening heaven to her; while the restraints under which 
she was kept prevented her from enjoying that happiness. 
Music the only thing that did her good ; used to cry when 
she heard it; sung airs of her own during the time, to 
words of Metastasio and Shakspeare that she had in her 
memory. Notes from Lady ArundeU, who had just re- 
turned from the music meeting, offering us accommodation 
at Wardour, and saying that mass would be at half-past 
ten in the morning. 

22nd. Set off for Wardour after breakfast. Received 
very kindly by the Arundells. Bowles there, having come 
over from Salisbury ; attended mass with us, which Durazzo 
could not understand. Bowles, himself, said to me, as we 
knelt together, " Only think of my being on my knees beside 
' Captain Rock ' at mass." The singing, to a fine organ, 
very good. Lady ArundeU herself joining in it. Bowles 
remarked the effect of the light falling on her face as she 
sung. A most barbarous explication of the Gospel given 
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by the priest ; entering into particulars about tbe personal 
appearance and manners of Christ ; almost said as much as 
that he was very gentlemanlike; and read the whole of 
the old spurious letter to prove that, though some repre- 
sented him as despicable in his appearance, he was very 
good looking. Went to see the old castle, and started at 
half-past two, Madame Durazzo in very beautiful alarm 
and despair at the idea of arriving so late at Bowood. 
Took up Lord John at Warminster, where he had been 
waiting long enough to read the whole " Dunciad" through. 
Wished me to go on to Bowood with them; but as I 
passed my own door, thought it better to stop there > 
found the Phippses, and dined off cold meat. Have 
written at intervals during these few days past three or 
four verses about CEa. 

23rd, Had a note from Lord Lansdowne, asking me 
to take a parting dinner with the Durazzos and Lord 
John to-morrow; promised to go. Luttrel and Nugent 
called in passing by, on their way from Longleat. 

24th. Sent Power the song I had written. Walked 
over to Bowood : company, the Hopes, Durazzos, &c. &c. 
Sung in the evening. Lady Lansdowne had ordered 
Asioli's duets, and made Mad. Durazzo and I try several 
of them over together. Sung also my own national duets, 
" Come to me when daylight sets," and " Dost thou re- 
member ? " Intended to return home to-night, and Wil- 
liam had come for me with the lantern ; but they pressed 
me so much to stay and see Lord John off in the morning, 
that I could not refuse. William told me that the pony 
had kicked this evening with Mrs. Phipps, and broken the 
little carriage ; so there is an end of poor Bessy's driving, 
as I cannot now in conscience ask her to venture again. 
Lord Lansdowne asked me to show him Irving's letter. 
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Luttrel and Lord John having told him how clever and 
lively it was. 

25th. Lord John and the Durazzos off, after breakfast, 

to Middleton. Luttrel anxious for me to go to Lord 

Bathurst's next week, Seymour Bathurst having begged 

him, before he left Longleat, to try and persuade me to 

it. Should like to go, if it were only for the fun of the 

thing, de m^y voir, as the Doge said. Luttrel walked 

home with me. Called at Phipps's on our way to see the 

pony carriage, which was still there, Mrs. P. doubting 

whether I should wish to have the circumstance known 

to Bessy ; thought it better, however, that she should be 

told. Sent off an invitation to Luttrel's sister, Mrs. Scott, 

and her husband, to meet L. and Nugent at dinner with 

us on Friday. William, our servant, iU, from the fright 

of the pony kicking last night. On my saying that I 

thought the strong beer at Bowood might have something 

to do with it, Luttrel said, " Yes, he's aleing, I suppose." 

Saw him back a good part of the way, 

26th. Worked away a little at Sheridan. 
27th. Luttrel, Nugent, Mrs. Scott, and Luttrel's son 
came to dinner ; Mr. Scott, himself, being engaged. Luttrel 
had put his joke about " aleing " into verse : — 

Come, come, for trifles never stick, 

Most servants have a failing : 
Yours, it is true, are sometimes sick, 

But mine are always aleing. 

Our dinner very ill drest, which was rather provoking, as 
Luttrel is particular about the cuisine; it had no effect, 
however, either on his wit or good humour, for he was 

highly agreeable Remarked many unaccountable 

things in L-eland : plenty of plovers, but no plovers' eggs ; 
chaises in abundance, but no return ones, &c. &c. The 
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Lansdownes' carriage brought Luttrel and Nugent to 

dinner, but they walked home, with the assistance of my 

lantern 

28th. "Wrote before I got out of bed, a parody on 

Horace's Sic te Diva potens Cypri, addressed to the lantern 

that I lent Luttrel last night : — 

So may the Cyprian queen above, 
The mother of that link-boy Love ; 
So may each star in Heaven's dome, — 

Those patent Smethursts of astronomy, — 
That light poor rural diners home. 

After a dose of bad gastronomy ; 
So may each winter wind that blows 

O'er down or upland, steep or level, 
And most particularly those 

That blow round corners like the devil ; 
Respect thee, oh ! thou lantern bright, 

By which for want of chaise and Houhwynmm, 
I trust my Luttrel home to-night ', 

With half a poet's larder in him. ^ 

That bard had brow of brass, I own ^, 

Who first presumed, the hardened sinner, 
To ask fine gentlemen from town 

To come and eat a d^d bad dinner ; 
Who feared not leveret, black as soot *, 

Like roasted Afric, at the head set 
(And making tow'rds the duck at foot, 

The veteran duck, a sort of dead set) ; 
Whose nose could stand such ancient fish 

As that we at Devizes purvey — 
Than which I know no likelier dish ' 

To turn one's stomach topsy-turvy. 

' Navis, qtise tibi creditum 

Debes Virgilium — 
2 Et serves animse dimidium meas. 
' lUi robur et S8S triplex 

Circa pectus erat. 

* Nee timuit praecipitem Africum. 
^ Quo non arbiter Adrise 
Major, toUere seu ponere vult freta. 
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Oh ! dying of an indigestion, 
To him was quite out of the question ^, 
Who could behold unmoved, unbother'd. 
Shrimps in sour anchovy smother'd '' ; 
Who, venturous wight, no terror had 
Of tart old pies, or puddings sad ; 
Who could for eatables mistake, 

Whate'er the cook had mess'd up blindly ; 
And e'en, like famish'd Luttrel, take 

To infamous Scotch collops ^ kindly. 

Sent off this to L. ; and dined at the Phippses ; company, 
EstcourtSj LockeSj Fishers, &c. &c. Sung for them in the 
evening. 

29th. A note early from Lord Lansdowne, to say that 
Capt. Basil Hall, who is at Bowood, wishes much to see 
me ; and that if I cannot come over to-day to either 
luncheon or dinner, he will call upon me to-morrow. An- 
swered that I would come to dinner to-day. Walked over 
at five. Went to Luttrel's room; and found he had 
written the following answer to my parody, with which he 
seemed pleased, particularly with the serves animce dimi- 
dium, and Quo non arbiter Adrice : — 

A fine feast is a farce and a fable. 

As often, dear Moore, we have found it ; 

Prithee, what is the farce on a table 

To the Fair who sit sparkling around it ? 

I see not what you 'd be to blame for 

Though your coofc were no dab at her duty ; 

In your cottage was all that we came for, 
Wit, poetry, friendship, and beauty ! 

And then, to increase our delight 

To a fullness all boundaries scorning, 
We were cheer'd with your lantern at night, 

And regaled with your rhymes the next morning. 

H. L. 

^ Quem mortis timuit gradum, — 
' Qui fixis oculis monstra natantia. 
8 Infames scopulos ; or as it ought evidently to be read, colhpos, 
N.B. Luttrel eat only of a dish of this kind at dinner. 
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Company, only Capt. Basil HaU, Luttrel, and Nugent, 
and an ad interim tutor of Kerry's. HaU mentioned a 
good phrase of some American, to whom Sir A. Ball had 
been very civil at Malta, " most grateful for all the kind- 
ness shown to himself and his wife ; and hoped some time 
or another to have an opportunity of retaliating upon Lady 
Ball." Luttrel mentioned some Irish member (Crosbie, I 
believe) who in speaking of some one in the House, said, 
" Sir, if I have any partiality for the Hon. Gentleman, it 
is against him." Hall gave me, before I came away, a 
journal written by his sister. Lady De Lancy, containing 
an account of the death of her husband at Waterloo, and 
her attendance upon him there, they having been but three 
months married. Walked home; took the narrative to 
bed with me to read a page or two, but found it so deeply 
interesting, that I read tUl near two o'clock, and finished 
it; made myself quite miserable, and went to sleep, I 
believe, crying. Hall said he would call upon me to- 
morrow. 

30th. Had but an hour or two of study before HaU 
came ; asked him to dine with us ; said he had thought of 
reaching Badminton (the Duke of Beaufort's) to dinner, 
but would stay. The Scotts caUed, and wished me to fix 
a day, this week, to dine with them ; but as T stiU thought 
of going to Lord Bathurst's, begged them to defer it. Hall 
said he had written every word in his last book (Account 
of ChUi) seven times over. 

31st. At work. 

September 1st. Dined at Locke's, Bessy and I; 
the weather flamingly hot. Company, the Phippses, 

M , Edmonston, and the Frederick Bouveries. Sung 

in the evening, to the accompaniment of M 's 

creaking shoes, and chatter, which ^never stops. This 
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parson an amazing nuisance in society, though said to be 
an excellent man at home ; ought to stay there. Bessy 
quite indignant at his rudeness during my singing ; good 
girl for so being. 

2nd, 3rd, &c. Nothing remarkable; hard at work. 
Sent Power two poems for Bishop to set for the Greek 
work. Lord Lansdowne called and arranged for our going 
together to the Book-Club dinner, on Wednesday next. 

8th. "Walked over to Bowood to dress, and went with 
Lord L. to the Book-Club dinner at Chippenham. About 
fourteen or sixteen people. Made to follow Lord L. out 
of the room, and sat next him. Mentioned Sir B. Roche 
sayiQg energetically in the House, " Mr. Speaker, I'll an- 
swer boldly in the affirmative. No." Joy (who was Pre- 
sident) told us he was by at the memorable scene between 
Fox and Burke. Said that there were a number of people 
in the House affected to tears. In proposing new books 
after the dinner, a member from the bottom of the table 
said, " There is a book called ' Kock Detected,' which I 
should like to propose ;" upon which I said immediately, 
" Mr. President, I second that motion." I added, how- 
ever, that they need not go to the expense of buying a 
copy, as I had one quite at their service. Left between 
nine and ten. In talking of neatness of execution being 
the sine qua non in epigrams, Lord L. mentioned one as 
rather happy in its structure. I forget the exact words, 
but it was something 

(The hearer) " Perplexed ' 

'Twixt the two to determine ; 
' Watch and pray,' says the text, 

' Go to sleep,' says the sermon." 

Wished me to dine with him on Friday, but have a half 
engagement to Scott. 

VOL. IV. E 
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9th and 10th. Heading and ■writing. 

11th. Dined with the Scotts, who changed their day. 
Was in Devizes early, and drew on the Longmans for lOOZ. 
at three months. Company at Scott's ; the Salmons, and 
Edmonston ; rather agreeable. Wet, stormy night ; meant 
to have walked all the way home, but on arriving at De- 
vizes, found it too bad, and took a chaise. 

12th. Walked over to Bowood to see the Lansdownes, 
who go to-morrow to the Isle of Wight. Told them of a 
long letter I had had from Fielding, who expects to be in 
England at Christmas. Lady L. said it was entirely Cap- 
tain Hall's anxiety to see Bessy that made him persist in 
caUing upon me on Monday. 

13th. At work. 

14th. Went to Bath with Bessy for commissions ; took 
Tom and Russell ; our dear Anastasia quite well. Home 
before seven. Had an invitation from the Arundells to go 
over there to-day, but sent an excuse. 

15th. Bowles called. Asked him to return to dinner 
with us, which he did. Is going peU-meU into controversy 
again ; Bosooe has exposed a carelessness of his with regard 
to one of Pope's letters, which he is going to write a 
pamphlet to explain. Mentioned an acquaintance of his, 
of the name of Lambert, who took a fancy to go to Egypt. 
When he came back, some one said to him, " Well, Lam- 
bert, what account of the Pyramids ? " " The Pyramids ! 
what are they ? I never heard of them ! " Was called, 
ever after. Pyramid Lambert. Fixed for us to come to 
him next Monday, to his Moravian Concert. Have re- 
ceived a pretty seal ring (a Lough Neagh pebble) from 
Ireland ; the device an Irish harp, with my own words, 
" Dear harp of my country," round it. 

16th to 19th. Working away at Sheridan. Sent Power 
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two tMngs for the Greek work, "Lonely Man of Athos," 
and " When thou art nigh ;" the latter my own music. A 
flourishing speech of Shiel about me in the Irish papers. 
Says I am " The first poet of the day," and " join the beauty 
of the bird of paradise's plumes to the strength of the 
eagle's wing." 

20tL Had a chaise to go over to Bremhill. Stopped 
at Bowood on my way to get a volume of Burke's works. 
Found Bowles and his party fiddling away most indus- 
triously ; besides the Moravians, who were six in number, 
there was Mr. Humphreys of Chippenham, and Mr. Fen- 
wick, a parson. Had a card of the concert printed, in 
which I was set down both as composer and singer. The 
whole day highly amusing. Set to music again after din- 
ner. Slept there. 

21st. Bowles showed me after breakfast the names in 
the " Tales of the Genii," that were transpositions of the 
author's (Ridley's) friends. EUor for EoUe, and Phesor 
Geneps for Joseph Spence. Lowth, another great friend 
of Spence's, who has inscribed to him his fine poem, " The 
choice of Hercules," in his work. Bowles took Bessy in the 
carriage as far as Bucklull,»where she meant to pass the 
day ; I walked about alone. Went to take a look at a 
pretty cottage there which I should like to have ; then got 
the key of the pleasure grounds at Bowood, and sauntered 
about them in the sunshine, writing a few sentences of 
Sheridan till three o'clock, when I joined Bessy at dinner 
with Mrs. Hughes. The little ones came there to us in 
the evening, and all walked home together. Find that 
there is some pamphlet published (and mentioned in " John 
Bull,") which accuses me of having borrowed my trans- 
lation of Anacreon from another translation. 

B 2 
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22d to SOth. Eooting among Steridan's papers, and 
scribbling. A letter from Corry, mentioning the accusation 
of plagiary against me in my Anacreon. The translation 
which I am accused of plundering is by Ogle, and it is odd 
enough if there should be (as Corry seems to intimate) any 
coincidences between us, as this is the first time I ever 
heard of such a translation. 

Oct. 1st. Saw Bessy and Tom in the evening at Buck- 
hill, where she went to sleep, for the purpose of being able 
to see the cottage at Calne to-morrow. Called on Mrs. P. 
on my way back. 

2nd. Set oif to walk to Buckhill at half past ten. Ar- 
rived at the cottage at Calne, where I found Bessy and 
Hughes, at a quarter to twelve ; good walking. The cot- 
tage very pretty, but the pleasure ground too extensive 
for our means, and every symptom of damp and smoking 
about the house. Dined at Hughes's, having walked to 
Bowood before dinner to look over some books. The last 
day I was there I gave half a sovereign to the wrong house- 
maid, and was therefore obliged to correct the erratum to- 
day, by giving ditto to the right one. Walked home with 
Bessy (for whom it was far too much) in the evening. 
Sent out some invitations for a dinner on Tuesday next. 

3rd. Working at songs for Power. 

4th. Sent off two songs to Power. " When on the lip 
the sigh delays," and " Here take my heart ;" the latter 
with music of my own to it. The Phippses in the evening 
to tea and supper. 

12th. Keogived a letter from Corry to say he had ar- 
rived at Bristol on his way to me, and hoped to be with us 
to-day. , Rather puzzled about our engagement to Locke 
and the ball, but wrote to Locke to say that if Corry came, 
in time, we would take him with us. He arrived just as 
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we were going, and most good humouredly consented to 
go with. us. Dinner more agreeable than usual ; having 
another Irishman to back me I made play, and we had a 
good deal of laughing. Danced a quadrille at the ball with 
a little blonde, who quite justified the name Mr. Barry 
Cornwall the poet gives to her sex in general, " White 
creatures ! " Bessy danced all night and enjoyed herself 
exceedingly. Home at two. Corry and I had our beakers 
and to bed. 

13th. Corry gave us amusing accounts of my dear Mo- 
ther's anxiety about me, and his making her laugh through 
her tears. Walked him over to Bowood ; sorry the Lans- 
downes are not at home to receive him. In looking at the 
cascade, he mentioned what Plunkett said, when some one 
praising his waterfall, exclaimed, " Why, it's quite a ca- 
taract." " Oh, that's aU my eye," said Plunkett. A de- 
licious day. In the evening showed him Sheridan's MSS. 
of the " School for Scandal," which, being an enthusiast 
in the drama, he was deKghted with. 

14th. Off to Bath with Corry at half-past ten, think- 
ing it as weU to take advantage of the return of his chaise 
to bring home Anastasia, who is wanted for the celebration 
of Tom's birth-day. Told me that when Grattan was 
once asked his opinion about Sackville Hamilton (a well 
known man of office in Ireland), he answered, " Oh, red 
tape and sealing wax." Corry much pleased with my 
Anastasia's countenance, but sees, what I do myself, the 
loving and loveable nature of the dear child ; and feels how 
ticklish will be the steerage of such a cre9,ture, when her 
affections are brought more strongly out. God protect her, 
and keep her innocent ! Corry off in the mail at half-past 
three for Birmingham, and I home with Statia. Borrowed 
a volume of Wycherley from Upham. 

B 3 
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15th and 16th. Finished the part relative to the School 
for Scandal. 

17th. Worked for Power. Looked over the " Chants 
Populaires de la Gr^ce," by Fouriel, to find a subject for a 
song. 

18th, Sent off to Power two songs, " There are two 
loves," and " Olympus late to Ossa said ; " the latter taken 
from one of the songs of the Klepthes in Fauriel. Wrote 
to Rogers with respect to the injunction he laid on me not 
to apply to Byron's family on the subject of materials for 
his life till he gave me leave ; said I thought, if they had 
any sense or feeling, they would rather have a hand upon 
whose dehcacy they could rely, to gather decently together 
the fragments of Byron's memory, than have them scat- 
tered about for every scribbler to make his own little sepa- 
rate heap or tumulus of. Mentioned the misrepresent' 
ations in Medwin's book of my first acquaintance with 
Byron, but said, " I am glad they were no worse, as I 
expected mischief, and I am sure there will be some, ia 
other quarters. To bring up a dead man thus to run 
a muck among the living is a formidable thing. In old 
times, superstitious thieves used to employ a dead man's 
hand in committing robberies, and they called it la viain de 
ffloire. I rather think the Captain of Dragoons (Medwin) 
is making use of a ' hand of glory ' for not much better 
purposes." 

19th. Walked over to Bowood. Not at home. 
Brought a book away with me. Note from Lord L. to 
ask me to dine .there on Saturday. 

20th. Working. 

21st. Celebration of Tom's birthday, kept to-day in- 
stead of the 24th, in order that " Statia " may return to 
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school ; plenty of cMdren and noise. The Falkners and 
Phlppses supped with us. 

22nd. "Walked with Bessy and Anastatia to Buckhill, 
where Bessy slept preparatory to being taken by Bowles 
to Bath to-morrow. Met Lord L. on my return. 
: 23rd. Dined at Bowood; company, Grosetts and 
Clutterbucks ; Mrs. Clutterbuck looking very pretty. 
Clutterbuck's story of the old lady (his aunt) excellent. 
Being very nervous, she told Sir W. Farquhar she thought 
Bath would do her good. " It's very odd," says Sir "W., 
" but that's the very thing I was going to recommend to 
you. I wUl write the particulars of your case tg a very 
clever man there, in whose hands you wiU be well taken 
care of." The lady, furnished with the letter, sets off, and 
on arriving at Newbury, feeling as usual, very nervous, 
she said to her confidant, " Long as Sir Walter has at- 
tended me, he has never explained to me what ails me. I 
have a great mind to open his letter and see what he has 
stated of my case to the Bath physician." In vain her 
friend' represented to her the breach of confidence this 
would be. She opened the letter, and read, " Dear Davis, 
keep the old lady three weeks, and send her back again." 
Slept there. 

24th. A good deal of talk at breakfast about the false- 
hoods and misrepresentations in Medwin's book about 
Byron. Told them the whole particulars of my first ac- 
quaintance with Byron, and the mis-statement about the 
" leadless buUet " that led to it. Lord L. owned he him- 
self had been always under the impression that the story 
was true, and that the pistols in my meeting with Jeffrey 
were really not loaded. A proof what a fast hold the 
world takes of any thing that disparages. He mentioned 
that the present Lords Hertford and Mansfield, when at 

B 4 
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the University, were roIscMevously set to fight In a room, 
by their seconds, and made to fire twice ; the seconds not 
having loaded either pistol, and even having contrived a 
hole In the wainscot to make them think, after the first 
fire, that It was where the bullet went through. Walked 
to Buckhill to see Bessy, who slept there last night. Went 
with her some part of her way home, and then returned 
to Bowood. Dressed, and set off with Lord L. to dinner 
at Bowles's. Company, Bingham, LInley, Lord L., Phlpps, 
and myself. Bowles mentioned that at some celebration 
at Beading school, when the patrons or governors of it 
(beer and brandy merchants) were to be welcomed with a 
Latin address, the boy appointed to the task thus bespoke 
them, " Salvete, hospites eelebeerimi," and then turning to 
the others, " Salvete, hospites ceZebrandi." A good deal of 
singing In the evening ; LInley, Bingham, and I sung 
several of Calcott's glees, which went off particularly well ; 
Bowles In raptures. Slept there (Instead of returning 
with Lord L.) In order to look over the sheets of Bowles's 
new pamphlet to Roscoe, In the morning. 

25th. At work for three hours after breakfast, trying 
to put Bowles's slipshod reasonings into some sort of order ; 
but the task desperate. Left him between one and two. 
Called at Lord L.'s in the way, who asked me to dine on 
Friday next. Read the " Rehearsal " (which I borrowed 
from Bowles) to Bessy In the evening. 

26th. Received Medwin's book and several others from 
town. Read Medwin through. A trumpery book, but 
on the whole gives an amiable impression of Lord B. ; full 
of gross errors. 

29th. Walked to Bowood to dinner. Company, Lord 
and Lady Pembroke, Colonel Young, my old friend Sir 
Stamford Raffles, and the Bowleses. Lord L. mentioned 
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a ship having been once cast awky at Petersburgh, laden 
with the newest fashions from France, and all the fish that 
were caught for several days were dressed out in the dif- 
ferent dresses, veils, caps, &c. &c. Raffles gave us an 
account of his misfortune (by the burning of the ship in 
which he left Bencoolen), very interestingly. Sung in 
evening with Lady Pembroke, who also gave us some very 
pretty Russian songs ; did not seem to care much about 
my singing, except in my duets with her, which went very 
well ; chiefly Asioli. Slept there. 

30th. Wrote a verse or two of a song for Power, " The 
dying "Warrior to his Sword." "Walked home after break- 
fast. Lady Lansdowne having entreated me to stay over 
to-morrow, and to get Bessy to come over too. Lunched 
at home, and walked with Bessy ; then back to Bowood 
to dinner. Sir S. B.affles gone. Had showed me in the 
morning, maps of his new settlement at Singapore. The 
India Company's servants much annoyed at his introduc- 
tion of the principles of free trade so close to them. Lord 
L. mentioned that Cottu (the judge who wrote about 
England), after praising to him Scarlett and the other law- 
yers of the Northern Circuit, said, Mais il faut avouer que 
leur cuisine est fade et bornee ; there was, it appeared to 
him, the same old goose at dinner everywhere he went. In 
talking of English architects. Lord P. said he would rank 
Chambers the highest of any ; Lord L. said that CockereU 
is of the same opinion. The Americans (I mentioned) call 
a cargo of fashionable goods, trinkets, &o. &c. being " laden 
with notions" and on being hailed by our ships, a fellow 
(without an idea, perhaps, in his head) will answer through 
a speaking-trumpet, that he is " laden with notions." 
Having some symptoms of a cold during my singing with 
Lady P. in the evening. Lady L. recommended me some 
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sal- volatile in water ; and her footman gave me a bottle of 
this stuff on my way to bed. Foolishly thinking it ab-eady 
mixed, I drank of a great dose of the pure sal-volatile, and 
was nearly suffocated ; did not sleep all night with the im- 
easiness in my throat. 

3 1 St. Dreadfully wet to-day. Meant to have walked 
home to luncheon, but could not. Lord L. having recom- 
mended me to read Fielding's " Journey into the next 
World," did so, and was highly amused ; few things so 
good as the first half of it. Went to chapel, and did not 
get out aU day. In the evening, on my alluding to 
the story (told originally, I believe, of George II.) of 
George III. having once said upon being saved from 
falling, " Never touch a king," Lord Pembroke remarked, 
" No, no ; he did not say that, I was with him at the time. 
Being very clumsy in his movements, in stepping over 
something he fell right on his nose, and Goldsworthy ran 
to help him up ; upon which he said, rather testily, ' Don't 
you think I can get up myself? ' and that was all." Could 
not sing a note this evening, on account of my throat ; but 
Lady P. gave us again her pretty Russian airs, and a 
beautiful thing by Carafa, O Cara Memoria, which I copied 
out. Slept there. 

Nov. 1st. Walked home before breakfast. Went to 
Lord L. to ask him to take the copy of Sheridan's West- 
minster Hall Speech to town for me ; said, at the same 
time, that I had had half a mind to offer myself to him as 
a parcel. In answer, said that he had, by mere accident, 
as many live parcels already as his carriage could hold, 
but that if any occasion should take me up to town within 
the next ten days, he could easily bring me back. 

2nd. Sent the Speech over to Bowood. 

3rd, Sent to Power " The Dying Warrior to his 
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Sword," and an air I tave written to " When on the Lip 
the Sigh delays." A couple of nice pine-apples from 
Bowood. 

4th, 5th. At work at the " Duenna." 

6th. Dined at the Phippses to meet Captain Amyot. . 

7th, 8th. A parcel from town, containing, among other 
things, "Murray's Notes on Captain Medwin," in form of 
a pamphlet, sent by himself. The newspapers have all 
been giving extracts from the new number of " Irish 
Melodies," and praising them. 

9th. "Went to the Devizes ball ; the Phippses took us. 
Walked about a good deal with Mrs. Fisher, and dined 
with Selina Locke, Bessy not looking at all well, but 
danced away the whole night, and suifered for it in violent 
cramps on her return home. / 

10th to 12th, At work. The "Courier"! see has 
praised the " Melodies " very warmly. 

15, 16th, Sent Power words to a ballet tune, " TeU 
her, oh, tell her ! " Have been endeavouring, but without 
success, to put words to Carafa's air. 

17th. Some anonymous person has sent me a framed 
drawing of our cottage (" Anacreon Cottage," as the writer 
calls it), with a very flattering letter; a woman's hand- 
writing. We had observed a lady and a gentleman in a 
gig at the gate some weeks since sketching the house, and 
thought it must be for some magazine. Walked to Bo- 
wood to dinner ; company, the A'Courts, Littleton (Lord 
Littleton's brother). Miss Napier, and Miss Talbot. Lit- 
tleton more agreeable than he used to be when a young 
man ; less of a rattle. Music in the evening. Mrs. 
A'Court sung to the Spanish guitar very prettily, and 
with me some of AsioH's duets. Lord L, told of Garat 
(I think) accompanying Chauvelin, when he came on his 
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mission ; their bringing a large Amiens pie to eat on the 
road, which was fastened on the top of the chaise. Garat 
anxious to see the country got out and sat with the pie, 
and at the end of his journey said very innocently, that 
nothing could be more unjust than giving the English a 
character of gravity or tristesse, as he had seen nothing 
but eclats de rire all the way along. Slept there. 

18th. Looked through the "Edinburgh Review" for 
articles on Commerce with France and the Sinking Fund. 
Talked with Lord L. upon Mr. Fox's opposition to the 
commercial treaty in 1786 ; the very erroneous principles 
broached both by him and Burke on that occasion, &c. 
"Wanted me very much to stay over to-day ; but, as I 
must come again on Sunday, to meet the Jerseys, thought 
it better to return home. The Falkeners to dianer with 
us. Worked in the evening. 

19th. Should have mentioned that I wrote to Doyle 
within these few days, begging him to communicate to 
Lady Byron and Mrs. Leigh, my intention to write a 
Life of Lord Byron ; said it was always his own wish that 
I should, if I survived him, write something about him, 
and that I thought it must be equally now the wish of 
his own family that a hand, upon whose delicacy they 
could rely, should undertake the task, rather than have 
his memory at the mercy of scribblers, who dishonour 
alike the living and the dead. 

20th. Received a note from Lady L. reminding me of 
to-morrow, and sending. me the Russian airs that Lady 
Pembroke promised to copy out for me. 

21st. Bessy by no means well; the same pains in her 
face and jaws that she had last winter. "Walked over to 
Bowood ; company, the Jerseys, Lord Carnarvon and his 
daughter, Charles Sheridan, and Lord and Lady James 
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Stuart. Desired both by Lady Lansdowne and Lord 
Jersey to sit next Lady Jersey at dinner. In reading an 
extract from Dallas's book about Lord Byron before 
dinner, it occurred to me that by the " newly made friend," 
he mentions who turned Lord B. out of the path of 
courtiership into which Dallas thinks he was so laudably 
entering at one time, he must have meant me, and so 
Lord Jersey thought. But Lord L., at dinner, said it 
was quite as likely to be Lady Jersey ; and so, upon recon- 
sideration, I have no doubt it is. A good deal of laughing 
with her about this. Sung in the evening. Slept there. 
22nd. Walked home after breakfast to see how Bessy 
was. Some talk with Lord L. before I came away on a 
point that has occupied my mind a good deal, namely, the 
project I have meditated of writing a Life of Lord Byron. 
Though the Longmans look earnestly and anxiously to it 
as the great source of my means of repaying them their 
money ; and though it would be the shortest and easiest 
way I could effect that object ; yet the subject begins to 
be so tarnished and so clogged with difficulties, that my 
own impression is that I ought not to undertake it. Men- 
tioned this idea to Lord Lansdowne, who quite agrees 
with me. Thinks that as to entering into the details of 
Lord Byron's life now, it is quite out of the question, and 
that all I could with any satisfaction to myself undertake, 
would be a critical examination of his works and genius, 
which after all, as I remarked, the pubhc would not much 
thank me for. It is my intention, however, to leave 
both the Longmans and the pubHc under the impression 
that I do mean to write the life. Found Bessy not much 
better. Got wet through in returning to Bowood. Ee- 
ceived a letter from ElHston, asking me whether the G in 
Gheber was to be pronounced hard or soft, as he is bring- 
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Ing out a piece from " Lalla Rookh," and wishes to know. 

Lady Jersey this morning mentioned that Lord 

told her Croker was the author of "Kock Detected." 
Poor Croker's name is made as free with as the devil's 
is with the lawyers ; everything is laid to him. Lord 
— — , she says, owned, at the same time, that it was 
very duU, and this it certainly would not be, if written by 
Croker. An addition to the party to-day of Ponsonby 
and Lady Barbara, and the Puseys (Lord Carnarvon's 
daughter and son-in-law). Again ordered to sit next 
Lady Jersey. A dispute in the evening upon a passage 
in Gobbet's " Cottage Economy ; " " It was, pigs of a dif- 
ferent description that were," &c. ; whether grammar or 
not. Lords Jersey and Lansdowne against, and Lord 
Carnarvon and I for; i. e. acknowledging it was awkward, 
but still grammar. As Lord C. said, only change it into 
" it was a different description of pigs," &c. and you wUl 
see that the fault is in the collocation of the words, not in 
the grammar." Sung again. Slept there. A tremendous 
storm in the night, actually shook Bowood. Trembled 
for the thatch of my little cottage. Charles Sheridan 
having read his father's speech, now agrees with me, that 
it would not be so desirable to have it all published. 

23rd. Lady Lansdowne said, in coming down to break- 
fast, " It is an ill wind, &c. ; you cannot go home to-day." 
On my expressing my anxiety about Mrs. Moore, offered 
to send the carriage with me to see her, and then come 
back again. Could not, however, stay. On my mention- 
ing what Sheridan said to Charles, when he was a boy, 
" Never do to-day what you can possibly put off till to- 
morrow," fotft-d that it was not Sheridan, but the old Lord 
Holland, who said it to Charles Fox, adding another 
maxim, " Nor ever do yourself what you can get any one 
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else to do for you." Talked of Southey : the little re- 
liance that is to be placed upon him as an historian ; his 
base persecution of the memory of Sir J. Moore. Pon^ 
sonby mentioned a gross misrepresentation of his with 
respect to the request which he says Eomana made to 
Moore to advance ; said also, that the Duke of Wellington 
had spoken most warmly and liberally to Col. Napier (who 
is writing an account of the Peninsular War) on the sub- 
ject of those calumnies against Moore. Lord Lansdowne 
mentioned at breakfast that Voltaire, in some historical 
work (?), had described the French as, immediately upon 
their taking possession of Munich, after a severe siege, 
collecting all the pretty girls of the town and dancing all 
night. The authors of the " Universal History," upon 
finding this anecdote, wrote to Voltaire to request he would 
inform them of his authority for it. Upon which Voltaire 
wrote back to say that he really forgot where he had met 
with it, but that it might be depended on, as Les Frangais 
dansent toujours. Talked of Jeremy Bentham ; calls his 
walk after dinner his " paulo-post prandial vibration." 
MUls's article on Government, in the Supplement to the 
" Encyclopaedia Britannica." How quizzlble this whole 
school is ! Their method of analysis might be trans- 
ferred so easily to some ludicrous question, and tra- 
vestied, &c. &c. Came away before luncheon, and got 
pretty dry home. 

24th and .25th. At work. 

26th. Bowles called. Walked over to Bowood to 
look at Fox's James II., and borrow a volume of the 
"Edinburgh Review;" found the Ponsonbys; lunched. 
Lord L. walked part of the way home with me. A good 
deal of conversation about politics. Asked us to dine to 
meet the Starkeys next Friday. 
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27th to 29tli. At work. "Wrote two things for Power, 
" Our home is on the sea, boy," and, " Bring the bright 
garlands hither ;" the latter to a pretty Russian air Lady 
Pembroke gave me. 

30th. Writing away. 

Dec. 3rd. Dined at Bowood ; the Phippses 'took us ; 
company, the Starkeys and Holtons. The day rather dif- 
ferent from Bowood days in general. Whatever it may 
be in politics, at a dinner, men, not measures, are to be con- 
sidered. 

4th. A wretched day : the Phippses dined with us. 
See (by extracts in the " Chronicle") that there is an 
article in the New " Edinburgh" on "Captain Bock :" evi- 
dently by Sydney Smith. Sent an apology to Bowles, to 
whom I promised to go to-day ; but the nebulce malusque 
Jupiter prevent it. 

12th. Walked over to Bowood; company there at 
present. Misses Fox and Vernon, and Lord Seymour. 
Expect Lady Harrowby and the Ebringtons on Wednes- 
day. Sorry to miss them, as I like the latter exceedingly. 
In talking of the French academy eloges. Lord L. men- 
tioned one by the Due de Levi, which he had heard. 
The defunct having written a play, which the Duke con- 
sidered food for the royalist cause, he said it was " pity 
that the Theatre Fran^ais had not been able to contain as 
many people at once as the Cohseum, for if it had la contre- 
revolution aurait etefaite by this play." 

13th. Set off in the York House coach for town. 
Lunched at Newbury. On my arrival in town did 
not dine, having to sup with Power. Called at Lady 
Donegal's ; the house all silent and dark, supposed her out 
of town. Found Power full of kindness and satisfaction 
with me. 
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14tli. Called at Eogers's ; not in town. Wrote a letter 
to Power, explaining what I wished him to do for me in 
the financial way. Met Charles Moore, who told me 
Lady D. was not only in town, but that he was to dine 
there to-day to go to see the " Freischiitz ;" just the thing 
I wished ; wrote to her to inwte myself. Called on the 
Hollands; Lady H. not very well. Found Woolriohe 
with her ; asked me to dine to-morrow, but engaged to 
the Longmans. Diaed with Lady D., and went in the 
evening wit-h Miss Godfrey, Barbara, and C. Moore to 
the Duke of York's box, at Drury Lane. Much struck 
with the " Freischiitz." Thought the music sounds fa- 
miliar, and fuU of passages to which one is inclined to take 
off one's hat as to old acquaintances. 

15th. Called upon Charles Sheridan ; has not yet given 
ihe speech to the Bishop of Rochester. Having written 
a song before I came up upon Pendeli (the modern Pen- 
telicus) in which I made the second syllable short, every 
verse ending with it, e. g. " The marble caves of Pendeli;" 
but having some misgivings that the syllable was long, 
asked C. Sheridan. Could not tell me with certainty, 
but believed it was long. Called upon Hobhouse. Much 
talk with him about the various Byroniania since we last 
met. It was Sir F. Burdett advised him to withdraw his 
pamphlet in answer to Medwin, which he had printed and 
announced. Showed me some proofs of old Dallas's ma- 
noeuvring from Lord Byron's letters. Told him (what I 
feel), that all that has happened since the destruction of 
the Memoirs convinces me that lie was right in advising 
their total suppression, ^, if the remainder were pub- 
lished, much more mischief would be imagined to have 
existed in the suppressed part than there is even now. 
Begged of him to give me some time or other under his 
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hand, for my own satisfaction, the assurance which had 
such weight with me in giving up the Memoirs, that 
Byron had expressed to him, when they last met, his regret 
at having put them out of his own power, and that it was 
only delicacy towards me that prevented him fi-om recalling 
them ; said that I might depend upon it that he would. 
Asked him about Pendeli, which is long, as I feared, and 
my song, accordingly, spiflicated. Called upon Woolriche. 
Saw the Duke of Bedford, who was aU amiability, and 
very amusing ; asked me to come to Wobum this Christ- 
mas ; invited me also to dine to-day, and go to the play ; 
but engaged. Walked with Woolriche, who pressed me 
to go to Woburn. There is to be a ballet got up, for 
young Lady Louisa, who dances, he says, beautifully. 
Called at Power's, who accedes most readily to my draw- 
ing upon him for six and eight months, but expressed 
regret that I should lose so much by discount. Sorry to 
find that the two works I am about now for him, wiU 
barely complete my annual tasks. Sad prospects before 
me ; deep in arrears on all sides. Dined at Longmans' ; 
had old Taylor of the " Sun " to meet me. Professed to 
teU me a great deal about Sheridan, but nothing in it, ex- 
cept boring, deadly boring ; most of the company asleep. 
Brought me, however, a letter or two of S.'s, which may 
be of use ; showed me also a curious original letter from 
Churchill to his bookseller, asking most aiLsiously for a 
guinea, for which he said he was " in pawn." Went to 
the Hollands ; Brougham, Mackintosh, and Lord Sefton. 
Some talk with Mackintosh ; said he believed Tooke had 
assisted Paine in his answer to Burke. Mentioned, as 
like Tooke's manner, the passage about a king having a 
million a-year ; hia only duty being to receive the salary. 
I must see this passage, in which he objected to the word 
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" nominal," as incumbering the point : asked him about 
Stone. Stone had got him (Mackintosh) made a French 
citizen at the time when he wrote the letter I have to 
Sheridan, taking merit to himself for preventing the same 
honour from being inflicted on him and Mr. Fox. Men- 
tioned George Ellis's fright on account of the Rolliad, 
when taken to dine with Pitt, the quotation of the latter, 
&c. &o. Thinks Richardson's the least good of the Rol- 
liad papers. 

16th. Breakfasted with Charles Sheridan. Looked 
over his translations from Fauriel's Greek songs, which 
he wishes to publish. Offered to speak to the Longmans 
about them. Called at the Duke of Bedford's for Wool- 
riche ; shown in by a stupid servant to the Duke and 
Duchess, who were in close conference for the purchase of 
trinkets ; the Duke very kind. Wallced with "Woolriche ; 
called on Shee, thence to the Donegals. Dressed at six, 
and drove to the Story s, to take my chance of a dinner 
with them. Found them at tea, and did not like to own 
my intention, but said I was engaged to the Hollands. 
Dined at the Athenaeum, my first appearance there. Went 
to Covent Garden, where I joined Lincobi Stanhope, and 
saw part of the "Freischutz" and "Clari;" cried at the 
latter as much as I used in Paris. Miss Tree, the only 
woman on the stage I would trust with a tender 
character. 

19th. Breakfasted with Rogers. Conversation with 
respect to my undertaking " Byron's Life." Does not see 
that what has happened should alter my intention ; thinks 
whatever of tarnish the subject may have lately received, 
will have passed away before I come to it, and that the 
falsehoods and nonsense which have been heaped upon his 
memory should rather make me consider the duty to do 

s 2 
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justice to it the greater. Dined at Xord Holland's : com- 
pany, Sir J. Mackintosh, Dr. Holland, and Arguelles. 
The latter told Lord H. he remembered having met me 
eighteen years ago at Lady Heathcote's, when he came 
over as one of the deputies, and that I was less altered 
since then than any one he had met: 1 recoUect well the 
evening he alludes to. He and Matarosa (now Torreno) 
were standing at the pianoforte while I was singing 
" Come tell me, says Rosa ; " and on the latter asking 
Lady Heathcote what was the subject of my song, she, 
with great quickness, replied, that " it was in honour of 
the Spanish Deputies," in consequence of which, when- 
ever I came to Kosa, Matarosa bowed. Some talk with 
Lord Holland in the evening about Sheridan. Brougham 
and Lord Sefton came in. "Went from thence to Mr. 
Story's, sung and supped. Before dinner to-day called 
upon Strangford, and found him in conference with Prince 
Esterhazy. 

20th. Breakfasted with Kogers. Showed me some 
prose essays he has written to intermix with the verses of 
his " Italy." One " On Assassination," of which Mack- 
intosh (to whom he sent it) wrote back, that "Hume 
could not improve the thoughts, nor Addison the lan- 
guage." Feel it would do one good to study such writing, 
if not as a model, yet as a chastener and simplifier of 
style, it being the very reverse of ambition or ornament. 
Objected to the phrase, " as if all heU had broke loose," 
and " nations worrying each other like curs." Talking of 
Fox's views in 1786, calling the French "natural enemies," 
&c., he said, "Fox's tone altered much as he got older 
and wiser, and that on his return from France he was 
even thought to lean too much the other way." "Went to 
the Longmans on my money business. Drew upon Power 
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for 400Z. at six and eight montlis,, a hundred of wHclx 
went to replace what I drew upon the Longmans for 
three months since, and eighty to Power for a similar 
purpose. Dined at Denman's, the party a most Reginal 
one ; himself. Brougham, and Williams, with old Charles 
Butler to dilute. Very agreeable ; taU^ed of the Regency 
Question, The able article on the subject in the " Edin- 
burgh Review" was written, Bromgham says, by AUen, 
Brougham seemed to lay great stress upon the marriage 
with Mrs. Fitzherbert, and the forfeiture of the crown 
thereby ; the nullity of the marriage having nothing to do 
with the forfeiture. Mentioned a parallel case in law, 
where a man in consigning an estate might do what would 
forfeit his own claim to it, though it was nuU in the law 
and could not confer any title to it on another. On 
Charles Butler saying he wondered this was not thought 
of during the Queen's trial. Brougham said that it was 
thought of; the only witness, however, to the marriage 
(I forget his name), was dead. Su,ng for the women in 
the evening ; Brougham and Williams having gone off to 
a consultation. Agreed to go with Denman to-morrow to 
the trial of Miss Foote against Hayne. 

21st. Up very early, and to breakfast with Denman 
at half-past eight. Mentioned Fox's famous reply to 
Grant on the Convention BUI. His side speeches to his 
friends, while working himself up to it; to Tierney and 
some one else, who were whispering behind, " Will you 
be quiet? it is no such easy speech to answer;" and of 
Michael A. Taylor, who was boring him with suggestions, 

he said aside to another, " Doesn't the think I have 

enough to do?" Staid in court till two, and was then obliged 
to attend an appointment with Bishop to correct some of 
Dur songs for the Greek work. Played me some things 

s3 
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out of Weber's " Euryantlie ; " a beautiful cavatina and a 
yager song, not so simple or popular as that in the 
" Freischutz." Had a letter from Croker yesterday, 
asking me to dine with him on the 28thj and to fix Lord 
Strangford and Bushe for the same day. Called and left 
word with Rogers that I would dine with him to-day. 
Took my place for Thursday morning. Dined tete-a-tete 
with Rogers, and went to the play together to Lady 
Spencer's box : " As you like it," Miss Tree the 
RosaUnd. 

22nd. AU day performing commissions. Called at the 
Longmans, .and from thence went with Rees to the India 
House to try and see Dr. Wilkie, for the purpose of 
making inquiries about Halhed, Sheridan's early corre- 
spondent, who, it appears, is alive. This may make some 
diiFerence to me in the Life, as I doubt whether I can 
venture to give his letters, and they are among the most 
lively ingredients of the work ; could not see Dr. Wilkie. 
After writing several notes, dined between seven and 
eight at Richardson's. Thence home to pack. 

23rd. OiF in the coach at quarter past six. Had for 
one of my companions a clergyman, brother of the Shearer 
who wrote " Recollections in the Peninsula," &c. &c. An 
odd and amusing person ; quoted a neat remark of Lard- 
ner's on predestination, "if we were judged before we 
were born, then certainly we were never born to be 
judged." Found all pretty well at home, and my dearest 
Anastasia among the rest for her holidays. Shearer said 
the Longmans had told his brother that I had the most 
generous contempt for money of any man they ever 
met. 

24th. Surprised by an invitation to dinner from the 
Starkeys, they having from some unintelligible cause se- 
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parated themselves from us for a long time. The return 
just as unintelligible as the breaking off. Upon considera- 
tion, however, resolved (as the most sensible and good- 
humoured plan) to accept the invitation. 

25 th. Eat my plum pudding at home. Dined at two 
on account of the servants, who were indulged with a 
dinner for their friends (about a dozen of them) and a large 
party in the evening. Very jolly and uproarious till 
twelve o'clock. 

28 th. Received the account of my poor friend Richard 
Power's death. 

29th. Company at Bowood, Lord Auckland and the 
Misses Eden, Sir John Newport, Macdonald, Mr. Baring 
Wall, and Hallam. Mentioned Gilbert Wakefield's taking 
Pope's " Gently spread thy purple pinions " as serious, and 
saying that it was not in Mr. Pope's happiest style. Sung 
in the evening. In talking of my own compositions, men- 
tioned the tendency I had sometimes to run into consecu- 
tive fifths, and adding, some time after, that Bishop was the 
person who now revised my music. Lord Auckland said, 
" Other Bishops take care of the tithes, but he looks after 
the fifths." A good story of a man brimful of ill-temper, 
coming out of a room where he had lost all his money at 
play, and seeing a person (a perfect stranger to him) tying 
his shoe at the top of the stairs ; " D — n you (says he), 
you're always tying your shoe," and kicked him down 
stairs. Slept there. 

30th. After breakfast walked home to see Bessy, and 
returned to Bowood to-dinner. In talking at dinner of 
Lord Chatham's famous figure of the Saone and the 
Rhone, Lord L. and I maintained, against HaUam, that 
Fox and Lord Mansfield were the persons meant, and 
rather thought we had Lord Holland's authority for it. 

s4 
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Hallatn, toweverj Insisted, upon the authority of Lord 
Oxford's Correspondence, that it wfis the Duke of New- 
castle and Fox. On referring to Lord Orford, found 
Hallani was right, and borne out by Lord Holland's 
note ; though in the text Lord O. mentions four different 
persons (among whom was Lord Mansfield) to whom con- 
jecture applied the passage. Had received to-day a modem 
Greek song upon Lord Byron's death (with the music), 
nBrj irpos Tov AopS Bvpov. HaUam and T made out the 
words between us, but they are nothing remarkable. 
Slept there. 
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1825. 

January 1st. Eecelved a note from Lady L. asking 
me to come and meet Sir James Mackintosli on Mon- 
day, and stay over Tuesday, saying also she hoped to 
persuade Bessy to come with the children to celebrate 
Twelfth-night ; answered I should come, but could not 
stay over Tuesday. 

2nd. Have written, for Power, words to a Spanish air 
composed by Mrs. ViUamil, and to a German hunting 
song. 

3rd. Walked over to Bowood : company, Mackintosh 
and his daughter, Mr. and Mrs. Vernon Smith and Lew- 
son Smith. Some good stories of old Lady Townsend 
after dinner. " Lord Anson round the world but never in 
it." A good deal of conversation about Burke in the 
evening. Mentioned his Address to the British Colonists 
in North America, " Armed as you are, we embrace you 
as our friends and as our brothers, by the best and dearest 
ties of relation." The tone of the other parts, however, is, 
I find, moderate enough. Burke was of opinion that 
Himie, if he had been alive, would have taken the side 
of the French Kevolution. Dugald Stewart thinks the 
same. The grand part of Burke's life was between 
1772 and the end of the American war; afterwards 
presumed upon his fame and let his imagination run 
away with him. Lord Charlemont said that Burke was 
a Whig upon Tory principles. Fox said it was lucky 
that Burke and Wyndham took the side against the 
French Kevolution, as they would have got hanged on 
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the other. Wyndham's speech on Curwen's motion for 
Reform an ingenious defence of parliamentary corruption, 
like the pleading of a sophist. Burke gave the substance 
of the India Bill, and Pigot drew it up. Slept there. 

4th. After breakfast talked of Lord John's last book. 
Lord L. approves highly of his defence of the Septen- 
nial Act : thinks it saved the country. A question, how- 
ever, whether they had any right to extend it beyond 
the parliament then sitting, and whether they should not 
merely have recommended the principle for discussion to 
their successors. Mackintosh thinks that if Anne and 
Louis XIV. had lived two or three years longer, the Pre- 
tender would have been restored. Looked over, with M., 
Bishop Berkeley's Querist, in which there are remarkable 
instances of acuteness on subjects of political economy; 
also views with respect to Ireland and the Catholics, most 
liberal, considering the times in which he lived ; all ex- 
pressed clearly and ably. How much more truly patriotic, 
than Swift, who put the great majority of the people wholly 
out of his account ! Head over Burke, and made some 
extracts. After luncheon went with Lady Lansdowne 
and the two others to drive. Dressed at Phipps's, where 
Bessy and I dined, to go to the ball : company, Mrs. Houl- 
ton and her two daughters, and the Ashes. The ball very 
full and a number of pretty women ; danced with SeHna 
Locke. Home between two and three. 

5th. But iU fit for working after my late hours. Am 
labouring away at Sheridan. 

6th. The Lansdownes' carriage came for us, and Bessy, 
Anastasia, Tom, and I set off in it. Company at dinner, 
the Mackintoshes and Smiths, the Bowleses, and Mr. and 
Mrs. Hertford. Sung in the evening and played with the 
children ; Anastasia drew Queen. Home between eleven 
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and twelve. Found that the Starkeys had sent In alarm 
for Bessy, on account of Julia's illness. She insisted on 
going across the valley, and as soon as I could get on 
my boots I followed her. Found all in bed and re- 
turned. 

7th to 9th. At work. 

10th. Walked over to Bowood. Found Mackintosh 
and Abercrombie. Showed M. some letters of Parr's and 
one of the King's, dated 1791, which he thinks alludes to 
something connected with the Duke of York's marriage. 
Talked of Adair's mission to Kussia. M. thought his letter 
to the Bishop of Winchester good, but A. did not consider 
it as quite satisfactory. It seems the letter of Adair that 
was intercepted had been entrusted by him to some man 
at Petersburg in whom he had confidence, and at the 
man's own request. It contained a report of a conversa- 
tion A. had had with some person high in oflSce, and was 
laid before the council in England. Some were for pro- 
ceeding on it, but Mackintosh has heard that Mr. Pitt and 
Lord Grenville both said they would resign if any use 
was made of a document so obtained. Said I should per- 
haps come and offer myself for dinner to-morrow. Both 
pressed me to do so. 

11th. Walked over to Bowood, and wrote a verse of a 
song to Carafa's beautiful air in going. Met Lord L. and 
asked if I might dine with him ; said he should be most 
happy. Went to the house and found Mackintosh. Read 
with him the Prince's letter in 1789, which he has always 
supposed to be Burke's. Thinks the passage about " se- 
parating the Court from the State" and "disconnecting 
the authority," &c., much more in Burke's manner of 
thinking than Sheridan's. After reading this fine passage 
with great delight, he said comically, " who the devil 
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would ever suppose that this was all about the power of 
creating lords of the hedchamber ?" Turned to the pro- 
test of the Lords in 1778, against the plan of desolating 
America, which was written by Burke and (as Mackintosh 
heard from Lord Fitzwilliam) the Duke of Richmond 
conjointly. A most magnificent piece of writing, and 
could hardly have had any other hand to it than Burke's. 
M. showed it to me for the purpose of comparing the style 
with that of the Prince's letter, and I confess I begin to 
think that Burke must have written some passages of that 
letter. The probability is that it was done by difiFerent 
hands. Abercrombie joined us; asked him about the 
Scotch boroughs. Gave me a general explanation of 
them ; there is no popular election whatever in Scotland ; 
it is as if the lords of the manor in England were to elect 
themselves; for it does not even depend upon pro23erty, 
but upon a sort of right, Hke that of the manorial right, 
which may be held independent of the property. Com- 
pany at dinner. Dr. and Mrs. Fowler, the Mackintoshes, 
and Abercrombies. M. quoted from Churchill about 
Macpherson : — 

Ossiau sublimest, simplest bard of all, 
Whom English iufidels Macpherson call. 

In Cesarotti's translation, CachuUin is made Cucullino. 
Was expected to stay to sleep, but took an opportunity of 
running away, and walked home. 

12th. Am pestered with letters from all parts of the 
world. The other day received four, from New York, 
Frankfort, Paris, and Birmingham. That from Frankfort 
is an account of all that the writer (a Mr. Schonbart) has 
done for me in the German Gazettes, where I have been 
attacked, and he has defended me. The Birmingham letter 
is from a young gentleman who wants to be my amanuensis, 
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and asks, " wtat remuneration I can give him for it." 
Last night I received a letter from a French gentleman 

ahout Miss Sophie , who, he says, wiU die if she 

does not get a lock of Lord Byron's hair, and entreat- 
ing me, in the name of her distracted family, to save her 
from the grave. Recollect some other things Mackintosh 
said. Wilberforce's good remark about the Catholics, that 
they were *' like persons discharged from prison, but stiU 
wearing the prison dress." Mentioned an advertisement 
that appeared in 1792, " Wanted for a Eang of France, an 
easy good-tempered man, who can bear confinement, and 
has no followers." Wilberforce was made a citizen by 
the French Convention, and Courteney, who was in Paris 
at the time, said, " If you make Mr. W. a citizen, they 
will take you for an assemblage of negroes, for it is well 
known he never favoured the liberty of any white man in 
all his life." Dr. Thomson said of Godwin (who in the 
full pride of his theory of perfectibility, said he " could 
educate tigers,") " I should like to see him in a cage with 
two of his pupils." Pitt is known to have corrected but 
two of his speeches — that on the Union, and another on 
the Budget for the year 1792. Mr. Fox, but one; that 
about the Duke of Bedford. His Scrutiny speech (at least 
the greater part of it) was reported by Dennis O'Brien. 
To Dr. Lawrence, who was hideously ugly. Canning and 
EUis used to apply 

" tetrior " alter 
Non fuit, excepto Laurentis corpore Tumi.* 

Lord Clifford has a copy of the secret treaty entered into 
by Charles II. with Louis XIV., which he is about to 



• pulchrior alter 



Non fuit, &c. -^n. vii. 650. 
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send to Mackintosh. * * * Talked of the opinions of 
Eichorn, and other Gernaans, about the Gospels ; that there 
was one original gospel, Matthew, from which the others 
have been compiled. Herbert Marsh pursues the same 
idea in his Preface to Michaelis. 

13th. "Went into Devizes to dine with the Hugheses ; 
Bessy and Mrs. Phipps had gone in the morning to attend 
the court, it being sessions time. Bingham of the party at 
Hughes's ; some rather agreeable conversation. Singing in 
the evening by Bingham and me. In talking of Burke's 
paper upon evidence (on the trial of Hastings), Bingham 
said that the only fault to be found with Burke and 
Romilly in their notions of a reform in the law was, that 
they did not go far enough; while in Mackintosh's, still 
worse, everything he proposed was wrong. Had not an 
opportunity to ask him to explain this. 

14th to 17th. Sent Carafa's air, " O Memory," and 
another (of which I forget the words) to Power. Lord 
Lansdowne called on the 15th, and asked me to dine at 
Bowood, to meet the Morleys, on Tuesday 18th. 

18th. Walked to Bowood to dinner; none but the 
Morleys. Lady M. quoted some lines from a poem she 
said Delavigne had written lately on vaccination : — 

" Au fond de Glocester, ou les vastes campagnes 
Nourissent des taureavx, les fidelles compagnes." 

Vache in poetry would be an abomination. In talking of 
the strange practice of foreign physicians, it was mentioned 
that at Lisbon they always order for inflammatory fevers, 
hen broth, and for low fevers cock broth. The Due de 
Levi, in something he has written about England, is 
mightily pleased with a discovery he makes that luncheon 
is derived from lounger. Seeing the Bond Street loungers 
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going into the cake shops so regularly, he traced the con- 
nection between them and the meal ; thus lounger, luncher, 
luncheon. This Due de Levi a ridiculous personage ; had 
a picture once drawn of the Virgin Mary, and himself 
taking off his hat to her, the Virgin saying, as appears by 
a scroll out of her mouth, Couvrez vous, mon cousin. 
Quoted the line from Ariosto, andava conbattendo ed era 
morto. Sung, and slept there. 

19th. Lady L. proposed that they should take me to 
Col. Houlton's (where I have been asked to meet them) to- 
morrow. Col. H. himself had offered to drive over for 
me, but. declined it. 

20th. The Lansdownes called upon me at three. Com- 
pany at the Hotdtons, their own family, Wilsons, Shirleys, 
&c. Elwin, and Lord James O'Brien. Sung in the even- 
ing, and Isabella Houlton delighted us with her figure and 
tones at the guitar ; nothing can be prettier. I sung Se 
Jiato avete in corpo, with John Houlton. Slept there. 
ElwLn insisted upon my being his guest to-morrow night 
at Bath. 

21st. Lord Lansdowne at breakfast mentioned of Du- 
tens, who wrote the " M^moires d'un Voyageur que se 
repose," and was a great antiquarian, that on his describ- 
ing once his good luck in having found (what he fancied 
to be) a tooth of Scipio's, in Italy, some one asked him 
what he had done with it, upon which he answered briskly, 
" What have I done with it? le void" pointing to his 
mouth, where he had made it supplemental to a lost one of 
his own. The Lansdownes off to Bath after breakfast, and 
I (after singing a little for the girls) followed them with 
Col. Houlton. The grand opening to-day of the Literary 
Institution at Bath. Attended the inaugural lecture by 
Sir G. Gibbs, at two. Walked about a little afterwards. 
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and to the dinner at six ; Lord Lansdowne in the chair. 
Two Bishops present; and about 108 persons altogether. 
Bowles and Crahbe of the number. Lord L. alluded to 
us in his first speech, as among the literary ornaments, if 
not of Bath itself, of its preciacts ; and in describiag our 
respective characteristics, said, beginning with me, " the 
one, a specimen of the most glowing, animated, and im- 
passioned style," &c. ; this word " impassioned " spoken 
out strongly in the very ear of the Bishop of Bath and 
Wells, who sat next him. On the healths of the three 
poets being given, though much called for, I did not rise, 
but motioned to Crabbe, who got up and said a few words. 
When it came to my turn to rise, such a burst of enthu- 
siasm received me as I could not but feel proud of. Spoke 
for some time, and with much success. Concluded by 
some tributes to Crabbe and Bowles, and said of the latter, 
that " his poetry was the first fountain at which I had 
drunk the pure freshness of the English language, and 
learned (however little I might have profited by my learn- 
ing) of what variety of sweetness the music of English 
verse is capable. From admiration of the poet, I had 
been at length promoted into friendship with the man, and 
I felt it particularly incumbent upon me, from some late 
allusions, to say, that I had found the life and the poetry 
of my friend to be but echoes to each other ; the same 
sweetness and good feeling pervades and modulates both. 
Those who call my friend a wasp, would not, if they knew 
him better, make such a mistake in natural history. They 
would find that he is a bee, of the species called the apes 
neatina, and that, however he may have a sting ready on 
the defensive, when attacked, his native element is that 
garden of social life which he adorns, and the proper busi- 
ness and delight of his life are sunshine and flowers." In 
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talking of the " springs of health with which nature had 
^fted the fair city of Bath," and of her physicians, I said, 
" it was not necessary to go back to the relationship between 
Apollo and Esculapius to show the close consanguinity that 
exists between literature and the healing art; between 
that art which purifies and strengthens the body, and those 
pursuits that refine and invigorate the intellect. Long," 
I added, " may they both continue to bless you with their 
beneficent effects ! Long may health and the Muses walk 
your beautiful hills together, and mutually mingle their 
respective influences, till your springs themselves shall 
grow springs of inspiration, and it may be said, 

' Flavus Apollo 
Pocula Castalia plena ministrat.aqua.' " 

Quite overwhelmed with praisesj I left the room. Elwyn 
and I, accompanied by Bayly, and a sensible Irishman, E. 
introduced me to (Ellis); went to the play together. 
Home to Elwyn's house, where I slept. 

22nd. Bowles highly gratified with what I said of him. 
Asked by every one to give a correct copy of it for the 
newspapers, but shall not, for it would break the charm 
which all lies in manner, the occasion, &c. &c. Duncan 
of Oxford said to me, " I have had that sweet oratory 
ringing in my ears all night." Bowles gave me a copy of 
his " Eoscoe pamphlet," with an inscription in it, inter Poetas 
suaves suavissimo, &c. &c. Left Bath with Bowles, having 
bought some grapes for Bessy's patient, Miss Starkey. 
Bowles dropt me at Buckhill from which I walked home, 
carrying the basket of grapes. Found all pretty well. 

23d to 25th. Received a Bath paper, giving an account 
of the dinner, and lucidly rather describing than attempt- 
ing to ffive my speech. Had a letter from Cruttwell asking 
me to send him a correct report of it, but too late to do so. 

TOL. IV. T 
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26tL Took my dear Anastasia to school. Dined at 
Bayly's, in order to go to the Dramatic Ball in the even- 
ing : nothing could be more brilliantly got up than the 
latter. An amateur play first, and the fancy baU after- 
wards ; an allusion to me in the epilogue spoken by Bayly, 
" Erin's matchless son," &c. which brought plaudits and 
stares on me. Introduced to quantities of people ; came 
away with Elwyn before two, and supped and slept at his 
house. 

27th. Mr. Duncan to breakfast, and some very agree- 
able conversation. Cruttwell has a pretended report of my 
speech, not one word of which I spoke. Lieft ia the De- 
vizes coach at half-past four. Had a chaise at Melksham, 
and home. 

28th. Walked to Bowood. Neither at home, but met 
Lord L. as I was coming back, and he dismounted and 
walked with me. Much conversation about the inten- 
tions of the Ministry about Ireland. 

29th. Working at something for Power. 

30th. Walked over to Bowood, and lunched with the 
Lansdownes, who start for London to-morrow. 

31st. Sent Power off " No, leave this heart to rest," 
and something else. 

Feb. 1st to 8th. Have kept no traces of these days ex- 
cept that they were all occupied with Sheridan. Bessy aU 
this time attending upon Miss Starkey, and injuring her 
own health. 

9th. Took Bessy to Bath to see Liston. Had received 
an invitation from the Houltons to come over, Bessy and I, 
to them the following Saturday (12th), to stay till Monday, 
and go to the Subscription Ball at Bath ; but the two frisks 
rather too much. The Phippses already at Bath. Dined 
at Elwyn's ; company, Mr. and Miss Bayly, Miss Pinny 



Feb. 1825.] THOMAS MOOEE. 275 

and Tom Bayly. Went to the play afterwards, and laughed 
a good deal at Liston in " Solomon Grundy," and " Peter 
Finn." Slept at Elwyn's. Had walked about in the 
morning with dear Anastasia ; heard the " Infant Lyra " 
play, &c. &c. 

10th. Duncan to breakfast. Suggested as a good topic 
for an Essay, " The choice of subjects for pictures." A 
man with a poetical head, and at the same time a connois- 
seur in painting, might make a great deal of this. Bowles 
in Bath, and offered to take us home, but we could not 
start time enough. 

14th. Sent Power a glee of my own, which I think 
rather pretty, " When o'er the silent seas alone." 

17th. The irritation between Phipps and the Starkeys 
has at last broken out into open war. 

22nd. Heard Phipps stirring at five ; came down stairs 
soon afterwards, and found he had mounted his horse and 
rode off; Mrs. P. in a frightful state when she heard he 
was gone. Got her with great difficulty into the carriage 
to bring her to Sloperton. Advised Phipps, before he 
went away, to settle the matter at this side of the water, 
even at the risk of his 500Z. 

23rd. No intelligence to-day. Rumours of various kinds 
in the village, where all is known. Supposed that the 
parties had gone to fight on Lavington Down, and the 
country people collecting to see the combat. My attention 
all devoted to keeping Mrs. P. quiet, and dissuading her 
from her intention of going to Southampton, as much for 
Bessy's sake, who was to accompany her, as her own. Sent 
to Melksham this evening, but no tidings. Began to fear 
they must have crossed the water. 

24th, Sent to Melksham at twelve, but no tidings. 
About four saw Mrs. Hughes (who had come over in the 

T 2 
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morning) running breathless and crying towards me. 
Feared something bad and ran to meet her, but found 
Phipps was returned and safe. In a short time his chaise 
appeared, and after a short scene with Mrs. P. learned the 
particulars. They had fought at Southampton ; fired twice. 
His first shot went through John Starkey's hat, and 
Starkey's second, on the rebound, grazed his foot. He and 
Mrs. P. stayed to dinner and sleep. 

25th to 28th. Nothing particular; hard at work at 
Sheridan. Sent Power a glee of my own, " When o'er 
the silent seas alone." 

March 1st to 12th. One day exactly like another. 
Heard two or three times from Lord Landsowne ; the Ca- 
thohc Question making great progress. Received a new 
Magazine with a memoir of myself and portrait ; answered 
the editor. Had a long letter from Shiel in answer to one 
I wrote to him containing advice as to the style of his ora- 
tory during his mission to England ; recommended him to 
be as matter-of-fact, and as sparing of flowers as possible. 
Took my advice very amiably. 

13th. Mary Dalby arrived to pass some time with us. 
"Wrote for Power a ditty, " There 's a song of the olden 
time." 

14th to 18th. Semper eadem. Have done my Sheridan 
task as far as the year 1799, and shall now return to revise 
it from the very beginning. 

24th. Dined at Money's to meet a Cambridge friend 
of his. Much talk about classics and public schools. M. 
remarked on the eloquence of Virgil. The speech of Dido 
to JEneas, beginning with scolding and ending with ten- 
derness and tears, so lilce a woman. Sinon's speech, too, 
Vos, eterni ignes, &(c. Some passages, too, from the 
Epistle of Laodamia to Protesilaus ; 
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" Aulide te fama est vento retinente morari ; 
Ah, me cum fugeres, hie ubi ventus erat ?" 

And, further on. Inter mille rates tua sit millessima puppis. 
Story about Academia. Home early, 

25 th. Our wedding day. A dish of sahnon, as usual, 
from our friend Power. Fourteen years married to-day. 

26th, Set off for Bath to take Anastasia to school, and 
forward the first batch of my Sheridan Life to the press. 
Dined with Crawford. Company, besides Elwyn and my- 
self, the O'Briens, Lord and Lady St. Germans, and a 
beautiful girl, their niece. Sung in the evening. Slept at 
Elwyn's. 

27th. Read over, after breakfast, Kicardo's article on the 
Sinking Fund, in the Encyclopaedia ; and some passages 
of Tooke on the Bank Restriction. Left Bath at three, 
and home at seven. 

28 th to 31st. Every day pretty nearly the same, work- 
ing at Sheridan. Dined on the 30th at Hardman's, to 
meet Lord and Lady Ashtown, and Scott. The day very 
agreeable. 

April 1st to 8 th. Still revising, and introducing new 
matter into the early part of the Life. Received the first 
proof. Under much anxiety about my dearest father, 
who is beginning at last, I fear, to yield to the weakness 
attendant upon years. My own mind prepared for the 
worst, but my poor mother wUl, I am afraid, be taken by 
surprise, and feel it dreadfully. Have written to in- 
sinuate, as gently as possible, into 'her heart those appre- 
hensions with which my own is filled, 

9th, Bessy and Mary Dalby (with little Tom of the 
party) set off to Bath, to pass a couple of days with Mrs. 
Branigan, who is just arrived there. Dined alone. 

T 3 
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lOtL Walked to Bremhill, to take my chance of finding 
Bowles. Dined with him. His Ulness much Increased by 
his apprehensions ; seemed to forget it aU in the gaiety of 
conversation. Mentioned his anxiety, before he died, to 
write the Life of Bishop Ken, who voted for the exclusion 
of James, and yet afterwards sacrificed his bishopric rather 
than swear allegiance to king William. Was supported 
during the remainder of his days by Lord Weymouth, who 
gave him two hundred a-year, and had him to live with 
him at Longleat. Isaac Walton married Ken's sister, 
hence the name he gives her, " Kenna." Bowles has made 
a pretty glee of some very charming words from Cowley's 
Daideis, " Awake, my Lyre." In talking of profane 
parodies, mentioned Swift's about Sir B. Walpole : " I be- 
lieve in one infallible King," &c. &c., "one Minister," 
&c. &c. 

April 11th to May 11. For this whole month have 
been too closely occupied with my Sheridan task to write 
a word here, and must, therefore, only recoUect what I 
can. Received a letter from some Mrs. F. (whom I never 
heard of before) in which she says, " Your talents and 
excellence have long been the idols of my heart. With 
thee were the dreams of my earliest love," &c. The object 
of the letter is to invite me to a dinner she is about to 
give to " a few select friends in memory of Lord Byron ! " 
Her husband, she adds, is " a gentleman and a scholar ; " 
I wish him joy of her. My dear father much re- 
covered. Had a correspondence with Woolriche about 
Bessy's state of health; promised to leave the Duke of 
Bedford, on his way up from Devonshire, and come to see 
her. Did so on the 20th ; does not thiak her liver affected, 
which is a relief; but is of opinion that, if the medicine he 
has ordered does not do her good, she must go to Chelten- 
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ham. Mrs. Branigan came to us from Bath on the 1 8th. 
Lady Campbell (Pamela) called with Mrs. Bowles. Dined 
one day at Brabant's, to meet the Nestor of Lewesden 
Hill ; has got too deaf for conversation. The day rather 
agreeable. Bowles called upon me one day ; has had a 
favourable answer from his friend Mr. Clark with respect 
to the application he made to him for our dear little Tom, 
whom he expects to get into "Winchester for me. Wrote 
to Brougham (in consequence of a salutation on one of his 
franks, " Health and Fraternity ") to ask him to give me 
the particulars of what he said with regard to the Prince's 
marriage with Mrs. F. when we met at Denman's ; had an 
answer from him to say he would send me some curious 
matter on the subject. Wrote to Lord HoUand too, about 
a paper which he promised to give me ; had two letters 
from him ; the second very lively. In writing to him men- 
tioned that my occupation with the " Life of Sheridan," 
robbed me of all the gaiety that was going on in town, and 
that I might be said "propter vitam vivendi perdere causas." 
Had a correspondence, too, with Dr. Bain on my intention 
to pay him a visit, which he has very hospitably pressed me 
to do. Sent up Power two more glees, " The Watch- 
man," and " The Spirits." Mrs. Branigan left us on the 
9th of May. Mary Dalby still with us. 

May 12 th. A visit from Crofton Croker on his way 
from Ireland; says the whole feeling there is in favour 
of Emancipation. Hardly a dissenting voice on the 
subject. 

1 5 th- Received the 11 2th page of my printing. Wrote 
to Dr. Bain to say I should be with him on Tuesday 
next. 

16th, Copied out some parts of my revision, and pre- 

T 4 
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pared for my trip. Dined at half-past one ; Bessy bor- 
rowed Farmer Gaby's donkey gig, and all set off for Buck- 
hill. Drank tea there, and watched for the Bath coaches. 
Took the second and arrived in Bath at eight. Went to 
see my darling Anastasia ; looked very well, but it struck 
me that her shoulder was a little more out than when I last 
saw her. Begged of Miss Furness to look carefully to it. 
Went for a short time to the play. Supped at the White 
Lion, and slept there. 

17th. Set off in the Poole coach at half-past nine. 
Went half the way outside from a mistake about the place. 
This contrary to my pact with Bessy, but shall not tell 
her of it. Arrived at Blandford a little after five. 
Took a chaise, and was at Dr. Bain's at a little after seven ; 
received me very kindly. No one at dianer but himself 
and two daughters. A good deal of talk about Sheridan 
(the object of my visit) after dinner. Find Mrs. Canning's 
letter not quite correct about Mrs. Sheridan's last moments. 
Bain was sent for at midnight ; Mrs. C. and S. in the room 
at the time. Mrs. S. begged them to go away for a mo- 
ment, and bid Bain lock the door after them ; then said, 
" You have never deceived me : teU me truly shall I live 
over this night ? " B. felt her pulse ; found she was dying, 
and said, " I recommend you to take some laudanum." She 
answered, " I understand you, then give it me." Said (in 
telling me this) that the laudanum, he knew, would pro- 
long her life a little, and enable her better to go through 
the scene that was before her in taking leave of her 
family. S.'s kindness to her, quite the devotedness of a 
lover. 

18th. Walked about the grounds with Dr. Bain and 
his daughters ; rather nice girls. Much talk with him about 
Sheridan, but got little more. Am very glad, however, I 
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came, as I should have reproached myself for not having 
done so, and others would reproach me also. Vaughan 
told him that there were two hundred pounds placed at his 
disposal for Sheridan, but Baia never understood (as Croker 
and others assert) that there was more than that sum to 
come. Beheves that Sheridan's dispositions were all good, 
and that his embarrassments alone were the cause of what- 
ever was wrong in his conduct. Story of Sheridan's butler 
saying (when Bain was called in and found him in a high 
fever) that he had drunk nothing extraordinary the day 
before, " only two bottles of port." Sheridan's arm re- 
markably thin, though powerfully strong ; contrary to the 
usual notion (Bain said) that an arm must be brawny and 
muscular to be strong. A most capacious chest ; altogether 
a man of great strength; and but for his intemperance 
would have had a very long life. Talking to Bain, who had 
said that Pitt was a very extraordinary man, he answered, 
" He is an extraordinary man, and the more we press him 
the more he shines." Sung with the Misses Bain after 
dinner several duets of my own, and of Asioli's ; also some 
old favourites of mine, out of the " Proserpina," Ti veggo, 
fabbraccio, and Mi lasci oh madre amata. 

1 9th. Drove with the Doctor and his two girls to Ware- 
ham. Told me of Sheridan's having passed off a young 
country farmer at Crewe HaU as Richardson. Dined early 
in order that I might get to Blandford before dark ; set off 
in a chaise, a little before seven ; had tea at Blandford, and 
went to bed after mourning over the debate in the Lords 
on the Catholic Question. "What wretched infatuation ! 
A smug rector, in the morning, at Wareham, was waiting 
eagerly for the coming in of the post, and I left him 
chuckling over Lord Liverpool's anilities. These are the 
fellows to whom teland is sacrificed. 
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20tli. Set off in the Poole coach at half-past eight : got 
to Bath at four : ran to see my sweet Anastasia. Had 
some cold meat at the York House, and took the Devizes 
coach as far as Melksham, from whence I walked, and got 
home about nine. Found all, thank God, pretty well. 

21st. Sent to ask Dr. Starkey, and the new curate, to 
dine with us on "Wednesday next. 

22nd. Could not help (busy as I was) giving vent to 
some of my bile against the anti-Popery set, by writing a 
few lines for the " Morning Chronicle." 

23rd. Sent to Power a slight sketch of a glee, " Pretty 
Maid, pretty Maid." Not quite good enough, I fear, for 
the set of six I mean to do for him. Sent off, also, to the 
" Morning Chronicle " my squib against Lord Anglesey 
and the Bishops, beginning " A Bishop and a bold Dra- 
goon." Read it to Mary at breakfast, who, with all her 
High Church prejudices, enjoyed the fun of it. 

24th. Received a letter from some gentleman at Cork, 
telling me that he has been collecting Irish airs for me, 
and sending me some specimens. Must thank him. 

25 th. Starkey, and four or five more, whom I had 
asked, being luckily engaged, my dinner consisted only of 
, , and . Dullissimum. 

26th. Squib not in : must have been delayed by my 
enclosing it to Power. Went with Bessy, Mary, the 
children, and maids to the Bromham fair, and took them 
all to the show, where we made a great sensation among 
the clods. Bather a pretty girl one of the dancers. 

27th. " The Bishop and the bold Dragoon " inserted 
conspicuously. Walked to Devizes to draw upon Power. 
Dined late. Had a letter from Denman telling me that 
M. A. Taylor is anxious to give me some information 
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about Sheridan, Mentioned, also, the " BoldDragoon," as 
a proof that I was in esse. 

28th. My birthday. What, again ! well, the more the 
merrier ; at least I hope so ; and, as yet (with all my dif- 
ficulties), have no reason to complain. An excellent, 
warm-hearted, lively wife, and dear, promising children. 
What more need I ask for ? A little addition of health to 
the wife, and wealth to the husband, would make aU 
perfect. Prepared for my trip to town to-morrow. 

29th. Left for town. Dined with the Storys. Found 
a note from Lord Lansdowne asking me to dine with him 
to-morrow. 

30th. Called upon the Donegals, Lady Jersey, &c. 
Dined with Lord Lansdowne. Went to Lady Jersey's in 
the evening ; Lady Belhaven wanted to take me off to the 
fancy ball on Lord B.'s ticket, but, having no dress, could 
not. 

31st. Dined with the Fieldings. Went to the Opera. 
Was to have taken Corry afterwards to Lady Lansdowne's 
assembly, but it was put off in consequence of the death of 
her niece. Lady C. Lemon's daughter. Sat some time in 
Lady TankerviUe's box : thence to the Duke of Bedford's. 
Thanked the Duchess for the wish she had expressed 
through Woolriche to have me among the beautiful 
scenery of Endsleigh with them. Then to Lord Grey's 
box, where I sat for the rest of the night, talking with 
him and Lady L. Lambton. Went with Corry, and 
supped at Long's. Met there Sir Godfrey Webster ; re- 
minded by him of the night that Lord Byron and I found 
him in the same manner at Stevens's, and sat together till 
four in the morning. By the by, Charles Sheridan told 
me the other night at Lady Jersey's (to my great delight) 
that he had found a copy of his father's defence of his con- 
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duct in 1811. This paper, which was addressed to Lord 
Holland, is of great consequence, and Lord Holland, who 
first told me of it, added that he did not feel himself autho- 
rised to give it me. 

June 1st. A letter from Bessy to say I may expect her 
to-morrow. Dined with Corry at the Piazza, and went to 
Almack's at night. 

2nd. Dressed early (having to dine at Holland House), 
for the purpose of meeting Bessy at the coach. Mrs. Story 
took me, and after our waiting some time at Knightsbridge 
the Bath coach arrived with Bessy, Tom, and Mary Dalby. 
Deposited the two former at Mrs. Story's, and proceeded 
to Holland House. Sat next my Lady, who was very 
gracious, filled my glass amply with champagne, and de- 
scanted on the merits and prices of Kudesheim, Johannis- 
berg, and Hockheim. Said to me during dinner, " This 
will be a dull book of yours, this ' Sheridan,' I fear." 
" On the contrary," I replied, " it will be a very lively, 
amusing book ! not from my part in it, but" &c. &c. In 
the evening Lady Lansdowne came, looking so "handsome 
and so good, that it was quite comfortable to see her. Told 
her of Bessy's arrival. " Then she'll come to me," she 
said, " on Saturday evening." " Bessy," I answered, "has 
brought no evening things, for the express purpose of not 
going anywhere." After a short pause she turned round, 
in her lively way, and said, "I'll tell you what : bring Mrs. 
Moore to see me to-morrow morning, and she shall have 
the choice of my wardrobe: I assure you it's a very 
convenient one, fits both fat and lean. I once dressed 
out four girls for a ball, and there were four gowns 
of mine dancing about the room all night," Lord John 
RusseU drove me in his cabriolet. In talking of what Lady 
Holland said to me about my book, mentioned a sally of 
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the same kind she made the other day upon Lord Por- 
chester, who has a poem coming out. " I am sorry to hear 
you are going to publish a poem. Can't you suppress it ? " 
Promised to dine at Holland House on Sunday. Called 
this morning upon Lucy Drew, who is just arrived. 

3rd. Breakfasted with Rogers. Went with me after- 
wards to the Arcade, to meet Bessy. Dined with the Long- 
mans at Hampstead: company, Sir E. Ker Porter and 
his two sisters, the novellists. In the evening Joanna 
Baillie. Sang a good deal. 

4th. Went out with Lucy and Bessy, in Lucy's remise. 
Bessy paid several visits to Lady Donegal, Lady E. Field- 
ing, &c. Dined at Story's (Corry of the party) : and all 
went to the Opera in the evening. Woolriche saw Bessy 
in the morning, and thinks she had better go to Chelten- 
ham. Lady Donegal going there too, which will make it 
more comfortable. Went from the Opera, with Corry, to 
Lady Lansdowne's, where we heard " Pasta," &c. Found 
a note from Brougham on my return home : asking me to 
dine with him, if possible, to-morrow ; as he is to have 
Creevy and M. A. Taylor, and "will make them talk 
Sheridan for me as long as I please." 

5th. Lucy called for me. Much puzzled about my en- 
gagement to Holland House to-day. Resolved at last to 
throw myself on the good nature of Lady H., and teU her 
my reason for dining with Brougham instead. Drove to 
Brougham's, and despatched a note from thence to Holland 
House. Called on Lord John: told him I should bring 
Bessy to pay him a visit in the course of the day : did so. 
Called with her also at Miss White's, and Edward Moore's. 
Company at Brougham's : Creevy, M. A. Taylor and Mrs. 
T., Dr. Lushington, Lord Nugent, Lord and Lady Dar- 
lington, &c. &c. After dinner Creevy and Brougham got 
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Taylor to tell his famous story about Sheridan's reply on 
Hastings' Trial, when Taylor was his assistant to hold his 
bag and read the minutes ; but neither bag nor minutes 
were forthcoming. Shall make use of the story. Found 
them all adrift about dates ; even Taylor, as to events in 
which himself was concerned, brought circumstances to- 
gether that were in reahty more than a year apart : have 
observed this invariably in aU the men of that time. Went 
afterwards, for a short time, to Mrs. Story's. 

6th. Had the engraver and Charles Sheridan with me 
to consider the print of Sheridan, done for the work, which 
is very bad. Went out with Bessy and Lucy. Took them 
for half an hour to the Exhibition. Dined (Bessy, Tom, 
and I) at the Donegals' ; and went in the evening to see 
Matthews. Bessy too tired to stay. Called with her this 
morning upon Lord and Lady Hastings, who were very 
kind to her. I had myself seen him a day or two before, 
and felt all my first sentiments of kindness towards him 
brought freshly back by the sweetness of his maimer, as 
well as by a certain tone of melancholy, which looks as if 
he had at last found out what a mistake his life has been. 
The King, I understand, has completely dropped him. 

7th. Went about a little with Bessy. Dined at Story's : 
and having taken places for Bessy and Tom in to-morrow 
morning's coach, brought them to sleep at my lodgings for 
the greater convenience of getting off. Left them in bed, 
and went to Mrs. Bonnet's ball for a short time. 

8th. Up at five; and saw my treasures safe in the 
coach. Returned, and went to sleep again for an hour and 
a half. Had Mr. Smythe (the professor) with me while I 
breakfasted. Told me a great deal about his connection 
with Sheridan ; his first coming to town for Sheridan to 
look at him, and form his opinion : S. not coming to the 
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dinner made for the purpose, but appointing Eichardson 
and him to meet him at a tavern at supper : not coming 
there either. At last went to dine at Isleworth with him : 
no mention made of the business after dinner, but Sheridan 
wrote him a very handsome letter in a few days after : the 
salary, with apologies for not being able to give more, 3001. 
a-year. At the end of the first year a groom came down to 
Wanstead with a letter to Smythe, enclosing a draft for 300 
guineas : Smythe's anxiety in taking it to the bankers' : his 
suspense while the men behind the counter conferred to- 
gether, and his delight when asked " in what form would 
he take the money." Remembers Sheridan going down to 
Wanstead to prepare for his reply to the Counsel of Hast- 
ings : two or three days hard at work reading : complained 
that he had motes before his eyes with reading so much. 
Smythe heard his reply : his laceration of Law, powerful. 
Law had laid himself open by wrongfully accusing Sheri- 
dan of showing a wrong paper to Middleton to entrap him 
into the answer he wished ; whereas it was Lord Camden 
that made this mistake, and Sheridan corrected it, Burke 
addressed S. in the box friendlily, and said he was sorry he 
meant to conclude ia one day : also went up to him, and 
thanked him at the conclusion. Thinks that S. had no 
sordid ideas about money, and always meant rightly. 
Never forgave the Whigs for supporting the Duke of 
Northumberland's son agaiast him at Westminster. The 
best man to advise others that could be found any- 
where : no such man for a cabinet. Knew what would suit 
the public : his powers of winning over people, proved by 
his persuading the parson to bury Richardson over again 
for him. Smythe quoted as sublime S.'s phrase, " Let 
them go and hide their heads in their coronets ; " also, the 
happy phrase applied to some of his own party at the time 
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of the threatened invasion, " giving the left hand to the 
country." Smythe, one day, while looking over his table, 
while waiting to catch him coming out of his bedroom, saw 
several unopened letters, one with a coronet, and said to 
"Wesley, " "We are aJl treated alike." Upon which Wesley 
told him that he had once foupd amongst the unopened 
heap a letter of his own to Sheridan, which he knew con- 
tained a ten pound, sent by him to release S. from some 
inn where he was " money bound," and that he opened it, 
and took out the money. "Wesley said, also, that the butler 
had assured him he found once the window-frames stuffed 
with papers to prevent them from rattling, and, on taking 
them out, saw they were bank notes, which S. had used for 
this purpose some stormy night and never missed them. 

9th. Took Lucy and her pretty friend Clementina to 
"WiUis's in St. James's Street, to hear a Spaniard whom 
Sir William Carol had appointed to sing some of his na- 
tional songs for me at one o'clock. The Spaniard sick in 
bed; but it being a drawing-room day, the sight from 
Willis's balcony was very gay, and we were regaled with 
luncheon, civilities, &c. &c. Went from thence with 
them to the Diorama. Dined at Loid Auckland's : com- 
pany, Luttrel, Fielding, James Stuart, and young Gre- 
ville. The latter sung a little in the evemng, and so 
did! 

10th. Breakfasted with M. A. Taylor by appoint- 
ment ; beautiful house. Sat with him in his garden look- 
ing upon the Thames, and talked of Sheridan ; mentioned 
his own share in the transaction of 1811. Being sent for 
by the Prince at three in the morning, found him, Sheri- 
dan, and Adam together, the latter looking very black. 
The Prince produced to Michael a rough draft of an 
answer to the Address of the Houses (which was to be 
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given the next day), and said he must make two fair copies 

of it immediately, adding, " these d fellows (i. e. Lords 

and Commons) wiU be here in the morning." The draft 
was partly in the handwriting of the Prince, and partly 
in that of Sheridan. The Prince, by Michael's advice, 
went to bed, and Michael set to copying, while Sheridan 
and Adam were pacing up and down at opposite parts of 
the room. Presently Adam came to Michael's elbow and 
whispered him (looking at Sheridan), " that's the d — nedst 
rascal existing." A little after, Sheridan came and whis- 
pered Michael, " D — n them all !" (meaning Adam, Lords 
Grey, Grenville, &c.) Having performed his task, Taylor 
went home, and returned to Carlton House next morning, 
where he found the members of the Houses already 
arriving. The Prince, who was still in bed, sent for him, 
and said, " Are those fellows come ? " " Yes, sir, some of 
them are arrived." "D — n them all," was the reply. 
He then told Michael that he must make fresh copies of 
the Address, as there had been more alterations in it. 
Michael told me he saw very plainly, at this time, that 
there was mischief brewing against the "Whigs. In the 
arrangements under the Regency, it was intended that 
Lord Moira should go to Ireland, and that Sheridan should 
be his secretary. Michael had been, I believe, first in- 
tended for this situation ; but it was afterwards decided by 
the Prince that he should remain in England and be Judge 
Advocate. Lord Grey, who (as Michael expressed it), 
was " all upon stilts "at the prospect of coming into power, 
in talking to Taylor of his appointment, said he saw no 
objection to his having it, as the Prince desired ; to which 
Taylor replied, that he thought it very doubtful whether 
any of them would come in, to the evident surprise and not 
VOL. IV. u 
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a little pique of Lord Grey, who said, " How should you 
know anything about it?" The Prince a day or two 
after went to Windsor, where the Queen and the Duke of 
Cumberland settled the whole matter. Lucy Drew took 
me out to Holland House; found Lord and Lady Hol- 
land ; and the latter gave me a little lecture on my trans- 
gression of Sunday last. Thence went and left my name at 
Canning's. Dined at Lord Jersey's : company, the Tan- 
kervilles. Lord Duncannon, Sydney Smith, Brougham, &c. 

11th. A note from Lady Holland to ask me for two 
or three different days next week ; sent her my list to show 
her how double, treble locked and bolted I am for din- 
ners during my stay. Dined at Lord Lansdowne's with 
Corry : company, Lord Auckland, the Grahams, Mur- 
tado, and other Spanish Americans, and Lady Cochrane. 
Introduced to the last, who is pretty and odd ; told me 
she would at any time have walked ten miles barefoot to 
see me. Some curious conversations after dinner, about 
Spanish America. Sung in the evening. 

12th. Breakfasted with Rogers. Dined at Phipps's; 
company, Sydney Smith and his family, James Smith (of 
the " Rejected Addresses "), Charles Moore, and Mrs. 
Siddons. Sung in the evening with the Miss Smiths. 
Lady Morgan's little niece sung very prettily with Madlle. 
Castelli ; sung also myself, and went afterwards to Mrs. 
Fleming's music. Heard some things by Garcia, Cara- 
dori, &c. and then home. 

13th. Dined at Rees's in Paternoster Row with Corry. 
Tom Campbell of the party. The day not very agreeable. 
L.'s carriage called and took me to her at Mr. Barber's at 
the Charter House; a nice old man and nice old place. 
From thence to Lady Jersey's child's ball, the prettiest ball 
I have ever seen in London. Interesting, to trace the 
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beautiful mothers in their daughters. Lady Cowper, Mrs. 
Littleton, Lady Grantham, &c. &c. 

14th. Dined at Lord Dacre's: company, Lord and 
Lady Tavistock, Joanna Baillie, and Grattan. Kather 
agreeable. 

15th. Had a note from Lady HoUand to ask me to 
join her to-night at the play. Miss Tree's last appear- 
ance. Said " I think you might squeeze in a day to dine 
with us." Dined at Lord King's : company, Sydney 
Smith, George Fortescue, Lord Fortescue, the Lansdownes, 
the Cowpers, &c. During Smith's visit to the Observa- 
tory, said to the man, " Mr, , it must be very inter- 
esting to observe the progress of comets." " No, indeed, 
sir," answered the astronomer, " comets are very foolish 
things, and give a vast deal of trouble." Went to the 
play to Lady Holland, who had Lord John with her. 
Was to have gone to music at Lord Ashtown's, but too 
late. 

1 6th. Breakfasted at Eogers's : Sydney Smith and his 
family, Luttrel, Lord John, Sharpe, &c. ; highly amusing. 
Story of Forth, who informed Mr. Pitt during the French 
war, that there were two persons on their way from the 
north of Europe to assassinate him. Measures were ac- 
cordingly taken by the Ministers to track their progress ; 
they were seized, I believe, at Brussels, and in prison 
there for some years. It afterwards turned out that these 
men, instead of being assassins, were creditors of Forth, 
who were coming over to arrest him for a large sum, and 
he took this method of getting rid of them. Talked 
of Sir Robert Wilson. After the battle of Leipsic, to 
the gaining of which he was instrumental. Lord Castle- 
reagh, in sending over to Lord Stewart the public docu- 
ment containing the orders for thanks to Wilson, among 
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others on the occasion, accompanied It with a private one 
desiring Lord Stewart to avoid the thanks to Wilson aa 
much as he could, in order not to give a triumph to his 
party. Lord Stewart, by mistake, showed this letter, in- 
stead of the public one, to Wilson, who has had the forbear- 
ance never to turn it against the Government since. Dined 
at Lord Listowel's ; Corry and I and Latham went to- 
gether. (By the by, C. has made me a present of a hand- 
some dressing case.) Company, Spring Rice, the Bushes, 
the Knight of Kerry, &c. &c. Some agreeable conversa- 
tion about Burke, Pitt, &o. after dinner. Thence to Lady 
Jersey's, having been ordered by Lady Holland to join 
her there, though not asked. Found the Duke of Bed- 
ford, Lord King, Lord John, and Tiemey. Set off with 
Lord Jersey and Tiemey to go to Prince Leopold's as- 
sembly. Stopped by the string of carriages at the top of 
St. James's Street. Lord J. got out to walk, and I stayed 
•with Tiemey, and had about half an hour's conversation. 
Seems utterly to despair of any change in politics ; re- 
marked the success of Peel in procuring popularity for 
himself by this new Jury measure ; his name associated 
with it at public dinners ; the only reformer of the day. 
On my saying that Canning might carry the Catholic 
Question by resigning and coalescing with the Whigs, he 
said, " Who the devil wiU coalesce with people that don't 
coalesce with themselves." The assembly very crowded ; 
the Prince Leopold full of duality to me. Talked about 
his house being a curious old mansion, and that he meant 
to make an alteration in the doorways which are too 
small. I answered (not very courtier-like) that the rooms, 
too, were rather small. " Oh," he replied, " there's a good 
deal of space," and I tried to get out of the scrape by say- 
ing that I had as yet seen but few of them. Lord Has- 



JONE, 1825.] THOMAS MOORE. 293 

tings expressed a wish to have a minute's conversation with 
me, and on our reaching a retired part of the room said, 
that he heard I intended, in my forthcoming work, to 
bring forward proof of the King's marriage with Mrs. 
Fitzherbert. Instead of giving some uncertain answer 
which might have drawn from him an explanation of the 
object he had in this inquiry, I answered that I had no 
such intentions, nor, indeed, knew anything of the exist- 
ence of such proofs, but merely meant to allude to the 
constitutional consequences that would have resulted from 
such a marriage had it taken place. It is evident, I think, 
that the Carlton House people have expressed some alarm 
on the subject, and that his lordship volunteered his me- 
diation to prevent what they dreaded. But does not this 
look as if Lord Hastings was aware such proofs exist ? 
I called upon him, by the by, the other morning, and after 
reminding him of what he had once told me (at a time 
when I little thought I should ever be the biographer of 
Sheridan), that, after Fox's death, he (Lord H.) and Sheri- 
dan were entirely slighted by the remaining ministry, 
asked him whether he had any objection to my alluding 
to this circumstance. He answered, " not the least ; " and 
iadded, as another instance of their indisposition towards 
himself, that when the Prince afterwards associated him 
with Lords Grenville and Grey in drawing up an answer 
to the Address of the Houses, they refused to act with 
him. Stayed but a short tune, and after hearing one fright- 
ful squall from Veluti, came home. 

I7th. Dined with Agar Ellis: company, Lord Clifton, 
the Ponsonbys, Brougham, the Berrys, WiUiam Bankes, 
&c. At night Lucy's carriage (which she lent me) called 
to take me to Paddington, Corry was to have gone with 
me, but could not,, on account of spme business connected 
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with the Linen Trade Committee. Expected to meet 
there the celebrated poetess L. E. L., but was disappointed. 
Only two or three persons : among them a professor of 
the pianoforte, who sang some airs of his own to mine and 
Byron's words very prettily. Supped, and did not leave 
till bet>veen two and three. Left Miss Rennie and her 
sister at home, having kept L.'s carriage aU night. 

18th. Dined with the Spottiswoodes ; a large family 
party, 

19th. Walked with Corry in Kensington Gardens. 
Dined at the Barings' : company, LasceUes, Wm. Bankes, 
&c. &c. 

20th. Dined at Lord Cawdor's: the Abercrombies, 
Ponsonbys, &c. Meant to have dined with Burgess 
first, but breakfasted with him this morning instead. 

21st. Busy in my arrangements for starting for 
Brighton to-morrow, where I am going to see a Mr. 

I , who professes to be able to tell me much about 

Sheridan. Edward Moore has offered to take me in his 
carriage. Dined with him ; only Corry besides. Bid my 
wine-merchant send some samples of port for me to try 
there. 

I have set down here not one half what occurred, as I 
was too busy all the time in town to make memorandums 
at the moment, but I shall here add a few more par- 
ticulars. The day I dined with Brougham he gave me, 
in coming away, the observations he had promised me on 
the subject of the Prince's marriage with Mrs. Fitzherbert, 
fiUing about four sheets of note paper. How he can find 
time for every thing is quite miraculous : yesterday, be- 
sides his law business, he attended and spoke at two 
public meetings. A few mornings after I met Creevy at 
Brougham's, I called upon the former by appointment, and 
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heard a good deal from Hm about Sheridan. Passed some 
time with S. in Northumberland (at Orde's, I believe). 
S.'s gaiety : acted over the Battle of the Pyramids on 
Marston Moor, ordering " Captain Creevy to cut out 
that cow," pointing to a cow in a ditch. S.'s anxious 
efforts in 1805 to get the Prince to give the Receivership 
to Tom. Creevy has seen him cry while entreating the 
Prince on the subject. Sheridan one day told Creevy 
that having gone to Cox's (?), where he used to receive 
his money for the Receivership, and requested they would 
lend him ten pounds on account, the clerk said, " Haven't 
you received my letter, sir ? " Sheridan answered in the 
negative, the truth being (Creevy said) that letters were 
very often not taken in at his house for want of assets to 
pay the postage. The clerk then told him, to his no 
small surprise and joy, that there were 1200?. in their 
hands placed to his account, and arising from some Jine, I 
think, connected with his office. S. instantly, on the 
strength of this, took a house at Barnes Terrace, set up a 
carriage, and spent the 1200Z, in a very few months. 
Sheridan very expert at dressing an Irish stew in a country 
party. Creevy was witness, in 1805, to the introduction 
of Sheridan for the first time to Hastings, by the Prince 
at the Pavilion, S. said something to this effect, "You 
are, I am sure, too much a man of the world not to feel 
that all I did on that occasion was merely in the spirit of 
politics," &C. &c. Hastings appeared much pleased by 
his declaration, and hinted that it would be no small grati- 
fication to him, before he died, to have these sentiments 
made known to the world. S. on this hacked out as well 
as he could. C. says S. was not in the habit of borrowing : 
had Whitbread's authority also for this. Sheridan twice, 
be thinks, in a spunging house : Whitbread described his 
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finding him there, speculating upon Westminsterj Lord 
Cochrane having been just then disgraced. 

The night of Lady Jersey's ball the Duke of Gloucester 
returned again to the subject of Captain Rock : said he 
had lent it to a great Tory, and it had converted him. 
On asking Burgess about Sheridan's debts, he said he had 
paid 150 per cent, upon them all. The statement of his 
having drawn 330,000/. from the theatre, he says, not 
true. His habit of carrying a bag of papers with him 
when he went to a coffee-house, to look over them there ; 
took one day a bag of love letters by mistake, and getting 
drunk left them there : this was what Ward told me of. 
The sum asked by the person who got possession of them 
was one hundred guineas, but they were regained in the 
violent way I have mentioned. 

22nd. Set off between eleven and twelve, and arrived 

to a late dinner at Brighton. Mr. I , as I heard 

before I left town, gone to London on a consultation till 
Friday, so I shall have to stay all over to-morrow. 
"Walked about. 

23rd. Sir Bichard Phillips called, and bored me be- 
yond measure. Heard that Lord John Townshend was 
in Brighton ; went and sat some time with him ; promised 
to drink tea with him and Lady John in the evening. 
Dined with Sir Richard (Moore and I); his daughter a 
fine woman, brought up entirely on vegetables, like him- 
self, both telling well for this Pythagorean diet. Went 
to Lord John T. ; had much talk with him about She- 
ridan. 

24th. Strolling about Brighton. Mr. was to arrive 

at four : conceived but little expectations from him ; evi- 
dently a take in. Dined in a hurry at the inn, and then 
set off with Moore to 's, who had, claret, fruit, and 
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Sir Richard Phillips laid out for us. Just as I thought ; 
a good, vulgar, jolly, ignorant gentleman, whom Sheridan 
laid hold of in his latter days, and who was just as fit a 
recipient for his wit, as a hog trough would be for cham- 
pagne. Got literally nothing out of him but a few glasses 
iof wine, and escaped with Moore as soon as I could to a 
raffle at the Library. Thi^ is too bad ; to come expressly 
too from London for such a bubble ! If I had not met 
Lord John, I should have had just nothing for my pains. 
Lord John, by the by, told me that in Sheridan's song, 
" "When 'tis night," it was originally, instead of " Some 
pretty girl and true " (which Lord J. suggested), " Who 
had his last adieu." 

25th. Set off for town between ten and eleven. Dined 
at Richmond, and while dinner was getting ready walked 
to look at Lord Lansdowne's beautiful villa. Got to town 
at seven. Saw L. Packed up. 

26th. Started for Sloperton; Lucy's old friend, Mr. 
Barber, in the coach ; rather an agreeable journey. The 
whole of this next month was devoted, with little in- 
terruption, to my Sheridan task, correcting proofs, and 
finishing what yet remained to be written. Found at 
home, on my arrival, an extract from Dr. Parr's will, 
sent me by his executors, in which he says, " I give 
a ring to Thomas Moore, of Sloperton, Wilts, who 
stands high in my estimation for original genius, for his 
exquisite sensibility, for his independent spirit, and in- 
corruptible integrity." During the hot weather of this 
month, July (hotter than any remembered for many years), 
we were imprudent enough to have parties for the children 
on several of the most sultry evenings, at our own house, 
Prowse's (the curate, who has four or five little ones), and 
Phipps's: blindman's buff, and racing in such weather, 
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was but ill likely to do either old or young any good ; 
none, however, suffered by it except Bessy, her leg not 
getting at all well. Towards the end of July the Lans- 
downes arrived. Bessy left home for Cheltenham on the 
22nd, where Lady Donegal had provided lodgings for her, 
and Bowles took her and the two little ones (Tom and 
Eussell) in his carriage. A few days before I had attended 
the funeral of Henry Joy's father, as pall- bearer, at Chip- 
penham. Slept at Bowles's the night before. Long and 
amusing arguments with him, as usual, about the Church, 
the universities, &c. &c. Looked at Milton's Latin sonnet 
to his tutor, Thomas Young. It was his zeal and affec- 
tion for this tutor (B. said) that first led him into contro- 
versy. Young was one of the writers of " Smectynmuus" 
(which name was made up out of the initials of the different 
authors), and when the work was attacked, Milton stepped 
forward in its defence. Looked also over Wharton's beau- 
tiful passage in his Preface to Milton's Poems, expressing 
the regret that must be felt at his abandonment of poetry, 
&c. for the wrangling of politics. Nothing can be happier 
than his application of Milton's own passage, ending 
" What need a vermil-tinctured lip for this." On the 
28th my dearest Anastasia left me for school, having been 
my housekeeper since her mamma went. Dined with the 
Lansdownes three times, once at Phipps's, and once at 
Locke's. 

August 4th. Set off for Cheltenham. Had a chaise to 
the Cross-Hands, where I took the coach. An Irish lady, 
who was not a little angry at my laughing at her country: 
told her who I was before we parted, and nothing could 
exceed her surprise and pleasure. Found darling Bessy 
in a snug little cottage, No. 10. Suffolk Parade ; or rather 
found her at Lady Donegal's, whither she had gone to 
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dinner. A little better, but the leg stiU continuing bad ; 
not allowed to take exercise. The Donegals all kindness 
to her and her little ones ; Tom calling Lady D. " Granny," 
and all like the same family. Proposed that Bessy and 
Barbara should go to the play. Did so : Young in Ham- 
let; the King and Ophelia laughable beyond anything. 
Little Tom much delighted. 

5th. Went out with Bessy ; she in the chair, and I 
walking. Dined with the Donegals. In the evening. 
Lord and Lady Kenmare, and young Wilmot : sung a 
good deal to them. 

6th. Went with Barbara and Miss Godfrey to see the 
humours of the Wells before breakfast. Drove about after- 
wards with Bessy and Barbara. Called and sat a little 
while with Lady Kenmare. After dinner went to the 
Walks (Sir A. and Lady Faulkner being of our party), 
and I had to stand the stare of the night. 

7th. Started in the coach for town, with heart much 
lighter for having seen my dear girl and her urchins : ar- 
rived at eight. Slept for the night at Mrs. Soane's, but 
as she had none but the parlours vacant, resolved to change 
my quarters on the morrow. 

8th. Heaps of proofs from Longmans'. Corrected 
some. Moved to 19. Bury Street. Dined at the Athe- 
naeum, Lord Stowel and the Chief Baron dining at a table 
near me. Lord Blessington, whom I had called upon in 
the morning, came in; had been to my lodging; asked me 
to dinner to-morrow. 

9th. At work. Dined at Lord B.'s : company. Gen. 
d'Orsay and his aide-de-camp, who are travelling with Lord 
Blessington, and Powell (the Queen's); dull enough. In 
the evening the Speaker came. Talked of the mistakes 
of English people in French. The Speaker said that 
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Lord W 's French for " never mind " was " jamais 

esprit." Said also, that when he asked Lord Westmore- 
land, ia Paris, whether he meant to go on to Italy, Lord 
W. said, " No, no, I have had enough of the sea already." 
This is too bad even for Lord W . 

11th. Grot out at three. Called upon Burgess : told 
him of the scrape he was near getting me into by giving 
me a copy of a letter as Brinsley Sheridan's that was 
written by his brother Charles ; luckUy it was so puzzling 
in its dates and circumstances, that it set me on inquiry 
before I ventured to make use of it. Promised to give me 
the answers of Lords Grey and GrenviUe to the address of 
the Houses in 1811. Asked him to go with me and dine 
at the Longmans' to-morrow. Got down to the Charter 
House to dinner at a httle after five. Only old Barber, 
L., and myself. Went to the Haymarket in the evening ; 
duU enough. Read the papers at the Club, and in bed at 
one. Have got two letters from my darhng Bessy since 
I came ; says she is better. Had taken greatly to the 
Kenmares, with whom she was going about a little. 

1 2th. Out for about an hour: went to see the Living 
Skeleton.- Burgess called on me before six. AValked to 
Paternoster Bow : company, Surgeon Thompson, Mr. 
Mills, Col. Hawker, &c. &c. A curious circiunstance 
mentioned, that it was a Scotchman drew up the charter 
of the Bank of England, and introduced the rule that no 
Scotchman should be a director ; knowing that if but one 
was admitted, aU the rest would be Scotchmen too. Talked 
of sculpture. Singular that the ancients, with their im- 
perfect knowledge of anatomy, should have represented the 
muscles in action so correctly, and even better than the 
moderns : seems as if this knowledge was unnecessary to a 
eculptor. The Apollo (Surgeon T. said) has no one part 
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of him formed like a man, so that the artist gained his ob- 
ject of creating something quite unlike a human creature, 
yet producing the effect of most perfect and divine 
beauty. C. H. afterwards. Had a letter this morning 
from Walter Scott, in answer to one I wrote him before 
I left home, expressing my regret at not being in my 
own green land to welcome him, and saying how I envied 
those who would have the glory of showing him and Kil- 
lamey to each other, there being no two of nature's pro- 
ductions so worthy of meeting. 

13th. Went out at three to call upon Burgess, who 
diowed me some very curious papers indeed, particularly a 
letter, written for the Prince by Sheridan, after the dismis- 
sion of the Whig ministry in 1806, explaining all the 
motives and feelings that then actuated him. The letter 
appears to have been written in consequence of some 
[left unfinished]. Dined at Lord Blessington's : company, 
the Speaker, Comte d'Orsay, and his aide-de-camp. The 
Speaker gave us an account of the new commission estab- 
lished for examining and publishing the documents in the 
State Paper Office : it appears that there is a regular his- 
tory from the time of Henry YIII. 

14th. Called upon Burgess, who still keeps me in sus- 
pense as to giving those papers. Said he thought he might 
venture to let me have the letter of the Prince, but must 
consult a gentleman with whom he was to dine to-day : a 
sad shuffler. When I told him that I had no longer any 
interest about the work further than my anxiety for its 
fame went, having got all I was to get for it long ago, and 
spent it, he said he should stipulate with the Longmans 
that his contributions of these three papers should be re- 
paid, in some shape, to me. Begged him to do no such 
thing, at least for me, as I had no right to claim anything 
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more from them. Called upon one of my poetesses. Miss 

, and Miss E. Dined alone at the Club, and went 

to sup with Power. 

15th. Called upon Burgess. His friend has advised 
him not to give me more than one of the letters : this is a 
sad disappoiatment to me. Dined at Holland House : com- 
pany, Adair, Whishaw, Mr. Warburton, Mr. Hackett, 

Lord Affleck, &c. &c. Story of Lord W saying in 

one of his speeches, " I ask myself so and so," and re- 
peating the words, " I ask myself." " Yes," said Lord 
EUenborough, " and a damned foolish answer you'll get." 
Frere's beautiful saying, that, " Next to an old friend, the 
best thing is an old enemy." In the evening Warburton 
pointed out to me a remark in a work just pubKshed upon 
" Political Economy," that one thing cannot be said to have 
value without relation to some other thing, no more than 
one object can be said to have distance without reference to 
some other. This is the great mistake Smith, Malthus, 
&c. &c. have made in endeavouring to find something of 
Jixed value, whereas no such thing exists. Some have 
taken corn for the standard, some labour, and some (by a 
strange sort of abstraction) a mean between labour and 
corn. Rogers arrived after dinner. In talking of Hose's 
Ariosto mentioned an odd phrase he uses of a lady " voiding 
a saddle," veto. In going to bed. Lord H. took me into his 
room to show me some passages we had been talking of be- 
fore dinner, relative to the knowledge which the ancients 
had of hawking. His own remarks upon a passage in the 
" Odyssey," where a simile Is used about the suitors, which 
he thinks does describe hawking. AH depends, however, 
upon whether the word ve<f)ea in those lines may be taken, 
in Homeric language, to mean nets. A passage in Aristotle 
plainly describes hawking. 
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16 th. Lady H. had ordered the carriage to bring me 
into town early, but I walked, and Eogers with me, a part 
of the way. Mentioned Sheridan saying, when there was 
some proposal to lay a tax upon milestones, that it was un- 
constitutional, as they were a race that could not meet to 
remonstrate. Went down to Shoe Lane, thence to Pater- 
noster K.0W, and made some money arrangements. Thence 
to the C. H. : stayed an hour. At my lodgings found a 
letter from dear Bessy, enclosing one from Miss Furness ; 
by which it appears that the latter has had an execution 
put upon her house, and is obliged to dismiss all her pupils. 
Bessy has dispatched Hannah to bring our sweet Anastasia 
to her. Had a letter from the son of Theobald Wolfe 
Tone, who is about to publish his father's diaries, &c., and 
wants my assistance. Went to Kogers's: looked over the 
notes he has from Sheridan. Walked out with him to 
Holland House : company. Lord and Lady Wm. Kussell, 
Misses Fox and Vernon, Comte de Faux Guyon. A good 
deal of talk in the evening with Allen: praised Adam 
Smith's style in his " Theory of Moral Sentiments ; " cost 
him great labour. Hume's, on the contrary, written off 
easily; great part of his history without any erasure. 
Went with Lord Holland to his dressing-room, where he 
read me some remarks of his upon an unpublished pam- 
phlet of Sir Charles Grey, which is meant to prove that 
Lord Orford (of all people) was the author of Junius. 
Forgot to mention that last night Lord H. read to me 
from a manuscript of his own, in several cahiers, what I 
rather suspect to be memoirs of his own times. The part 
he read to me related to Drury Lane and Lord Byron. 
There was also mention in it of the latter's verses on the 
Princess Charlotte, and my parody on the Prince's letter. 
" Another poet," he said, " Mr. Moore, with more of Irish, 
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humour than of worldly prudence," &c. This is too bad. 
Lord Holland himself having been the person who first 
put it into my head to write that parody ! Head me some 
epigrams and translations of his own, and others. Among 
the latter, the following on an indefatigable translator, 
Philemon Holland, publishing a version of Suetonius, — 

" Philemon with translations so doth fill us, 
He won't let Suetonius be Tranquillus." 

Did not leave his room till near two, 

17th. Brought in, after breakfast, by Lord H., who 
was going to a dentist. Conversation chiefly upon teeth ; 
has suffered from them since he was two or three and 
twenty, and his present false teeth (three or four in front) 
the Only ones he has felt comfortable with. Has had a 
tooth fall out while speaking in the House of Lords, which 
he described as the most dreadful sensation possible. Large 
mouths, he said, favourable to good teeth, and remarked 
that that was one of the reasons of my having such " a 
deuced good set of teeth." Promised to dine again with 
them to-morrow, but found a note to say that Bishop had 
fixed to meet me at Power's. Received a letter from Lord 
Essex, " renewing his solicitations " for me to come to 
Cashiobury. Dined at the Club. Some talk with Lord 
Nugent. Met Bailey, and went to the Lyceum with him : 
the opera of " Tarare." "Went behind the scenes, and was 
introduced to Miss Paton. The Burghershes in the next 
box to us ; went in, and had a good deal of conversation. 

18th. Did not get out till near Power's dinner hour. 
Bishop mentioned a thing Poole told him of his travelling 
with a Yankee from Paris to Dover, who did not open his 
mouth the whole time, tUl, on their leaving Dover, he said, 
" What an extraordinary coincidence ! I declare yonder's 
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a ' Prospect Place,' and there's a ' Prospect Place ' also at 
Philadelphy." In the evening went over the whole of 
the new number of " National Melodies" with Bishop, who 
thinks them the best of any yet. Sung also my own two 
glees with him, " Ship, ahoy !" and " The Watchman," 
which he likes very much. Met L. in Bury Street. 
"Wrote to Lord Essex, to say I should come this day 
week. 

19th. In walking, to my great surprise, met Lord 
Lansdowne ; he and she arrived last night in consequence 
of the iUness of Lady Charlotte Lemon. "Walked with 
him home. Dined at Paternoster Bow ; took Baily with 
me. Company, Merivale, Christie, Power, &c. &c. After- 
wards to the C. H. 

20th. "Went out early. Called on the Princess de 
PoHgnac. Thence to Shoe Lane to make some arrange- 
ments with the printers. Dined alone at the Club. "Went 
for an hour to the Cobourg Theatre : wretched stuff. 

21st. Met Lord Lansdowne, and walked a little with 
him : mentioned the Retrospective Review as latterly very 
well done; and was anxious I should find out for him 
who were the authors of it. Spoke of an article in it on 
the Catholic Mass, in which I am mentioned, he said, " in 
the way I deserved to be." They quoted my lines " From 
the Irish Peasant to his Mistress," to show with what 
charms persecution may invest even the worst superstition. 
" They take you," he said, " for a Catholic ; " I answered 
they had but too much right to do so. "We then 
talked of the last stretch of fanaticism in Charles X., in 
putting all France under the protection of the Virgin, 
Voue au blanc ; shops and aU France dressed in white ! 
Dined at Holland House. My Lady not very well ; sum- 
moned me to sit next her. Whishaw, Adair, &c. . Told 
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ghost stories in the evening. The lady haunted by the 
large hat always near her ; had been faithless to her lover. 
They seemed to like very much my story of the young 
man climbing up to the window to look at his father dying : 
Lord H. said it would do for a poem. In talking at din- 
ner of the disadvantage of people being brought up to 
wealth and rank. Lady H. said, " that if she were a fairy, 
wishing to inflict the greatest mischief upon a child, she 
would make him abundantly rich, very handsome, with 
high rank, and have all these advantages to encircle him 
from the very cradle ; " this she pronounced to be an infal- 
lible recipe for producing perfect misery ; and " in the 
mean time," she added, "I should have the gratitude of 
the child's relations for the precious gifts I had endowed 
him with." This produced discussion and dissent. Lord 
H. said it depended upon the natural disposition of the 
person. There were some that would be happy in all 
situations : " There 's Moore," he said, " you couldn't 
make him miserable even by inflicting a dukedom on him." 
Lord and Lady Cowper came in the evening. Asked me 
to come to Panshanger to them. When all the rest went 
to bed. Lord H. kept me, reading Dryden's " Aurungzebe" 
to me. Magnificent passages in it ; " And with myself 
keep all the world awake," apphcable to Napoleon. 

22nd. Off in the morning to town before eight, having 
been led into this excess by the derangement of my watch. 
Breakfasted at Hatchett's, in Piccadilly. Called at the 
Lansdownes', and found that they were to bring me back 
from Holland House in the evening. OiF to Shoe Lane, 
after working a little at home. Thence to L. Dined at 
Holland House: the Lansdownes, Dr. Holland, Adair, 
Lord Valletort, Lord Gower, &c. The Lansdownes 
brought me home. 
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23rd. "Worked a little. Called, according to promise, 
on the Burghershes. Veluti there; afterwards Braham, 
Hawes, Mercer, &c. Got up some things of Lord B.'s 
operas very beautifully. Braham's singing at sight re- 
markable. Veluti's look and manner particularly interest- 
ing, but his singing still disagreeable to me. Went after- 
wards with Sir Andrew * (one of those many old 

friends of mine whose name I don't know) and Lord 
Burghersh to the Academy of Music, where Bochsa made 
the pupils play for me a fantasia of Beethoven's, where a 
chorus is introduced after a long instrumental symphony ; 
all admirably executed. An Irish girl. Miss Chancellor, 
at the pianoforte ; a remarkably fine player. Thence to 
Shoe Lane, with copy. Lord Nugent had called in the 
morning to beg I would meet him at the Athenajum at half 
past six ; did so. Some talk about a publication of Spanish 
songs, which he meditates. Thence to dinner at Lady 
Westmoreland's: company. Lord Gower, Marquis and 
Marquise Palmella, &c. &c. She, in her strange way, 
talked of " Captain Rock," which Palmella said he had read 
at Lisbon, and thought it the most original book he had 
ever met with. Lady W. said, " that never was there any 
thing to equal it, either in talent or mischief; that it was 
also the most heartless book ever written; and though 
those who knew me well said I had a great deal of heart, 
she would judge from this work I had none." All this half 
addressed to Palmella, and half to me. Sung in the even- 
ing. Walked on Waterloo Bridge. 

24th. Lord Lansdowne called on me, and left word he 
was going away to morrow. Found him at the TraveUers' 
Club, and walked a little with him. Quoted the French 

* Barnard was afterwards inserted. 
X 2 
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proverb, Si la jeunesse savait, ou si la vieillesse pouvait. 
"Went to meet Lord Nugent at the Athenjeum. Brought 
in his words to Spanish songs ; rather pretty. Amused 
me a little to think of " Lord George," the young man 
about town (vide " Twopenny Postbag ") consulting me 
friendlily on the subject of his poetry Dined alone at the 
Athenaeum, and thence to the C. H. Walked in the town 
tiU late. Had a note to-day from Lord Essex (in which 
he bids me use Cashiobury " as my villa" during my 
printing business) desiring I would persuade Barnes to 
come down with me to-morrow. 

25th. Started for Cashiobury in the coach at two ; got 
there at four. Found them driving about ; Lady Davy 
and Young of the party, and joined them. A most lovely 
and enjoyable place. Some talk with Lord Essex in the 
evening about Sheridan. 

26th. Drove with Lord E. and Lady Davy to call on 
Lady Elizabeth Whitbread, who was on a visit in the 
neighbourhood. On our return sung to Lady Davy. 
She talked much of the Giuccioli whom she knew inti- 
mately at Rome. Saw a note in a book of hers which she 
had lent Lord Byron, in which he said that it was his 
strong wish to believe that she would continue to love him, 
but there were three things against it, " she was nineteen, 
come out of a convent, and a woman." Lord E. asked me 
to take a drive with him through the grounds, which I 
most readily accepted; full of beauty. Showed me one 
or two cottages, and said he had many others to tempt me 
with, if I would come and live in his neighbourhood. 
Told me of his having taken Sheridan to Drury Lane, the 
first and only time he ever set foot in the new theatre, and 
(according to Lord E.'s account) the last time he ever 
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was out of Ms house before his death. The actors drank 
his health ia the green-room most flatteringly. Told the 
anecdote of the Priace pitching the Abb6 St. Phar (half- 
brother to the Duke of Orleans) into the water at New- 
market. The Abbe had some method of making the 
fish lie still by tickling (or some such manoeuvre), and 
proceeded to exhibit his skill, haying first made the 
Prince and all the rest give their honours that they would 
not push him into the water. He then bent down to 
the river or pond, when the P., not being able to resist 
the temptation, pitched him head over heels into the 
middle of it. The Abbe was so enraged, that when he got 
out, he ran after the Prince, and but that the company 
favoured the escape of the latter, would have treated him 
rather roughly. The Prince once having applied, ia 
speaking of Sumner (now member for Siurrey), a cant 
phrase he was much in the habit of using, some one told 
Suniner, who, meeting Jack Payne afterwards in the 
street, said to him, showing a large stick he had in his 
hand, " Tell your master he had better keep out of my 
way, as, if I meet him, I shall fell him to the earth." 
When Fox questioned the Prince about the loan from the 
Duke of Orleans, and the bonds which the Priace had 
given for the purpose, the Prince denied most solemnly 
having ever given any bonds ; upon which Fox produced 
them to binn out of his pocket, thus convicting him of a 
lie to his very face. Errington was the person supposed 
to have been present at the marriage of the Prince and 
Mrs. Fitzherbert. When Lord Essex returned once from 
France, the Prince said to him, " I am told, but cannot 
believe it, that when at Paris you wear strings to your 
shoes." " It is very true, sir, and so do the Duke of 

X 3 
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Orleans, &c., and so will your Royal Highness before six 
months are over." " No, no, I'll be damned if ever I do 
such an effeminate thing as that." Story of the P. At- 
tempted once to shoot himself on account of Mrs. Fitz- 
herbert ; only fired at the top of the bed, and then punc- 
tured himself with a sword in the breast. Lord E. thinks 
the Queen of France was innocent ; so thought Lord 
Whitworth. If she erred with any one, it was Fersen 
a Swede, he who assisted in her escape. 

27th. Started at eight for town. Dined with Barnes 
(of the " Times"). A large party : Serjeant Rough and his 
two daughters, M. Comte (conductor of the " Minerve ") 
and his wife, a daughter of Say, &c. &c. ; rather agreeable. 
Talked of a variety of topics, — Burke, Dryden, Lord 
Thurlow. Dryden always gives you the idea of being ca- 
pable of much more than he did. B. quoted a passage of 
Cicero, where, discussing different methods as more or 
less musical, of constructing a particular sentence, he de- 
cides for concluding it with the word comprobavit. Where 
is this? 

28th. Dined at Holland House. Forgot, in goiag out 
there, to change my long mormng coat for an evening 
one, and had to dine in the former costume, which was not 
a little disagreeable: company, Rogers and his sister. 
Rose, Stratford Canning, Palmella, Byng, Fazakerly, &c. 
Fazakerly mentioned that he had the other day met 
Lain6, the former Minister of the Interior in Paris, who 
told him that he had had a project of getting Captain 
Rock translated, and adding as an appendix to it, the late 
reports of the committee on Ireland, but he feared that the 
attacks on the principle of tithes would render the book 
obnoxious to the priests, and gave it up. 
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29th. Walked into town in all the rain early ; worked 
a little ; went off to Shoe Lane and to Longmans' to get 
some money to send Bessy, who means to leave Chelten- 
ham on Friday. Called at the C. H. Returned to Hol- 
land House to dinner : Lord Gower and Lady Stan- 
hope of the party. Lord H. gave a good description 
of a Spanish bull-fight. The caciatero is a little fellow 
who comes and gives the bull the coup de grace, after the 
matador has conquered him ; and in Spain, when they hear 
of an additional physician being called in to some one that 
is very ill, they call him the caciatero (?). The splendid 
thing for the matador is in making the homage of his vic- 
tory to some fine lady present, to draw his bloody sword 
over the expensive dress he wears, so as to render it unfit 
for further use. Lady Stanhope asked me to dinner to- 
morrow, but engaged. 

30th. Started before breakfast. Rogers spied me from 
his window and joined me as far as the end of Kensington 
Gardens. Breakfasted at the Athensemn, and home to 
work. Dined at the Charter House ; young Murray came 
in the evening. 

31st. Fixed to dine with Lord Strangford at the Athe- 
naeum, in consequence of a note he wrote me yesterday, 

saying, " Surely as none of your d d Whig dukes are 

in town, you could contrive, once in a way, to tSte-^-tite it 
with me at the Athenaeum." Went to the printer with 
my proofs. Dinner with Lord S. at seven ; a good deal 
of old fun between us. Told me of Canning's anger at 
him for not voting for the last Catholic Bill. Mentioned 
that on some one saying to Peel, about Lawrence's picture 
of Croker, " You can see the very quiver of his lips ; " 
" Yes," said Peel, " and the arrow coming out of it." 

X 4 
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Croker himself was telling this to one of his countrymen, 
who answered, " He meant Arrah, coming out of it." Sat 
together till near ten. 

Sept. 1st. Dined at Holland House : company, the 
Wm. Russells, Lady Davy, &c. ; Lord H. not at all in 
good spirits. I mentioned after dinner Barnes's opinion 
of Lord Liverpool, as one of the cleverest men in the 
House of Lords, which brought on discussion. Lord H. 
mentioned as curious that political affairs had always pros- 
pered best under men who had changed their pS^rty ; 
Godolphin, Lord Oxford, Mr. Pitt. I mentioned Mr, 
Fox, too, as an instance, which he tried not to admit ; the 
short share that Mr. Fox took, when young, in Lord 
North's politics, not being on subjects that much com- 
mitted his Whiggism. Sharpe mentioned to me the story 
of Sheridan and the milestones, and another. Sharpe was 
complaining of an ugly house built by D'Arblay just near 
them at Leatherhead, and Sheridan said, " Oh, you know 
we can easily get rid of that, we can pack it off out of the 
country under the Alien Act." Lady HoUand very 
anxious for me to give her copies of the " Watchman" 
and " Ship ahoy !" to take to Paris to Lady Granville, but 
shall not. Lady Davy brought me home. 

2nd. Got out about three. Called upon Miss Fur- 
ness, who wants her money, and though it is rather hard 
upon me (as Anastasia has not had much more than three 
months out of the half year) must, I suppose, pay her the 
whole sum, as she seems much distressed. Several 
letters from poets to answer ; one, a Portuguese, who 
sends me a work of his from Havre, about Camoens, with 
a fine letter calling me the ami and emule of Byron. 
Bessy inclosed me a letter from a Bath schoolmistress, 
proposing to take Anastasia, and saying that " terms would 
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be a very minor consideration indeed, with the daughter 
of such a man as Moore." 

3rd. Strangford called and sat some time : read me 
part of a letter from Lady Strangford on his telling her of 
the day that he and I passed together ; " Shall hence- 
forth," she says, " love Moore as nauch as I have always 
admired him for having given you one day of happiness." 
Showed me the extracts he talked of the other night from 
a MS. book of George VUliers, Duke of Buckingham, 
which the old Lady Jersey had in her possession, and lent 
him many years ago at Cheltenham. Some very remark- 
able things in it, which I wrote down when he left me 
as well as I could recollect them.* Met Warrender 

m 

while I was out, who invited me down to his place. Went 
and paid Miss Fumess twenty pounds of her money. 
The printers have sent me nothing to-day, it being some 
annual festival with them. Went to Holland House : 
company, Rogers, Abercrombie, &c. The dinner very 
amusing from a contest maintained with great spirit and 
oddity by Lady Holland against Lord H. and Allen (the 
latter most comically personal and savage) on the subject 
of Gen. Washington, whom she, with her usual horror 

* " I can as little live upon past kindness as the air can be warmed 
with the sunbeams of yesterday." " A woman, whose mouth is like an 
old comb, with a few broken teeth, and a great deal of hair and dust 
about it." " Kisses are like grains of gold or silver, found upon the 
ground, of no value themselves, but precious, as showing that a mine 
is near." " That man has not only a long face, but a tedious one." 
" One can no more judge of the true value of a man by the impres- 
sion he makes on the public, than we can tell whether the seal was of 
gold or brass by which the stamp was made." " Men's fame is like 
their hair, which grows after they are dead, and with just as little use 
to them." " A sort of anti-blackamoor, every part of her white but 
her teeth." " A woman, whose face was created without the preamble 
of ' Let there be light !' " " How few, like Danae, have God and 
gold together." 
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of the liberal side of things, depreciates and dislikes. 
The talent and good humour with which she fought us all 
highly amusing. In talking of the Game Laws, Rogers 
said, " If a partridge, on arriving in this country, were to 
ask what are the Game Laws ? and somebody would tell 
him they are laws for the ■protection of game, ' What an 
excellent country to live in,' the partridge would say, 
' where there are so many laws for our protection.' " 

4th. * * * Lord H. told at breakfast of the old Lady 
Albemarle (I think) saying to some one, " You have 
heard that I have abused you, but it is not true, for I 
would not take the trouble of talking about you ; but if I 
had said anything of you, it would have been that you 
look like a blackguard of week days, and on Sundays 
like an apothecary." Lord H. full of an epigram he had 
just written on Southey, which we all twisted and turned 
into various shapes, he as happy as a boy during the opera- 
tion. It was thus at last : — 

" Omnibus hoc vitium est cantoribus." 

" Our Laureat Bob defrauds the king, 
He takes his cash and does not sing : 
Yet on he goes, I know not why, 
Singing for us who do not buy." * 

Walked to Brompton alone. Went to indulge myself with 
the sight of the house I lived in (in Queen's Elms) the 
first year I was married. Thence to Mrs. Montgomery's ; 
to town, and back to Holland House to dinner : company, 
A.dam and his two sons. Lord Gower, Adair, Lady Stan- 
hope, &c. JLady S. said she had had a design upon me 



* Aliter, 



" And yet for us, who will not buy, 
Goes singing on eternally." 
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for the play last night, but that Strangford told her I was 
gone to Holland House. In the evening, to my great 
surprise and pleasure, Mrs. Leigh appeared. Could not 
help looking at her with deep interest; though she can 
hardly be said to be like Byron, yet she reminds one of 
him. Was still more pleased, when, evidently at her own 
request. Lady Stanhope introduced me to her : found her 
pleasing, though (as I had always heard) nothing above 
the ordinary run of women. She herself began first to 
talk of him, after some time, by asking me " whether I 
saw any likeness." I answered, I did ; and she said it 
was with strong fears of being answered " No," that she 
had asked the question. Talked of different pictures of 
him. I felt it difficult to keep the tears out of my eyes as 
I spoke with her. Said she would show me the miniature 
she thought the best, if I would call upon her. Brought 
home by Lady Affleck. From this on't too busy to keep 
my diary regularly. 

6 th. Dined alone at the Athena3um. 

7th. "Went to Peel's Coffee-house and looked over the 
file of the " Morning Post " for 1816, in order to find 
D. O'Brien's article about Sheridan. Dined at Miss 
White's : party. Lady Charlotte Bury, Lady Davy, &c. 
Sung in the evening. 

8th. Dined at Mrs. Montgomery's. An old acquaint- 
ance of mine (Miss Gore) of the party ; likewise the two 
Montgomerys, Murray, and Lucy. Miss Gore men- 
tioned a Frenchman saying to a party who were speaking 
English, Pour Vamovr de Dieu, parlez Chretien, meaning 
French. Saw Luttrel this morning. Walked about with 
him, but he was obliged to go home, not being well. Stayed 
with him a little while. 
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9th. Went to Lady Maria Gore's in the evening ; Mrs. 
Beauclerc and her daughters. 

10th to 12th. "Was to have gone down to Sir George 
Warrender's, but wrote to him on Friday to say I could 
not. Promised too to go from thence to Lady Stanhope 
at Lord Carrington's, but this, of course, frustrated too. 
Thought, however, I might be able to manage (as being 
nearer town) a trip to Farquhar's on the 12th, to Eoe- 
hampton, but this likewise I was obliged to decline. Due 
also at Panshanger and at Lord Nugent's, but the printer's 
devUs say " No." Dined with Rogers at his brother's at 
Highbury. 

13th. Returned home, after walking a little, at five, 
and worked away at copying out tiU past seven, when I 
walked down to Shoe Lane with what I had done, and 
returned to the Club, where I dined alone at about nine. 
Dr. Bain's card to-day informs me he is in town ; must 
have some talk with him about Sheridan's last illness, 
which is the part I am just now correcting for the press: 
must keep back the sheet till I see him. 

14th. A note from Burgess asking me to meet Dr. 
Bain at dinner with him at five to-morrow. Am en- 
gaged to the Knight of Kerry, but as he will not dine 
tiU near eight, shall contrive to manage both. 

15th. Wrote to Luttrel to Panshanger to make my 
apology to the Cowpers, having promised to go down there 
on Saturday, but find I cannot. Let off" my dinner with 
the Knight of Kerry to-day, on account of the death of 
some friend of his. Felt so low (both from exhaustion of 
stomach and some melancholy thoughts suggested by my 
task) that I could not help crying a little. Went with 
L. and the Montgomerys to the painter's, where she is 
sitting for her picture : from thence to see the pictiure of 
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Waterloo in the Park. They left me at Burgess's door, 
and Burgess having pressed Montgomery to stay for 
dinner, he did. A good deal of talk about Sheridan, but 
not many new lights on the subject. Went in the even- 
ing to Mrs. Montgomery's. 

16th. Did not get out till near four: met Abbot of 
Dublin : walked with me to Wardour Street, where I 
wanted to ascertain the name of Sheridan's pawnbroker : 
kept waiting a good while before I saw Mr. Harrison. 
Then home to dress, for an early dinner at Mrs. Mont- 
gomery's. 

I7th. Called at Power's on my way to Shoe Lane, and 
felt such a sinking in my stomach, that I stopped to dine 
with him. 

18th. Called at Mrs. Purvis's : found she was in town, 
and left word I would dine with her. No one there but 
the Speaker, who told some amusing anecdotes about him- 
self when a boy. His stopping to dine at Hatchett's on 
his way, alone, to school ; begging of the waiter to dine 
with him, and offering to send out for a pineapple to bribe 
him to do so. Talked of fagging : the horror he has had 
ever since of the boy to whom he was fag : once bought a 
horse which he liked very much till he knew that it had 
last belonged to this man, and then took a dislike to it. 
Mrs. P. mentioned that, in the same way, there has been a 
deadly feud between Lord Blessington and his fagger all 
through life ; lawsuits, &c. &c. The Speaker told also 
of the Duke of York's stupidity in reporting Bobus's 
joke about Vansittart and Hume, " penny wise and pound 
foolish;" " It was so good, you know," said the Duke, 
" calling Hume ' pound foohsh,' and Van ' penny wise ! ' " 
Mentioned Canning's having met Lord StoweU one day 
on the road with a turtle beside him in the carriage 
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whicli he was taking down to his country-house; Can- 
ning, a day or two after, said to him, " Wasn't that 
your son that was with you the other day ? " I told in re- 
turn a story of Jekyl's. Sir Ralph Payne begged of 
Jekyl to take him to see Philip Thicknesse's library, &o., 
which J., after cautioning him against saying anything to 
oifend Thicknesse's touchiness, consented to do. Sir Kalph 
behaved very well, tiU, just as they were leaving the house, 
he saw on the library door the original sketch of the print 
that is prefixed to Thicknesse's Travels, in which Thick- 
nesse is represented in an odd sort of a travelling carriage, 
and his monkey with him. Sir Ralph having asked what 
it was, Thicknesse said it was a representation of the way 
in which he had travelled on the Continent. " Poor 
Master Thicknesse," exclaimed Sir E., " he must have 
been greatly fatigued with the journey." This Sir Ralph, 
by the by, who was afterwards Lord Lavington, and 
governor of the Windward Islands, was the person of whom 
Jekyl told that anecdote about the consulting the Chief 
Justice, &c.; " the guns will be fired, the bells wUl be rung, 
the guards will aU turn out," &c. &c. Called on Bessy's 
mother this morning. Received from Burgess one of the 
letters I was so anxious to get from him (that written by 
Sheridan to the Prince in 1812, about the exclusion of 
Lord Grey), which Dr. Bain, I find, persuaded him to let 
me have : must see to-morrow how I can get it in. 

19th. Went pretty early to Shoe Lane, to see about 
getting Sheridan's letter in. Found the sheet was not 
printed ofi", and inserted part of it. Dined with Rogers at 
the Athenaeum; the first time he ever dined at a club. 
Went together in the evening to the English Opera, but 
could get no seats. From thence to the Coburg, where 
we saw a strange thing : " The Last Days of Napoleon ;" 
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where Bertrand and his wife were quietly listened to 
abusing the perfidy and cruelty of the English towards 
Napoleon, who was represented throughout in the most 
amiable light. Left the Coburg soon, and walked home 
by Waterloo Bridge ; a beautiful moonlight night. 

20th. Left the last pages of my work at the printer's. 
Dined at Longmans': company. Abbot, &c. Thence to 
Miss White's to meet Capt. Lyon and his newly married 
wife. Sung a good deal, which they seemed to like very 
much. 

21st. Was to have gone with Strangford to Sir George 
Warrender's to-day, but cannot spare the loss of to-morrow 
morning. He took Lord Binning with him instead. Went 
with Abbot, Harry Harris, and Beazeley to dine at Ma- 
thews's: company, Mrs. Purvis and her daughter, the 
Speaker, a Mr. Broderip, Price the American manager, 
&c. The day very amusing. Mathews's imitation of 
Coleridge admirable ; the " sm^Q-moindedness," &c. &c. 
Sung a good deal. Mathews's Dramatic Gallery very 
curious ; his " Life of Garrick," illustrated, particularly so. 
Has the first playbill In which Garrick was announced to 
act, between the acts of a concert, at Goodman's Fields. 
The French copy of the engravings of Sir J. Reynolds's 
picture of Garrick between Tragedy and Comedy, is en- 
titled U Homme entre le Vice et la Vertu. 

22nd. Took my prefiice (which I wrote yesterday) to 
the printer. Dined (I believe) at the Club. 

23rd. Felt myself free enough to saUy out in the morn- 
ing, and breakfasted at the Athenaeum. Called on the 
Jerseys : found there Lord Bristol and Agar Ellis : Lord 
Jersey's face still wrapped up from the late abscess under 
his ear. Dined at the Speaker's, which sounds a greater, 
honour than It is: company much the same as at Ma- 
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thews's, and the day quite as amusing, with the addition 
of an admirable cuisine and cellar. Speaker very civil ; 
had his lev^e-rooms and state dining-rooms lighted up 
in the evening, in order that I might see them. I men- 
tioned having heard Lord Sidmouth say that the only 
time his gravity was ever tried in the Chair was once when 
Brook "Watson getting up (on some subject connected 
with Nootka Sound) said, " Mr. Speaker, it is impos- 
sible, at this moment, to look at the north-east, without at 
the same time casting a glance to the south-west." The 
Speaker stood this pretty well ; but hearing some one be- 
hind the Chair say, " By God, no' one in the House but 
Wilkes could do that," he no longer could keep his coun- 
tenance, but burst out into a most undignified laugh. 'My 
host, on this, mentioned an occasion, on which he too had 
not been able to refrain from laughter. The Opposition 
(as he described it) had been, to his no small amusement, 
squabbling with one another, and firing into their own 
ranks, when presently he perceived a large rat issue from 
under the Opposition benches and walk gravely over to the 
Treasury side of the House. This, he said, he could not 
resist. Felt my story to be rather awkward before I was 
half through it, as the Speaker squints a little. Had music 
and mummery all the evening, and did not leave this dig- 
nified mansion till just two. 

24th. Was to have gone with Abbot to Hampton Court 
to-day, but made my excuse, as I wished to see the " Freis- 
chutz." Dined with Eees, and both went to Drury Lane. 

25th. Went to Paternoster Row, for the purpose of 
packing up the Sheridan papers for Charles S. and the 
other persons who had entrusted them to me. Met Lut- 
trel on my way, who asked me to dine with him at seven ; 
did so. Mentioned to me a good rhyme of his : — 
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" Of diamond, emerald, and topaz, 
Such as the charming Mrs. Hope has." 

Finished a bottle of cote rotie, of Champagne, and of 
claret with Luttrel, and went from thence to Power's to 
correct some music. 

26th. Corrected my last revises. Took a place in the 
coach for to-morrow morning, and transacted various little 
jobs. Dined at the Club. Came home and packed. 

27th. Started in the Emerald, and arrived at home at 
seven. 

28th. Dined at home. 

29th. Dined at Bo wood. The Agar Elllses, Fielding, 
and Talbot, Mrs. CoUingwood, &c. Sung in the evening. 
Slept there. 

30th. Walked home after breakfast, to see Bessy, the 
boil coming to a head. EetTirned to Bowood to dinner ; 
the Fazakerleys and Barings in addition to the party. Sung 
again in the evening. Slept there. 

Oct. 1st. Bowles called at Bowood, while I was listen- 
ing to Mrs. Fazakerley's singing to the guitar. "Went 
down to him ; wanted me to dine with him to-day, but 
told him that Bessy's iUness made it impossible for me to 
stay longer away from her. After luncheon. Lady Lans- 
downe brought me home in the carriage with Lady G. 
Ellis and Mrs. Baring. Found Bessy better, and anxious 
that I shoiild go to Bowles, on account of a nephew of his, 
who, he said, was to be with him, and could serve our 
little Tom at Winchester. Packed up fresh things, and 
set off to catch Lady L. on her return from Bromham. 
Met her at the corner of Sandy Lane, and went on to 
Bowood. Walked from thence to Bowles's: company, 
Mr. and Mrs. Fenwick, Young West, Linley, and a Miss 
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Sotheby, but no nephew ! Had a great many glees, duets, 
&c. in the evening ; my singing much liked. 

2nd. Looking over the sheets of Bowles's " More last 
Words " to Eoscoe. Having tried in vain to dissuade him 
from publishing it at aU, did my best to get rid of some of 
the twaddle. Set off to walk home between eleven and 
twelve : called at Bowood in passing, and saw Lady E. 
Fielding, who arrived yesterday. Dined at home. 

3rd. Dined at Bowood : Fazakerleys, Ficldings, 
Bowleses, and Sir J. and Lady Campbell. 

6th. The newspapers (" Times and Courier ") at the 
breakfast table, full of extracts from the "Life." Fidgeted 
exceedingly by seeing people reading them, at which they 
were not a little amused. Entreated Lord Lansdowne to 
wait tUl he could read the book itself, which he promised 
me to do. Returned home. Dined at Money's to meet 
Linley, the Bowleses, and Campbells. 

7th. Did a song for Power to an air of Crescimbeni's, 
beginning " Fear not, that while around thee." Keceived 
a letter from Charles Sheridan full of the warmest admira- 
tion and gratitude ; a most seasonable relief to my mind, 
as I have been even more anxious about his opiuion than 
that of the public. 

8th. A triumphant letter from Longmans', congratu- 
lating me on the perfect success of the work, saying that, 
from the state of the sale, they must go to press with an 
octavo edition on Monday, and desiring me to send up the 
corrected copy by to-morrow night's mail. They also add 
that, from the extent to which I had carried the work, and 
its success, they felt called upon to place to my credit 
300/. more than the sum originally stipulated to be paid 
for it. A letter liliewise from Lord John, in which he 
says he has read some of my book, and the extracts in the 
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" Times," and thinks it " very much what it ought to be." 
Have made up my mind to take a run to Paris, Lord John 
having offered to take me there, and Lord Lansdowne 
having invited me to take up my quarters with him, while 
there. Looked over the Life, having time only for verbal 
corrections. 

9th. Went to church with Bessy and Mrs. Branigan, 
who arrived here on Thursday. Sent off the corrected 
copy in the evening. 

10th. Walked over toLordLansdowne, who was much 
delighted with Longmans' and C. Sheridan's letters, which 
I had sent him. The Longmans had mentioned in theirs, 
that Henry Grattan had been with them, and seemed 
much disposed to put his materials for the Life of his 
father into my hands, but they said I must not do it 
till after the Life of Lord Byron. Lord Lansdowne much 
amused by the custom for Lives I was likely to have. I 
said I had better publish nine together in one volume, and 
call it " The Cat." Walked the greater part of the way 
home with me. 

1 1th, A letter from Lord John, saying he had read but 
little of my book when he wrote before, but that now he 
had got through two-thirds of it ; and " I confess," he says, 
" I am all astonishraent at the extent of your knowledge, 
the soundness of your political views, and the skill with 
which you contrive to keep clear of tiresomeness, when 
the subject seems to invite it." " Your wit and fancy," 
he adds, " we all knew before ; and the latter is, as usual,- 
perhaps a little in excess, but it is always so beautiful that 
we could not wish it to be other than it is." He says in a 
postscript, " I dined at Wimbledon yesterday, and all the 
Spensers sung chorus in praise of your book." This last 
circumstance gives me a good deal of pleasure, as 1 feared 
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Lord Spenser would rather resent my remarks on him and 
the other "Whig alarmists. Lord John has changed his 
mind about Paris, and wiU not go till Spring. Sent his 
letter to Lord L,, and said that his change of mind would 
make no diflference to my intentions. 

12th. A note from Lord Lansdowne, who starts with 
Lady L. on his way to Paris to-day. 

13th. Receive every morning letters about the Life; 
one full of praise from Elwyn, another from Scott (of De- 
vizes), and second from Lord John, relative to the remarks 
■upon the funeral, which I foresaw would produce uneasi- 
ness in many quarters. Tells me the Duke had lent 
Sheridan 200Z. before his Ulness, and attended the funeral 
by Mrs. S.'s invitation ; says this was probably the case 
with many. 

14th. Set off for Bath to dine at the mayor's great 
dinner ; Mrs. Branigan and Mrs. Phipps went with me. 
Went with Elwyn to the dinner, and got well seated : 270 
persons at the dinner. Lord Camden, Lord John Thynne, 
&c. &c. When my health was given from the Chair, I 
saw a speech was expected from me, and I had thought 
of some things to say, but as none of the great guns had 
gone beyond a simple return of thanks, I was resolved that 
neither would I ; so merely said, that after the brief man- 
ner the distinguished persons whose healths were already 
drunk had returned their thanks, it would ill become so 
humble an individual as myself to trespass further on their 
tune and attention than merely to say that I felt very 
deeply," &c. &c. This was the best thing to do, but I saw 
it disappointed them. Left at ten, and went home with 
Elwyn. He mentioned a good Italian squib on the Nea- 
politan revolution, as follows , — 
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Letter prom a Corforai. nj the patriotic Neapolitan Armt, 
AFTER ITS Defeat and Dispersion. 
Puleinello, mal contento 
Disertor dal Regimento, 
Scrive a Mama a Benevento, 
Delia Patria il triste evento. 
Movimento, Parlamento, 
Giuramento, Squarciamento, 
Gran Fermento, poco Argento, 
Armamento, e nel cimento, 
(Mene pento, mene pento) 
Fra spavento e tradlmento 
Siam fuggiti come il vento 
Mama mia, Mama bella 
Prega Deo per Pulcinella. 

Slept at Elwyn's. 

15tL Bowles brought me back as far as Buckhill, 
where I eat a couple of cutlets, and walked home after- 
wards. 

16th. A letter from the Longmans to say that they 
have sold every copy of the first 1000, and that the octavo 
will not be ready for two or three weeks. Take for 
granted, therefore, that there is a second quarto edition. 
Much inclined to give up my Paris trip for various reasons ; 
the expense, Bessy's health, the idleness, and one or two 
more things. 

17th. Bessy would not hear of my staying at home: 
insisted that if I did not go to France, that I inust go 
either to Scotland or Ireland, to amuse myself a little. 
Dear, generous girl, there never was anything like her for 
warm-heartedness and devotion. I shall certainly do no 
good at home, from the daily fidget I am kept in about my 
book. So perhaps an excursion somewhere, merely to 
change the current of my thoughts, would be of use. 

18th. Mean to set off to town on Thursday (as I had 
promised Power to meet Bishop there on musical busi- 
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ness), and then afterwards, perhaps, to Derbyshire and 
Scotland ! 

19th. More letters about the book. One from Barnes 
(of the Times) full of the most enthusiastic praise. 

20th. Had a chaise to Buckhill at seven in the morn- 
ing ; Bessy and Mrs. Branigan with me. The two first 
coaches full ; got a seat in the Regulator. Read my old 
French newspapers all the way ; the following va. them : — 
" Since that time, as Scarron says. La Parque a diablement 
Jile." Louis XIV. said to Moliere, on his producing the 
" Bourgeois Gentilhomme," " Je jCai demande qiHun ballet, 
et vous m'avez donne une bonne comedie.^ Got to Power's 
at nine : found that they had a friend staying with them, so 
would not sleep there, as I had promised (though they had 
everything ready for me), but took up my quarters ia 
Duke Street. 

21st. Called on Lady Donegal; found her only at 
home. Talked of the " Life : " has not read it herself, but 
mentioned different opinions she had heard, and all praise. 
Told me an anecdote of the Prince when a very young 
man, having gone disguised to Lord Donegal's house to 
leave lOOOZ. for Lord Spencer Hamilton, who was in fear 
of arrest for debt. Said he had lately, too, sent lOOOZ. to 
Edward Bouverie when he was dying. Called at Lord 
John's ; he is at Woburn. Carpenter told me that he had 
heard nothing but praise of my book ; but that he was told 
the Whigs were in a rage at it. "Wrote to Lord Lans- 
downe to Paris, to tell him I had changed my mind, and 
would not come there : have almost resolved to go to Scot- 
land to see Sir Walter Scott. Dined at Power's ; party, 
Rees, Bishop, and Millikin of Dublin. Rees all delight at 
the success of the book : could have sold another edition of 
quarto if he had had them ready : not a copy to be got for 
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these several days past, and the octavo will not be ready 
for a week : Is negotiating with Charles Sheridan to buy 
him out of his stipulated share of the work. Latham thi^ 
morning made me a present of a German translation of 
"Captain Rock." 

22nd. Went at eleven with Power to Bishop, in order 
to look over with him a couple of glees and a single song 
I have done. One of the glees convivial, having " Hip, 
hip, hurra ! " for the burden. Bishop thought the melody 
too elegant for this purpose ; so shall put other words to 
it. Called upon the Donegals ; dined at the Longmans'. 
Nearly the whole of the second edition is already disposed 
of; and they are laying in the paper for a third. Decided 
to go to Scotland : despatched a messenger to have my 
place taken in the York Mail for Monday night. "Went to 
the Adelphi with Rees and MUlikin. 

23rd. Tegart called, and stayed some time, praising my 
book. AVent out : called upon Denman : asked me had I 
heard of Lady Holland's triumph. There are some cham- 
bers of the Tuileries which are never shown to strangers ; 
accordingly Lady H. has long set her heart on seeing them. 
During Louis XVIII. 's time she was always told, in 
answer to her application, that such a thing was non 
nominandum ; now, however, it appears, on her returning 
to the charge, the answer has been, that there was no door 
or gate of the Tuileries that was not open to Lady Hol- 
land. Bought a copy of a low Sunday paper, in which I 
had the pleasure of finding myself abused in aU the flowers 
of Billingsgate ; this " vile little fellow," this " filthy 
little fellow," &c. &c. Called at the Knight of Kerry's ; 
saw Mrs. Fitzgerald. Dined at Lady Donegal's : only the 
Knight of Kerry ; a very agreeable evening. Fitzgerald 
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told some curious anecdotes of Grattan. Called this morn- 
ing at Mrs. Purvis's, and sat some time with her and the 
Speaker. 

24th. Went to Power's : signed a renewed deed he- 
tween us, the other having expired this last year. Went 
to Bishop's, to look over the things that have been done 
for the Greek work. After our singing together his glee, 
" To Greece we give our shiniag blades," he turned exult- 
ingly to Power, and said, " That's worth one thousand 
pounds." Presently we tried over my glee, " Here, while 
the moonlight dim," and he said, " That's worth five hun- 
dred." Called upon Lady Donegal ; walked with Barbara 
and Miss Godfrey. Packed up, and took my luggage to 
the Longmans', who sent it off immediately to the mail 
office. Dined with them : nothiag could exceed theh at- 
tention: gave me letters of credit on York and Edin- 
burgh. Green saw me to the mail. Kenny, at dinner, 
mentioned that Washington Irviag, he thinks, is be- 
coming independent of literature by the profits he de- 
rives from the Rouen steamboats, in which he is partner 
with his brother. Started in the mail at eight : two lively 
and (as far as the darkness would allow me to judge) good- 
looking girls my companions, who had just returned from 
a trip of four days to Calais with Pa (who was outside), 
and ;^two or three more friends. As fuU of France as if 
they had been there for years : a good deal of laugh and 
talk, till all grew sleepy ; and at three in the morning we 
parted company. 

25th. Arrived at Stamford, where I breakfasted, be- 
tween six and seven; got to York between eight and nine 
at night. 

26th. As soon as I was breakfasted, &c. called with 
my letter of introduction from the Longmans on Mr. 
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Wilson, who attended me and an unknown acquaintance 
of mine that I picked up in the mail, to the minster. 
Much as I had heard of this glorious piece of architecture, 
it went beyond my expectations. Among the curiosities, 
the bowl given by Archbishop Scroope, with an inscrip- 
tion round it purporting that every one who drank out of 
it should have forty days' indulgence. Went to see the 
new concert room ; walked on the walls ; had also gone 
to the top of the minster, which was no small trial to our 
legs. Before I started from town I wrote a letter to 
Sydney Smith (as I did also to Sir Water Scott), saying 
I should call on him in my way. On my arrival at York 
last night, found he was at Mr. Yorke's (formerly Mr. 
Sheepshanks, who changed his name on marrying Lord 
Harewood's sister), and immediately despatched a letter to 
him by the post, saying how I regretted he was not at 
home. Fixed to dine with old Mr. Wilson at Fulford, 
two miles from York. On returning home found a letter 
from Sydney Smith, saying that Mr. and Lady Mary 
Yorke were most anxious I should come out there ; but 
though I should not mind any distance to see him in his 
own house, it was not worth the time and expense to see 
him in another person's, so wrote an apology. Col. 
Thornhill (of the 7 th hussars), who commands at York, 
was the bearer of the note to me. Among the company 
at Fulford was Mrs. John Kemble. She mentioned an 
anecdote of Piozzi, who on calling once upon some old 
lady of quality, was told by the servant " she was indif- 
ferent." "Is she indeed?" anwered Piozzi huffishly, 
" then pray tell her I can be as indiiFerent as she," and 
walked away. The day deplorably commonplace. Found 
a letter from Col. Thornhill on my return home, begging 
Die to make use of his horses, carriages, &c. for my " lo- 
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comotive adventures" during my stay at York. Wrote 
tim a letter of thanks ; am not aware that I know Col. 
Thornhill. 

27th. Started in the coach for Newcastle at a quarter 
before nine ; a young man in the coach, who was an in- 
timate of Lockhart (Scott's son-in-law), and told me a 
good deal about them. Got a wretched bed at Newcastle; 
took my place in the Wellington for Kelso. 

28th. Up before five and started for Kelso ; another 
young man in the coach who knew the Scotts. Mentioned 
the application made in one of the Scotch colleges of the 
motto of the city of Edinburgh, Nisi Dominus frustra, 
Unless you are a lord you cannot get on here. Arrived 
at Kelso at a quarter to five; the passengers, who 
had found me out, fuU of kindness at parting with me. 
Walked before I dined to the bridge, past the ruius of 
Kelso Abbey, and on, by the side of the Tweed, to an- 
other bridge opposite Sir John Douglas's gate. The even- 
ing delicious : slept at Kelso ; an excellent inn. 

29th. Set off between eleven and twelve in a chaise 
for Sir Walter Scott's. Stopped on the way to see Dry- 
burgh Abbey on the grounds of Lord Buchan. The 
vault of Sir Walter Scott's family is here. Lord Buchan's 
own tombstone ready placed, with a Latin inscription by 
himself on it, and a cast from his face let into the stone. 
Forded the Tweed below the chaia bridge, and passed 
through Melrose, having a peep at the abbey on my way, 
but reserving my view of it tUl I could see it with Scott 
himself. Arrived at his house about two. His reception 
of me most hearty ; we had met but once before, so long 
ago as immediately after his publication of the " Lay of 
the Last Minstrel." After presenting me to Lady Scott 
and his daughter Anne (the Lockharts having, imluckily, 
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just gone to Edinburgh), he and I started for a walk. Said 
how much he was delighted with Ireland ; the fun of the 
common people. The postilion having run the pole 
against the corner of a wall and broken it down, crying 
out, " "Well done pole ! didn't the pole do it elegantly, 
your honour?" Pointing to the opposite bank of the 
river, said it was believed still by some of the common 
people that the fairies danced in that spot ; and as a proof 
of it, mentioned a fellow having declared before him, in his 
judicial capacity, that having gone to pen his sheep about 
sunrise in a field two or three miles farther down the 
river, he had seen little men and women under a hedge, 
beautifully dressed in green and gold; "the Duke of 
Buccleugh in full dress was nothing to them." " Did you, 
by the virtue of your oath, believe them to be fairies?" 
"I dinna ken; they looked very like the gude people" 
(evidently believing them to be fairies). The fact was, 
however, that these fairies were puppets belonging to an 
itinerant showman, which some weavers, in a drunken 
frolic, had taken a fancy to and robbed him of, but, fear- 
ing the consequences when sober, had thrown them under 
a hedge, where this fellow saw them. In talking of the 
commonness of poetical talent just now, he said we were 
like Captain Bobadil, who had taught the fellows to 
[A blank left in the MS. The passage referred to is pro- 
bably in Act 4. sc. 2. (Every Man in his Humour) ; " I 
would teach these nineteens the special rules, as your 

punta, your reverse, till they could aU play 

very near, or altogether as well, as myself."] 

When I remarked that every magazine now contained 
such poetry as would have made a reputation for a man 
some twenty or thirty years ago, he said (with much shrewd 
humour in his face), " Ecod, we were in the luck of it, to 
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come before all this talent was at work" Agreed with me 
that It would be some time before a great literary reputation 
could be again called up, " unless (he added) something 
new could be struck out ; everything that succeeded lately 
owing its success, in a great degree, to its novelty." 
Talked a good deal about Byron ; thinks his last cantos of 
Don Juan the most powerful things he ever wrote. Talk- 
ing of the report of Lady Byron being about to marry 
Cunningham, said he would not believe it. " No, no, she 
must never let another man bear the name of husband to 
her." In talking of my sacrifice of the Memoirs, said he 
was well aware of the honourable feelings that dictated it, 
but doubted whether he would himself have consented to 
it. On my representing, however, the strong circum- 
stances of not only the sister of Lord Byron (whom he so 
much loved) requiring it, but his two most intimate friends, 
Kinnaird and Hobhouse, also insisting earnestly upon the 
total destruction of the MS., and the latter assuring me 
that Lord Byron had expressed to him regret for having 
put such a work out of his own power, and had said that he 
was only restrained by delicacy towards me from recalling 
it ; when I mentioned these circumstances (and particu- 
larly the last), he seemed to feel I could not have done 
otherwise than I had done. Thought the family, "however, 
bound to furnish me every assistance towards a Life of 
Lord B. I spoke of the advantage of Scotland over 
Ireland in her national recollections, in which he agreed 
and remarked the good luck of Scotland, in at last giving 
a king to England. In the spirit of this superiority he 
had himself insisted, in all the ceremonials attending the 
king's reception in Scotland, that England should yield the 
precedence : there had been some little tiflPs about it, but 
the king himself had agreed readily to everything proposed 
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to Mm. In talking of Ireland, said that he and Lockhart 
had gone there rather hostilely disposed towards the 
Catholic Emancipation, but that they had both returned 
converts to the necessity of conceding it. Dined at half- 
past five ; none but himself, a young clergyman, quite 
deaf, who is making a catalogue of his library. Lady Scott 

and daughter, and a boy, the son of his lost friend Sir 

Erskine. After dinner pledged him in some whisky out 
of a quaigh ; that which I drank out of very curious and 
beautiful. Produced several others ; one that belonged to 
Prince Charles, with a glass bottom ; others of a larger 
size, out of which he said his great grandfather drank. 
Very interesting tSte-d-tSte with him after dinner. Said 
that the person who first set him upon trying his talent at 
poetry was Mat. Lewis. He had passed the early part of 
his life with a set of clever, rattling, drinking fellows, 
whose thoughts and talents lay wholly out of the region of 
poetry ; he, therefore, had never been led to find out his 
turn for it, though always fond of the old ballads. In the 
course of the conversation he, at last (to my no small sur- 
prise and pleasure), mentioned the novels without the least 
reserve as his own ; " I then hit upon these novels (he 
said), which have been a mine of wealth to me." Had 
begun Waverley long before, and then thrown it by, tUl, 
having occasion for some money (to help his brother, I 
think), he bethought himself of it, but could not find the 
MS. ; nor was it tUl he came to Abbotsford that he at last 
stumbled upon it. By this he made 3000Z. The con- 
jectures and mystification at first amused him very much : 
wonders himself that the secret was so weU kept, as about 
twenty persons knew it from the first. The story of 
Jeanie Deans founded upon an anonymous letter which he 
received ; has never known from whom. The circumstance 
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of the girl having refused the testimony in court, and then 
taking the journey to obtain her sister's pardon, is a fact. 
Received some hints also from Lady Louisa Stuart (grand- 
daughter, I believe, to Lord Bute) ; these the only aids 
afforded to him. His only critic was the printer, who was 
in the secret, and who now and then started objections 
which he generally attended to. Had always been In the 
habit (while wandering alone or shooting) of forming stories 
and following a train of adventures in his mind, and these 
fancies it was that formed the groundwork of most of his 
novels. " I find I fail in them now, however (he said) ; 
I cannot make them as good as at first." He is now near 
fifty-seven ; has no knowledge or feeling of music ; knows 
nothing of Greek ; indebted to Pope for even his know- 
ledge of Homer. Spoke of the scrape he got into by the 
false quantity in his Latin epitaph on his dog. I said that 
his letter on the subject was worth all the prosody that 
ever existed, and so it is ; nothing was ever in better or 
more manly taste. In the evening Miss Scott sung two 
old Scotch songs to the harp. He spoke of Mrs. Lock- 
hart (whom he seems thoroughly to love) as richer in this 
style of songs than Miss Scott. I then sung several things 
which he seemed to lilce. Spoke of my happy power of 
adapting words to music, which, he said, he never could 
attain, nor could Byron either. Story of the beggar : 
" Give that man some halfpence and send him away ; " "I 
never go away under sixpence." Spoke of the powers of 
all Irishmen for oratory ; the Scotch, on the contrary, 
cannot speak ; no Scotch orator can be named ; no Scotch 
actors. Told me Lockhart was about to undertake the 
Quarterly, has agreed for five years; salary 1200/. a-year, 
and if he writes a certain number of articles it will be 
1500Z. a-year to him. Spoke of "Wordsworth's absurd 
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vanity about Ms own poetry ; the more remarkable as 
"Wordsworth seems otherwise a manly fellow. Story told 
him by Wordsworth^ of Sir George Beaumont saying one 
day to Crabbe, at Murray's, on Crabbe putting an ex- 
tinguisher on a taUow candle which had been imperfectly 
put out, and the smoke of which was (as Sir G. Beaumont 
sa,id) curling up in graceful wreaths, " What, you a poet, 
and do that ?" This Wordsworth told Scott was a set-off 
against the latter's praises of Crabbe, and as containing his 
own feelings on the subject, as weU as Sir G. Beaumont's. 
What wretched twaddle ! Described Wordsworth's manly 
endurance of his poverty. Scott has dined with him at 
that time in his kitchen ; but though a kitchen, all was 
neatness in it. Spoke of Campbell ; praised his Hohen- 
linden, &c.; considered his " Pleasures of Hope " as very 
inferior to these lesser pieces. Talked of Holt, the 
Wicklow brigand, who held out so long ia the mountains, 
and who distinguished himself on many occasions by great 
generosity ; once or twice gave up men who had been 
guilty of acts of cruelty ; is still alive, keeping (I believe), 
a public-house, and in good repute for quietness. Sir 
Walter Scott had wished much to have some talk with him, 
but feared it might do the man harm, by giving him high 
notions of himself, &c. &c. " I could have put," says he, 
" a thousand pounds in his pocket, by getting him to tell 
simply the adventures in which he had been engaged, and 
then dressing them up for him." In speaking of the cir- 
cumstances in which my intimacy with Byron began, and 
giving him an account of the message from Greville that 
followed, he spoke as if the thought had occurred to him 
at that time, whether he ought not himself to have taken 
notice, in the same manner, of what Byron had said 
to him. 
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30tL A very stormy day. Sir W. Impatient to take 
me out to walk, though the ladies said we should be sure 
of a ducking. At last a tolerably fair moment came, and 
we started; he woidd not take a great coat. Had ex- 
plained to me after breakfast, the drawings in the breakfast 
room, done by an amateur at Edinburgh, W. Sharpe, and 
alluding to traditions of the Scotts of Harden, Sir Walter's 
ancestors. The subject of one of them was the circum- 
stance of a young man of the family being taken prisoner 
in an incursion on the grounds of a neighbouring chief, 
who gave him his choice, whether he should be hanged or 
marry his daughter " muckle-mouthed Meg." The sketch 
represents the young man as hesitating ; a priest advising 
him to the marriage, and pointing to the gallows on a distant 
hiU, while Meg herself is stretching her wide mouth in 
joyful anticipation of a decision in her favour. The other 
sketch is founded on the old custom of giving a hint to the 
guests that the last of the beeves had been devoured, by 
serving up nothing but a pair of spurs under one of the 
covers ; the dismay of the party at the uncovering of the 
dish, is cleverly expressed. Our walk was to the cottage 
of W. Laidlaw, his bailiff, a man who had been reduced 
from better circumstances, and of whom Scott spoke with 
much respect as a person every way estimable. His in- 
tention was, he said, to ask him to walk down and dine 
with us to-day. The cottage, and the mistress of it very 
homely, but the man himself, with his broad Scotch dialect, 
showing the quiet self-possession of a man of good sense. 
The storm grew violent, and we sat some time. Scott said 
he could enmnerate thirty places, famous in Scottish song, 
that could be pointed out from a hill in his neighbourhood : 
Yarrow, Ettrick, Gala Water, Bush-aboon, Traquair, Sel- 
kirk (" Up with the souters of Selkirk"), the bonny Cow- 
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den Knowes, &c. &c Mentioned that the Duke of Wel- 
lington had once wept, in speaking to him about Waterloo, 
saying that " the next dreadful thing to a battle lost was a 
battle won." Company to dinner. Sir Adam Ferguson, 
(an old schoolfellow and friend of Scott), his lady, and 
CoL Ferguson, Drew out Sir Adam (as he had promised 
me he would) to tell some of his military stories, which 
were very amusing. Talked of amateurs in battles ; the 
Duke of Richmond at Waterloo, &c. &c. ; the little regard 
that is had of them. A story of one who had volunteered 
with a friend of his to the bombardment of Copenhagen, 
and after a severe cannonade, when a sergeant of marines 
came to report the loss, he said (after mentioning Jack 
This and Tom That, who had been kUled), " Oh, please 
your Honour, I forgot to say that the volunteer gentleman 
has had his head shot off." Scott mentioned as a curious 
circumstance that, at the same moment, the Duke of 
Wellington should have been living in one of Buonaparte's 
palaces, and Buonaparte in the Duke's old lodgings at St. 
Helena ; had heard the Duke say laughingly to some one 
who asked what commands he had to St. Helena, " Only 
teU Bony that I hope he finds my old lodgings at Long- 
wood as comfortable as I find his in the Champs Elysees." 
Mentioned the story upon which the Scotch song of 
" Dainty Davie," was founded. Talking of ghosts. Sir 
Adam said that Scott and he had seen one, at least, while 
they were once drinking together ; a very hideous fel- 
low appeared suddenly between them whom neither 
knew anything about, but whom both saw. Scott did 
not deny it, but said they were both "fou," and not 
very capable of judging whether it was a ghost or not. 
Scott said that the only two men, who had ever told him 
that they had actually seen a ghost, afterwards put an end 
VOL, IV. z 
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to themselves. One was Lord Castlereagli, who had him- 
eelf mentioned to Scott his seeing the " radiant-boy." It 
•was one night when he was in barracks, and the face 
brightened gradually out of the fireplace, and approached 
him. Lord Castlereagh stepped forwards to it, and it re- 
ceded again, and faded into the same place. It is generally 
stated to have been an apparition attached to the family, 
and coming occasionally to presage honours and prosperity 
to him before whom it appeared, but Lord Castlereagh 
gave no such account of it to Scott. It was the Duke of 
Wellington made Lord Castlereagh tell the story to Sir 
Walter, and Lord C. told it without hesitation, and as if 
believing in it implicitly. Told of the Provost of Edinburgh 
showing the ciiriosities of that city to the Persian ambas- 
sador ; impatience of the latter, and the stammering hesi^ 
tation of the former. " Many pillar, wood piUar ? stone 
pillar, eh ? " " Ba-ba-ba-ba," stammered the Provost. 
" Ah, you not know, var well. Many book here : write 
book ? print book, eh ?" " Ba-ba-ba-ba." " Ah, you not 
know ; var well." A few days after, on seeing the Provost 
pass his lodgings, threw up the window and cried, " Ah, 
how you do ? " Ba-ba-ba." "Ah, you not know ; var well;" 
and shut down the window. Account of the meeting be- 
tween Adam Smith and Johnson as given by Smith him- 
self. Johnson began by attacking Hume. " I saw (said 
Smith) this was meant at me, so I merely put him right as 
to a matter of fact." « Well, what did he say ?" « He 
said it was a lie." " And what did you say to that ?" "I 
told him he was a son of a b — h." Good this, between 
two sages. Boswell's father indignant at his son's attach- 
ing himself (as he said) to " a Dominie, who kippit a 
schule, and ca'd it an academy." Some doubts, after din- 
ner, whether we should have any singing, it being Sunday. 
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Miss Scott seemed to tMnk the rule iniglit be infringed in, 
my case; but Scott settled the matter more decorously, by 
asking the Fergusons to come again to dinner next day, 
and to bring the Misses Ferguson. 

31st. Set off after breakfast, Scott, Miss Scott, and I, 
to go to Melrose Abbey. Told him I had had a strong 
idea of coming on as far as Melrose from Kelso on Friday 
night, m. order to see the Abbey by the beautiful moonlight 
we had then ; but that I thought it still better to reserve 
myself for the chance of seeing it with him, though I had 
heard he was not fond now of showing it. He answered, 
that in general he was not ; but that I was, of course, an 
exception. I think it was on this morning that he said* 
laying his hand cordially on my breast, " Now, my dear^ 
Moore, we are friends for life." Forgot to mention that, 
in the answer which he sent to me to Newcastle, and which 
was forwarded after me to Abbotsford, he offered, if I 
would let him know when I should reach Kelso, to come 
for me there in his carriage ; nothing, indeed, could be 
more kind and cordial than the whole of his reception of 
me. Explained to me all the parts of the abbey, assisted 
by the sexton, a shrewd, hardy-mannered fellow, who 
seemed to have studied every thing relating to it con amore. 
Went up to a room in the sexton's house, which was fiUedl 
with casts, done by himself, from the ornaments, heads, 
&c. of the abbey. Scott, seeing a large niche empty, said, 
" Johnny, I'll give you the Virgin and Child to put there." 
Seldom have I seen a happier face than Johnny exhibited 
at this news ; it was all over smiles. As we went down 
stairs, Scott said to him, " Johnny, if there's another anti- 
popish rising, you'll have your house pulled about your 
ears." When we got into the carriage, I said, " You have 
made that man very happy." *' Good (said Sir Walter), 
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then there are two of us pleased, for I did not know what 
to do with that Virgin and Child. Mamma (Lady Scott) 
will be particularly glad to get rid of it." A less natural 
man woidd have left me under the impression that he had 
done really a very generous thing. Sir W. bought one of 
the books giving a description of the abbey (written every 
word of it by the sexton), and presented it to me. Went 
from thence to the cottage of the Lockharts, which is very 
retired and pretty ; and then proceeded to pay a visit to 
the Fergusons just near. Coiild not help thinking, during 
this quiet, homely visit, how astonished some of those 
foreigners would be, to whom the name of Sir Walter 
"Scott is encircled with so much romance, to see the plain, 
quiet, neighbourly manner with which he took his seat 
among these old maids, and the familiar ease with which 
they treated him in return ; no country squire, with but 
half an Idea In his head, could have fallen into the gossip 
of a hum-drum country visit more unassumingly. This is 
charming. Left Miss Scott to proceed home in the car- 
riage ; and he and I walked. Took me through a wild 
and pretty glen called " Thomas the Khymer's Glen." Told 
me of his introduction to the Prince by Adam ; their whole 
talk about the Pretender. The Prince asked him, would 
he have joined the Jacobites; " it would have been wretched 
taste of me (said Scott) to have said I would, and I merely 
answered that I should have, at least, wanted one motive 
against doing so in not knowing his Royal Highness." 
Adam said afterwards, that the only difference as to Jaco- 
bitism between him and the Prince, during the conver- 
sation, was, that the Prince always said " the Pretender," 
and Scott said " Prince Charles." Mentioned that when 
Buonaparte expressed himself shocked at the murder of the 
Emperor Paul, Fouche said, " Mais, Sire, c'est une espece 
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de destitution propre a ce pays-W On my taking this 
opportunity of saying that I doubted whether I ought to 
allude to a work which it was supposed he was writing, 
" The Life of Buonaparte," he said that it was true, and 
that he had already finished, I think, more than a volume 
of it, but had now suspended his task for the purpose of 
writing a novel on the subject of the " Civil Wars," in 
which he expected to make something of the character of 
Cromwell, whose politics he certainly did not like, but in 
whom there were some noble points which he should like 
to throw. light on. It gave me pleasure to find that some 
of the views he expressed of the character of Napoleon 
were liberal ; talked with scorn of the wretched attempts 
to decry his courage. I said how well calculated the way 
in which Scott had been brought up was to make a writer 
of poetry and romance, as it combined all that knowledge 
of rural life and rural legends which is to be gained by 
living among the peasantry and joining in their sports, with 
all the advantages which an aristocratic education gives. 
I said that the want of this manly training showed itself 
in my poetry, which would perhaps have had a far more 
vigorous character if it had not been for the sort of bou- 
doir education I had received. (The only thing, indeed, 
that conduced to brace and invigorate my mind was the 
strong political feelings that were stirring around me when 
I was a boy, and in which I took a deep and most ardent 
interest.) Scott was good-natured enough to dissent from 
all this. His grandfather, he told me, had been, when a 
young man, very poor; and a shepherd, who had lived with 
the family, came and offered him the loan of (I believe all 
the money he had) thirty pounds, for the purpose of stock- 
ing a farm with sheep. The grandfather accepted it, and 
went to the fair, but instead of buying the sheep, he laid 
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out the whole sum on a horse, much to the horror of the 
poor shepherd. Having got the horse, however, into good 
training and order, he appeared on him at a hunt, and 
showed him off in such style, that he immediately found a 
purchaser for him at twice the sum he cost him, and then, 
having paid the shepherd his 30Z., he laid out the remainder 
in sheep, and prospered considerably. Pointed out to me 
the tower where he was born. His father and uncle went 
off to join the rebels in 1745, but were brought back ; 
himself still a sort of Jacobite ; has a feeling of horror at 

the very name of the Duke of Cumberland 

Came to a pretty lake where he fed a large beautiful swan, 
that seemed an old favourite of his. The Fergusons to 
dinner ; maiden sisters and all. Showed me before dinner, 
in a printed song book, a very pretty ballad by his bailiff, 
Mr. Laidlaw, called " Lucy's Flitting." In the evening I 
sung, and all seemed very much pleased ; Sir Adam, too, 
and his brother the Colonel, sung. Scott confessed that he 
hardly knew high from low in music. Told him Lord 
Byron knew nothing of music, but stUl had a strong feel- 
ing of some of those I had just sung, particularly " When 
he who adores thee ; " that I have sometimes seen the tears 
come into his eyes at some of my songs. Another great 
favourite of his was " Though the last glimpse of Erin," 
from which he confessedly borrowed a thought for his 
" Corsair," and said to me, " It was shabby of me, Tom, 
not to acknowledge that theft." " I dare say," said Scott, 
" Byron's feelings and mine about music are pretty much 
the same." His true delight, however, was visible after sup- 
per, when Sir Adam sung some old Jacobite songs ; Scott's 
eyes sparkled, and his attempts to join in chorus showed 
much more of the wiU than the deed. " Hey, Tutti tatte," 
was sung in the true orthodox manner, aU of us standing 
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round the table with hands crossed and joined, and chorus- 
ing every verse with all our might and main ; he seemed 
to enjoy aU this thoroughly. Asked him this morning 
whether he was not a great admirer of Bruce the traveller ; 
said he was his delight ; and I could have sworn so. 
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